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Objective

Oral history is a collection of an individual's memories and

opinions. As such, it is subject to the innate fallibility of memory and
is susceptible to inaccuracy. All researchers using these interviews
should be aware of this reality and are encouraged to seek
corroborating documentation when using any oral history interview.

The Pryor Center's objective is to collect audio and video recordings of
interviews along with scanned images of family photographs and
documents. These donated materials are carefully preserved,
catalogued, and deposited in the Special Collections Department,
University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville. The transcripts, audio
files, video highlight clips, and photographs are made available on the
Pryor Center Web site at http://pryorcenter.uark.edu. The Pryor
Center recommends that researchers utilize the audio recordings and
highlight clips, in addition to the transcripts, to enhance their
connection with the interviewee.

Transcript Methodology

The Pryor Center recognizes that we cannot reproduce the spoken
word in a written document; however, we strive to produce a
transcript that represents the characteristics and unique qualities of
the interviewee's speech pattern, style of speech, regional dialect, and
personality. For the first twenty minutes of the interview, we attempt
to transcribe verbatim all words and utterances that are spoken, such
as uhs and ahs, false starts, and repetitions. Some of these elements
are omitted after the first twenty minutes to improve readability.

The Pryor Center transcripts are prepared utilizing the University of
Arkansas Style Manual for proper names, titles, and terms specific to
the university. For all other style elements, we refer to the Pryor
Center Style Manual, which is based primarily on The Chicago Manual
of Style 17th Edition. We employ the following guidelines for
consistency and readability:
e Em dashes separate repeated/false starts and
incomplete/redirected sentences.
e Ellipses indicate the interruption of one speaker by another.
e Italics identify foreign words or terms and words emphasized by
the speaker.
Question marks enclose proper nouns for which we cannot verify the
spelling and words that we cannot understand with certainty.
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e Brackets enclose
o italicized annotations of nonverbal sounds, such as laughter,
and audible sounds, such as a doorbell ringing;
o annotations for clarification and identification; and
e Commas are used in a conventional manner where possible to
aid in readability.

Citation Information
See the Citation Guide at http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php
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Scott Lunsford and Bob Cochran interviewed Terry Cagle on

August 14, 2013, in Springdale, Arkansas.

[00:00:00]

Scott Lunsford:

Terry Cagle:

[00:00:41] SL:

Okay, Terry—uh—today is August 14. Uh—we are at
your residence, the Terry and Gena Cagle residence,
here in Springdale, Arkansas. Uh—I'm Scott
Lunsford. We're here with the Pryor Center—uh—
Trey on camera and Joy doing audio and—uh—um—
Randy Dixon scanning your family photo albums, and
Bob Cochran's standing by in case, you know, I
completely blow this, so—uh—I really appreciate
you—uh—lettin' us—uh—invade your home here and
take over and move all the furniture around, gettin'
set up to do this interview. Are you doin'—are you
doin' good?

I'm doin' well. Doin' well.

Well, we usually start with your full name. What is

your full name, by the way?

TC: Ralph Terry Cagle.

[00:00:46] SL:

And—uh—where were you born?

TC: I was born in Helena, Arkansas.

SL: Helena. And—um—what year was that?
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TC: Nineteen fifty.

SL: [Nineteen] fifty. That makes you sixty-three, I guess.

TC: Sixty-two.

SL: Sixty-two? [Laughter]

TC: Take every year I can get. [Laughter]

[00:01:03] SL: Okay. Um—what were your—um—um—mom and
dad's names?

TC: Ah, my dad was Ralph Junior Cagle, and my mother's name was
Beaula Modena Cagle. Now, if she were alive, I wouldn't be
tellin' you that first name 'cause she didn't like it. [SL laughs]
But—uh—we all liked it. We thought it was a pretty name, so.

SL: Um...

TC: Beaula Modena Helm.

[00:01:26] SL: [Laughs] That—so she's—uh—um—uh—her father
was . . .

TC: She was my—is Levon's dad. It's—they're brother and sister.

SL: So that's—um—and that would be Diamond Helm.

TC: Yeah, Jasper Diamond Helm.

[00:01:41] SL: Okay. And what was her—uh—what was your
mother's mother's name?

TC: Emma.

SL: Emma.
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TC: Emma Nell.

SL: Emma Nell.

TC: Nell.

SL: N-E-L-L?

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: Helm.

TC: Emma Nell Helm.

[00:01:52] SL: And then on your dad's side? What was his parents'
names?

TC: Ah, his dad's—uh—name—my granddad was named—uh—D. A.
That was his initials. Everybody called him D. A. His actual
name was Dolphus Alton . . .

SL: Dolphus?

TC: Dolphus. I guess it was spelled D-O-L-P-H-U-S.

SL: What a great name.

TC: What a name. What an old German name, I guess. Idon't. ..

[00:02:16] SL: And then—uh—your grandmother . . .

TC: And mygrand. ..

SL: ...onyourdad'sside. ..

TC: ... my grandmother was—uh—Ann—Annie—Annie Elizabeth.

[00:02:22] SL: Annie Elizabeth. And so, you were born in Helena,

but is that where you lived?

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

TC:

SL:

TC:

Well, I—I lived in—uh—the Marvell area, which is twenty miles
west of Helena.

Mh-hmm.

And—uh—five miles out north of Marvell is the community of
Turkey Scratch, which is where we lived most of the time. I've
lived in town a couple of times but earlier—the earliest years

were—or most of 'em were out there at Turkey Scratch.

[00:02:54] SL: Let's talk about your grandparents for a while.

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Kay.

Um—why don't we start with your—your dad's side of the family.
Do you—um—did you get to know your grandparents?

I knew 'em pretty well, yeah. You know, as a kid I stayed at
their house a lot, you know . . .

Uh-huh.

. . . and spent lots of weekends there with 'em, and you know,
my granddad was—was a pretty busy guy. He was a
sharecropper, and—and—uh—so he was always busy with—uh—
the farm and stuff. It wasn't like we had a lot of, you know,
playtime with adults back then. They were all really busy, so
they didn't—weren't able to donate all the time to you that some
people might want to donate to their children. They had to

work, you know. So a lot of us kids, we were—we were kinda
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

left to our own devices.

[Laughs] Uh-oh.

[Laughs] Yeah. [Laughter]

Well—uh . ..

But I—but they—they—uh—they were good par—grandparents
and—uh—you know, took care of me well, just as—as my

parents did.

[00:03:52] SL: Were they far? Did they also live in the Turkey

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Scratch area?

We all—we all lived right there within a couple of miles of each
other.

Uh-huh.

There's—uh—the way—uh—the way it's set up is when you go
out the county road to Turkey Scratch, well, the whole thing
makes just a big U-turn off—you go out five miles, and you can
go a mile over and then turn right back around and go into
Marvell again. And Turkey Scratch [clears throat] is one of the—
is just a corner in the road, really. It's just a country store and a
couple of shotgun houses. But the entire community, farming
community, around that is—was known more or less as the
Turkey Scratch community. But when you got off of the county

road, we—it was actually—we lived out basically on the edge of a
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SL:

TC:

farm field. So this—this little road that we all lived on was just a
little dirt trail. So you know, you—that was where we lived
and—uh—walked to and from school. I'm one of those old kids
that used to have to walk a mile to school. [Laughs]

Yeah.

And some of those ti—some of those days were—when you get
on those roads that aren't too maintenanced very well, it's
nothin' but a mud pit in the—in the wintertime. Some you can
hardly get down that thing with—other than a tractor, maybe.
So there was a couple—a couple of times when walkin' that

wasn't so easy and [/aughs] . . .

[00:05:13] SL: Was it—uh—uh—sharecroppin' cotton? Was cotton

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

the . ..

Mostly cotton. Uh—you know, I'd sa—I wouldn't say mostly—a
lotta cotton but a lotta beans, too. Lotta beans and peas and
stuff.

Huh.

Used to be—uh—Ilate in the autumn, you'd have a big front porch
full of tubs with all these—uh—different ki—types of peas and
beans initand . ..

Uh-huh.

. . . ladies sittin' around shellin' it and stuff.
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[00:05:38] SL: So—um—your father was—uh—uh—wou—actually—
or grandfather actually worked out in the fields . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... as—as—as a sharecropper.

TC: Worked a long, hard hours.

[00:05:46] SL: And your grandmother—uh—pretty much just took
care of the house?

TC: Yep, she was the—she was the . . .

SL: Uh—made the lunches.

TC: Yeah.

[00:05:54] SL: Um—uh—and—um—were—di—I guess their
children—uh—would bring water out to the workers out in the
field and . . .

TC: Yeah, they—they usually had a—a big—uh—big tin water—uh—
cooler. You know, one of those old farmin' watercoolers.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

TC: And they'd keep that at the end of the row up in the shade. And
after you'd make a row or two, you were ready for a drink of
water. [Laughs]

SL: Wasn't much shade, was there?

TC: Not much. Not much.

[00:06:19] SL: Yeah. Um—so do you remember—um—any
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conversations you may've had with your dad's folks? Any—any
stories they had to tell? Or is there anything that—uh—any time
you spent with them that kinda sticks out more than . . .

TC: Well, T used to—uh—you know, if you sit around and be quiet,
you'd—you could hear 'em tell stories at—in the evenin' or when
they got together with other friends, and—and—uh—I liked to
hear them tell stories about—uh—their fishin'. They'd hand fish.
It was called hoggin' there. And my granddad had scars on his
fingers where he reaches up in a log and grabs a fish by the
mouth, you know, and they'd bite it there. He wasn't [unclear
word] my dad either—they—they weren't afraid to do that. They
used to take me and my brother out with 'em and—and we—you
get in a creek, and you're in a flat-bottom boat, but you're not
really in it. You're just ridin' along in the water. And they used
us as—uh—stump pluggers. [SL laughs] Stump hole pluggers.
[Laughs] They sat us on these holes in the logs and stuff, and
then the fish started bumpin' your butt to get outta there, but
they can't, so there's one way in and one way out. [00:07:31]
And I've seen my dad go underwater and come back up in a
minute holdin' a fish like this. [Laughs] And like Levon said in
that interview, "If you get a twenty-pound catfish in four feet of

water, you've got a rodeo there."
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

That's a good show. [Laughs] That's a great show. [TC laughs]
Yeah—uh—I guess here they—we'd call that noodling. I grew

up . ..

Yeah, I call it noodling.

. . . you know.

Yeah, I don't know where the word noodlin' or hoggin' ever came

from, but that's what they call it, hoggin'.

[00:07:59] SL: So—uh—you had your fair share of catfish growin'

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

up.
Oh yeah. Yeah. It was a pretty—pretty common event—uh—
after—uh—Sunday services at the County Line Church there.
Well, the men would—uh—the women would get the big picnic
tables all together outside, you know, gettin' their food. And the
men disappear into the creek, and they'd come back in an hour
or two with . . .

With the dinner.

If they hadn't—if they hadn't already caught 'em, you know,
sometimes that's what they did. They'd leave and . . .

Uh-huh.

. . .. and come back, you know. They already knew where the

fish were [laughs] and everything, just waitin' on 'em.

[00:08:33] SL: Do you know what—uh—uh—family your—uh—
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TC:

SL:

TC:

grandparents on your dad's side—what—who the owner of the
property was that they sharecropped for?
Well, there was—there were a couple of—uh—owners there.
Uh—there—uh—A. B. Thompson was one of the men's . . .
Mh-hmm.

. name, and there—there was a—a—a man named Mr.—uh—
Stingley. There was maybe, you know, a handful of—uh—big
landowners actually owned all the land. And then grand—people

like my granddads that sharecropped out from them.

[00:09:04] SL: So this was—uh—Ilong before it all got mechanized,

isn't it?

TC: Ohyeah. Itwas. ..

SL: You had a lotta people out there . . .

TC: Yeah. Well, there was a lotta handpickin' back then, you know.

SL: Uh-huh.

TC: I used to go out—uh—I did—I was at the age where I didn't
really have to go and work out there yet, but I could if I wanted
to. And occasionally I had to a little bit, but I'd go out and
maybe pick a little while to get a—a little bit of movie money . . .

SL: Uh-huh.

TC: ... for ?the show?, and then so I could go to the movies in the
weekend, maybe. [Laughs]

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 10
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

How—how much did you have to pick to—to get a quarter?
[Laughs] For me, it took a long time. [SL laughs] It took
probably—uh—the guy that knew how to do it—adults would
make a quarter in no time. For me, it was about a couple of
hours, probably.

Uh-huh. Yep.

Maybe make fifty cents. It's funny. You get all the way out—
down and come back at—at the end of the row—a couple of rows
and you thought you had some cotton, but when you start
pushin' it in there and it's, you know, about this much.

[Laughter] "Ah, gotta go pick some more."

[00:10:02] SL:  Um—what about—uh—um—what was your

grandmother's name on your dad's side?

TC: Annie. Annie Elizabeth.

SL: Annie. Tell me a little bit about Annie.

TC: Well, she was a real small, gentle woman. Uh—you never, never
had a loud word out of her, ever. I think once upon a time when
I was maybe six, she threatened me with a switch, and she
may've even broke a little switch like that [indicates length], you
know, but she was real gentle, kind of the glue of the family, you
know.

SL: Uh-huh.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 11
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

That's how they usually are.

Do you member her maiden name?
Gross.

Gross.

Gross.

G-R-0O-S-S.

G-R-0O-S-S, I think, but . . .

Um. ..

And you . ..

[00:10:49] SL: Well, do you remember her cookin'?

TC:

SL:

TC:

Oh yeah, her cookin' was great, of course. All grandmothers
are, I guess.

Yeah, absolutely.

It was wonderful. And you know, they, when they set a table,
they set a great big table. It didn't matter if it was lu—dinn—
lunch or dinner, breakfast, I mean, it was |—you know, guys
goin' to the field are gonna be burnin' up a lotta energy, so
everybody big eaters and just, you know, you get through

feedin' people three times a day, well, your whole day is busy

preparing, you know, so. And she didn't have—uh—didn't have

indoor plumbing and then—and—uh—only the last few years—

that's been—I forget. She passed away in [19]69. I'd say about
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early, early [19]60s—[19]61 or [196]2 or somethin'. That was
the first time she—they finally put a—a sink in the house where
she could have running water in the kitchen. Yeah.

[00:11:45] SL: So they—they continued to live there—um . . .

TC: [Clears throat] They—they—they—Ilived in that place . . .

SL: ... into the [19]60s until they passed?

TC: ... they lived there until my grandmother passed away in
[19]69.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

TC: And they—they, you know, they just always—uh—Ilived there.
My granddad went—he—he lived another fifteen years or so,
and—uh—and he lived—he didn't live there in that place, but he
lived in Helena for . . .

SL:  Mh-hmm.

TC: ... the rest of his life. He got too old—you get too old to be
farming anymore and all, so . . .

[00:12:17] SL: Uh—did they ever have—uh—electricity?

TC: Yeah, we had electricity.

SL:  You member them . ..

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: Uh—they had that from the beginning.

TC: Yeah.
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SL: That's good.

TC: That's—yeah, they had—uh—electricity from the beginning.
SL: 'Cause that was not always the case.

TC: Nah. I know.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Yeah, I seen—I can remember—uh—there was a place like I was

tellin'—sayin' about the back roads and everything was so
muddy and not really maintenanced. And spring floods would
come sometime. We'd have to go from house to house in a
flat-bottom boat right to the doorstep. There's—there's just no
other way to get around, you know, for a couple of weeks in
March—a—a week or so in March or April when there were
those—that creek would rise up.

[00:12:55] SL: Well, who—so were the houses kind of on stilts?

TC: They were on blocks.

SL: Blocks?

TC: And some of 'em were, I guess, maybe some stilts, but they
were usually on some big wooden or concrete blocks.
[00:13:07] Yeah, you could get on a front porch with a—turn
over a washtub, and that front porch has got a hollow
underneath it. You [stomping sound] could get pretty good

stomp [unclear words] [SL laughs] washtub.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

You had a subwoofer there. [Laughter] That's funny.

Which Levon loved to do. We used to—he'd—we'd get out there,
and the bus would go—waitin' on the bus in the mornin', and he
would—uh—turn that tub over and say, "Go, son! Play that—get
that thing!" [Laughs] And then the—you could see the school
bus comin'. He'd say, "Hurry, here they come! Here they come!
Play it for 'em." [Laughter]

That's good. Well—um—we can—uh—we can go back to—uh—
your dad's side of the family . . .

Mh-hmm.

... anytime. [00:13:42] Let's talk about your mom's side now.
Um—Diamond and—uh—what was Diamond's wi . . .

Nell. Nell.

Nell. I—I don't know why—I've—I've known that all my life. I
don't know why I can't [TC laughs] remember that. Um—what
do you [TC coughs] remem—what do you remember about
Diamond and Nell?

Well—uh—they—great memories of them just like my dad's.
They were good grandparents and—and—uh—Dad—Granddad—
uh—Helm—he did—uh—he was sort of a sharecropper, too, but
he did other things—uh—whereas my, you know, my Granddad

Cagle never did any—much—anything but sharecropping, really.
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SL:  Mh-hmm.

[00:14:22] TC: That was his—but my Grandpa Diamond had a—he
was a—in law enforcement some. He worked for the Pinkerton
Agency some. He was a—the local—uh—a town deputy and—
uh—did different things. He was in—I don't know, he's been in
everything—a mule skinner, a riverboat runner, what [laughs]—
whatever it took. But—uh—I remember—uh—the main crop I
remember him growin' was—uh—peanuts. He grew a great big
field of peanuts one time, so we had peanuts runnin' out. And
he'd always take me to town with him and go to the cotton gin
and diff—different business things he was doin'. He would
always take me with him, and he'd take—uh—course, he'd take
extra diapers and stuff [/laughs] 'cause he had to take care of
me, so that's were my first memory was goin' to town with him
and standin' up there in the pickup truck by him until my legs
went to sleep and [laughs]—and—uh—yeah, they—just good,
good people. You know, always—uh—doin', tryin' to think of
your future.

[00:15:30] SL: You know, it's—uh—uh—not everybody had a truck.

TC: No.

SL: Not everybody had that mobility.

TC: No, they didn't. Mh-hmm. And that's what—that was their—
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uh—I m—that was the only vehicle they had was a—I believe, if
I remember, it was a pickup truck. And that was the way with
my—my granddad, too. That was my Grandpa Cagle.

SL: Uh-huh.

TC: Just a pickup and a couple of John Deere tractors.

SL: Um...

TC: Grandpa Diamond had a—had a Ford. Had a little Ford tractor.

[00:16:04] SL: Um—yeah, I forget what—um—what was the other
tractor manuf—Chalmers?

TC: Chalmers and Farmall.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

TC: Yeah. Yeah, but the . ..

[00:16:15] SL: So—um—Diamond and Nell were within a few miles
of your other grandparents.

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: So y'all were—um—almost within shouting distance of each
other. Is that. ..

TC: Oh yeah, yeah, it was . .

SL: ... kinda the way it was?

TC: Yeah.

[00:16:31] SL: Um—well, talk to me a little bit about Nell.

TC: Ah, well, she was a sweet grandmother. I don't—I don't know
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

what all to—you know, I could say about her, far as a prior
history of . . .

Mh-hmm.

I know that she—uh—she lost her mother at a young age. She
was—uh—maybe fourteen or so, so she lost her mom. And—
uh—we only—we—all we ever knew was—uh—our step-
grandmom, which was like Grandmom to me—even to my
mother because my mother never knew her grandmother, her
real grandmother. And so, my—she was just a—you know, she
was raised up in the hard life they—during the Depression and—
uh—you know, she—they learned to appreciate it—things more.
They, I mean, they didn't like to waste food. And even my

dad . ..

You clean your plate.

. . . [unclear words] would say, "If you don't—I don't care how
much you eat, but clean your plate. You know, don't—don't
throw away food."

Yeah.

[00:17:27] TC: And they—they just were—they was good parents,

and they had a good—they had a—a good sense of humor. They
laughed a lot, you know. They were lookin' for things to

constantly laugh about, whether it was goading the kids to do
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[00:17:44] SL:

TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:

TC:

somethin' or just their own—with their own conversations.

Lost Nell? Is that—is that how that worked?
No, it—it's a—it's a—her—her parents.

Oh, her parents.

Yeah.

Nell's parents.

Now, see her mother died early, and so, he . ..
I see.

. remarried.

[00:18:00] SL: So it'd be great-grandmother you did . . .

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah.

. . . you never really knew.
Yeah.

Okay. All right.

My great—my great-grandfather—uh—Wilson—Wheeler—

Wheeler—uh—Wilson. That was her maiden name, Wilson.

Nell's maiden name . . .

Nell.

. . was Wilson?

Nell. And—and the . ..

[00:18:14] SL: So the Wilson family's . . .
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Emma. Emma Nell Wilson.

. . . pretty—uh—big family over there in the Delta, aren't they?
I mean. ..

Mh-hmm.

. it seemed like they had . . .

[00:18:20] TC: Yeah, the ...

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

. .. a lot of interests.

. . . yeah, you know, I don't know if there's—they're sort of
spread out now and I—they—uh—there's a—uh—part of the
family that was—uh—uh—the name of Dollar, and I think the
Dollars are still sort of a large family branch there, but I—I
don't—don't know much about the Wilsons much anymore . . .
Mh-hmm.

... you know. We're . ..

I wonder if there's any relation to Bill Dollar.

Yeah, I also wondered that before, too. I—I—I don't. ..

I mean, I—you don't see Dollar [TC laughs] as a last name very
often.

Uh-uh.

Well—um—all right. Well, let's talk about your house now . . .
Okay.

. . . and your growin' up. Now, your . ..
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TC:

SL:

I...

... your dad's name . ..

[00:18:57] TC: Let me tell you one more story . . .

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Okay.

. . about—as long as we're on my great-grandpa.
Okay.
I was at—1I was sittin' in the kitchen, my great-grandmother's
kitchen. Her name was Agnes. And I was sittin' there talkin',
and I noticed she's got a piece of her earlobe missin'.
Uh-oh.
And I said, "Well, what happened there, Grandma?" And she
proceeded to tell the story of—uh—Grandpa and another man
got a—made a business deal a way back when and—on a
cornfield—went in together on a cornfield. Well, they had a—
some kind of a disagreement about that, so they were in the
kitchen havin' dinner one day, and she said, "Pow!" And this
guy was outside shootin', and he shot her earlobe off. So
[laughs] my granddad and him—he got into a gunfight right
there, tradin'—you know, they volleyed around there for little
bit, and then, finally, I guess he had enough, and he ran off.
But that's how—that's what happened with that. Had her ear

shot off in a corn dispute. [Laughs]
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Not much of a compromising guy.

No. [SL laugh] 1 think he was havin' a—I think my [unclear
word] . . .

Now, this—this was your great-grandmother . . .

My great-grandfather.

. . . Agnes?

[End of verbatim transcription]

[00:20:00] TC: Yeah, his name was Wheeler Wilson. Yeah. I think

SL:

TC:

I've got some pictures of him you saw [unclear words]. You
probably scanned 'em.

Okay. That's sounds good. Well, that's a great pioneer story.
[Laughter]

[Unclear words] some instant justice, I guess.

[00:20:18] SL: So let's go back to Diamond. You said that he was

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

kind of a volunteer officer.

Yeah, he was a town deputy, and I believe that he was a
Pinkerton guard.

That has to do with the trains, right?

Yeah. Now, I believe not just the trains. It was—it's—has to do
with just the security in general. In fact I forget what was the
businesses that he was a—like a security officer, probably. But

most of what I remember was him bein' the town deputy. And
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he wasn't—that was probably earlier before I really were—you
know, was old enough to start rememberin' things like that. But
yeah, he was a town deputy and—yeah, he was on the side of
law enforcement, and you can imagine what kind of justice they
dispensed back there then.

[00:21:17] SL: Yeah, I just wondered did he ever talk about some of
the stuff he had to do or . . .

TC: Yeah, hedid. ..

SL: ... what was expected of him?

TC: ... hedid a little. He didn't very much of it. I—you know, back
in those days, you know, civil rights had a ways to go, and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... segregation was pretty big down there. And so,
unfortunately, that was some of his job was to, you know, do
that kinda stuff. And you know, black people had their own club.
And they had to close down at a certain time, I mean, you know,
probably before white people had to go and do anything. Well,
these folks had to just shut down. So you know, unfortunately,
that was one of his jobs was to make sure they close up and go
home.

SL: Yeah, there is no question that they were kind of suppressed for

a long time over there.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah, yeah.

I wonder if his dad was also a Pinkerton guy or . ..

I don't know. You know, once we get to—I don't know much . ..
Yeah.

. . about the family after that.

[00:22:25] SL: Yeah. Hmm. So he—I mean, as far as—as long as

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

we're talkin' about that black and white thing, did y'all ever have
any trouble with African Americans or relationships?
In—when I was a young—like, growin' up there, it was—we
never had trouble. It was just that separation. You know, I
actually lived out in Turkey Scratch there. One place I lived
right across the road from a man, and one over here, and I
mean, they was all around us. But course, no schools. Weren't
sittin' together in the schools. It was, you know . . .
Right.
We never associated. Nobody ever—except when we'd
occasionally go out and pick cotton. If I went outand. ..
You worked beside them.

. . wanted to make a little show money, well, they were right
there, and there was no friction, you know, that I ever saw. I
know once I went back home after we had moved away and

sometime—point early in the [19]60s and I don't know what
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

happened, what was the reason, but people were riled up over in
Helena. And so, we—I—we found ourselves over there for some
reason, and people were in the streets, like, doin' this [clenches
and shakes fist] and cursin', and I knew then that I wanted to
get out of there. It wasn't safe at that time. But other than that
I, you know, I—we never did have a friction.
Yeah. Well, so back at your house, growing up, I mean, did you
ever share the dinner table with the African Americans? Did y'all
ever . ..
No, like I say . ..
. . . picnic together or . . .

. it was really a segregated time. It really was.
Yeah.
We'd—nobody socialized. You know, working was one thing, and

socializing was another, so. AndI. ..

[00:24:22] SL: What about sports? Did you ever . ..

TC: Sports?

SL: Yeah. Touch—or. ..

TC: Well. ..

SL: ... baseball, football, basketball?

TC: ...you know, and course, segregated schools and everything,
there wouldn't've been, and we never had occasion to get
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together with black chil—kids to play games or foot—you know,
sports. So I mean, I don't think there was ever a good excuse,

as they say, toget . ..

SL: So it was a pretty bold line then . ..

TC: Yeah,itwasa...

SL: ... betweenthe. ..

TC: . it was definite . . .

SL: . races there.

TC: ... line there, so.

SL: That's interesting stuff. Hmm. [00:25:00] Well, describe me—
describe to me the house that you grew up in—your earliest
memories of it.

TC: Well, that's a—that'd be a couple of different houses. They're
most—most of those houses were like the old shotgun shack
houses, you know. And they were a sharecropper's house. They
weren't—you know, they had—leaked when it rained and had to
watch out or the rats would come in, and so, you'd—it's just
what it was. They had a little cotton—a little shotgun shack on
the edge of a cotton field, and that's what I, you know,
remember mostly growin' up in a—you know, it's maybe a two
or—it's a three-room house, probably, you know. Usually about
the average size, about three rooms.
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SL: Front porch?

TC: Front porch and sometimes with a little back porch, too. I mean,
you know, the shotgun is just a straight shot from the front door
to the back door, you know.

SL: Yeah.

TC: That's what they were—most of the houses I lived in were . . .

SL: Potbelly, wood burning stove?

TC: A potbelly stove and sometimes—one—a couple of houses we
had actually had a gas stove, but most of it was wood burning,
yeah.

[00:26:13] SL: But you had electricity. Did—so did you have
refrigeration? Was there . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...wasthere...

TC: Yeah,wehad. ..

SL: ... an actual refrigerator?

TC: ....yeah, we had a 'frigerator.

SL: Okay, that's good. That's . ..

[00:26:22] TC: But we had to pack in our own water. We didn't
have indoor water, and we had a pump outside.

SL: But you had a well.

TC: Yeah. Yeah. Had a couple of big buckets, and you fill that up in
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the evenin' and . . .

SL: Yeah. [TC laughs] Yeah. And the bathtub was a washtub?

TC: Yeah. Outside.

SL: Outside. Yeah.

TC: [Unclear word] in the wintertime 'cause you could bring in it
[unclear words].

SL: Right. Heat up the water on the stove.

TC: That's right.

[00:26:51] SL: So was there just one stove in the house, or was
there—I mean . ..

TC: The. ..

SL: ... the kitchen was also in the house. Is that right?

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: I mean, someday—sometimes the kitchen was outside.

TC: Right. Yeah, this. ..

SL: But...

TC: It was in the house, yeah.

SL: So was there a stove in the kitchen and then a stoveora . ..

TC: Well, there . ..

SL: ...kindof aheat...

TC: ... there were—yeah, usually, there were, like, the stove in the

par—a heating stove in the living room . . .
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Right.

. . . and in the kitchen areas. Some days that I guess were
really cold, you might turn on both but most of the time not.
You know, you got that heater or that—or the woodstove. You
just had to keep it goin'. Keep it ?crankin'?.

Yeah, now, was the kitchen stove a woodstove, or was it
electric?

It was electric.

Electric.

Yeah.

Okay, well, that's convenient.

Yeah.

[00:27:34] SL: Yeah. So how many kids were in your household?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

My family had four kids. I had two sisters and a brother. I had
a sister—my youngest sister passed away at an early age, and
she was, like, five years old, and she died . . .

Mh-hmm. What was her name?

. . . she—her name was Cathy.

Cathy.

Cathy Ellen.

And were you older than she was?

Yeah, I'm the oldest. Yeah.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Uh-huh. Soyou. ..
She was the youngest.

. remember her.
Oh yeah. I sure do.
Do you remember the circumstances—how she . . .
Yeah. Well, all of us got sick and—with some sort of a stomach
ailment, a real bad one. Today—you could take medicine they
have today, and you'd—it'd take care of it.
Mh-hmm, so it . ..
But then, they just. ..

. . was some kind of flu.

. . . didn't have a—they didn't have a handle on it so she just—
she didn't get better.
Didn't make it.
You know, we all—the other three got eventually healed up, but

she just couldn't do it. Just couldn't handle it, and so.

[00:28:37] SL: So to see a doctor, did y'all have to get in the truck

TC:

and go to Helena or . . .
Yeah. Yeah, Helena was—hospital was bout the only county
hospital—area hospital. I think the next one was thirty miles

away or somethin' like that.

[00:28:54] SL: Okay, so now, tell me about your other siblings.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Well, I had a brother named Rickie, and he's about two years
younger than me and ornery little devil [unclear words], but 1
made him that way.

I was gonna say.

I worked him over pretty good. [Laughs]

Yeah.

When he got a little bit older, he was—got a little bigger than
me, and I sort of [SL /aughs] thought, "Well, maybe I'd better
have some mercy on him. [SL /laughs] Maybe he'll have mercy
on me later."

He's probably gotten enough. [TC laughs] Yeah. Okay, so
Rickie, a couple of years younger than you.

Uh-huh. And then a sister named Sharon who's a couple of
years younger than that, and then, of course, my sister Cathy,
who passed away.

Okay. So that's three. [00:29:36] So were there chores that
you were responsible for . . .

Yeah.

. . . around the house?

Yeah, we had . . .

Tell me what a normal day for you would be.

Well, usually—you know, then let's take a school day. When you
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come home from school, you have to get the house in order,
clean up, and usually there was the old dishes left over from the
breakfast that morning. Nobody had time to do 'em then, so
we'd clean the kitchen, and you just do the dishes and things
and the floors. Bring in water for the evening. And a lotta
times, you know, you'd have a bowl of—a pot of beans ready to
be cooked, and so, you'd turn those on quick as you get home,
and they'd cook up a couple of hours before Mom and Dad get
home from work. And that's—and then, you know, after you get
the basic chores done, then you better do your homework, and

that's . ..

[00:30:38] SL: So what was it that your mom did during the day?

TC:

SL:

TC:

What was her job?

Well, her—she went to work in a garment factory [someone
coughs in background] in Helena. I think it was called Bobbie
Brooks.

Okay.

And so, she worked there, and my dad, you know, he saw that
he didn't wanna be a sharecropper, so he became a mechanic.

He worked as a mechanic. And that was their job.

[00:31:08] SL: Now, so you'd get up in the morning. Would

breakfast be on the table?
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Usually Mom had fixed breakfast and left it, you know.
And left it for you?

Yeah, yeah. Lotta biscuits and gravy.

Yeah.

So, yeah.

Nothin' much better, though.

That's right. [SL laughs] That's right.

[00:31:31] SL: And then were you—did you make your own bed

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

every morning?

Yeah. Yep. Or if you didn't make it that mornin', you better
have it made by the time they come home.

Before they got home. [TC laughs] Yeah. [00:31:45] What
about garden stuff? Was there a garden outside the house?
Yeah, usually the—when my granddad and parents had the
garden most of the time because my dad and mom workin' all
the time. They didn't really have as much time for the garden.
But they would be a part of and help with the grandparents'
garden, and they had a really big one, you know.

So they were on site enough to take care of it [unclear words].
Yeah, yeah, there was on si—yeah, it was on-site. And course,
you know, grandparents in those days, they were young and

healthy, too. So there was plenty of help for that, and [clears
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throat] so.

[00:32:30] Bob Cochran: What about the sleeping room? Let me—

TC:

BC: ..

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

can we go back and get that? You had to make your bed, but
you got two siblings, even after your younger . . .

Right.

. Sister had died.

Yeah.

And you're in a shotgun house, so your house is three rooms
deep and one room wide. And. ..

Yeah.

. .. are we right?

Yeah, that's about right.

All right.

Yeah.

[00:32:46] BC: So the—so tell me a little bit about how you—did you

sleep in a room with both your siblings?

TC: We actually . ..

BC: You divide thator. ..

TC: And some of those shotgun houses had a wing or had one room
off to the side . . .

BC: Off...

TC: ...so woulda been, like, three and then one, you know.
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BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

Yeah.

And other than that, we would have to sleep in the same room.
You know, we'd have two beds for the kids, me and my brother
and then my two sisters. That's the way we slept.

Okay. Yeah.

And you'd wake up in the mornin' with a foot in your nose, you

know. [Laughter]

[00:33:29] SL: Let's see. We were talkin' about the gardens. 1

TC:

gue—oh, what about livestock? Did anyone have any livestock?
[Coughs] They weren't—not too much. We had some—just
enough—you know, like, a couple of milk cows and maybe a pig
or two, and we'd butcher that hog in the fall. I've seen my
granddad have it—cut up the whole hog right in the kitchen.
[Laughs] Cut everything up. But that—other than that, you
know, some chickens for eggs, but as far as a farm operation of

animals and—no. The farming was all crops.

[00:34:12] SL: Speaking of hogs, usually in the fall that's what folks

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

would, you know, dress out every inch of a hog . ..
Yeah.

. . . and use every part of it.

Yeah.

Did you have a smokehouse or . . .
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yes.

. . . anything?

Yes, we did. Had a smokehouse.

And, like, one family would do their hog one weekend, and then
the family down the road would do theirs the next weekend, and
everybody kinda—did everyone kind of share and make sure
we—you had the . . .

Somewhat.

... stuff . ..

Somewhat. I—there was always a lot of cooperation between
the fam—farm families, and you know, if you needed help or
needed somethin', there was a lot of cooperation there. But our
family, as far as, you know, the Cagles would go, they—there
were a lotta men in the family, and you know, they didn't really
need a lot of outside help with stuff like that. [Unclear words]

regular house.

[00:35:09] SL: So you had some uncles with Cagle, and your dad

had some brothers who . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: . . was it just—how many brothers did your dad have?

TC: He had two brothers, James and Charles.

SL: And was there a—who was—was there a Mutt?

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 36

Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

TC: Mutt was Charles's nickname. Yeah.

SL: Okay.

TC: That was Levon's high school buddy.

SL: Yeah, yeah. We'll get to [laughs] him . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... alittle later. [TC laughs] But—so were you—did you know
your uncles very well? Did you . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...getto...

TC: Yeah. Knew 'em pretty well.

SL: ...spend time with them? [00:35:41] Did they do the fishing
thing with you, and I mean, were they . ..

TC: Well, yeah, the—Charles was a—he was, you know, like I say,
about ten years older than me, so he was already doin' adult
things with—you know, in that age bracket. But my—the
younger one, James, was four or five years older than me. So
he was close . . .

SL: A little closer.

TC: ... enough that we, you know, we banged around and wrestled
around and all that kinda stuff together. Usually when I spent
the weekend with 'em, I either slept in his bed with him or my
aunt's bed with her. [SL laughs] We'd close off that door and

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 37

Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

pull on the blankets. [Laughs]
Yeah.

The quilts.

Yeah.

[Unclear words].

[00:36:24] SL: So it sounds like to me that it was a—pretty much a

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

family community . . .

Yeah.

... like L

It was. Everybody knew everybody.

The Cagles and the Helms were all out there together.

The Cagles and the Helms, yeah. The Reeds. That was the—the
Reeds were a big part of the family that was one of my dad's
sister's family, and they had a lotta kids, you know, so they . . .
Do...

When we got together, there was a load of us, boy, a load of us.
More than a gaggle. [Laughs]

Yeah, more than a gaggle. [Laughter] No wonder they always

told us to go outside and play.

[00:37:05] SL: Yeah, no kidding. [TC laughs] Well, let's talk about

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas
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TC:

Yeah, yeah.

[00:37:14] SL: What about alcohol? Was alcohol around?

TC:

SL:

TC:

No. Not. ..

None.

. .. that's one thing I don't ever remember any of the family—
none of the men or my granddads. They did—they didn't drink
beer, or if they did it wasn't around me. It wasn't around the
kids. It wasn't at home. And I know what—occasionally—my
granddad on the Cagle side—they weren't, the parents, you
know, they weren't really big on goin' out. You know, they were
really strictly farming kind of people and they—but Diamond and
Nell were like my mom and dad. They liked to go out to the
honky-tonks once in a while, and then they drank then, of

course. But they never did drink around us and . . .

[00:37:58] SL: Well, was there—was church a factor?

TC: Pardon me?

SL: Was church a factor?

TC: No, I don't think they—it was, really. They weren't real religious
people. We didn't go to church all the time, you know, and—
[clears throat] but I don't think that really had a lot to do with—
maybe it did some, you know, their religious feelings about it,
but I never did get the—much of a sense of, you know,
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

strong . ..

Dogma about it.

. . . you know, dogma about things. And yeah, and it was a—it
was not hardly mentioned and talked about at home, things like
that.

So did you go to church on Sundays?

We did, but not all the time.

Not all the time.

Not very . ..

And was it a Baptist church?

Yeah, it was—the Church of Christ is what it was.

Oh, Church of Christ.

It was right there on the corner of that road I'm tellin' you of . . .
Yeah.

. in Turkey Scratch. Well, that's the county church on that
corner. The other corner here is Turkey Scratch's store. [SL
laughs] So that's . ..

Well, did the church also serve as a community building?
Mh-hmm. That's where they would have the big cookouts
afterwards, you know, whenever people—when there would be

gatherings. Set it all out—up out in the yard there, so.

[00:39:18] SL: Do you ever remember the preacher? Was there a
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

preacher, or was it always a visiting preacher or . . .

I don't remember the preacher too much. I remember my
Sunday school teacher. She was real pretty, and I liked her.
Her name was Rosemary. [Laughs] I'd say I remember her.
So that was just on Sundays.

Yeah, just on Sundays.

Did you have Sunday-go-to-meetin' clothes that you wore when
you went to church, or was it. ..

Ah yeah, I can't hardly remember. I guess I had to put on my
best shirt. [Laughs]

Yeah.

So probably about the same clothes that I wore to school, you

know.

[00:39:54] SL: Was there a—do you member a Bible being in the

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:
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house?

Oh yeah. We always. ..
Did anyone . ..

. . . had the family Bible.

. ..everread fromitor. ..
No.

No.

I don't think we ever had a—someone just, you know, take the
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Bible and read it out to the family. My . ..

Trey Marley: Scott, excuse me. Can we stop one second? That—
that's pretty loud.

SL: Okay.

[Tape stopped]

[00:40:17] TC: I think we were talkin' about reading the Bible.

SL: Yeah, or just had the presence of a Bible in the . . .

TC: Yeah,wehad. ..

SL: ...houseand...

TC: ... we had—present—there was—my grandpa's mother, I
remember her. Her name was Dolly. And her husband was my
granddad's stepfather, and he was a preacher. Now, when he
would come around, well, he would do that. He was pretty—
Bible-thumping kinda guy—you know, strong and . . .

SL: Everyone kinda straightened up whenever . . .

TC: Everybody straightened up [SL laughs], and you know, he might
read a passage. We always had a prayer f—give thanks at—
for—at the dinner table.

[00:40:58] SL: Grace. I wasgonna. ..

TC: We always did that.

SL: ... ask who usually said grace at the dinner table.

TC: Waell, it was usually ma—Grandpa or Grandma, usually. Maybe a
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visitor, if we had a, you know, a guest or somethin’, they might

ask them to but—somebody always did that.

[00:41:17] SL: So the kids never took turns doin' that?

TC:

SL:

TC:

Pardon me?
Did the kids ever take turns doing the—saying grace?
Well, they didn't ask kids to very often. It was more of an adult

deal, I guess.

[00:41:30] SL: Uh-huh. Well, okay, so what about musical

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

instruments in the house?

Well, we always had—well, the Helm side more so than the
Cagle side, we had guitars, you know, and usually it was a, like,
a washtub or somethin' that we'd always wanna beat on for
drums. We didn't really have a lotta drums at that time there.
Mostly had guitars.

So there was a guitar in the Cagle house where you . . .

I don't remember too many music instruments in the Cagle
house. Plenty of 'em in the Helm . ..

It was all over at Diamond and Nell's place.

Yeah.

And so, were there ever any musical events or sessions at the
Cagle house?

Well, the Cagles, I don't know if they ever had any—I don't
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SL:

TC:

remember if—them if they did. I remember those kind of events
where people would just go to somebody's house. You know, we
turned a big bright bulb on up there and have a, you know, a
fiddlin'. [Laughs]

Push the furniture to the walls and . . .

Yeah. Yeah, that was the country livin', you know, party time at

Saturday night.

[00:42:49] BC: Did anybody have radiosor. ..

SL:

BC:

SL:

BC:

TC:

Yeah, I was gonna . . .

. . . or phonograph record . . .

... I wasgonnasay...

. . . you know, Victrolas or . . .

I can remember my—they had a radio. Now, the Cagles and the
Helms were that—kind of that way, too, at fir—early on. They
had a television, especially I remember the Cagles, they had a
television that I just thought was this black box for—you know,
'cause they never turned it on. I can remember 'em turnin' it on
once, and maybe they watched the Grand Ole Opry or somethin'
one time, and then they turned it right off. And other than that,
they would turn the radio on and—on Saturday night and listen
to the Grand Ole Opry. That was about—that's about the only

time they would . . .
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BC: Yeah.

TC: ... listened to the radio or—and never watched television.

Never watched. I didn't have a television till I was ten years old.

[Laughs] T had . ..
SL: That's a blessing.

TC: Finally got a TV and three channels. [Laughter] Hot dog!

SL: Yeah, I know. So the children never took over the radio tuning

or...
TC: No. No, you didn't touch—you didn't get to touch that kinda
stuff, you know.

[00:43:52] SL: Any other radio programs, like any of the . . .

TC: Well, they—we—they—KFFA, you know, in Helena was always

playin', and I'd—Levon would like to tune that on, and that was

probably my favorite for listenin'.
SL: Well, sure. Sonny Boy Williamson and . . .
TC: Yeah.
SL: Yeah.
TC: Yeah. [Laughs]
SL: Robert Lockwood Jr.
TC: Right.
SL: So what about shows like Amos 'n' Andy and—do you ever

remember hearing any of those . . .
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TC:

SL:

TC:

I remember that program. I—you know, when my Granddad
Helm and them moved to town, I musta been maybe in the
second grade. See, we were kind of back and forth to—from
Turkey Scratch into town, Marvell. And then we moved back out
there. But wh—but in about the second grade, I think it was, I—
they moved into town, and we did, too. And in a little house
right—a shotgun house right there beside them almost. And so,
I can remember get—walkin' over and watchin'—you know, get
to watch a little bit of TV with them in the evening [unclear
word]. And he—Grandpa always liked to watch the news, and
then he'd watch Amos 'n' Andy and a few [unclear words]. That
went—TV went off pretty early, you know. But that was—that's
what I remember as far as entertainment times as TV or radio,
anything like that. [00:45:21] I remember some days they—I
would go over, but my aunt wouldn't let me come in 'cause she's
cleanin' the house. And of course, Wheeler, Levon's younger
brother, he lived there, so he could sit there and watch TV, and
I'm at the window—"Hey, I wanna come in! [Laughter] Let me
in, too!" "Well, I—not yet, I'm clean the house," you know. So
I'd watch the cartoons through the window until they got done.
Now, which aunt was that?

Which aunt was that?
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Uh-huh.

That's—her name is Linda.

Linda.

She run—she owns the Venesian Inn . . .

Venesian Inn.

. in Tontitown. Yeah.

[00:45:50] SL: And Linda actually used to play gigs with . . .

TC: Yeah, they. ..

SL: ... Levon.

TC: In high school they had a gig. She played a washtub bass.

SL: Yeah. Yeah, I've seen images of that.

TC: Yeah.

SL: So that's funny. She wouldn't let you in the house while she was
cleanin’, huh?

TC: Yeah, yeah. She didn't want anybody in the way. She had [SL
laughs] to let Wheeler stay there because he lived there.
[Laughs]

SL: Yeah.

TC: And occasionally she'd run him out of there, too—"Get outta
here," you know.

SL: Yeah.

TC: "Get outta the way."
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[00:46:16] SL: Okay, so the Cagles and the Helms moved into
Helena for a few years, and then they . ..

TC: Now, the. ..

SL: ... moved back out to the farm?

TC: ... the Cagles never did move away.

SL: Never did move.

TC: Not until my grandmother died.

SL: Okay.

TC: And then my grandpa moved from there. But the Helms move—
lived in Turkey Scratch. The school bus—early, you know, when
I first started school. Then they moved—when they moved to
town, they never did move back out to Turkey Scratch.

SL: Okay.

TC: Eventually moved to Helena, and they lived there maybe a year
or so before moving up here.

SL: Okay.

TC: And that would've been, like, 1963, I believe.

[00:47:00] SL: So pretty much that farmhouse is where you did all
your growin' up . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... for the most part.

TC: 1did. Yeah.
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[00:47:06] SL: Yeah. Okay. As far as things like sugar and flour
and coffee and all that stuff, did y'all always have to go into
town to get that, or was there a wagon that—or, you know . . .

TC: No,we'd. ..

SL: .. a car—a truck that would . . .

TC: ...we'dgointotown, just. ..

SL: You'd go into town.

TC: ... aregular grocery store run. Yeah.

[00:47:31] SL: Well, let's talk about goin' into town, then. Let's talk
about Helena.

TC: All right.

SL: So I'm guessing you probably have Helena memories starting
about, what? [Nineteen] fifty-five, [19]567

TC: Yeah, I think my first memory of Helena was goin' to a
Christmas parade, and you know, really, there was thousands of
people. And Helena used to be a really jumpin' town and, yeah,
I remem—that was my first memory of it, gettin' on my uncle's
shoulder so I could see above everybody, see the parade.

[00:48:05] SL: You know, I've been told that there was a time when
there were actually slot machines out on the sidewalks outside
the drugstore, and do you—that's probably before your time, 1

would guess.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah, I don't remember . . .
You don't remember that.

. if, you know. If it—I guess it was.

[00:48:22] SL: What about the radio station? Do you member the

TC:

King Biscuit Time radio station? The building it was in?

I don't remember a whole lot about it. I just remember, you
know, the—basically that somebody would—Levon, usually,
would turn it on and listen to it on Friday or Saturday night, and
you know, I was alongside there for the listen. But I never did
get to go to the station. I think that's how he got his first playin'
jobs. He always went down there and was there hangin' around,
listenin'. And one of the drummers didn't show up for some
reason one night and a guy there that I was—that knew him—he
said, "Hey, this kid over here knows how to play drums. We
could give him a shot," you know, so they did. [Laughs] That

was his first job.

[00:49:10] SL: I guess we oughta go ahead and talk about Levon.

TC:

Now, you know, I hear Levon [pronounced |é-VON], and I hear
Levon [pronounced LE-von]. I've heard that Levon actually
preferred Levon [pronounced LE-von], but everyone that grew
up with him calls him Levon [pronounced |é-VON].

Yeah.
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SL: And so, did he really have a preference or . . .

TC: Well, he never did say to me. I don't think he—it really
mattered one way or the other. I believe Levon [pronounced
LE-von] got started with the Canadian accent . . .

SL: Okay.

TC: ... when he went to Canada that—and he—first time he came
back with those guys, they were callin' him Levon [pronounced
LE-von]. It was just—I thought it was their accent, you know,
and so, I think that's what—how it started. Justa. ..

[00:49:59] SL: You know, I see his name spelled two different ways,
too.

TC: Yeah. [Unclear words].

SL: Depends on what. ..

TC: You can look . ..

SL: ...I'mreading.

TC: ... in high school annuals, and I guess on his birth certificate
it's L-A-V-O-N.

SL: Okay.

TC: But he autographed—he always signed his name L-E-V-O-N. So
maybe by that, that's his preference, you know.
[00:50:17] SL: Yeah. So do you member the first time that you ran

into Levon? Do you member . ..

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 51
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

TC: The first time I ever ran into him?

SL: Yeah. Do you member your first exper—Levon experience?

TC: Ah, yeah, I had—I don't remember exact—the exact—but
anyway, it's just—he was just there, and I was old enough to
start bein' cognitive of things, you know. He just was always
that guy there encouragin' and sayin', "Come on, son! Let's, you
know, let's go to town. Let's do this. Let's" ...

[00:50:48] SL: Well, now, he's several years older than you.

TC: He's a—he was ten years older.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: [Laughs] So, yeah, he was way ahead of you in school, so
you . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...didn't have that common experience.

TC: He was a senior when I was in the second grade. Yeah. That's
a...

[00:51:05] SL: Yeah. How were you in school, by the way?

TC: How wasI?

SL: Yeah.

TC: [Laughs] Well, I could be probably a little unruly sometimes,

and you know, I—probably be—I probably needed to have my
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

mind better occupied. Yeah, it was easy to get bored and . . .
Yeah.

. . . look out the windows and . . .

Was there anything about school that you liked?

[Laughs] The usual answers are the recess and lunch and stuff.
[Laughter]

Yeah.

I don't know. Just. ..

Teasin' the girls.

When I [/aughter] think back, you know, you got better
memories of it then. It was—there was—it was good—the

friendship of it all. You know, all the people you knew.

[00:51:51] SL: So did you go to school in Marvell?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Mh-hmm.

Is that where . . .

Yeah.

. . . the school was? How big a school was it?

Not too big. The whole town was a population of about a little
less than two thousand, you know, so it probably wasn't—like,
maybe it was a couple of hundred and a few—Iless than five
hundred, I think, was the pop . ..

Well, still, that means that it was a pretty good-size school
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building, then.

TC: Waell, it was a, yeah, it was a di—it was divided into two
buildings. It—the elementary wing and then the high school and
the gymnasium—they all—or auditorium. That's what I mean.

SL: Did each grade have its own room?

TC: Yeah, there was—but there was, maybe, like, two first-grade
classes, two second grades. You know, they had a . ..

SL: That's pretty big, actually.

TC: Yeah. I tell you what. When you go and look at it now, it
doesn't look very big.

SL: I know.

TC: It's all—it's small.

SL: But a lot of folk, you know, did all grade-school grades in one
room . ..

TC: Yeah, I know.

SL: ...youknow. One teacher.

TC: Before they tore it down, they—the gymnasium—you know, the
auditorium was a part of the high school and built—building. But
the gymnasium was a separate building across the street. And I
went—before they tore it down, I looked at that thing one day,
and I—"How in the heck do you get all these people in there to
play basketball in that little thing?"
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SL: Yeah.

TC: "How could you do that?" But they did. They managed. [Clears
throat] It didn't look any bigger than my house, really.

[00:53:27] SL: So did you have a favorite subject or a favorite
teacher or. ..

TC: Well, T guess my favorite subject would've been history . . .

SL: M'kay.

TC: ... and didn't really have a particularly favorite teacher. Some
of 'em maybe coddled me a little more than the other ones
[clears throat] but other than that I—they were all great
teachers.

[00:53:57] SL: You know, just reading your body language here, it
soun—it looks like you have some stories to tell about maybe not
paying good enough attention or [TC laughs] maybe some
mischievous behavior that you got caught doing or . . .

TC: Well, you remember I tol—tellin' you a while ago bout they
changed—tried to change me from left- to right-handed.

SL: Yeah, go ahead and tell that story again 'cause I . ..

TC: That was in the first grade, and the teachers thought if they
caught me early enough to teach me from the get-go that I
would adapt, you know, so do everything right-handed and all

so—but it didn't work, and it caused a stutter. So my mom did—
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SL:

TC:

got angry about that, you know, and upset and went to school
and straightened that out with 'em and went back to the left
hand, and everything got okay. But during that time they would
have me—they—your job was—the chore right before lunch was
everybody had to write to one hundred. Just write the numbers
down. Well, I couldn't—that was almost impossible for me to do
that right-handed and tryin' to—and they wanted me to do it
right-handed. You know, and I [/aughs] wanted to cheat, but
they wanted right hand. So as a result, I wouldn't get it
completed, and then I eventually got where I wouldn't even try.
I didn't even want to. So. ..

Right.

.. . they'd make me sit in the recess and do that while all the
ki—other kids were playin' there, you know, and I said, "Well,

this is not right. [Laughs] I wanna play, too."

[00:55:30] SL: But your mom came in and . . .

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

My mom went . . .
... kinda . ..
. . up and had a talk with them and said, "You know, got to get
that back to the—let him go natural." So. ..
Man, that's so strange that they'd wantto . ..

Yeah, I don't. ..
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

BC:

SL:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

. . . do that.

The idea—Ilike, it was just if they caught it [snaps fingers] from

the beginning to teach somebody to wr—you know.

As if there was something wrong with being left-handed.
Yeah.

That's weird. [Laughter] 1 don't get that at all.

AndI...

It was really common. It was really common.

Was it?

Yeah, we're the sa—I'm older than you, even, and I had a
brother that was left-handed, and my father had to stop the
school from . . .

Yeah.

. . . doin' the same thing.

Yeah.

Your experience is a really common one.

Yeah. I don't know why that was looked at that way, you

know—left-handed.

[00:56:16] SL: Okay, so anything else about Marvell besides the

TC:

SL:

school? Did they have a theater there?
Yeah.

So you were more likely to go to Marvell . . .
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TC: Yeah...

SL: ... than Helena.

TC: ...]Iact—yeah, that—Helena was a kind of a rare tripin . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: . . early days. And Marvell would be where you went to get
groceries and everything. Levon would take me to—into town or
if—when we lived in town, well, it was just a little—it was a jaunt
up the road, right around the corner. We'd go up to the theat—
movie theater was right on the corner downtown, and so was the
pool hall. So he'd—we'd go and sidetrack the movie theater and
go to the pool hall [laughs] sometimes. And I'm only about
nine—eight or nine or ten at this time. But he'd get—he'd take
me to the pool hall, and he'd put me up on the barstool and buy
me some peanuts and Coke and I—and then put a bunch of
money in the jukebox. And he'd play pool, and I'd sit there and
listen to Chuck Berry all through the evenin' and peanuts and
Coca-Cola [laughs] in the bottle, you know.

SL: That's funny. Yeah, I member droppin' those in . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...the bottle. Sure. [TC laughs] [00:57:34] So how did—I
mean, I guess your mom and dad were okay with you takin' off
with . ..
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TC: Yeah.

SL: ...Levonand...

TC: Yeah, he was the, you know, he was the—any of the adult
relatives, they would've been okay with it. He was the one that
always did, and yeah, they were fine with that.

[00:57:54] SL: Well, didn't you—I mean, didn't you get into any
trouble before your time with Levon? I mean, what kind of . . .

TC: On my own, you mean?

SL: Yeah, yeah.

TC: Durin' those days? Yeah, I—yeah, once I was—I didn't get
caught doin' this, but I would've [SL laughs] got in trouble. I—
they—back then it was fairly common to see teams of wagon—
teams of mules, you know . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...indowntown. And one was a—it was when I lived in town.
I'm walkin' towards town, and there's a team over—a mule team
on the opposite side of the road. And I didn't think much about
it. I went [clicks tongue], "Yah," and boy, they took off.

SL: Uh-oh.

TC: [Laughs] They were takin'—they'd—away they went, and I was
lookin' around to make sure anybody [SL laughs] saw me, and I

went ahead and eased on down the road myself. But I never did
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

see the guy come out. I don't know what—if he caught 'em and
when he caught 'em or how far [SL laughs] they got, but.
[Laughs]

You avoided the [someone coughs] punishment . . .

Ah, yeah.

. . . on that one.

Yeah, I did.

Yeah.

Nobody caught me on that one. [00:59:01] I didn't getin a lot
of trouble. I just had, you know, those issues at school where I
didn't wanna do things 'cause I didn't want to do 'em right-
handed, you know.

Right.

I mean, I got—once I got back to the left, well, then I
participated a little bit more. But I was never really big on all
this, especially math. I couldn't stand math. I hated it all the
way through school. Even high school, I didn't like it. But
history was a—would've been the subject I was most interested
in and—but lots of trouble? I didn't get into lots of trouble. Just
little mischievous things here . . .

Like . . .

. . . and there.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TM™M:

SL:

. . . pretty much standard-issue stuff . . .
Yeah.

. . . that everybody . ..

Yeah.

. . . gotin trouble.

Everybody does it.

Well, that's good. [Laughter] So . ..
Scott, let's change tapes.

Okay.

[Tape stopped]

[00:59:47] SL: So, Terry, we're starting our second tape. We may

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

or may not make it through this tape before we have to break
for lunch, but . ..

Yeah, okay.

. . . anyway, I forget—we were—I know we had been talkin'
about your schooling at Marvell and that they tried to get you to
become a right-hand person, and that kinda stymied you in a
number of ways, for it created a stutter you didn't like—that was
not a good thing.

Yeah.

And your mom had to come in and straighten 'em out.

Right.
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SL: Basically read the law to them, I guess.

TC: Yeah.

[01:00:26] SL: And things got better for you after that, but you
really didn't have—other than history, you didn't really embrace
a whole lot or get excited about school.

TC: No. No, I didn't. I'd just—I don't know if it was methods. You
know, I just was not interested in school. I wanted . ..

[01:00:48] SL: What about recreation stuff when you were in grade
school and—or in the public schools. Did you participate in
baseball or football or . . .

TC: I played a little—I played some Little League Baseball for one
season. I—and most of t—you know, most of that time was—in
the country you just didn't—couldn't run into town all the time,
you know, whenever you got people or parents and everybody
that's workin', and everybody's busy makin' a livin'. They don't
really—we didn't have as much time for the extracurricular
activities that some of the town kids did, you know.

SL: Yeah,it'sa...

TC: I was a terrible baseball player.

SL:  You were?

TC: I was terrible. [SL laughs] 1 struck out every time the coach—

every time—he got to where when I got up to bat, he'd say, "Let
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

'em walk you. Let 'em walk you." [Laughter]

Or step in front and let him hit you. [Laughs]

He knew I was gonna strike out. [Laughter]

Yeah, I wasn't much of a baseball player, either. But—so team
sports were kind of out of it just by . . .

They're kind of . . .

. . circumstance.

[01:01:50] TC: [Clears throat] It's just by circumstance, and you

know, I think—you know, my dad and his brothers, they played
a little bit, but they couldn't even pl—they couldn't participate,
either. My daddy quit school in the eighth grade because when
you're gettin' the crops in is the most important thing. And even
to that point to education takes a backseat, so my dad would—
by the time all the crops would get in, it'd be, like, close to
Christmas, and he'd be that far behind. It was just impossible to

catch up, you know.

[01:02:27] SL: Not unusual to stop at eighth grade . . .

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

No.

. . . back then.

Not then, it wasn't.

There was a lotta work. It was. ..

Yeah.
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SL:

TC:

. . a survival thing.

Right.

[01:02:37] SL: But you know, you did mention that Marvell had a

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

band . . .
Yeah.
.or. ..
They had a high school band and . . .
Had a high school band, but you didn't ever . . .
Well, see, I went to—my school years in Marvell were just
through the elementary grade level . . .
Okay.
. . . up to sixth grade, and then we moved up here.
Oh.
So most all—most of my school was up here, actually, in junior

high and high school was here.

[01:03:02] SL: So why was it that y'all moved to Springdale?

TC:

Well, when we fi—moved away, you know, the—my dad could
see that that wasn't much to be had down there, you know. So
he got a—somehow got acquainted with a man that lived in
California, and they got a—made an agreement to—so for him to
move out there and go into business. [01:03:29] So we

actually moved from Marvell to California first.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 64
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:
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Ah, do you member where?

Blythe, California.

Blythe.

Right out there by Needles.

Yeah, that's . . .

Right in the middle of the . . .

. . . like desert stuff.

It's right there—right on the Colorado River, just about. But we
moved there, and we only lived there about a month, and that
thing fell through with those two—that—gettin' my dad and that
guy. Whatever happened didn't work, so away we moved from
there. And while we were there, we got a letter—member seein'
the letter Mom got where—from Grandmom and it had the
Springdale, Arkansas, address on it. Said, "Hey, well, they've
moved to this town called Springdale." [01:04:07] So we
moved [clears throat] from—back to here. Well, we came
through here to see them, but we were on our way to Michigan,
and my dad knew some people, and we had some relatives up
there on the Helm side. And so, he moved up there, and he
went to work at a boat marina workin' on outboard motors and,
you know, and tr—boat motors and stuff, so we lived in Michigan

for about a year. We moved back here—moved to Fayetteville,
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TM™M:

SL:

actually, and we—I went to school there about a year. Then my
dad went back to Michigan. [Laughs] So we lived there about
another year, and then we moved back here permanently. I was
in about the ninth grade when we finally moved here . . .

And settled . . .

. . . [unclear words]. Yeah.

So you were in and out . . .

Scott, can we wait one second. That's—that is really picking up
here.

Okay.

[Tape stopped]

[01:05:10] SL: Okay, we just had a great lunch [camera clicks] [TC

laughs] delivered from—by your better half.

TC: She makes a mean taco, boss.

SL: Man, I can't thank her enough. That was great stuff. I'm full,
but I've got my cup of coffee, so . . .

TC: That's good. [Laughter]

SL: ...youready to go again?

TC: I'm ready.

SL: Okay, when we—we kinda stopped just after we got the second
tape goin'.

TC: Yeah.
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SL: But we're talk—we were talkin' about your dad hookin' up with
somebody for a—an arrangement or some kind of deal over in
Blythe, California. That didn't work. It—within a month . ..

TC: Right.

SL: ...you were outta there.

TC: It was about a month.

[01:05:50] SL: So you didn't really spend—did you actually—did y'all
actually go out to Blythe, or was it just him?

TC: Yeah, we went out to Blythe and actually . . .

SL: So you fol—you went out there . . .

TC: ... went—registered into school and we actually went to school
about a month there—three or four weeks. Yeah.

[01:06:04] SL: So you mentioned that's right next to the Colorado
River, but . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...isn't that also kinda where the desert is?

TC: Yeah, it's right at—right in the middle of the desert.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Yeah. So...

TC: Itwas a 110 degrees when we got out there.

SL: Man!
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TC:

Early s—first of September, you know, so . . .

[01:06:20] SL: Okay, so that didn't work out. So you guys pull up

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

stakes. I'm assuming you're in the middle of the school year
or...
Yeah. Right.
. .. just a month into it or whatever . . .
Yeah.
. .. and you had gotten a letter from—was it Nell . . .
Yeah.
. .. that y'all had gotten a letter from, and the address was
Springdale?
Right.
So she and Diamond had already . . .
They'd already . . .
. moved to Springdale.

. moved up. Right.

[01:06:41] SL: And so, I guess Levon was with them at that time.

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Well, he was on the road then.

He was already on the road.

He was already on the road. Had . ..
Okay.

. . . had been on a few years, and he's the one that bought the
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

house for them in Springdale.

That's great.

Yeah.

That's a beautiful thing. Didn't know that.

Yeah.

[01:07:01] SL: So you guys stop by and see Nell and Diamond on

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

your way back from Blythe.

Right.

And—but in the meantime, something has happened up in
Michigan.

Right. In Michigan.

And so, do y'all just head north after Springdale?

Yeah, that was just a quick visit, and we went on up to Michigan
for. ..

And . ..

. . . and stayed there about a year.

[01:07:28] SL: Okay, so what was Michigan like?

TC: A lot different. Yeah, that was a—we used to call it Yankee
Land.
SL: [Laughs] Yankee Land.
TC: A lot different than southerners. They'd make fun of you for
sayin', "Y'all," [unclear words] like that. I was a little bit of an
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

outsider there.

Right.

But there it's, "Yous guys."
"Yous guys."

"Yous guys."

Yeah. Those are like wise guys.

Yeah. [Laughter]

[01:07:51] SL: Well, so, do you member what your dad was doin' up

there? What. ..

TC: He was workin' at a boat marina in—on Lake Michigan. He got
work in rebuildin' motors and up—you know, just general
maintenance, I guess, of motorboats.

SL: Man, that's like an ocean there, isn't it?

TC: Yes, itis.

SL: It'sabig. ..

TC: You know . ..

SL: ... those are big lakes.

TC: . . we tried to go swimmin' there once, and it was right in the
middle of July, and for little kids, you know, they'll go swim in
any temperature if they can, but it was too cold. The water was
just too cold to enjoy. And it was ninety-five degrees otherwise
out, but the water is not good.
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[01:08:30] SL: So what grade are you in when you're in Michigan?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

That was—I was in the seventh grade then.
Man.
Yeah.

Those are kind of adolescent years.

Yeah. Yeah.
Things are . . .
Yeah.

. . . startin' to shape [/aughs] up for you.

Well, you know, for a kid that hadn't been outta Turkey Scratch
too many times, I'd—on a long trip to California. You know, I
could ?already? see cowboys and Hollywood. I thought [/laughs]
it was gonna be that kinda trip, you know. But I—it was a—just

a—desert living.

[01:09:04] SL: So what was the town in Michigan that y'all . . .

TC: Three Oaks, Michigan, was where we lived.

SL: Three Oaks, Michigan.

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: And how big was Three Oaks?

TC: Not—it's a sm—very small town. I—I'd say its population
wouldn't be more than two or three thousand, probably . . .

SL: Yeah.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

. . at that time.
So it was bigger than Marvell and—but . . .
Yeah, but not a whole . ..
Nota lot. ..
. . . lot bigger than Marvell, no. Not really.
So you still had that small-town . . .
Yeah.
. .. flavor to it.
Yep. Yeah.
Okay. So you know, no fields up there.

No.

[01:09:41] SL: What was your routine? Just go to school—get

TC:

SL:

TC:

up . ..
Just get up. You know, I was more of a town boy then. We
didn't live in the country as we had before, and you know, I was
a small town kid there, and there's always friends and things to
do around town, you know. That's where more ball playin'
comes in [unclear words] as opposed to the earlier years when I
didn't . ..

Right.

. .. play much ball.

[01:10:06] SL: But you didn't stick with the ball playin’, but it was

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

just . ..
No, I mean, I didn't . ..
. . whilel you were there.
. . . go out and, you know, and try out for the sports. ButI
mean, just a neighborhood type of way, you know. We had
more friends.
In Michigan.
Yeah, in Michigan.
And so, well, just by virtue of being in town . . .
And bein' in town ?and I? . . .
. . . and having the time now.
Always a ball game handy somewhere, in a backyard or, you

know—goin' to movies and . . .

[01:10:34] SL: So what was the house like in Michigan?

TC: It was a big house that a lady lived in the—and she was an
elderly woman, so she decided to rent out sections of the house.
It was a great big house, so we rented the upstairs part, and
our—my uncle's family lived at the side downstairs part, and
then the lady, Mrs. Smith, lived in—right underneath us in the
bottom. Soitwas. ..

SL: Now, which uncle was it?

TC: Pardon?
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Which uncle?

It would be—his name was Bob Helm. That was my Grandpa
Diamond's brother.

I see.

Bob Helm. And the Helms still that—part of the Helms still live
up there today.

Is that right?

Mh-hmm.

So y'all lasted about a year there.

Bout a year and we moved back to Fayetteville. And we ran a—
we—my dad operated Ronnie Hawkins's farm over there. He
had a big farm out on Mount Comfort Road, out west of town. It
was, like, oh, 365 acres that he had had. And my dad operated
that for him and kept everything up for him. And had a lotta
horses and some cattle, and that was one of the funnest, best
times of my young life was livin' on that farm and—with all those
horses and plenty of room to roam. Yeah, it was great.

That sounds good. So. ..

[01:12:08] TC: The house burned. House burned flat to the ground.

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

I had a lot of other pictures I could've shown you but they—
everything went.

They went with that house.
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TC: Pardon?

SL: They went with the house.

TC: Yeah, everything burned. It burnt flat to the ground.

SL: How'd that happen?

TC: An electrical problem.

SL: Man.

TC: And it happened when my parents were away at work, and
myself and my brother and sister were at home. I had gone
with the neighbors into town for a little quick trip and right back.
But while we were in town, we could—we—comin' back we could
see the smoke, you know, and we—pretty soon, we could se—
obviously tell that that was our house burned up. And they got
home and ran up to—you know, 'cause I didn't know where my
brother and sister were. They stayed home, and I thought they
were inside, and I ran up to the house, sort of—to—screamin'’
and yellin', but I couldn't get very close 'cause it was so hot.

SL: Hot.

TC: So I had no idea—for five or ten minutes there, it burned, and I
didn't know where anybody was at. And here—they were off
in—on—somewhere on that 365 acres, thank goodness, and they
came . ..

SL:  Wow!
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TC: ... back up and, you know. But for a little while I didn't know
if—where they were at.

[01:13:22] SL: Okay, so already just in this—when we started
pickin' up, we've mentioned Ronnie Hawkins. And we've already
found out that by now Levon's already been on the road while

you're doing this moving around between . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... California, Michigan, Arkansas, Michigan.
TC: Yeah.

[01:13:39] SL: So do you member the first time you met Hawkins?
Ronnie Hawkins?

TC: That would've been back—I barely remember it, but back when
Levon was still in high school and Ronnie was still playin', but he
was hangin' around. He was gonna go to Canada, you know, to
get—but he was hangin' around for Levon to graduate high
school. So I guess he graduated in [19]58, and you know, they
took off from there then. But that was my first memories of
him, yeah.

SL: Well, I mean, I guess you were—how old were you then?

TC: I would've been seven—six and seven so [unclear words] . . .

SL: Yeah, so you aren't gettin' any of the raunchy Ronnie

Hawkins . . .
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TC: Nah.
SL: ...oranyofthe...

TC: [Laughs] Nah.

SL: ...storiesthat. ..
TC: Not then.
SL: ...the way he talks or anything.

TC: Nah, that came a few years later.

SL: He was being totally respectful, I imagine, around the . ..

TC: Yeah, he was.

SL: ... around the community.

TC: Yeah, he could be a gentleman.

[01:14:37] SL: Yeah. [Laughter] Well, so, now, seems like I
member you sayin' somethin' about Levon takin' you to the pool
hall and—but it . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: That was before he left . . .

TC: Buy a bunch a peanuts and Coke and Chuck Berry.

SL: Yeah, was that before he left with Ronnie?

TC: Yeah, that was before—yeah, that was. That would've been
right in that same era, you know.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Seven—[19]57 and [19]58.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 77
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

[01:15:07] SL: Do you member ever hearing them practice?

TC: Nah, not then.

SL: Or any of the other players that were . . .

TC: Now, see...

SL: ... gathering around?

TC: ...]Ithink—you know, I—after they had went on the road, they
came back in a time or two there in Marvell, and that's when I
met—started—met the other guys. And I'm not really sure who
was, at that time, who was comin' and who had gone. ButI
don't think everybody that it wa—became The Band—I don't
think they were all in The Band yet [unclear words]. But you
know, I can remember 'em comin' back in, and everybody would
have a little celebration 'cause they were in. But I remember
more about 'em once we moved up here, you know, and I'd go
to gigs with 'em sometimes or play the roller rink in Rogers or
somewhere, and we'd go with them.

SL: Yeah, so I heard a recording a coupla weeks ago that claims to
be Ronnie Hawkins and the Hawks with the guys that became
The Band playing at Fayetteville High School in 1963.

TC: Yeah.

SL: So I bet that's—that kinda makes sense that it'd be that long
before they got back here. [01:16:28] Do you member the
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TC:

SL:

TC:

Rockwood Club at all?

Yeah, I do. My parents worked there with Dayton Stratton, you
know, and I remember—I didn't get to go there that much
because I was too young, but . . .

Right.

... I'd go up there in the daytime or maybe for—I think I
remember a rehearsal or two that Levon would have, and I'd go
up there and hang out and listen to 'em. And I never did play
there, and I think it was probably pretty much closed up by the
time I started playin'. But I was in it a few times just with Mom
and Dad to—you know, they'd do a little cleanin' up or
maintenance and such, and then Levon practicin' [unclear

words] . . .

[01:17:15] SL: Do you member much about Dayton?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Yeah. Uh-huh.
Talk . ..

Quite . . .
Talktome . ..

Quite a fellow. He's. ..
Yeah, talk to me a little bit about Dayton Stratton.
Well, he was an ex-boxer, I believe. He was an ex-prizefighter,

professionally. And he had that look about him, too. You know,
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you could just tell. But he could be a real—you know, he was a
diplomatic fellow, too, you know, in the nightclub business, and
you know, he could dispel trouble the right way if he needed to,
but he could also dispel it other ways if that was needed. He
and my dad both were pretty brawny kinda guys, pretty doggone
tough, is the word, so you know, they took care of trouble if they
needed to. But they were real nice to the customer. I mean,
you know, you didn't go beat the guy up just 'cause he's makin'

a fool of himself. You know, you try to talk and . ..

SL: Talk him down.

TC: Talk him down and they were—he was good at that and always
tried to be a good businessman. And I was about—I believe that
was the first—Randy Stratton was the first kid I ever met when I
moved up here. It was their family 'cause Dad had went to work
with Dayton. And Randy and then his brother and sisters were
the first kids I knew up here.

SL: Yeah. Oh boy, that's a welcoming committee.

TC: Yeah. [Laughter] I think Randy was only about eleven or . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... twelve when I met him.

SL: Yeah. Well, you know, Lois had the—they had the lock on all the
skating parties.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah.

So all through grade school, you know, we always would—and
that was back when it was where the City Lumber is now.
Yeah. Yeah, I remember that.

It was South College Avenue. Yeah.

Yeah, I went skatin' there a coupla times.

[01:19:05] SL: Yeah. Well, before we go on, I wanna go back to

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Helena just a little bit here . . .

Okay.

. . . and—do you remember—I wanna talk about Morse Gist, the
music store owner.

Right.

Do you member much . ..

Now, when I lived there, I did not know the man. I was just a
kid. Like I said, we hardly ever went to Helena. Just once in a
while. And Marvell was the—usually where we went to get—buy
groceries and do the general shoppin'. So I didn't know him
then, and I met him for the first time bout ten—bout twelve
years ago, maybe. Firstti. ..

At one of the festivals over there?

Yeah, I believe we were playin' there. I was playin' with Mark

Sallings then, and that's when I met him. And I'd—I just found
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

out then that he had sold Levon his first guitar and rented a
room to Sonny Boy Williamson and—but . . .

Yeah, that's an amazing shop there.

Yeah.

I mean, he still goes there every day.

Yeah, yeah. I'm . ..

I mean, it's not all day, but he'll show up late in the morning
and . ..

Yeah, I hope he's . ..

...take it . ..

... still, you know, healthy and on the go. When I saw him, he

looked pretty good, you know . . .
Yeah.

. . . [unclear words].

Yeah, he didn't know if he'd be able to do a interview with us or

not, but I think we split it into two days, two short days for him.

Yeah.

No, he was great and gave us some great stuff.
Yeah.

Really a good guy.

I bet he's got a million good stories to tell you.

[01:20:45] SL: Yeah, he did. He did. It seems like there was
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somethin' else, too. I guess we can get back to Fayetteville.
You come back from Michigan, and you land in Fayetteville? Is
that . ..

TC: Landed in Fayetteville.

SL: And where in Fayette—what was the deal in Fayetteville? You
just came back because . . .

TC: Well, that was where [clears throat]—that's where we were livin'
on Hawkins's, Ronnie Hawkins's, farm there. And I went to
junior high school there in Fayetteville for that year. And then
when that place burned and we moved into—back over here to
Springdale, I believe, for just a sh—like a few weeks, coupla few
weeks, while Dad was lining up his . . .

SL: Another place to live.

TC: ... old job in Michigan again.

SL: Oh.

TC: He was gonna—decided to go back to Michigan again. And we
went back up there when I was in the eighth grade—would've
been—it was the ninth grade, but because my dad up and
jumped up—jumped and left before I could finish my school tests
and all that stuff, so they held me back a year there. So that
would've been the ninth grade there, but it turned out to be an

eighth grade again. I did one here and there, so you never
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can. ..

[01:22:09] SL: Were you startin' to pick up playin' music at all by

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

then?

Not too much. I was—I'd kinda hang around with guys that I'd
see playin' in Michigan, but there wasn't that many musicians in
that town. I mean, I remember one band that got together, and
I just don't remember too many players in high school and all
that, you know. There was one guy that used to—he was a
drummer, and he would—that's—that was the second time,
right? So there was more music then than that first time but not
a heck of a lot. But he was a drummer, and you know, he was
tryin' to get him a little band. And then we'd ride the bus, and
every time I'd rap [tapping sound] with him like this, well, his
buddies—"Ah, you can't play drums. Quitit. [SL laughs] Stop
it." So I'd stop and let the guy rap on the bus by himself. And I
was gonna pick up guitar a little bit, and maybe we could get
somethin' goin' there, you know.

Yeah.

So—but didn't stay long enough, so that didn't pan out.

Yeah. So—but did you have a guitar by that time?

Nah.

No?
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TC:

SL:

TC:

No, I didn't.
Didn't?
Had the music store right down—right around the corner. I'd go

up there every day and [unclear words] . . .

[01:23:27] SL: So what's playing on the radio about then?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Oh boy, that would've been, oh, in the—well, that would've been
[19]65 or somethin'. So I think they was just—you know, what
was it? "Mr. Tambourine Man" in that era and, you know,
whatever was . . .
So the folk stuff was goin' on.
It was and then—and I guess that was right afterward—like
"Wipe Out" period, you know, and there . . .
Ventures.
. . was "Wipe Out" and . ..
Sure.
. . . those kinda songs.
Yeah, yeah.
"Telstar" was a big [laughs] . . .
You bet. "Pipeline."
Yeah.
Yeah. [Laughs] "Walk—Don't Run."

Yeah.
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SL: Yeah.

TC: Ididn't really like much of that kinda stuff. I—you know, that
wasn't quite like what the old root—the greasy stuff we li—I liked
to play and listen to. Itwas. ..

[01:24:23]SL: So...

TC: ... didn't quite tickle my bone.
SL: ... backin Marvell, did you ever get to go to any of the minstrel
shows?

TC: No. No,Idon't...

SL: Never saw one?

TC: ...Ididn't. I never did get to see one.

[01:24:35] SL: Or what about revivals? Did you ever go to a revival
there?

TC: I can remember those but, you know, as a—just a little kid, it's
like—it was—it wasn't somethin' that we were lookin'—looked
forward to, really. We kids would just soon go out and play
somewhere—be—and you know, I don't remember that much
about 'em. That—there wasn't a lot of music to 'em, I don't
think.

SL: Right.

TC: You know, and I guess it would be . . .

SL: Mostly hellfire and damnation . . .
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TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah . ..
. . . stuff.
. . . that kind of thing, and whatever music was—it was pretty
much that straitlaced-type of music, you know, if I [SL laughs]

may put it so nicely.

[01:25:18] SL: Yeah. Yeah. So really, your interest in music was

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

starting to develop in this goin' back and forth. You were startin'
to...
Well, I'd always had an interest in it. You know, I told you the
story about in the second grade with Levon talked me into bein'
in the Little Mr. Marvell Talent Show.
No. Let's hear that story. I don't. ..
Yeah, I was. ..
. . . think—I don't think we . . .
. in the second grade.
. . . got this on tape.
I did tell it the other day, I mean . . .
Yeah. Oh, atthe . ..
Yeah.
. . . at the thing at the library.
I mean, it's—I was in the second grade, and he talked me into

enterin' that Little Mr. Marvell. And he played guitar, and we
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had a—one of his friends played upright bass, and I sang "Bony

Moronie."

SL:  Wow!

TC: And then so I won that talent contest [SL laughs] and that—
they've got some pictures you can see of my little crown
[clapping sound] and everything. [Laughs]

SL: Oh, so that ruined you right there.

TC: Yeah. Yeah, I wanted . ..

SL: That planted the seed.

TC: ...Iwanted some, yeah. [Clears throat] That's—you know,
other than—but that—I didn't really get to play music until up
here at about fourteen or fifteen. [01:26:30] We'd go over here
to the school over here in the black peoples' town, and that's—
nice school they had up on the hill, and they'd have big
barbecues and—but jam sessions in their basement. I don't
know if you ever made one of those or not way back then . . .

SL: No. Now, where was this?

TC: Pardon?

SL: Where was it?

TC: It was at the high school at . . .

SL: Oh, where Hillcrest Towers is now?

TC: Yeah, Hillcrest. Yeah.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Hillcrest High School.

Yeah.

Yeah.

And . ..

Well, Hawkins went to that school.
Yeah.

Yeah.

[01:27:00] TC: And the fellow that used to play trumpet—can't

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

remember his name now, but that's how we knew everybody
was through him. And you know, Levon hooked up with him,
and we'd go over there on a summer afternoon, and there would
be a couple hundred people around and a lotta dancin' and a
lotta eatin', and I'd get to play again then. And we could go—
we'd go out—down—have—hear about the Emcees or someone—
one of the bands practicin' at the old Red Lion Club or . . .

Yeah.

. . . somethin'. I'd go there . ..

Charlie Smoot.

... and sit in. Yeah. I got to sit in a little bit here and there,

you know, until the Cate Brothers came along.

[01:27:45] TM: Would that trumpet have been Buddy Hayes?

BC:

Yeah, that would be.
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TM:
BC:
TM:
SL:
BC:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:

BC:

TC:

[01:28:07] BC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas
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That'd be . . .
Right?

... Buddy. ..
Buddy Hayes.
Buddy Hayes, right?

I'm sorry.

Buddy Hayes, the black . . .

Oh yeah.

. . . trumpet player.
Yeah, yeah, that's him.
Buddy Hayes.

That's his name.

Yeah.

Buddy Hayes. Yeah.

Good call. Yeah.

So you mentioned that the music you liked that—you described
it as sorta greasy music. And then you named a Larry Williams

song that you sang in that talent contest—that "Bony Moronie.

Yeah.

the—your favorite music at that time. When you say greasy, I

think Gene Vincent.

http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

So wou—do you—could you talk just a little about
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TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

BC:

TC:

Well, you know, whenever I—that was all rock and roll.
Yeah.
Real rock and roll . ..

Yeah.

. . . back then. And I don't know. I think that's what I mean by

a little bit greasy and . . .
Yeah.
. . . just more the—ou—that's our music.

Okay.

Our common man music and that, you know, that and the . . .

So...

... bluesand. ..

. . . S0 would Jerry Lee Lewis . ..
Jerry Lee and Chuck Berry would . . .
Gene Vincent.

Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah, all those . . .

There's the guy with a lotta grease.
Yeah. [Laughter]

Yeah. Eddie Cochran.

Yeah, yeah.
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BC: Yeah. Yeah.

[01:28:45] SL: So how did you learn to play the drums? I mean,
what—how—you just started playin' or . . .

TC: Yeah, yeah, I just [snaps fingers] played, and you know, when I
was just all—a bunch of beatin' and rappin' on whatever you can
get, you know. Tubs or boxes or whatever. Playin' along with
the radio but—and Levon already knew that about me before I
did, that I could play, so he just encouraged it and pushed it.
And as soon as he could, he got me in a band. [Laughs]

[01:29:17] SL: So what do you think it was about you that he picked
up on you becoming a drummer? I mean, because you were
just [slapping sound] always thumpin' on stuff?

TC: Yeah, yeah, it was just . ..

SL: Anything.

TC: ...you know, you—when you—most kids and most people that
have got an aptitude for music or something, you can tell it at an
early age. They just—you just see it and then—so he could see
it better than anybody.

SL: [Laughs] He pulls you into that contest when you . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... werein second grade. [TC laughs] He is responsible, isn't
he?
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yes, he is. [SL laughs] Uh-huh. Totally.

[Laughs] Well, okay. So you're goin' to this stuff over at the old
high school when you're about what? Fourteen . . .

Ah, fourteen.

. . . fifteen?

Fourteen, fifteen. A year—about a year or so before I hooked up

with the Cates. Yeah. ?[Nineteen] seventy-four?.

[01:30:07] SL: So you know, what is it about Fayetteville or this

area and music and how it seems to have always been an

element here . . .

TC: I know.

SL: ... thatis constant.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Imean,it...

TC: I—you know, you probably know that answer as well as I do. I
don't know what—why there's always been this concentration of
talent in the people around here. And then that, I think, draws
more people like that to here, like Jason Davis . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...comes in from—came from Nebraska and he liked it here,
and he liked the music and all the people. So there's another
talented fellow added to the . . .
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SL: To the mix.

TC: ... to the whole thing, you know.

SL: Yeah. I just wanted to let you know that my brother Porter, my
oldest brother, he was a bouncer for Ronnie at the Rockwood
Club.

TC: He was.

SL: And my brother Gary used to bounce at the Red Lion.

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: So [TC laughs] you had Lunsfords in your midst and probably
didn't even know it. [Laughter]

[01:31:10] BC: Did you have your own drum kit by that time? You
surely did but . . .

TC: Well, when—I didn't have a set of drums until I joined the Cate
Brothers and Levon . . .

BC: Okay. Wow.

TC: He left that drum with me—those drums with me.

SL: These here—the . ..

TC: Not—no, the drums that he gave me was an old Gretsch set, and
they burned in the club fire at the Red Lion.

SL: No!

TC: I mean, not the Red Lion—the Gaslight.

SL: The Gaslight. I kinda forgot that.
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TC: Burned 'em up but—except for the snare drum, which I had
taken home to repair, and I still got that. I still have . . .

SL: Good.

TC: ... thatone.

[01:31:45] SL: So I guess we oughta talk about—well, before we get
to the Cates, you're in—there was still one more trip to Michigan.

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: And were you there another year?

TC: About a year. Soon as the school year was over, then we moved
back again for that final [unclear word].

[01:32:09] SL: Now, after you got back, is that when you started

goin' to the Hillcrest . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ...thing?
TC: Yeah.

SL: So you—Michigan was . . .

TC: When we moved back here . ..

SL: ...done.

TC: ... that final time, that's when I started makin' the rounds,
then.

[01:32:20] SL: And were y'all livin' up in Springdale when you

moved back the final time?
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TC:

Yeah, we did. We lived in Springdale and then the outskirts and
a coupla different places around the rural area—out around

Tontitown and . . .

[01:32:37] SL: So when you got back here for good, what was

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

your—what was schooling like for you? Were you still just kind
of half there, or did you ever . ..

School?

Yeah.

Schooling, you know, I was still half there. [Laughs]

Yeah.

I don't think I ever really . . .

Latched onto anything.

. really ever cottoned to school that much. And when I didn't
make good grades, I didn't really care [unclear words]—had that
kind of high school attitude that [unclear word] . . .

Right.

. rebellious attitude. Oh, you know, I just wanted to—what's
the song? I just want to bang on a drum all day [laughs] so
[unclear words].

Is that right? So it was really . . .
Yeah, I just wanted to play, and that was it.

So by the time you get here . . .
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TC:

SL:

TC:

I couldn't play yet. I was just wantin' to, you know, I mean . . .
Yeah.

. . . I didn't have anybody to play with but . . .

[01:33:24] SL: Uh-huh. Okay, so how did the Cate Brothers happen

for you, then?

TC: Well, Levon was playin' with 'em, and that was the period when
he quit The Band and [unclear words] . . .

SL: Had left Dylan because . . .

TC: Left Dylan. ..

SL: ...they were getting booed off the stage . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...and—yeah.

TC: So...

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... he was here playin' with the Cate Brothers. They were
called the Del-Reys in those days. And so, they—The Band then
got their plans to get back together, and so, he was gettin' ready
to move to New York, and he said—told the Cate Brothers that
he had a nephew that he thought could play drums for 'em, so I
went over on a Wednesday night, and we played a couple of
songs through, and then I started playin' with 'em Friday night.
[Laughter]
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[01:34:15] SL: Where did you first play with 'em?

TC: Where?

SL: Yeah.

TC: At the old Red Lion.

SL: At the old Red Lion.

TC: Red Li—yep. That was my first job, weekend job, Friday and
Saturday.

SL: So, now, how old were you then?

TC: Fifteen. [Laughter]

BC: You're as young as Levon [laughter] . . .

SL: Yeah.

BC: ... when he started out.

SL: Yeah, you're startin' out like . . .

TC: Yeah,so...

SL: So you—I guess you were still in high school, though. I mean,
you were . . .

TC: Oh yeah, I was in the tenth grade . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... when I started.

[01:34:40] SL: So how were—I mean, it was—so it's you and Ernie
and Earl, and is it Bill Wright?

TC: Bill Wright.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Is playing bass.

Yeah.

And what were they doin' back then? What songs were they
playin'?

Oh gosh, they had—they'd already written a handful of songs,
you know, so we were doin' all the originals. But a lot of what
we were doin' was that rhythm and blues mostly of that era, you
know, like James Brown and Ray Charles and peop—Wilson

Pickett. All those guys, you know.

[01:35:13] SL: Yeah. How long had Ernie and Earl been playing by

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

the time you joined 'em?
Oh, they'd been at it a few years . . .
Four or five years, maybe?
. . 'cause they started in high school, too, and . . .
Yeah.
. . . at least four or five years, I'd say. Yeah.
Yeah, my parents used to dance to them.

Yeah. Yeah.

[01:35:34] SL: Who were the other acts that were—groups that

TC:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

were in town at that time?
Oh, I remember the Emcees and . . .

Tommy McClelland . . .
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TC: Tommy McClell . ..

SL: ...right?

TC: ... it was Tommy McClelland and Dave . . .

SL: Do you remember who all was in that group?

TC: Jerry Yount was and McClelland, and I believe some of the time
was Gerald Golden was in that band. I—it's all pretty foggy to
me now that I, I mean, I—and I pro—I really couldn't tell you
the names of the other—too many of the other bands that were
around at that time. I remember them because we saw them a
lot. We sort of inter—traded off on the spots to play, but [clears
throat] yeah, I wasn't really familiar with everybody.

[01:36:20] SL: So do you member much about Charlie Smoot?

TC: A little bit. Not a heck of a lot.

SL: Yeah.

TC: It's—I remember Levon told me they got down there one time,
and it was—they had double-booked a band. Charlie was bein'—
you know, "I didn't know"—he said, "I don't know what to do."
So he [unclear words] were arguin', you know, "Who am I gonna
give the job to?" And Levon says, "Well, tell you what," said,
"we'll just go whip their butt, and we'll take the job." [Laughter]

SL: So they run 'em off?

TC: [Laughter] Yeah, they ran 'em off and took the gig.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

That's funny. That's good. [01:36:58] So, man, once you got
with Ernie and Earl, you were there for how long?

Yeah, I was there till [19]89. From [19]66 to [19]89.

Man.

It was, like, twenty-three years.

That's a pretty big career right there.

Yeah.

First of all, to survive it, for one thing.

Yeah, yeah.

I mean, that's more time than Levon and them were on the
road, isn't it?

Oh yeah. Yeah, they really—they weren't on the road nearly as
long as, you know . . .

Yeah.

. . . as people think, really. It was a hard road back then but it,

really, yearswise wasn't that many.

[01:37:43] SL: So I guess we oughta talk a little bit about how you

developed as a drummer with those guys.

TC: M'kay. Yeah.

SL: You know, of course, they themselves are pretty legendary as an
act, just . ..

TC: Yeah.
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SL: ...thetwo of 'em. So I mean, you were kind of—you just
developed yourself. Is that. ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... the way it worked?

TC: It was on-the-job training, you know.

SL: There wasn't anybody that you were—of course, I'm sure

Levon—you were influenced by Levon, but. . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... how often did you get to hear him play before . . .

TC: Ohgosh. ..

SL: ... you started playing?

TC: ... it was maybe a half a dozen times or six or eight, ten times,
maybe.

[01:38:40] SL: Did you [TC clears throat] sense a difference in the
way that Levon was playing drums and what you were hearing
on the radio or what you saw anyone else playing drums?

TC: Yeah. Yeah, I did. I—it seemed—I don't know—like, watchin'
him play was also a part of the deal, you know. I mean, just
hearin' him and hearin' that groove is one thing but then to see
him and—you know, it's like I—you know, it sounds like—it looks
like it sounds for him. For me, that related, so that's the way I

related it, you know. I don't know if other drummers that I
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heard—Ilisten to on the radio that I was pickin' up their licks and
stealin' their stuff, you know.

SL: Yeah.

TC: I don't know what they might've looked like. Sometimes
drummers look different than . . .

SL: Different than what they sound.

TC: ...theysound. ..

SL: The way you think they—yeah.

TC: ... if that makes sense, you know.

SL: Yeah, it does.

TC: And some of 'em have kind of a stiff look, but maybe the sound
doesn't sound so stiff. It—you know, it's—but his look was—it
was fun watchin' him play as much as hearin' him.

SL: Well, he looked like he was having fun . ..

TC: Yeah, he always . . .

SL: ... playing.

TC: ...always...

SL: I mean, he was having fun.

TC: ...alwaysdid. [Laughs] And he could laugh, too. You know,
he had this real loud laugh and he cou—he would get started
laughin'—you could hear him laughin' over the music. He did

[SL laughs]—he didn't care. He'd laugh and play and . . .
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[01:40:10] SL: [Laughs] Well, so how long was it before you really
felt comfortable being a drummer? I mean, my gosh, you're . ..

TC: Yeah, it was probably, you know, a few prob—a few months
went by. Maybe a m—by a month I was startin' to get real used
to things, and I was gettin' more comfortable. I used to be kind
of jittery at—you know, on the ?outside? that first night. But
once I realized that even then, once you got that first song or
two under your belt and got a little bit warmed up, you know, it
got a little easier and a little more relaxed. You know, the rest
of it was just havin' to do it over and over and over again, you
know.

SL: It seems like the—in its basic configuration, you're so tied to the
bass line—to the bass guitar.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Is that—I mean, the—you've really got—those two instruments
really have to work together . . .

TC: They have . ..

SL: ...oritall...

TC: Yeah.

SL: Itgets...

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... all messed up.
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TC: That's right.

[01:41:09] SL: So you were cutting your chops while Bill Wright was
on bass.

TC: Playin' bass.

SL: Is that right?

TC: Yeah.

SL: How long was Bill with y'all?

TC: Bill was with us for—till—well, ten years, for sure. I don't know
how long, for sure, how long he was with them before I started
in [19]66. But he played up until [19]75 or [197]6.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Yeah.

SL: That's kinda what I remember.

TC: Ten years there.

SL: So that's pretty salty, too. I mean, it takes somethin' to last
that long.

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

[01:41:47] SL: So when did you—I mean, did you ever start to get a
sense that Ernie and Earl were actually doing something that

was not only sustainable but in its own right—its own stuff—I

mean, this . . .
TC: Yeah.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

. . . [unclear word] their own sound.

Yeah.

They had their own sound . . .

I think so.

. . . that was different than anyone else's.

Yep, they're—you know, the—I think they're pretty good
songwriters, and definitely, I think they had their own sound.
And I believe it developed more as I went along and as they
wrote more, you know. At first there was a lot of—like I said, we
played a lot of rhythm and blues. That was what was on the
radio back then.

Sure.

And we played all that stuffand . . .

Covered it.

[01:42:37] TC: Yeah. And they were influenced all by that, but they

grew as they wrote more. And it—you know, they kind of—well,
they managed to show I think more of their country roots, and
you know, they still kept that rhythm-and-blues edge that they
had, and I think they grew a lot, and they were certainly, to me,

pretty unique, talented people. Definitely their own sound, I

thought.
SL: So everyone was kind of blossoming at that time. You were
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TC:

SL:

TC:

gettin' better at drums, and you had a pretty solid bass player
that you kinda grew up with . . .

Yeah.

. . . on the drums.

Yeah.

[01:43:22] SL: And then—but you were also—I mean, you know,

those guys became pretty formidable as far as their act. 1

mean . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...they—I can imagine how many other musicians those two
guys influenced over their span of their careers. I mean, to this
day I think they're still influencing folks.

TC: Yeah, I think so.

SL: I mean, I can hear Earl in almost any guitar player from around
here . ..

TC: Yeah. Yeah, I know it.

SL: ...you know.

TC: He's—he is a pretty—the—Ilots of people probably are more
influenced by him than they know, I mean, than they realize,
maybe. Maybe a lot of 'em I guess do realize it, and they're
tryin'to . ..

SL: Yeah.
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TC: ... which is a good thing to do.

SL: Yeah, itis. Not gonna go wrong going . . .

TC: No.
SL: ... down that path.
TC: Yeah.

SL: Pick up somethin'. So let me think for a second here.
[01:44:20] You—so you—within a couple of months, you're
pretty comfortable sitting there at the throne, and do you
sense—did you sense that they were starting to get more
comfortable with you, too, and . ..

TC: Yeah. Yeah, it. ..

SL: ...started...

TC: ... was just a natural feelin' for everybody. Everybody can tell
that it's gettin' better and gettin' tighter, and everybody was
havin' a good time.

[01:44:43] SL: You know, Ernie and Earl have always been total
gentlemen to—around me and just whatever you wanna do, it's
fine. But you know, I can't help but think that there's gotta be
some kind of dynamic, maybe some conflicts every once in a
while, between those guys [TC laughs] and what direction
they're going or . . .

TC: Yeah.
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SL: ... what gig they're gonna do or whatever. I mean, it's just
brothers, you know.

TC: Yeah, sure, it's gonna happen. I've seen 'em squabble a little bit
at times over a—may—something about a song or, you know, an
issue, but I've never seen 'em really in anger or really have a,
you know, a real argument, an angry argument, or—but some of
their squabbling is funny. [Laughter] They probably haven't

done that for a long time, either, but they . . .

SL: Yeah.
TC: ... used to.
SL: Yeah.

TC: And I think one time they were havin' a disagreement over a
song and their singing of it. And course, Ernie finally said—told
Earl—said—he said, "Well, I tell you what. I'll sing it, and you
just listen." [Laughter]

SL: Oh brother. That's funny.

TC: I think that's how the story—"Yeah, I'll sing, and you just listen."

[01:46:02] SL: Okay, so you're getting more comfortable. They're
getting more comfortable. Levon is off doin' The Band thing, but
you guys are—there's still this connection between Levon and
the Cates and . . .

TC: Yeah.
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SL:

. ..and you. You're keeping abreast of what each other are

doing.

TC: Yeah.

SL: And I know every time Levon came to town . . .

TC: Oh yeah.

SL: . it seemed like you guys were together, and I . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...]Ican'ttell you how many times I've seen both of you behind
two kits on the stage together. [01:46:36] So how did—I
mean, what was it like to all of a sudden being on your own kit
with Levon on his own kit at the same time? I mean, how does
that work? That's a whole lotta drummin' [TC /aughs] goin' on
there. I mean, do you just—is it a unison thing, or do you—did
you play off of each other or both, or did you . . .

TC: Waell, it's . ..

SL: ... talk about what you were gonna . ..

TC: Lit's L

SL: ...do beforevyou...

TC: No, we don't really talk about it. [SL laughs] It's—we just do it,
you know, and I—we do play—it's fun to try to bounce off of
each other, you know, and like you say, play off of each a little
bit. And so, we're basically—we're playin' the same groove, but
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you know, one guy might . ..

SL: Just sneak somethin' in.

TC: ... do somethin' that gives another—me the idea to answer it
with somethin’, you know, and stuff like that.

SL: Dueling pianos.

TC: Yeah. [Laughter] Yeah.

SL: That's funny.

TC: Sometimes he'll—sometimes he would go "Pop, pop, pop, pop"
on the snare, and then I'd go "Bu, bu, bu, bum" . . .

SL: On the tom.

TC: ...onthetom. ..

SL: Raised tom.

TC: ... and complete that little thing.

SL: [Laughs] A conversation goin' on between the two drummers.

TC: Yeah. Yeah, I actually—and then if we hit a—you know, if you
get a couple of extra little—like a cowbell and a couple of extra
little things, then it's fun to kinda Spike Jones it with each other
and hear [SL laughs] "Sha-plang-goon-boom," and then I figure
out one to do back [laughs], you know. Fun stuff.

[01:48:01] SL: Well, so, didn't you act—y'all did some—a tour or
two with them, didn't you? Did you go to—it seems like I saw

you on some video somewhere . . .
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TC: Yeah, we. ..

SL: ... where y'all are on the road with 'em?

TC: They—Ilater on in the [19]80s we did do that. We went on the
road with them. Yeah, went all over—around all over the place.

[01:48:27] SL: Did you go to Japan?

TC: Yeah.

SL: Youwent. ..

TC: We did.

SL: What was that like?

TC: Well, that was a [clears throat] once-in-a-lifetime experience.
You definitely feel like you're on the other side of the world.
That's for sure.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Everything's, you know, everything's so different. There's—of
course, you can still see the Americanization of Japan but it—but
still, you know, obviously it's a lot different. The language, the
signs, and just, you know, the whole culture.

SL: Well received? Y'all—they liked . . .

TC: Oh. Well, they . ..

SL: They loved you and . ..

TC: Oh, they loved us. Loved us. And they, most of the audience

there couldn't speak English, but they had all the words of the
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

songs memorized. They knew that.

That says somethin’', doesn't it?

Isn't that somethin'? And every one of 'em have a stack of
autograph cards, I guess I would call 'em. They're just—they're
little square—you know, a cardboard-type of a card with—it's
white, and it's got glitter on it or somethin' to make it look like
that, and they'd carry a stack of those and a couple of cameras
around all—everybody. [Laughs] Oh, you know, you . ..

So you guys were some signing cards and . . .

They keep you busy autographin' the cards and stuff all the
time.

Yeah.

Treat you like the Beatles, you know, the . ..

Yeah.

But it was great. It was great.

[01:49:46] SL: Let's talk a little bit about the other members of The

TC:

SL:

TC:
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So course, you—Levon's family, and you know, at one point in
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Yeah, yeah.
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SL: ... were really, really tight and really, really close.

TC: Yeah.

SL: And I do know that they would come back to Helena or Marvell
and hang out and play around . . .

TC: Yeah, right.

SL: ...andrehearseand. ..
TC: Right.
SL: ...]Iforget what the name of—Mhoon Hotel or Motel—I forget

what it was on the outside of town that they stayed at.

TC: Yeah.

SL: But—so did you get—I mean, when did you start to know the
members of The Band? How did that come about?

TC: Well, it—when I really started gettin' to know 'em was after we
had moved up here and, you know, when they would come back
home. By then, I'm thirteen years old and, you know,
everybody—I'm wantin' to go with 'em when I can and [unclear
words] well, you know, I—by then, I know Rick and Richard and
everybody real well. [01:50:57] And they—and I think Rich—I
think Rick was nineteen, I think, when I met him. You know, I—
that's—you know, it's just always in—always felt like a family to
me [unclear words] you're that young, you know.

SL: Yeah, he was always so, I don't know, high energy and kinda

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 114
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

bubbly . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...tome, like. ..

TC: Yeah. Yeah, he. ..

SL: ... beyond friend—I mean, he's friendly but in a real
enthusiastic . . .

TC: Right, right.

SL: ... way.

TC: Because he—I thought that was a—one of the biggest things
about them was that's—that came out. And it seemed to me
that that was their love of life and music. They—you know, and
that showed through their attitudes, and that's really all—what
they wanna do is play and they just—you know, and live a large
life. That's—I think that's why they—that came—that comes out
like that, to me.

[01:51:54] SL: You know, the more mysterious guy, I always
thought, was Garth.

TC: Yeah. [Laughs] Yeah, he's—I don't know if he's not so serious
as he is—musically, he's serious.

SL: Yeah, well, I meant mysterious.

TC: Mysterious.

SL: Yeah.
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TC: Yeah.

SL: Ithoughthe. ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...waskindofa...

TC: He'sjusta...

SL: ... mystery to me.

TC: ...quiet...

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... notlet youin on all of his story kind of a guy, you know.

But always looks for—every time we go to a—show up to a new
place to play and the dressin' room or somewhere he'd look for
somethin' to make a—an instrument or a percussion instrument
or somethin' out of it, even if it was a coat hanger and a hot
water—hot, you know, hot air deal there. A heater. ..

SL: Heater.

TC: ... whatI'm tryin' to say. I mean, or you know, the coatrack.
You know, I mean, he was lookin' for somethin' to . . .

SL: To make noise with.

TC: ...to make noise with and make an instrument out of.

SL: And he would do it . ..

TC: Yeah.
SL: ...Iwould imagine.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah.

Yeah.

He would. Usually. [Laughter] He'd take a power nap. He'd
take a power nap and sleep for about five minutes and actually
be asleep—pretty much asleep sittin'—sitting up, even, and then
he'd come out of it, and it was like he—seems like he'd had
about six hours of sleep. He's all perked up and ready to play.
[Laughs]

I've read about people that can do that. In fact, there's some
health folks say it's better to take lots of little naps like that.
Yeah, yeah. Yeah, I guess some people kinda preach that, I
think. [01:53:27] And I've seen—that guy was a—he was
amazing. He didn't—he was doin' things you didn't even know
about him doin' when he's on the road. We'd played a couple of
places in Ohio, and the next night we were off. And we was—I
was wonderin' why we didn't—everybody was around, and Garth
was nowhere. And I said, "Where's Garth at tonight?" And they
said, "Well, he's playin' with the Cleveland Philharmonic
Orchestra tonight in [SL laughs] downtown." "Okay."
[Laughter] So he . ..

I...

. . was always—you know, he had projects goin' left and right
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on things like that, so.
[01:54:04] SL: Well, T always thought his organ was Anglican. You

know, it was that some—there was somethin' churchy about it

and kind of . ..
TC: Yeah.
SL: ... magnificent.

TC: [Laughs] Yeah.

SL: Big-pipe. ..
TC: Yeah.
SL: ...churchy...

TC: Yeah, I know.

SL: ... kinda stuff, you know?

TC: Yep.

SL: And disciplined. You know, you felt like it was really disciplined,

that it wasn't just rambling, that . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... hehad it mapped out or knew . . .
TC: Yeah.

SL: ... what was gonna happen next and . . .

[01:54:30] TC: Yeah. One of the most enjoyable times I ever heard
listenin' to him was—had listenin' to him was one night when we

were rehearsin'. And after rehearsal I—we was—I was stayin' in
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this cabin there, and I had—my bed was above—in a little loft
above the practice area and Garth's keyboards were right under
me. So I go to go to bed, and I get—layin' there goin' to bed
and Garth still hangs out. He like—you know, he'll hang forever.
He shows up early and stays late. And he was down there just
messin' with, you know, different sounds, and it was like a trip.
He would go to the carnival, and then we'd go to church, and [SL
laughs] he'd do a little rock and roll, you know. The oddest
things. He was tryin' to think of any—the wide spectrum of

things that he could think of, you know. He's an amazing guy.

[01:55:26] SL: What about Richard?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Richard was a good drummer. I loved the way he played drums.
He had a—such an unorthodox style. At one time back then,
Levon had said—told that le—Richard was his favorite drummer,
and you know, he just had a—he was a lover of life, too, and he
just—he was really fun to be around to play music with, and he
was always—he was kind of like me, lookin' for a joke to laugh
at, you know.

Yeah. [TC laughs] Man, what a voice.

Oh yeah. Yeah, he's . ..

I mean, he had—I, personally, I think he had the best voice of

all of them.
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TC: Yeah.

SL: I...

TC: He was, I think, considered their lead singer at one time, you
know, when they—I—he probably sang 80 percent of the stuff, I
bet, you know, back before The Band, in the Hawk days. Yeah,
he was a great singer.

[01:56:26] SL: So was he always playing piano . . .

TC: Yeah,I...
SL: ... from the beginning?
TC: ... believe so. I believe so, from the beginning. Yeah.

SL: I like his piano playing.

TC: Yeah. Yeah, it is good.

SL: Imean...

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... what an unusual instrumentation, piano and organ at the
same time. You know, did . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...did...

TC: Now, Richard didn't play organ too much. I believe he was
mainly just piano.

SL: No, I mean just the makeup of the group—to have Garthon . . .

TC: Ohyeah, Garthand . ..

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 120
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL: ...onone setof keyboards and . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... Richard on another.
TC: Yeah.

SL: You know?

[01:56:57] TC: If you ever heard Garth's stuff—I'd listen to his
things ?recorded before? without the music, just his track, and
you're goin', "What in the world?"

SL: "What is he doin'?"

TC: "What is this happenin'?" And then when it all comes together,
you go, "Oh yeah, okay. I [SL laughs] see."

SL: [Laughs] "He's in that pocket."

TC: Yeah.

SL: Yeah. [Laughter] He's. ..

TC: ?You can tell?

SL: ...andit's his.

TC: [Unclear word].

SL: Yeah, yeah. I always think of it as a—I always imagine wind

through the trees . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... on his stuff.

TC: Yeah.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 121

Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

It just kind of . . .

I know.

. . . filters through it all.

Yeah, I know . . .

It's. ..

I think that's what he goes for. You know, he has to get that—
an effect of somethin', you know, more than he's—more than
just thinkin' about getting, you know, the honky-tonk piano or
the . ..

Yeah.

. . . you know, that—not just that. He's goes for that effect, a
mood.

I know all—I assume all your time with him as far as playing was
minus Robbie.

Yeah.

[01:58:02] SL: And that rift had already happened. But did you

ever get to meet Robbie before that, back in the early . . .

TC: Well, they . ..

SL: ... early days?

TC: In those early days, you know, there at home and here in
Springdale, well, he was a part of the family, too. He used to—
you know, he'd put feet under the dinner table with everybody
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elseand. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: He was the—he—I probably knew him the least of the guys.
It's—he's the—definitely the one that I least connected with.
Everybody else was tryin' to make me feel like their little
brother.

SL: Right.

TC: And more s—you know, I mean, he wasn't negative towards me
or anything, by no means. I didn't—but he just wasn't as, you
know, as welcoming with open arms like the other boys kinda
look out for me, you know.

SL: Yeah, yeah.

TC: A big brother kinda attitude.

SL: Well, I know all the folks that had him with his feet under their
table, they really took it personally, too, when the split.. . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... happened between . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... himand Levon.

TC: Yeah.

TM: Scott, we need to change tapes.

SL: Okay.
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[Tape stopped]

[01:59:17] SL: All right, Terry. We're on our third tape.

TC: All right.

SL: I feel like we've moved pretty fast. More quickly than I usually
do.

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: I mean, I'm usually just gettin' you out of school . . .

TC: Right.

SL: ...bynow. [TC laughs] But you know, we had been talkin'
about how you joined up with Ernie and Earl Cate, and I was
commenting how remarkable it is you didn't even have a drum
kit when you started playing with them that Levon had given
you. Did he show you some things when he handed you the kit?
I mean, did you—I mean, had you . . .

TC: Yeah...

SL: ... ever been on a kit before?

TC: Waell, like, I had been in those sit-in situations that I was talkin'
about, you know, with Buddy Hayes and the Emcees some, you
know.

SL: Oh, so you'd gotten to sit in with . . .

TC: Yeah, that. ..

SL: ... them a little bit.
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TC: I had been sittin' in a little bit when he—I'd go with Levon
somewhere like that, and he was usin' any opportunity, you
know, to get me in on a jam session or somethin'. So yeah, I
had played when—by then. [02:00:22] But then he showed me
some of the rudiments, you know, and technicalities I had to
start with and, other than that, showed me the nuts and bolts of
puttin' that set together. [Laughs] And that was [unclear
word] . ..

SL: Well, and that's somethin'. 'Cause if that's not done right . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...itdoesn't work.

TC: Yeah, and it's such an easy job but yet it—the first time or two
you do it you're . ..

SL: Kinda lost.

TC: ...you're not—you're lost, and you wanna make sure you're
right. Took me bout two hours, I think, to set 'em up the first
[laughs] time.

SL: Yeah.

TC: 'Cause you can do it in about ten minutes now.

[02:00:53] SL: Right, right. What—did he ever talk about any
particular part of the kit? I mean, did he give you any kind of

advice on the, like, the kick drum? Did he say, "Do this with the
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TC:

SL:

TC:

kick drum," or "This is what I do" or . . .

Well, he said things like that, you know, and how to think about
the song in that way. And it went—how the kick drum or that
backbeat would apply. You know, he was a backbeat kinda
person, so he often talked about that backbeat. You know, and
in his own worded way, he would tell you, you know, things like,
"Maybe you think about this lick—this bass drum here. And
maybe you—maybe durin' a solo you rod—go on the rod cymbal,
and then maybe back outta the solo, then you come back to the
high hat and [unclear word]." You know, he talked about things
like that and dynamics—how to come up and down with the
song, you know, with—and with vocals and let the—don't ever
step on the vocals. That kinda stuff, you know what I mean.
Right.

Make sure you can, you know, hear those because that is the
point of the song, really, and that's the story. You know, he
didn't—he—besides some of the—just your rudiment things his—
the rest of his teaching wasn't technical. It was sorta like you're
tryin' to ask. It's, you know, a way to think about the bass drum

in this kind of a song or—you know.

[02:02:33] SL: You know, I always felt like he got the most out of a

beat of anybody that I—it seemed like to me that when he came
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down on the downbeat, it was still just a little bit later than
most.

TC: [Laughs] Yeah.

SL: That it was not right on it.

TC: In the bottom of the back pocket.

SL: It was not vi—it was like you kinda slid into it . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...somehow. And I don't know if it was the actual lick or if

there was some kinda shuffle goingon . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... thatslid into it.
TC: Yeah.

SL: Do you know what I'm talkin' about?

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: I mean, it seems so different than anything else that I've—that I
hear. Idon't...

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... Idon't get that off any other kit, except for maybe yours,
but. ..

TC: I know what you're sayin'. It. ..

SL: Yeah.
TC: ...it's a little bit of both. It—you know, it's—he had some ways
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to slide that snare, that zzzzz, you know, kind of a way. Almost
like a press roll but just a sliding-into action. But a lot of it was,
really, was just was him. It's just his feel, you know. And he
just had that really lot—relaxed, make you think it's gonna be
late, but it's not. It's just [claps hands] right there . . .

SL: Yeah!

TC: ... when you really wantit. [Laughter] [02:03:49] Yeah, you
know, I like that, as opposed, maybe, to somebody that's just a
little bit on top of the beat, you know.

SL: A little ahead of it.

TC: That's okay, too, I guess, but I don't know. It just feels a little
bit better to me when it's kinda late.

SL: It seems to me the beat . ..

TC: I kinda wanna be late.

SL: ... justlasts a little bit longer, is more—it's thicker or
something.
TC: Yeah.

SL: Idon't know what it is.

TC: Yeah, it gives you more of that sense of space and roo—
breathing room in a thing, you know. [Exhales] [Unclear
words], you know.

[02:04:23] SL: Yeah, you know, that—those interviews that I gave
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you—there's some of those musicians, those jazz musicians, are
talkin' about how ?Lee? could set them up. It's like they knew

what they were supposed to do just from the cues that . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... he was doing on his drums.

TC: Yeah.

SL: And you know, you don't really hear about guys following the
drums. It's. ..

TC: Right.

SL: ... Kkinda like the drums are the drums . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... and thisis your part, and you come in here, but it's like
[clapping sound] he's lettin' 'em know when they can cut loose,
when . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...they can do what they need to do, and . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... lettin' 'em know when the story or the song is coming back.

TC: Right.

SL: It'sa...

TC: Yeah, I think that that may be somethin' hopefully I share with
him is that we didn't—we weren't really just to accept that this is

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 129

Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

the way the drums are supposed to be, so now do that. It's
not—you know, that's not really the way we thought about it,
you know. They—they're an instrument, too, and it seems like
that it's really important that they are—they do take the lead in
cues quite often, you know. And I just—you know, it's just—it's
kind of if you d—you can get stuck into that way of thinkin' that
says, "This is the drums, and this is what you do 'cause that's

what's supposed to be." And so, you know, we didn't—we never
did really . . .
[02:05:54] SL: You mean there weren't charts for the drums.

TC: Didn't wanna—yeah. [Laughter] No, they probably not gonna

play the same thing twice ever.

SL: Right.
TC: Maybe. ..
SL: Right.

TC: Might attempt it but . ..

SL: Right. Doesn't always work.

TC: Yeah.

[02:06:06] SL: You gotta make work what's in front of you. [TC
laughs] So I was gonna ask about—you know, so you're goin' to
the old Fayetteville High School. Levon's tryin' to get you into

any playing situation you can get into. This is bef—pre-Cate
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Brothers. So now you're kind of gettin' thrown into a different
realm. [02:06:33] I mean, at this point in time, you've been
listenin' to music, but you really haven't been in it, and there's

also this element of—there's a social element . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... of aband performing for people. And . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... there's a, you know, there's a certain set of people that are
drawn . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...to music and to dance and to great songs. And there's a
whole other set that don't even mess with it. But now, all of a
sudden, you're startin' to be in a culture that . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...]Igetthe impression from all your moving around and from
your growin' up in Marvell that you really hadn't been that—that
hadn't really been a part of what you were—was goin' on in your
life.

TC: No, I don't think so. You know, I—other than when I would get
to go with Levon and them ever—you know, when they'd—few
gigs here and there. That was pretty rare, really. A couple of
'em. But before that, you know, it was really a very, very simple
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

life, you know, but not much different than the Turkey Scratch
days, all just simple home, and you know, once in a while you
went to town. And even when I lived in town, it was still the
same [unclear word] . . .

Regimen.

Yeah, same regimen. [02:07:52] And as you're sayin', it's a
whole different culture, different ball game completely, once I

got to playin' music. And you know, you meet so many due—

new people and then you realize that some of the old people you

know never come around this situation. And so, you still know
them, but you hardly see them anymore because you're in you
new job, and then that's your new habitat, really. So it's quite
difference.

Well, it . ..

Different people.

. . . had to be exciting.

Oh, it's in the best way exciting. Yeah.

Yeah.

Yeah, it was wonderful. [Laughs]

Yeah, I mean, you actually are watchin' folks create stuff . . .
Yeah, and it . ..

.. . on the fly, really.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

. . . I knew after about that second song on the first night—I
said, "This is for me. [Laughs] This is what I wanna do."

Is that right?

Yeah.

You got it. [Laughs]

I gotit. [02:08:41] Yeah, and I'd been playin' a little bit of high
school football before then, and I was just gettin' banged and
kicked around. I was a good practice dummy. So when I got—
and I'd—and after I'd—that one song that tells me, "Yeah, this is
it and to hell with football. Why do I need to be on that field?" I
like watchin' it . . .

Yeah.

... but I'm not too good—not much of a player.

[02:09:02] SL: So you left that behind.

TC: Absolutely.

SL: It—you. ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: . . were able to go for, like, one season with that or even half a
season?

TC: Ah, you know, what—it wasn't even—actually, about half of the
season had gone. It—but all the grueling summertime stuff I
went through and then . . .

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 133

Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...and it was in October when I started with the Cate Brothers.
So that—I got to play maybe three games or four games or so,
which, yeah, it wasn't as much funaslI. ..

SL: Thought it would be.

TC: ... thought it was gonna be.

SL: Yeah. Yeah.

TC: You know, 'cause it was . . .

SL: It's painful. [Laughs]

TC: ... alot more—yeah, a lot more crackin' and poppin' and stuff
than . ..

SL: Right.

TC: You know, I just wanted to run and jump and [/aughs] play . . .

SL: Score touchdowns.

TC: ...andcatch...

SL: Yeah, right. [Laughs]

TC: ... and stuff.

[02:09:42] SL: Right. Well, so did it feel like you were finally gettin'
a real look at life? I mean . ..

TC: Yeah, I finally felt li—you know, I felt at that point that I was,
well, that I was beginnin' to grow up.

SL: Yeah.
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TC: You know, I realized that I just—before then, I felt like a little
kid. And in a way I was a—still a kid, and I, you know, still had
that part of me. But I was feeling like that I was startin' to grow
up, and I was entering an adult world now . ..

SL: Right.

TC: ...you know.

[02:10:21] SL: How—what about your mom and dad about this
time?

TC: Well, my mom and dad were okay with it because of the Cate
Brothers, just because of who—the kinda guys they were. As 1
told you, you know, they worked with Dayton Stratton at the
Rockwood Club.

SL: Right.

TC: And so, they knew the bands in the area, and that's when my
mom . . .

SL: Ernie and Earl had already . . .

TC: ... said, "Ernie and Earl," says, "if those guys are—I know
them, and they're nice, so yeah, you can go play with them."

SL: "They'll watch after my child."

TC: Yeah, they'll watch out for me. And course, she had to instruct
'em—"Now, you come get him and then bring him home."

[Laughter] So [unclear words] . . .
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SL: Yeah, yeah.

[02:11:01] TC: But that was the reason I got to play that—with a
band that early in my life because of those two. They were so—
their reputation was a little different than most of the other
musicians.

SL: Right.

TC: Not quite as blue.

SL: Right. [Laughter] Not rated blue. Yeah. Well, someone once
told me that those guys would just as soon go fishin' as try to
become rock-and-roll stars . . .

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: ...you know.

TC: Yeah, they—you know, with a voice like Ernie Cate's, man, I—
people—somebody would just die for that voice. I mean, they'd
probably get a real fat ego over it, too, maybe. But. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... Ernie's just as—he's like the first day I met him. Hasn't
changed a bit. Neither one of 'em.

[02:11:58] SL: [Laughs] Well, okay. So you get in with the Cate
Brothers, and man, you've been—you go through everything
with 'em, I guess, for . ..

TC: Yeah.
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SL: ... the next how many years? Twenty-three?

TC: Waell, twenty-three years.

SL: Twenty-three years. [02:12:10] So now, other people outside
of Arkansas are startin' to hear about Ernie and Earl, too, right?

TC: Mh-hmm, mh-hmm.

SL: I mean, Levon's gone off to do his thing. He's still keepin' in
touch and—but there's some attention that starts to happen
their way, isn't there? I mean, is it the strength of their
songwriting, orisit. ..

TC: I think it was probably the strength of the songwriting. I believe
that, you know, they—I can't really member exactly how we'd—
they went about it, but they shopped, like, you know, recordings
and certain demos and other songs. And then that got shopped
out and the interest on that from—what was the first record
company?

SL:  "Union Man"?

TC: Wasit. ..

SL: Was "Union Man" their first . . .

TC: No, it—before that it was the—that first record was—now, what's
the name of—Metromedia, is it?

SL: Yeah.

TC: [Unclear word] Metromedia.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah.

Now, their big star was Bobby Sherman at that time.

Yes. Uh-huh.

Yeah. [SL laughs] [Coughs] But after they heard the Cate
Brothers, and I guess they were wantin' to make that their next
project. The Cate Brothers—you know, they need more than
just Bobby Sherman, and they were tryin' to build up.
[02:13:26] So they put a—gave 'em a contract, and I always
thought that it—that the problem that happened with them was
their—the record companies didn't, in my mind, they didn't
commit as fully as they should have to, you know, to makin' that
a success—a bigger success and—'cause I thought the material
was there and they—you know, the talent was there for 'em, and
it just seemed to me that whether it was Metromedia or Asylum
Records later, they sorta like—made a—it made it feel like they
were testing it. "Yeah, let's throw this out, and if it sticks,
maybe we'll back it more. If it doesn't, well, okay." And I
think—TI just think it take—took—would take a little more effort,
you know, to, you know, be a—you [unclear words] get
successful all at once, you know. It's not like today with the
YouTube and all of that kind of stuff and I just—that was my

feelings, anyhow, that they didn't back those guys like I think
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they should have.

SL: Yeah, I don't think anybody would disagree with that.

TC: Yeah, 'cause I think they had a load of good songs, you know,
and "Union Man" was the one that took off on its own the best.
And I just think that after that, they had these other songs, but
they didn't wanna commit wholly to it or, I mean, put too much
money in it. Starts—time to start worryin' about money and all
that kinda stuff. So I don't know. They coulda done as good a
job as the Cate Brothers did, and it'd been a lot better.

[02:15:10] SL: Yeah, yeah. Seems like I remember hearing that
"Union Man" sold best in England. Does that sound right?

TC: Oh, those guys are big, big stars with—we have three guys that
come from England every once in a while. And they, well, they
were here three years ago, and they followed us and ran with us
all over the place around the area while they were here, and
they're—they really are tryin' hard to get 'em to come over there
and everything.

SL: Yeah.

TC: I think my wife saw where there's a—one of the Cate Brothers
albums, I mean, is just sellin' like—it's a rare thing over there,
and it's sellin' for, like, $139 . ..

SL: Wow!
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TC:

SL:

TC:

. .. for this album. And another one sells for 70 or 80 bucks—
somethin' like that. Yeah. When we played there, we—they sold
out the New Victoria Audi—Theatre, and that holds, like,
between five, seven thousand, and they jammed—they jam
packed that place. So they like the Cate Brothers over there.
Yeah.

Yeah. [Laughs]

[02:16:15] SL: Yeah. Well, that's what I've always heard. That's

funny they can be so successful over there and not . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... getthe play over here.

TC: Well, that's—that night we played that, and it was—you know,
everybody was high off of that big event and the next—the next
night—our next night playin', we flew back into America, and we
played in a place called Willimantic, Connecticut. And we had
about five people. [Laughs] So we went . ..

SL: Wow!

TC: ... all the way from five thousand to five.

SL: Yeah.

TC: And it was a great big club, too. Really . ..

SL:  Oh my God!

TC: ... bigroom. [Laughs] And nobody ...
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SL: So nobody promoted it . ..

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... over there.
TC: Exactly.

SL: Right. Yeah, empty hall. It's a lonely fall.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Yeah, it was a balloon buster there.

[02:17:04] SL: Yeah. Man. Well, I was gonna ask you about—let's
get back to the—to this cultural shift for you as a teenager,
basically a teenager, and I guess Ernie and Earl are—were—are
they in their twenties? Nineteen, twenty, twenty-one?

TC: Yeah, I think they was—let's see—bout twenty or twenty-one.
Maybe twenty-one. So I think they're seven years older than
me. [Unclear words].

SL: So you're kind of a—you're kind of prime age for women to start
messin' with your life . . .

TC: [Laughs] Yeah.

SL: ... about that time.

TC: Yeah. And some—a lot of those women were older women, and
so, my mother wasn't too keen on that [unclear words].

SL: Right. Right. [Laughs]
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

And my girlfriends were—I didn't have a lotta girlfriends, but
they were all my age.

That's good.

So yeah.

I say that's good.

Yeah.

I'm sure [TC laughs] it pleased your parents that way.

[Unclear word] worked out best. [SL laughs] My wife was my,
let's see, my fourth girlfriend from the time I was thirteen. You
know, my first girlfriend was a girl in California when we moved
there. And I was brokenhearted to leave, but we had to leave.
Then I got a girlfriend in Michigan.

Yeah.

I did all that—that was a—that was good for that year. And
when I moved back to Michigan that same time, well, I still knew
her, but we weren't . . .

Yeah.

. . . boyfriend and girlfriend that time.

You'd both moved on.

Yeah.

Yeah.

[02:18:41] TC: And I only had one girlfriend, then, here before I met
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my wife. Course, I—and I was real young when I met her, so
she was fifteen, and I was seventeen.

SL: So you were the older cat.

TC: Yeah. [SL laughs] Yeah, I got lucky. [Unclear words] . . .

SL: Her folks get along with that okay?

TC: Well. ..

SL: Not initially?

TC: ...Idon't think they were too, you know, happy about it at
first. I mean, they wanted us to, you know, take our time and
not go too fast.

SL: Mh-hmm. Cool the jets.

TC: Yeah, I didn't make the greatest impression. I came over the
first day and I—it was dark, so I stepped all over her flowers . . .

SL:  Oh my God!

TC: ... her mother's flowers and broke a bunch of 'em, you know.
Came over one other time and ran—crashed into the garage
door [laughs] and bent it like crazy. I ran over their mailbox.
Yeah, so they came to like me. [Laughter]

SL: They paid the price, did they?

TC: Yeah. [Laughter]

SL: Well, that's funny. [TC laughs] [02:19:42] So how long did

y'all date before you did get married?
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TC: Two years.

SL: Well, that's . ..

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... that's reasonable.
TC: Yeah.

SL: That's coolin' your jets a little bit.

TC: Yeah, it was. We made—I guess that we found out that that's
what is what we wanted to do, so you know, we—yeah. It
wasn't a mistake.

[02:20:03] SL: [Laughs] So you got married in Springdale?

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: And set up your own place to live?

TC: Yep. Yeah, we moved into our own little apartment right away.
Just a one-room—actually, it was two. There was a very small
kitchenette in a one-room little apartment over a garage.

SL: Yeah?

TC: Yeah.

SL: Here in Springdale or . . .

TC: Cozy little place. What?

SL:  Where was it?

TC: It was in Springdale.

SL: Yeah.
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TC: What's—gosh, what's the name of the street your school's on,
honey? Anyhow, it's on the eastern side of town and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...and we—it was a friend's apartment that—you know, they
liened it to us. And it was a perfect little place at first, a real
small . ..

[02:20:49] SL: So you'd been with the Cates for about four years, I
guess? Four or five?

TC: I—yeah.

SL: Bout that time?

TC: That would've been four years. I was nineteen when I got
married.

SL: And so, what was going on with the band, with the Cates, about
that time? Where were you guys?

TC: Yeah, we was—we were in just the regular playin' circuit . . .

SL: Local band . ..

TC: ... around here, you know. We were playin' the Red Lion and
the—and Harry Mhoon's 71 Club.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Remember that one?

SL: Yes. [Laughs]

TC: And when they—you know, and places like the VFW hall and

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 145
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

the . ..
Yeah.
.. . Knights of Columbus hall . . .
Yeah.
. . and parties and stuff. There wasn't a—you know, there
wasn't just a whole lot of clubs and stuff . . .
Venues.
... around then . ..
Right.
. .. you know. There was a handful but—so—but that's . . .
And you had the frat parties and . . .
Yeah, for all those . ..
Yeah.
. . . frat parties and stuff . . .
Yeah.

. . . and weddings and receptions and whatever.

[02:21:51] SL: So did y'all—did you and—and your wife's name

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

is...

Gena.

Maiden name?

Garrison.

Garrison.
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TC:

Garrison. Gena Garrison.

[02:22:04] SL: Okay. And did y'all set about having kids right away,

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

or did you have kids?

Yeah, yeah, we had a little boy, and then about five years later
we had a little girl.

Kay. So you've had a couple children.

Got two kids. Uh-huh. Yeah, my son is now forty-three, and my
daughter is thirty-seven, I think now.

Grown-ups.

I better not say that too fast. She might just be thirty-six and
I...

Yeah, I'm terrible about that, too. [Laughter]

And my . ..

Well, so . ..

[02:22:39] TC: And she gave me a great grandson. His name is

Chase Phillips, and he's takin' up drums now, too.

SL: Uh-oh.

TC: So I've got him set up with some stuff [SL laughs] [unclear
words] down there.

SL:  Oh no!

TC: Yeah. [Laughter]

SL: Is anybody warning him? [Laughter]
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TC: Yeah, I don't think he's had any warnings yet.

SL: Yeah.

TC: But that—he's really into it. He's enjoyin' it, so I hope he'll
continue to enjoy 'em and play.

[02:23:04] SL: Well, you know, it's kind of a—it's a little bit—you
don't really hear much about musicians raising families while
they're still playin' and still on the road . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... still doin' the stuff. But you got into it early and, by all

appearances, was—were—became a successful father, and . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... they're still alive and got a grandchild now and . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... self-sufficient. I don't see them living here. Are they living
herein . ..

TC: Yeah, they live right down the street.

SL: Oh, I meant here in the house.

TC: No, no. [Laughter] But they're not that far away. They're . ..
SL: Yeah.

TC: ... bout a block away from me.

SL: Both of 'em?

TC: Yeah.
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SL: That's so great.
TC: Yeah.

[02:23:46] SL: So that goes back to the Cagle community,

almost . . .
TC: Yeah.
SL: ...overin Marvell.
TC: I know.

SL: Everyone close. It runs deep.

TC: Everybody's always been pretty close, you know, on . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... in both sides of the family. When we—when I got with—into
the Garrison family, oh, they're—yeah, they're big family people,
you know. Very close.

[02:24:10] SL: That's cool. So when did the—when did your career
with the Cates start to become a little bit more widespread or
just out of the region? I mean, you started . ..

TC: When we began to, you mean, get away from here a little bit . . .

SL: Uh-huh.

TC: ... to play?

SL: I guess that is concurrent with studio time and albums coming
out.

TC: Yeah, we—you know, during those earlier days when we were—
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before we really went on the road and they recorded some of
their first demos there, now, we went to Oklahoma City. That
was right after I joined 'em, and they recorded a couple songs
there. And then they used—we used to go to Fort Worth, Texas,

a lot, and they recorded a—quite a bit down there.

[02:25:03] SL: Do you remember the studio names, or the studio

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:
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?Boy? ...

. name at Oklahoma City?
Hm-mm. I sure don't.
That's where John Ware first recorded.
Gene Sullivan was the producer's name in Oklahoma City.
Okay.
Engineer. I don't know why I remember his name. So it just
pops out. But then I—and Mickey Moody was the guy in Fort
Worth that recorded us a lot, and he eventually moved up to
Fort Smith and ran a studio there for Ben Jack's for a while. But
that's where we recorded most of our—the early stuff. And we
didn't—we weren't really traveling around at that time. And I
guess the traveling didn't start till we—till Metromedia became
interested and they brought us up to New York for a—to meet us
and to take some photos and things like that. And then we

didn't really do—they didn't really put us out to travel that much.
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SL:

TC:

We just, I guess, waited to see what that—again, wait—a wait-
and-see thing, I guess.

Yeah, that's weird. You usual . ..

So they didn't put us out on the road and, you know—and so,
that didn't happen until we—till they signed with Asylum

Records.

[02:26:22] SL: Now, is that the first time you crossed paths with

Steve Cropper?

TC: That was when Steve—that woulda been in, like, [19]74—[197]5
when they signed up, and then Steve produced that for the first
two albums there. But after that first album and "Union Man,"
and that's when we really went on the road, in [19]75, [19]76.
We went all over the place then. [02:26:47] We opened up for
Queen's premier tour . . .

SL: I kinda remember that.

TC: ... the first time they ever came to America . . .

SL: I'd forgotten that, but I kinda remember that.

TC: That was a wild little tour.

SL: What. ..

TC: That was crazy. [Laughs]

SL: Talk about that.

TC: [Laughs] Oh gosh, it was some—too much to talk about it. You
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

know, you try to start thinkin' about it—well, I know they put on
quite a production. You know, they were really theatrical and
everything. And every night was a—they did something
different, a little bit different. Freddie Mercury would do
somethin' crazy. You know, some nights he might have some
sumo wrestlers on stage with him. [SL laughs] And the other—
next night he might have a big boa s—that's, you know, a snake
or somethin'. Who knows what he was gonna do.
Sounds like W. S. Walcott.
[Laughter] Yeah, yeah. So it was exciting, on the go, and it was
just a lotta jobs in a short period of time and all the way across
America. And you know, at first—the first jobs that—in the East
Coast, they weren't—the audience was not friendly to us at all.
Huh.
They knew we were such a contrastto . . .
What was goin' on . ..
. . . to Queen.

. . commercially.
Yeah.

Yeah.

[02:27:59] TC: And so, those people were hard-core Queen people.

Now, the record company's idea was to put us—was that
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contrasting difference and might get attention, you know. And it
did—it—"Union Man" got a lotta radio play and then—and you
could see that boost after we'd played somewhere, you know.

SL: That's the way it's supposed to be.

TC: But at first, you know, the audience themselves, they were just
downright hostile. They'd throw things at you.

SL:  Oh my God!

TC: I used to look down a lot and play like this [bows head] with my
eyes closed, but that was a bad habit, and I quit doin' it because
I looked up in time, and a peanut went [whistles], pow! Right

between the eyes. So I kept my eyes on people . ..

SL: You...

TC: ... people after then.

SL: ... better to dodge than . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...toletitruninto you. [TC laughs] Yeah.

TC: "Yeah, you missed me!" [Laughter]

SL: Boom. [Laughter] Oh, that's incredible. [02:28:47] So—well,
can you say anything about Steve Cropper?

TC: Yeah, that's a very music—musically knowledgeable guy and
he's always been one of my kind of heroes in the music

business, and you know, with Booker T. and the MGs were one
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of the best er—rhythm-section bands ever. But Steve had that—
he just had that knowle—that savvy about what it took to make
a song, you know. And ?it's his best? production of quality, you
know, how to bring that out, and yeah, he just had that way
with it, that knowledge. And knowin' what to do and when to do
it. And a good guy, a good fellow. You know, he was a top
professional. You know, he didn't wait for you to make too
many mistakes, you know. He just—"Come on and get on
board, and let's do this thing and do it right," so.

SL: Right.

TC: Yeah, he was a very, very highly professional attitude about it.

[02:29:58] SL: Well, it—I mean, was—did it create a tensive
atmosphere in the studio?

TC: No, it didn't. It didn't. That was when Bill became
disenchanted, Bill Wright. And so, you know, I mean, he left,
and there was no tension. I think everything was—I was there
to try to learn somethin'. . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...you know, and I really wanted to see what he had goin' on.
And he ha—he used the greatest drummers, you know, for all
that session work they did. So it was a great experience learnin'

from those guys. Ed Greene and . ..
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yep.

. . . Michael Baird, you know.

Yep. Mm-hmm. Well, I have to imagine that Steve Cropper had
great admiration for Earl and his work. I mean. ..

Yeah, as a guitarist, you know.

Yeah, birds of a feather kinda thing.

Yeah, yeah, he re—he likes his—really liked his guitar.

[02:31:02] SL: Do you think that under that producer that the Cate

Brothers kind of became acclaimed in the circles in the music—in
the band circles? I mean, other players became aware—more

aware of Ernie and Earl and their longevity and . . .

TC: Yeah, that's—I think . ..

SL: I mean, there's gotta be respect for anyone to last that long . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: . humber one.

TC: Yeah.

SL: And to have Steve Cropper's attention and, for that matter,
Levon's attention . . .

TC: Right.

SL: . it would seem like that . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: . . word would get around . . .
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Yeah.
. . . "Hey, these guys are players. These guys are doin' the
music. They're" . ..
Yeah.

.. "it's not a bullshit thing."
But I think that's when that really started to kick in was, you
know, after workin' with Steve and, you know, with Levon's
personal knowledge and personal endorsement of 'em, really,
that they started gettin' that reputation. But then, you know, to
build on that all these years is what, you know, sealed the deal
on that.
Right.
I mean, it—you know, it's one thing to do it then at the time, but
then to keep goin' and make that longevity I was talkin' about.
Make it long and lasting is—you know, that's the test, I think.
The sign.
There's no denying. I mean. ..
Yeah.
. . . you can't deny.
Uh-uh. [SL laughs] No, so . ..

I mean, it still works.

[02:32:37] TC: It's probably . ..
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

It's still working.

. . . they're probably the most-known unknown band in America.
[Laughs]

Well, you know, that could be.

Yeah.

That could be.

A lotta people know 'em but, you know . . .

[02:32:45] SL: You know, now, there's this—and tell me is this

myth. I heard at one point in time that Bob Dylan was

considering the Cate Brothers for his band. Is that. ..

TC: Now, I don't think . ..

SL: Idon'tthink. ..

TC: ...I heard much about that.

SL: ... that's not really true, is it?

TC: No, I don't think it is.

SL: It was kinda like the Hawks were here . . .

TC: Right. And the. ..

SL: ... and the Cates were next in line or somethin'.

TC: Right. Yeah, that. ..

SL: Ifone...

TC: No, I don't think Bob Dylan was ever really too aware of the Cate
Brothers. I mean, I don't—we never did do any hangin' out, or
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he never came around. I'd—once when he—when I lived in
Michigan, Levon and—that was when he was first with them, and

they played at a place called McCormick Hall, I believe . . .

SL: Okay.

TC: ...in Chicago. That was [19]63, maybe, and I went . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... over there to see them at that show. It was the first tour

that they had gone out on, I think—back when they would boo
'em at the first, you know.

SL: Right, right.

TC: He gave me an autographed harmonica.

SL: [Laughs] Well, that's got to be worth somethin'.

TC: Well, it would be if I still had it. I don't [SL laughs] know where
it—what ever happened to the thing. Somebody got it. But
yeah, I don't think he was really aware of the Cate Brothers, you
know, I mean, and The Band was—the Hawks, that was who he
really wanted . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... so.

SL: I can't imagine why.

TC: Yeah. [Laughter]

SL: Man.
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TC: Yeah, their audience was about a half boo and half hurrah. And
it—when it was over with it, it was all hurrah.

SL: Yeah.

TC: They got sold on electricity after that. It was. ..

SL: Yep. Yeah, well [TC laughs], you know, the times were changin'.

TC: Yeah. Yeah, they were.

[02:34:43] SL: Well, okay. So after the first couple of albums that
got put out by—there were two from Asylum, weren't there?

TC: Yeah.

SL: After that y'all get to become a little bit more well known, but

you didn't get the promotion that . . .

TC: No.

SL: ... would—was normally the formula. You . ..

TC: Right.

SL: ...cutarecord, and you go out, and you sell the record . . .
TC: Right.

SL: ...instead of just. ..

TC: And that's . ..

SL: ... lettin' the record stand by itself.

TC: Right. They—that's what I was sayin' earlier. It seemed like
they wanted to let the—you know, they wanted it to do

somethin' without putting the investment into it that you should,
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

you know, to—so an unknown band—unless it's just one of those
songs like "Union Man" that just happens to hit that right hole,
you know . ..
Yeah.

. . and be that kinda song. It—the other songs are really good
songs, but they required some attention. You know . ..
Yeah.

. .. "Hey, look at this band right here. Listen." You know, and
more of that, and so, they—I don't think they put their heart into
it like the Cate Brothers did. [Laughs] We went out and

worked.

[02:35:56] SL: Right. So—and I can see how that probably

dampened Ernie and Earl's spirit as far as . . .

TC: Yeah, you know, I could see where they would never—it's hard
to see anything—them show things like that. You know, I mean,
they—if they're real depressed or down, they've—not the kinda
people that show it . . .

SL: They mask it.

TC: ...youknow. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... and whine or anything about it. So. ..

SL: Right.
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TC: ... it's—they just go about doin' their business and . . .

SL: Well, you know, of course, the music business doesn't have a
very good reputation, especially back in those days.

TC: No. No, I know it.

[02:36:30] SL: And you know, in this recent documentary about
Levon, you know, there's obviously some bitter feelings about

the business . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... side of music.
TC: Yeah.

SL: So again, that's even more remarkable that you guys are still

playin' . ..
TC: Yeah.
SL: ...you know, and you survived all that bullshit.
TC: Yeah.

SL: [Laughs] Pardon my [laughs] English but . . .

TC: Well, that's—I think we just like playin', you know, so whether it
works or whether it doesn't, we're still gonna love playin'.
[02:37:04] SL: Yeah. You know, when it does just boil down to the

music. Committed to the music.
TC: Yeah, you—yeah, there's still sometimes you can play

somewhere even now that's less than enthusiastic audience.
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Sometimes the casinos are that way. They're not there . . .

SL: They're there to gamble.

TC: . . so much for you. They're there . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...togamble and—but it doesn't, in the long run, it doesn't
matter. If you're not gonna have fun, well, then don't show up.
Don't even set your stuff up. Don't play—not if you're not gonna
have some fun at it. The only way I see it. Why show up and
cry? [Laughs]

SL: Right. Why be miserable?

TC: Just show up and laugh.

SL: Yeah, yeah. Make somethin' good out of it.

TC: Yeah.

SL: So...

TC: Pays the same. [Laughs]

SL: Yeah.

TC: If you cry or laugh, you . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: . . what do you want do.

SL: Yeah, yeah, yeah. [02:37:59] So what other folks have you run
across in the business? You know, one of the names that was
mentioned the other day in that panel discussion was Jesse Ed
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Davis.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Did you ever get to play with him or meet him?

TC: No, I don'tthinkIdid. I don't recallitifI did. I mean, I've met
some people that they tell me later that I met, and I said, "Oh,
okay. I remember" . ..

SL: Youdidn't. ..

TC: ... "thattime now," is it—if somebody remembers, but I don't
think I've ever met that man.

[02:38:30] SL: Well, tell me about the harmonica player that was on
that panel—Junior . ..

TC: Oh, Junior Markham.

SL: ... Markham.

TC: Yeah, he's a—he goes way back there, you know, and he's been
a—he's a Tulsa boy, and he's just a—been around with all those
guys. He was playin' back then with the Hawks around, and you
know, he was just gettin' started with them then. He's just one
of those guys that's been around forever.

SL: Yeah, do you know if he's still playin'?

TC: Yeah, he still does.

SL: He's still playin'.

TC: Still playing.
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SL: We gotta go see him.

TC: Got a sweet band, too, man [unclear word].

SL: Yeah? And he's still workin' outta Tulsa?

TC: Yeah, he works Tulsa. And Jimmy Karstein plays with him some,
and Chuck Blackwell plays with him.

SL: Yeah, I know that name.

TC: Those are old—Chuck Blackwell did a lotta stuff with Leon

Russell, and . . .
SL: Yeah.
TC: ... and maybe he did somethin' with Eric Clapton. He's been

around a lot, you know, those old-timers.
[02:39:26] SL: Maybe we oughta talk about Tulsa. I mean. ..
TC: Yeah,it'snot...

SL: Did you ever. ..

TC: Itwas...
SL: ...didyou. ..
TC: ... it was a good place to play, but it was, you know, it was

nothin' special about it . . .
[02:39:37] SL: What about . ..
TC: ... that sticks out.
SL: ... what about the Fondalite Club?

TC: I never did go there.
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SL: You never got there.

TC: Uh-uh. Never did get there.

SL: Boy, some of the old guys, that's like they do that with reveren—
you know, there's a reverence about the . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... Fondalite Club.

TC: Yeah. [Laughter]

SL: I love the name.

TC: I know. It sounds like a club from the [19]50s or somethin'.

SL: Yeah, it does.

TC: The Fondalite.

SL: Itdoes. [TC laughs]

[02:40:00] SL: So I mean, did you ever run across Leon Russell at
allor...

TC: I never met Leon Russell. I never did. Yeah, I just—you know, I
met several—lotta people. Lotta people that I've been fortunate
to meet and some to play with. But. ..

[02:40:23] SL: What's the—what's one of your more memorable
playing experiences outside the Cate Brothers or . ..

TC: Oh, well, those things that we did back with The Band when we
all got back together in the [19]80s, and we played with—and

even before then, we were openin' up for some pretty big bands,
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you know, Fleetwood Mac and people like that and Average
White Band—all those bands in the—popular in the [19]70s we
opened up for 'em or—and when we got with The Band, well,
then we hooked up with the Grateful Dead some and did a few
jobs with them.

SL: What was that like?

TC: And that was monstrous. That was wild, and you know, the first
time you've ever played in front of a crowd of twenty thousand
people [unclear word] . . .

SL: Right.

TC: ...youknow. That was my first big crowds was we played—we
would play those—you know, they used to have, like, marathon
gigs. You know, where there'd be half a dozen bands start at
noon and go till . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... whatever. And you know, all those Doobie Brothers and all
those bands back then are—you know, were—it was fun to be
around a mix of that and see that. And then—and there would
be several thousand people, but then when we got to that bigger
step up was with—we got with Fleetwood Mac and then some
Beach Boys openings, and it was just—I never seen so many

people of, you know—and the first time we went on stage, it's
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like, "Whoa-hoo! [SL laughs] Oh, let's go for it!" [Laughs]
SL: Yeah, yeah.
TC: So that was fun. A lotta fun.
SL: So...
TC: The Grateful Dead was—they were a hoot.
[02:42:08] SL: Yeah, the Grateful Dead thing . . .

TC: They were a hoot.

SL: ...you know, they had a whole different attitude about music

business, didn't they?

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: I mean, they were the first to allow people to do the bootleg
thing.

TC: Yeah.

SL: You could actually tap into the board if you wanted to and . . .

TC: That's right.
SL: ... walk away with your own recording of the gig.

TC: Yeah, they were pretty unconventional, to say the least.

[02:42:27] SL: And then, also, they had kind of endless jams . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... in their sets anyway.
TC: Yeah.

SL: Imean...
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TC: They did—they . ..

SL: ... itwas not unusual for a song to go twenty minutes . . .
TC: Oh yeah.
SL: ...andnooneknew. ..

TC: And they would . . .

SL: ...who was gonna play nextand . ..

TC: That's right, and they'd call—they—we played one of the New
Year's parties. They had a tradition of playin' the place in San
Francisco every year, and that one New Year's, he says—2Bill
Crutchman, the drummer—he says, "Hey, you want to sit in?" I

said, "Well, sure. Sure, I'll sit in." And so, they went on and
thirty or forty, forty-five minutes went by, and I didn't—and I
thought, "Eh, probably won't happen." And pretty soon a—one
of their roadies came back with a flashlight—"Hey, come on!
You're up!" [Laughter] [02:43:13] So I got up and played with
'em about two songs. We played "Midnight Hour" and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...somethin' else and—while Bill Graham's runnin' ar—he's a—
Bill Graham's in a big—I don't know what that thing was. He
was ridin' in it, and it was up real high, and he was ridin' around

it in a circle—some kind of a basket and he was just [SL laughs]

way up in the air, ridin' around in a circle, throwin' roses out to
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SL:

TC:

everybody, you know, and . . .
What a guy.

. makin' a big event out of the New Year's.

[02:43:43] SL: What a guy. Now, he—The Last Waltz was done with

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

him, right?

Mh-hmm.

Did you go to The Last Waltz? [TC shakes head] You didn't? I
didn't, either.

No, I didn't go to the live one. I went to some of the studio stuff
they did out, I mean, out in LA.

Uh-huh. ?Afterwards.? Maple.

I went there. Yeah.

Yeah.

Emmylou Harris and—was there that day that they did her thing.

[02:44:11] SL: Well, I'm tryin' to think where we can pick back up

on—so all this stuff with Fleetwood Mac and Grateful Dead and

all that—was that comin' off the Asylum stuff, or is that . . .

TC: Yeah. Yeah, that would've been—some of it was at the end of
the Asylum things. And they had—actually, I think they had a
total of four or five albums, I believe, that they did with Asylum.

SL: Oh, okay.

TC: Andthen. ..
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SL: I didn't realize there were that many.

TC: Yeah, I think the last one was the one in Miami in 1978, 1
believe. And so—and you know, there was a lot of that during
those times, the [19]70s and then on into the [19]80s—early
[19]80s there with The Band and . . .

[02:45:04] SL: So...

TC: ... Grateful Dead and all that.

SL: ... atAsylum did you ever—were you ever on any of those
tracks, or did you . ..

TC: Yeah. Yeah, those—the last—those—the Steve Cropper ones I
wasn't, but the two after that I played.

SL: Who was doin' A and R for those last two? Do you remember?

TC: You know, Jim Mason was—produced one—the first—that third
one, and then Tommy Dowd produced the last one.

SL: How was that?

TC: That was wonderful. Man, what a brain.

SL: Yeah.

TC: What a brain, that guy. That's Steve Cropper's mentor, you
know, so . . .

[02:45:40] SL: Yeah, yeah. Well, so, you got any Dowd stories you
wanna—any words of wisdom from him?

TC: Ah, not really particularly. It was just fun to work with him
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'‘cause he was good at bringin' it out of you, you know, gettin'—
Steve was good at that, too, but Steve didn't want to—he
wanted to get the job done. He didn't wanna take just a whole
lotta time messin' and wastin' with it. And I didn't have very
much experience then, and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...you know, it was just—he was—the record was already
behind. We had gone to New York, and John Simon was gonna
produce it.

SL: John Simon.

TC: And we stayed up in his place in New York, and we just sorta got
in a ru—lazy, slow mode and the record company was wantin'
that to get it—get on. So Steve got it on. But with Tommy we
had a—Tommy Dowd—we got to take our time and, you know,
get coached by him and everything and it wor—I think it worked
good, you know, [unclear words].

[02:46:43] SL: So what happened with John Simon?

TC: Weaell, like I say, we—I thought it was goin' okay. It was just
goin' [laughs] slow, you know. Itwasa. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... nice, slow pace. But apparently, it was too slow for Asylum.

[Unclear words] Asylum so they . . .
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SL: So are you up in New York doin' . . .

TC: Yeah, we're up in the New York [unclear word]—his place is
about forty miles or so from Woodstock.

SL: Yeah.

SL: And so, we, you know, we were there stayin' at his house, and
we'd drive into the city once a—once every week or so, twice a
week, maybe, and record. And it wasn't movin' fast enough for
Asylum after that, so we went—we—you know, from Califor—
from New York all the way to California and then Steve took
over, and it was—and took the ball and ran with it.

[02:47:31] SL: I got to meet John Simon once. I think he was

directing the Blue Jean Bash thing in. ..

TC: Oh yeah.
SL: ... Washington, DC.
TC: Yeah.

SL: I think he was kind of overseeing all that activity . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... as far as The Band's side of it and the Dylan side of it. And
was he—did he come in with The Band, or was he with Dylan
and then The Band?

TC: You know, I don't know what his relationship for sure was with

Dylan, but I only remembered him from the The Band.
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SL: The Band. Yeah.

TC: Yeah. That's when I first heard of 'em.

SL: So was he producing the first two albums that they did?

TC: Yeah.

[02:48:13] SL: Yeah. So I'm tryin' to think who all's—who the—
some of the other players were around that time. I guess—did
you ever meet Albert Grossman?

TC: No, Ididn't. ..

SL: No?

TC: ... meet Albert.

SL: It's probably good.

TC: Yeah. [Laughter]

SL: It's not a popular name . ..

TC: Uh-uh. [Laughs]

SL: ...down here, is he? [Laughter] I'm tryin' to think what else?

[02:48:42] TC: I remember on a—we were openin' up for Joe

Cocker . ..
SL: Yeah.
TC: ... and he had Steve Gadd playin' drums, and Steve asked me

if he could borrow my bass drum 'cause he busted his head.
SL:  Oh my God.

TC: So he used my bass drum that night. [Laughs]
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SL: He returned it to you in good shape?

TC: What's that?

SL: Did he give it back to you in . ..

TC: Oh yeah.

SL: ...one piece?

TC: Yeah, he gave it back to me in one piece. He didn't bust it.

SL: [Laughs] That's good.

TC: I should've had gotten him to autograph it, but I forgot it.

SL: Oh. [TC laughs] Well, that's quite an honor . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... givin' him stuff like that, part of the kit.

TC: Well, you know, he was desperate. He didn't have another head
or bass drum to—they had to . . .

SL: Just slipped yours right in.

TC: They had just started, too, the night, so I mean, he had the
whole night to go, you know.

SL: Yeah.

TC: I know.

SL: That'd be tough to play without [/aughs] the kick.

TC: Yeah. Course, I mean, I know they could've went out and got
him what he needed, but time was of the essence. They'd

already started, actually, you know, so they . ..
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

He didn't have a front skin.

Yeah, I mean. ..

It was probably empty—just the back.

Right.

Yeah.

Right.

[Laughs] That's funny. Small world. [TC laughs] [02:49:50]
So what do you think it is about you guys that—I mean, there
was a time when you weren't playing with the Cates. Now,
they're—you've had—was that that you just started to play with
someone else, or were there health issues or . . .

Yeah, well, you know, I kind of—that was at the end of that road
stuff, and we were—it was kind of over—that part of it was, you
know, the—and I don't know. I kinda felt like maybe it's—you
know, maybe I'm supposed to go and get more experience. I
kinda wanted to be—to see what it was like to play with a lotta
different people . . .

Yeah.

. . . you know, 'cause that's really all I had ever played with,

SO ...

Yeah. [Laughs]

I think that—you know, that did me some good. I think it—that
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changed my attitude a little bit, and I learned some things, and I
got some experience at playin' with different musicians.

[02:50:49] SL: Who all did you end up playin' with?

TC: I played—I had some bands of my own, and I played with Mark
Sallings from Wynne, Arkansas. I don't know if you knew him.
He's passed on now, but he was a really great harp player and a
sax player. And I played with him. I played with some guys
that moved up from Helena that Levon had known in earlier
times. And so, when they moved up here, well, I met them
through Levon, and we formed a little band and then played a
couple of years outta that deal.

[02:51:26] SL: C—was it with C.W. Gatlin, maybe, or . ..

TC: C.W. wasn't—no, no.

SL: No?

TC: TI've known C.W. a long time, but no, he wasn't one of 'em. A
fellow named Otis Wake . . .

SL: Don't know him.

TC: No, he's long ago passed, too, now.

SL: Yeah.

TC: So that's what broke up the band was he got sick and passed
away. But you know, I just had a few—handful of groups that

we just locally played and started, you know, playin' with just
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different ones. I'd go sit in, and we'd jam, and I'd go
mercenary, you know, and hire out for somebody that needed a
drummer for the weekend or the night. And I've had—and then
I—couple of—well, back in—ten years ago—it was eleven years
ago. [02:52:09] I got—I formed a band called the Jungle Bush
Beaters.

SL: Yes.

TC: That was Levon's first high school band when he was in
[laughter] ?high school?. So I took the . ..

SL: Took the name.

TC: ...Irenewed it.

SL: Yeah, yeah.

TC: And [unclear words] . . .

SL: Was that fun?

TC: Yeah, that was a lotta fun.

[02:52:22] SL: Now, who all was in that band?

TC: Well, that was the Hight brothers—Larry . . .

SL: Larry.

TC: ...andLee...

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... and Loren Bailey was in there. That's a fellow I went to

school with here . . .
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SL: Okay.

TC: ...intown. And Tommy Payton played in it some.

SL: Tommy. What a sweet guy.

TC: Yeah, he's a good fellow, and his wife was in it with us a little bit
towards the end, and you know, it was good. It was fun playin'
with the Hights, and I think Larry Hight's a—he's a really
talented fellow, and I liked the way we—we'd get him to play
steel, only we'd get him to, you know, nasty it up a little.

SL: Yeah. Yeah, yeah.

TC: "Play nasty, Larry." [SL laughs] So that was fun. I think that
sort of—if anything could make such a part, it was just that
different sound. We were a rock and rhythm and blues band but
with a steel guitar, you know. [02:53:11] And that was our I
guess I could say most identifying part about us . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... is that sound and steel guitar.

SL: Man, it's such a spacey instrument to me.

TC: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

SL: I mean, it's out there. [TC laughs] It's kinda like UFO stuff to
me.

TC: Yeah, I know, I mean [SL laughs], you could . . .

SL: It gets hot, though, doesn'tit? I mean ... [TC laughs]
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah, well, that's . . .
Yeah, you know, you get—it's almost like a bluegrass thing. It
can get so hot so quick.
Yeah, yeah, it is.
I mean, most people just think of the slide . . .
Right.
. . . and the Hawaiian kind of thing, but it's, in the right hands,
it's. ..
Yeah, it'sa ...
. . . formidable.
. it's a versatile instrument, I think . ..
Yeah.

. SO.

[02:53:51] SL: Well, did you ever do anymore studio work?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Ah, let's see. Yeah, we . ..

No, I mean outside when you were . . .
After the . . .

Aft. ..

. . . you mean out of the Cate . . .
Yeah.

. . . Brothers?

Yeah.
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TC: I'm tryin' to think if—if I did, it was just a session—some
sessions that I might've done, you know, and just—it wouldn't've
been—I don't think we—we did put out—have our own CD with
the Jungle Bush Beaters. Just a real quick thing that we, you
know, just kinda threw out there. But other than that, I think
I...

SL: Did you all do that yourselves, or did you . . .

TC: Yeah, wewentto...

SL: Crisp's?

TC: ... Fort Smith.

SL: Or Fort Smith to Ben Jack's?

TC: Yeah, at Ben Jack's down there and did that, and ah, we just
rushed it through. It was about, like, seventeen, eighteen hours
and . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: . . where we did everything.

SL: Yeah, yeah.

TC: So [clears throat]—but other than that, I'd say I probably did—
other than a few session jobs, you know, I didn't do a lot of
recording since then. I guess the last, besides the Bush Beaters
thing, the last album that I would've been on was in 1978 with
the Cate Brothers.
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SL: Which one was that, now?

TC: Fire on the Tracks was . . .

SL: Fire on the Tracks.

TC: ... the name of that. Yeah.

[02:55:13] SL: You know, I'm real attracted to the live stuff. I don't
know how much of the live CDs that—I don't know if you were
on any of the live CDs that Darren Novotny would do for 'em
and . ..

TC: Probably notif. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... that mighta been a era whereI was . ..

SL: John Ware was in town tryin' to produce . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... some of the stuff.

TC: Yeah, and I remember we did a thing that John produced for us

one time. It was just like a mini . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... alittle mini. ..

SL: EP.

TC: ... collection. Yeah. It was three or four songs, maybe four

songs. And that was in the early or mid-[19]80s sometime.

[02:55:58] SL: Yeah, I think I did the—I was doin' some location
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sound for some of that. Did we do that in the old Campbell Soup
warehouse, maybe? I can't remember. See—and it seems like
we also were in, oh, what's-his-name's studio up here on College
Avenue up by the mall. What was that place?

TC: Yeah, now, that's up by—the one I remember was somewhere in

that area. Maybe between the mall and Fayetteville . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... comin' back this way.
SL: Yeah.

TC: That's. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...theonel...

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... remember.

[02:56:32] SL: Yeah, he had me in on that stuff. Well, so, what was
it that got you back to Ernie and Earl? What . . .

TC: Well, I don't know. I guess just circumstances. The bands that
I—you know, the Bush Beaters, I guess that would've been the
last one. They broke up. I'm tryin' to get my orders right here.
I believe that, you know, before the Bush Beaters, I had—I met
up with a fellow named Steve Bush.

SL: Kay.
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TC: And he's from Eureka Springs, but he was in on the hoedown
circuit over there. So he got me a job there playin' a hoedown
thing for a year.

SL:  Wow.

TC: Yeah. So the tie and the . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... certain suit every night. The same routine program every
night. But he got that job, and so, I met him, and we did little
bits of session work together over there. But then, you know,
that job went away. [02:57:35] The Jungle Bush Beaters ended
up ending, so I was just back to more or less mercenary ty—
kinda work once in a while. And then Mickey Eoff had been
playin' with the Cate Brothers.

SL: Yeah. I've got some. ..

TC: And he just—he finally had enough. He got tired of playin'. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... and called it quits. And Ernie had by then about done that,
too, because of his health. He likes playin', but he just—you
know, all the other stuff's . . .

SL: Couldn't do it.

TC: ... a little bit much for him now and . . .
SL: Yeah.
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TC: ... buteventually they thought, "Well, you know, I'd like to
get—hook this up with Terry again." I like playin' at—you know,
some and—so that's the way we hooked back up, with Mickey
quittin'. And Earl, you know, Earl ain't gonna quit for nothin'.

SL: No.

TC: I mean, he plays anytime and every time he can.

SL: I know.

TC: Alarge life, man. ..

SL: I know.

TC: ... for the love of music.

SL: Every invitation.

TC: Yeah.

SL: He gets it.

[02:58:35] TC: So we got hooked up, I think—tryin' to remember
which—I guess we got started with Earl and Them. That band
finally got started. That's about five years now. And then right
shortly after that, I guess we began to play a few Cate Brothers

jobs again, so. That today is a kind of a semiregular thing . . .

SL: Yeah. ..

TC: ...and...

SL: ... well, it sounds great.

TC: ... Earl and Them is full time, you know, all the time.
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[02:59:00] SL: That sounds great. You know, it's interesting. When

you're playin'—and when you played with 'em anyway—but now,
you know, whenever you guys get to a Band song, it kinda

becomes your show, in a way. I mean, you kinda take the lead

vocal . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: .and . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...you know, the drumming is so familiar, and the audience
just kinda gets up and starts goin' a little bit more wild. It's
kinda interesting that that fever kinda comes through . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...you guys.

TC: Yeah, well . ..

SL: Imeanit'sstill ...

TC: ...youknow. ..

SL: ... they're fantastic songs.

TC: Yeah, it's a lot of kinda just fantastic songs and a little bit of
genetics and a lot of love. It's—you know, I think if you try to
love your music and express it that way, it—that's just—it just
comes out like that, and it can come out that way, or it can be
laborious and, you know, painful, somethin' you might not
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even—you almost feel sorry for the guy for playin'it, but . . .

SL: Yeah, right.

TC: ... butthen, you know, why? Why do that? Just go ahead
and . ..

SL: Letit go.

TC: ... make up your mind you're gonna have fun. That's what—

that is the key, then, is havin' fun playin' the music.
TM: Scott, we need to change tapes.
SL: Okay. Yeah, we need to cool down, too.
TC: Yeah. [Unclear words]
SL: You're startin' to get hot, and I'm startin' to get hot.
TC: Yeah.
[Tape stopped]
[03:00:29] SL: Okay, so this is tape four?
TM: That's right.

SL: We're really crammin' a lotta stuff into a small amount of time. 1

know it . ..
TC: Yeah.
SL: ...seems like it might—seem like a long time, but four tapes is

a pretty short interview for us or—we're averaging five.
TC: What's a long interview?

SL: Fourteen.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Oh. What's your average?

[Laughs] 1 would say we're probably averaging five or six now.
Yeah.

Yeah. We were pretty enthusiastic early [laughter] in our
careers. We covered everything. Every inch. So I think we
were talkin' about how you had taken a break from the Cates,
and you had—were kind of doin' mercenary work a little bit, and
you also started your own band, and you talked at pretty good—
some pretty good stuff about the Bush Beaters, the Jungle Bush
Beaters.

Yeah.

How you'd taken that name from Levon's . . .

Yeah.

. . . high school band.

Right.

[03:01:29] SL: But then I think we'd gotten to Earl and Them. 1

think Earl had called you and was wondering if you'd be

interested in starting a . . .

TC: Yeah. Startingup . ..

SL: ...agroup.

TC: . another band with him.

SL: And this was after Ernie—and they'd kinda decided not to
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keep . ..

TC: Right.

SL: ...doingit. And. ..
TC: Yeah.

SL: ...Erniewas. ..

TC: Sort of a semiretirement . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... thing. And especially during—at first he didn't play very
much at all 'cause he was—you know, had been gettin' over that
injury and had some other health issues, too, that he was takin'
care of, and you know, I think that once he got a little past
those, that he felt like playin' a little bit more and [clears
throat], so . . .

SL: And he does. He comes out. ..

TC: Yeah, he does.

SL: ...and plays some.

TC: Heplaysand. ..

SL: And it's always great to have him.

TC: ... does itlike he wants to. He fr—he goes and plays when he
feels like it and, you know, and pay—plays where he wants to,
and so, I think he's doin' [unclear word] . . .

[03:02:24] SL: Yeah, I think we left it with Earl'll never quit playin'.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Nah.

[Laughs] 1 think . ..

Earl . ..

. . . that's where we . . .

. . . Earl says—Earl likes to go even when he t—and if we have a
weekend off or somethin', he—you may find him sittin' in with
somebody else, you know.

Yeah.

He'll go out ?listenin' and meet? and then settin' up, playin'. He
just loves to play all the time. That's good. I like the energy he
has.

Yeah. Well, you know, he kinda says the same thing about you
[TC laughs]—how you keep showin' up. [Laughter] That you
like it, too.

Yeah.

Yeah. Yeah.

That's right.

[03:02:57] SL: So let's talk a little bit about Earl and Them. So who

all's in Earl and Them? Is it kind of a rotating thing, or is there a

core that . . .
TC: No, there's a—really the core four there. It's Earl and Jason
Davis and John Davies and myself. You know, we had a CD that
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we had some friends on. They recorded with us, but it's just us
four, really. Sometimes some—I still have friends, like Jimmy

Thackery and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...you know, and Mr. Renko over there. He . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: . . comes in sometimes.

SL: Yeah. Yeah. Yep. Yep.

TC: [Clears throat] So—but no, it's just the four band, and we had a
bass player named Mike Murray, and he decided to quit almost a
year ago. [03:03:49] And John Davies just—it timed it just
right. He was—happened to be movin' back up here, and so,
man, he just jumped right in there, so.

SL: It's kinda fun seein' him on stage again.

TC: Yeah.

SL: I mean—yeah, and havin' him back.

TC: Yeah, he's a good ba—I've always been lucky to play with the
good bass players . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...you know, so—Mike was a good, solid player and then from
him to—you know, and John Davies is—there are othe—some—
there's other good players, but John is more like that—that him
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and Mike are in—they're more in that basic bass player mode.
You know, just—you get the basics, and sometime if they might
put a little dressing on it, that just kinda makes it sound sweet.

They give you . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...somethin'extra ...

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... butthey're real foundational guys. It makes it fun for me.

[03:04:34] SL: What about—you know, compare and contrast.
What about Ron Eoff?

TC: Ron [clears throat] is—well, is, and again, another solid, solid
player. Now, Ron has a—he has a—more of a—an edge for
adventure may be the word? Or experiment? And you know,
and he can go off somewhere and do some wild things that he
can pull off and then still hold that bottom down and solid, you
know.

SL: Yeah, Igetkinda...

TC: He's a real versatile—you know, he's quite a player. That guy
can. ..

SL: I get some Danko things off of him . . .

TC: Yeah. [Laughs] Yeah. ..

SL: ...you know.
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TC:

Danko—or Rick—Danko—Rick was one of his, you know, his

idols, more or less.

[03:05:19] SL: Well, what about . . .

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

He liked his style.

. . what about Dave Renko? Talk about him . . .
Dave?
. . . as a player.
Well, he's a great player. A great player. He, you know, he
knows how to play saxophone.
He was kind of a child prodigy.
Yeah, he was. He—I—first time I met him he was thirteen, 1
think.
Yep.
Yeah, and had his band, Dave and the Immatures, and I went
out somewhere way out in the country at a house, and they
were havin' a big party out there and he—there he was, playin’,

you know.

[03:05:50] SL: Now, was his mom playing bass?

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:
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TC: Yeah. Shewas. ..

SL: ...she wasthebass. ..

TC: Had a family band.

SL: ... playerinthe band. [TC laughs] I don't know how that
would've worked out for me in my music careerif my . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... mom had been on bass. [Laughter]

TC: Yeah, he'd keep her—keep him clean behind the ears, wouldn't
she?

[03:06:10] SL: Yeah, yeah, yeah. [TC laughs] Well, so five years
with Earl and Them.

TC: Yes.

SL: Man, that's unbelievable that it's been . . .

TC: It's gone by so fast.

SL: Yeah.

TC: It really has.

SL: Itis.

TC: Yeah, too fast. It's been fun, been enjoyable, and still is. We're
not—nobody's talkin' about quittin'.

SL: Well, that's good 'cause I've got a reserved table every time you
play. [Laughter]

TC: Good. Keep it comin'.
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[03:06:38] SL: Yeah. You know, why don't we talk a little bit about

TC:

SL:

TC:

other Fayetteville bands of note? I mean, I'm still—I still get
back to the stuff about how there's something unique about
Fayetteville, and we kinda touched on it a little bit that it draws
people in.

Yeah.

But you know, there's been some other bands that came outta
here that have their own regional followings and . . .

Oh yeah, they did.

[03:07:07] SL: I mean, and you were talkin' about how, you know,

you should make the music fun a little earlier, that if it's not fun,

you shouldn't be doing it, and . . .

TC: Right.

SL: ...the moment that you said that, I immediately—I—Zorro and
the Blue Footballs popped . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: . into my head. [TC laughs] Talk about a fun band.

TC: They knew that secret. You know, they—it's not really a secret
but they just—they knew that, that if, whatever it is, if it's a
song or gettin' on stage and playin' basketball, even, you know,
they did things like that, just off-the-wall stuff that—they tried
to—they—make it fun for themselves and then—and they figured
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that imagination they were usin', they knew it was gonna
entertain the people. And obviously it did—it's—because they
were really quite popular.

SL: Well, they were also a very, very tight band.

TC: They...

SL: I mean, they're great.

TC: Well, you know, that's the thing. You get—some people had the
impression that they were just a clown-around group sometimes,
but they were dang good players. They're really good players.

SL: You had Billy Jett on bass.

TC: Yep. Yeah.

SL: Another showman.

TC: Jim Mhoon playin' drums.

SL: Jim Mhoon. Test-tube baby.

TC: Yeah. [Laughter]

[03:08:19] SL: And then, of course, you know, Mike Mohney—TI just
never felt like he could ever turn it off. He was on the moment

he stepped on the stage, and it was . . .

TC: Right.

SL: ... justthis banter back and forth . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...and...
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TC: He and Windy really had that right. They knew what to do, you
know, and how to play each other. Yeah, it was real . ..

SL: Yeah, itwas...

TC: My grandmother didn't like 'em 'cause [laughter] . . .

SL: Yeah, well, there were those that didn't . . .

TC: I bet a lotta grandmas didn't like 'em.

SL: Yeah, yeah, they were kinda nasty. Rated blue is what . . .

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: ...we'dsay. Yeah. [TC laughs] [03:08:52] And then what
about—I member Dan Kerlin was in several bands—I think the
Rebel Rousers . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...when I was in junior high or high school.

TC: Uh-huh. Wow.

SL: I member I ended up recording him with Mike Sumler.

TC: Right.

SL: Mike Sumler, I think, is another worthy songwriter.

TC: Mh-hmm. Yeah, he—I think so, too, [unclear word].

SL: Then there was the River City Band.

TC: River City. Big Band. Yeah, lots of . ..

SL: Big horn section and . ..

TC: I think that was about the first band that, around here, that, you
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know, were—kinda had that big horn section thing goin'. They
were—them and a band from Bentonville called the Uptights sort
of had . ..

SL: The Uptights.

TC: ...had...
SL: Yeah.
TC: ... that, too. They had a horn section. Yeah. And I've

probably forgotten more bands than I can remember, you know,
from back then.

[03:09:50] SL: Yeah, me too. There were a lot—well, Rodeo.

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: Remember Rodeo?

TC: That's right.

SL: They had—they got their own—that's what spawned Zorro and
the Blue Footballs eventually but . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: Yeah, that was [TC coughs]—they had their following, too, and
they were good. Steve. ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... Melody. ..

TC: Yeah, I member. ..

SL: ...ondrums.
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TC: ... Steve. Yeah.

SL: He was loud.

TC: Yeah.

SL: He could play loud. [Laughter]

TC: Haven't seen that guy in a long time.

SL: I understand that he's got his trap set setup and . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... plays from time to time at home.
TC: Yeah.

SL: I don't think he's out anywhere . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...but...

TC: Yeah, I never see him out.

[03:10:35] SL: Well, is there—you know, I also got to thinkin' about
Helena again or Marvell. And I remember in some interviews
that I did several years ago, Mary Cavette mentioned a story
about you and the storm cellar. Do you remember going to

storm cellars . . .

TC: Idon't...
SL: ... when there were stor. ..
TC: ...Idon't remember that story. I've heard my grandmother

tell me about that, and my mom had told that 'cause that—my
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

grandmother always got a kick outta that story. She would
laugh to tell that story. We went to—I real—I don't remember
the incident, but I think I was maybe four—bout four years old,
probably, and this storm came up, and so, we hit the storm
cellar, you know, those old root cellars or whatever the—it's just
a dirt hole. So it filled up with water from that rain. It got up to
shin deep on me. And so, I looked up at my grandma, and I
said, "Grandma, my socks is wet." [Laughter]

"I wanna go home."

And she cracks up every time I—so I—water up to here, but my
socks were wet . . .

[Laughs] Socks were wet. Yeah. "I gotta go" . ..

And she always used to crack [SL laughs] up when she told—

would tell that story.

[03:11:51] SL: Well, so, Mary Cavette, Anna Lee Williamson—or

Williams, I think. Was it Williamson—Williams?

TC: Williamson.

SL: Yeah, do you member. ..

TC: It's—I—it's Williams. Anna Lee . ..

SL: Williams. Yeah.

TC: ... Williams. Yeah.

SL: Do you member them being around?
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TC: Iremember Anna Lee not as much, but I remember the
Cavettes. They were the next family down from Levon, so we
rode the bus together, and I remember them, you know,
forever. Yeah, the bus would come from their direction. We'd
see 'em comin', and we'd try to play on some drums so they [SL
laughs]—so they'd know we were ready for 'em. [Laughter]

SL: That's so great. That's a great story how Levon encouraged you

to...
TC: Washtub . ..
SL: ... make that racket.
TC: ... washtub, front-porch drum. Yeah. Makes a great bass

drum with that hollow underneath.

SL: Yeah. Well course, you know, most of the washboard—or
washtub stuff I knew was the upright, you know, the . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...propeona...

TC: You'd tie that rope around . . .

SL: Yeah, yeah.

TC: Yeah. It works. ..

SL: Butyouget...

TC: ... it works a pretty good bon—you know, bongo. [Laughter]
SL: Congas.
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TC: Yeah. [Laughter] Yeah.

SL: Mmm, conga. [Laughter] Well, is there anything else?
[03:13:12] What about—tell me about your mom and dad
during your career with the Cates. I mean, they let you play

'cause Ernie and Earl were good, upstanding guys and they were

different . . .
TC: Yeah.
SL: ... from the rest.
TC: Yeah.

SL: And so, you got started early with them. As your career
progressed with the Cates, how were your mom and dad? Were
they still . . .

TC: Well, they . ..

SL: ...activeand. ..

TC: Yeah, they were still active and workin', and you know, my mom
became a—she went back to school. Heck, she went to—she
started taking nursing . . .

SL: M'kay.

TC: ... ?instruction?. And she started learning the nursing
business, and so, she became a nurse. And my dad was a—I
guess he did a little bit of everything through the years, you

know, with lumberjacking and, you know, mechanic's work. And
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

he finally got—he got a little bit—enough of a arthritic-type of
conditions, and at one point he broke his back . . .

Oh my God.

. .. even. So he retired. He didn't really have a full-time work
that much after that. He just couldn't move that great, you
know. But they were—other than that they were real active, and
they would come out and see us occasionally. You know, they
liked to dance. My dad and mom could cut a rug pretty good,
you know. They were pretty good dancers, and they liked to
dance. Dad might come dancin' tonight and go fox huntin'
tomorrow night.

Is that right?

Yeah.

Well, T know . ..

[03:14:58] TC: One thing I know. My dad had—although I still had

to do chores and things, my load wasn't as—quite as heavy as it
would've been if I hadn't had a job, if I wasn't already workin',

you know. I would . ..

SL: Right.

TC: ... probably even had to do more, I guess, but he took up a lot
of that. And I had enough to do, anyhow, but my brother, you
know, loaded up a little bit more of that and we . . .
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SL: Yeah.

TC: But he didn't—after I started with the Cate Brothers, he never
told me to get a haircut again. [Laughs] When we were real
young, that's all he—when it was time for a haircut, it was time
for a butch.

SL: Yeah.

TC: You got a flattop . . .

SL: Did you have the Butch Wax or . . .

TC: ... flattop or a crew cut—whatever. . .
SL: Yeah.
TC: ...youknow. There was only one kind of haircut. Short.

SL: Yep. [TC laughs] Well, that's the way it was back then.

TC: Yeah, that's the way it was.

SL: Yeah.

TC: But after I started with the Cates, he never mentioned my hair
again.

[03:15:57] SL: Now, how long was your mom a nurse? I know my
wife worked with her . . .

TC: Yeah, shewas. ..

SL: ...and knew her well.

TC: ...she became a nurse in the [19]70s. I don't know really

what year, but then she worked up until she got sick and started
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gettin' in bad health. And I believe that would've been in the, I

guess, the mid-[19]90s, something like that.

SL: Really? That long ago?

TC: Yeah,shewas...

SL:  Hmm.

TC: Yeah, let's see. [Unclear words] she passed away in 2002, I
believe.

SL: I remember that.

TC: Yeah, and so, she worked up until, you know, the late [19]90s, I
guess, in nursin'. [03:16:46] My dad, when he went into
retirement because of his arthritis and his back, and then in
[19]91—about [19]90, I guess. It was 1990. He came down
with ALS.

SL: Man, that's tough.

TC: Yeah, so it was a really quick—you know, it got him quick, too.
He didn't last but about three years . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... atthe mo—at most—maybe not that long. And so, that was
in [19]92 when he passed away.

SL: That's a hard one to go through.

TC: Yeah.

SL: On that one.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

That guy was a—he was a, you know, a really strong guy,
physically strong, and a strong-willed person, too. And to see
him really go down in that way and end up in that position, it
was real painful. Hated to see that. He used to—kinda guy that
could chop down an oak tree in [claps hands]. You know, one of
those outdoorsman . . .

Move on.

. . . kinda people.

Yeah.

He could do everything. And then he became the chopped down
tree. Well, even the mighty oak falls eventually, they say, you
know.

Yep.

That was him.

[03:18:18] SL: Weaell, it sounds like your mom and dad were both

really good to you and the family.

TC: Yeah. Yeah, they were good parents, overall.
SL: Hardworking.
TC: Yeah. That's right.
SL: Iguess...
TC: My dad really wanted us to go finish school because he
couldn't . ..
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah.

. . . and he didn't. So he—that's—they really want their kids
to—that's the way those people are. If you don't. ..

That's right.

. . . go to school, then you want your kids to get what you didn't
have.

Right. Well, it sounds like they could take it.

Yeah.

That they . . .

Yep.

[03:19:01] SL: Yeah. Well, now, what about your siblings? Are

TC:

SL:

TC:

they still with us?

Yeah, they're around. They just—they're sort of recluses. You
know, I have—we haven't talked in a while because, you know,
things didn't leave on a good page when my mom passed away.
And plus, they're just sort of out of the way. My brother lives off
on a farm way out somewhere south of your town, around West
Fork or somethin'. Never comes to town. He never—you know,
he's just a recluse. Works on that farm and stays there.

Yeah.

So I don't see them very often.

[03:19:50] SL: Now, Levon's sister is still here.
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TC: Linda.

SL: Your mother's sister is still . . .

TC: Yeah, Linda's still . ..

SL: Linda.

TC: Uh-huh. She's still . . .

SL: And she—does she still own the . . .

TC: She owns the Venesian Inn.

SL: ... Venesian Inn?

TC: Right. She owns . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... that and she—I think her daughter and some friends are
doin' more of the business now. She—her health is not as good
so they—they're ta—kinda takin' that over now. Far as I know,
still doin' good out there.

[03:20:24] SL: Now, what about Mutt Cagle?

TC: Mutt Cagle? His—he still lives in Helena, still with us, and he's
real—in bad health, too, so he's retired and don't get around
very good anymore. Just—he had a stroke sometime back and
SO ...

SL: Tknow...

TC: Actually, both of them did—my—Mutt, my uncle—Charles is his

name, and James, his younger brother—they both had strokes,
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and James is still fairly young, you know, so they're both not
doin' very well now.

SL: I member in those interviews I did with Mary and Anna, they
were—they mentioned Mutt several times and how he and Levon
were always together.

TC: Yeah.

SL: And always in some kinda trouble. They were . ..

TC: Yeah, they. ..

SL: ...youknow, I don't know how much—how aware you were of
their shenanigans.

TC: Well, I've heard it tell a lotta times that they were generally a

pretty mischievous pair, probably the biggest mischievous . . .

SL: Pair. ..
TC: ... bunch in—pairin the school.
SL: Marvell.

TC: You know? [Laughter] Yeah. They once got into a peein'
contest out at my grandparents’, and there's a smokehouse
outside. There's several outbuildings there, and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... one of these was ty—smokehouse-type of building. And
they were seein' if they could pee over that to the other side.

[SL laughs] And they both did! [Laughter]
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Equal macho, huh?
Yeah, yeah. [Laughter]
That's funny. That's . ..
Yeah.

... funny.

So they was always pullin' somethin'.

[03:22:01] SL: Well, when you look back over your life, do you

always start back at Marvell? [Sound of lawnmower] 1

mean . . .

TC: Do I what, now?

SL: Do you always start back at Marvell when you think about your
life and . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ..early ...

TC: That's probably—I just—I go back to the first—my first
memories, you know, which is around there and Turkey Scratch.
Yeah. Remember all the cold mornin's, and you wait in bed for
Dad to build a fire. All the rainy nights when you put pots
everywhere to catch all the leaks and [laughs] . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... yeah, go outside to fetch your water. Bring in a couple of
waters—buckets of water. And you hated to use the bathroom
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out there, but you had to.

SL: You had to go. [Laughs] There wasn't any other . ..

TC: Okay.
SL: ... way around it.
TC: Yeah.

SL: Yeah. [TC laughs] Yeah.

TC: Tell you the truth. When the weather was warm and us boys
were more likely to sneak off around the edge of the cotton
patch.

SL: Well, sure. [TC laughs] Yeah. Well, the guys could get away
with that.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Is that guy here?

TM: Hold on one second. Yeah, let me. ..

SL: Yeah, I think he's here. Is this your guy?

TM: I'm gonna pause this tape.

[Tape stopped]

[03:23:08] SL: Okay, so we were—we stopped because of the
lawnmower outside, and you've run him off.

TC: Yeah.

SL: [Laughs] So I think we can finish up here in the next thirty or

forty-five minutes, I would assume. We were talkin'—I think we
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TC:

SL:

TM™M:

TC:

T™M:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

were talkin' about Linda at last, or were we talkin' about your
father?
Ican't. ..
I thinkit's . ..
It was kinda . . .
I...
. . we'd just left the pissin' contest.
N A
Oh, the pissing contest.
Yeah, it was right after that.
Just got that.

Yeah.

[03:23:36] SL: Yeah. Was there anything else that has come to

TC:

mind as far as your Marvell years or growin' up?

Mmm. Yeah, there's nothin' really stands out. We used to—
when we lived in those little shotgun houses in Marvell,
Granddad and Levon and them lived a couple of houses this way.
And we had some cousins, the ones that live in Michigan now.

At that time they lived in another shotgun house right next—
couple of doors down. And man, we used to have wars with
those kids. We got along okay, but there would come that time

when they'd—it was time to side up and have a little war, you
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know, and a lotta the time our wars were—you'd get in one of
those cotton fields, and there are fields right there in town, too,
so you get in one of those cotton fields and side up and get back
a ways. And those dirt clods in the middle of the summer after
it's dried out and hadn't rained in a while, well, those things get
hard, so you better watch out. You better keep your eyes open.

[03:24:43] SL: So you guys used to throw dirt clods at each other.

TC: Yeah, we'd got—side off and get off, you know, thirty yards
away from each other and . . .

SL: Any stitches?

TC: Huh?

SL: Any stitches? Anyone ever get any stitches from that?

TC: No, we didn't. Nobody actually really ever got too hurt. I
accidentally—I say accidental. I was aimin' at 'em but didn't
mean to—I didn't know it was gonna hurt her so bad. I hit my
cousin right in the leg with a dirt clod. And I was playin'—well, I
was—they didn't see me. I was hid behind a—you know, a ways
away behind a little bush. And I'd take the dirt clod and throw it
up really high, so it would drop like that [indicates vertical drop
with hand], and they'd just—they wouldn't know where—which
direction it came from.

SL: Right.
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TC: Well, one of 'em got a little too close and nailed her on her leg.
Man, they chased me all over the place. [Laughs] Couldn't
catch me.

SL: [Laughs] You were fast, huh?

TC: I was too fast for 'em. [Laughter]

SL: Yes, especially runnin' scared.

TC: Yeah. [Laughs]

SL: Yeah, yeah.

TC: Especially when I was scared.

SL: Yeah. We had similar things. We had rock fights. We actually

threw rocks.

TC: Yeah.
SL: Yeah.
TC: Yeah.

[03:25:48] SL: I member my brother David just happened to walk
around the corner right into a [TC /aughs] rock that someone
had—I mean, he wasn't there.

TC: Right.

SL: He just walked around—the rock came—just really cut his head
open big. [TC laughs] That put the end to the rock fights.

[03:26:02] TC: We used to make up games like that, and we had a

game called Annie Over. You ever play that one? You get. ..
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SL: Send Annieo. ..

TC: Annie Over.

SL: ... redrover, red rover?

TC: Waell, that. ..

SL: Or...

TC: No, this is—Annie Over's a—you get a ball, preferably a—it's a
har—a rubber ball is what we used. But you'd throw it over the
house, and you could bounce it off the roof, maybe. However
you wanted to do it and the guy—if you caught that, well, then
you ran around the house and nailed the guy if he wasn't fast
enough. So that's what the game was. You'd catch the ball and
pick your direction. And you're goin' around, and he's [SL
laughs] lookin' out for you, you know, and you're sneakin' up,
and if you get a clear shot [whistles]! And it wasn't—you didn't
softly throw it. [SL laughs] You had no mercy on the guy. [SL
laughs] You nail him right in the back as he's about to make the
corner. [Laughs]

SL: Right, right. [Laughs]

TC: Yeah, so it could hurt, you know. We didn't use baseballs for
that one.

SL: It's funny how creative kids can be . . .

TC: Yeah.
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SL: ...growin' up.

TC: They can make . ..

SL: The games. ..

TC: ...games up.

SL: ... thatthey played.

[03:27:07] TC: I remember one me and my brother and sister—we
didn't have access to a baseball or a bat or a glove, and they
were over at my grandparents' house, the stuff was, in storage.
So we're at home, though. We don't have anything. Well, we
decided we'd just—we would just play baseball with two sticks.
Period. One stick this long [indicates length of three feet], and
one stick this long [indicates length of ten inches]. [Laughter]
So we'd pitch that stick and try to hitit, and it. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... might lay off somewhere, just [laughs] . . .

SL: That's funny.

TC: Yeah, he's makin' up a game.

[03:27:45] SL: Well, so your kids now, you've got one that's—are
they both here in town or . . .

TC: Mh-hmm. Mh-hmm.

SL: And what's your son do now?

TC: He's not workin' right now.
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SL: He's not?

TC: He's unemployed. No, it's kinda tough, you know, I mean.

SL: Kinda the economy thing?

TC: Yeah, yeah. It's a little tough to get around, and he's—he
needs—you know, transportation's a little bit of a trouble for him
right now, so yeah. Yeah, he's not able to find some work
that's—you know, that he can get to. I mean. ..

SL: Well, that's gonna come around, I've gotta believe.

TC: I think it's gonna get better. I hope so, yeah.

SL: Yeah.

TC: My daughter works at a T-shirt customizing place that—what do
you call it? Wind screening and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... things, you know, and yeah, she's been in here in town, and
that's what she does. [03:28:41] My grandson is a—he's a go—
he'll be in the eleventh grade this year.

SL: Wow!

TC: Yeah, seems like last week he was born and . . .

SL: Wow!

TC: Eleventh grade and he's into the drums now and [SL laughs]—I
said—I put—took him an entire set down there. Someone gave

me a really good-lookin' set of drums, and it's a special brand
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name. It's custom made. But they're too nice lookin' to get out
on the road and get—and travel around and get 'em all beat up,
you know.

SL: Yeah.

TC: So I—they're good for—I just. ..

SL: You parked 'em and . ..

TC: I parked 'em in his room, and he's practicin' on 'em and . . .

SL: Mom's okay with that?

TC: Yeah. Well, Mom's not there in the day. [SL laughs] Which he
does most of his practices.

SL: Yeah.

TC: He said his neighbor heard him but said it didn't bo—his
neighbors told him it didn't bother him. He said, "Keep goin'.
Keep practicin'," he said. So . ..

SL: Good.

TC: ... that's good.

SL: That's good. That's a real blessing to have your family around
you like that. Have 'em that close.

TC: Yeah, I'm lucky. Yeah, yeah.

[03:29:44] SL: So you know, we didn't talk about—you've had some
health issues, too.

TC: Mh-hmm. Yeah.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

How . ..

Well, about six years ago—it was in [20]06. I had a massive
heart attack. It got me—put me down for a little while, but you
know, I got to—made the comeback and got to feelin'—I'm doin'
pretty well I think, now. I've had to have a—I have a
defibrillator implant, so you know, I've got a few issues there.
But I feel pretty good. I feel still like playin'and . . .

Yeah.

. . . you know, get around. Don't have all the stamina I used to,
but you know, overall, considerin' what that—what it was, I
mean, I—I'm, you know, I'm more than lucky just to be here
so—and feel pretty good to boot, so.

Yeah, my daughter's got an implant . . .

Does she?

. .. too. Yeah.

Is it a defibrillator ora . . .

I'm not sure if it's called a defibrillator. It's like a defibrillator.
Yeah.

It'll jump-start her.

Yeah. Well, that's it is, then. It's a—and probably a pacemaker,
too. It's a dual function.

Yeah. It's not a pacemaker.
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TC: Right.

SL: I think it's a defibrillator.

TC: Weaell, it's a defibrillator.

SL: Yeah, the—she had a heart condition as an infant, and I guess—I
don't know, five, six years ago she had . . .

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: ... had to have one put in. Have to change the batteries on
‘em.

TC: Yeah, every five years.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Yeah. Yeah, if I get shocked, it's a—I'm packin' eight hundred

volts, so . . .
SL: Man!
TC: ...you might not wanna touch me. [Laughter]
SL: Yeah.

[03:31:25] TC: Last summer I had to wear the external version of
this. It's a—like a big battery pack, you know, and you wear it
there, and then this thing is—straps onto you. You look like—
you feel like the Unabomber or something. You got all these
wires and everything.

SL: Huh, I've never heard of such a thing.

TC: Yeah [clears throat], and it's got all that deal. It's about four
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electrodes that would go here and here, you know, and the
wiring from all of that, and that run into there, and yeah, it was
apainto. ..

SL: So that's before you had the implant.

TC: Before I had this [taps on chest].

SL: Yeah.

TC: Andthat. ..

SL: So that's the alternative.

TC: That was—well, they were determine—trying to determine—I
had to wear this for the—all summer. Six months or three or
four months, anyhow.

SL: So it monitored what your heart was . . .

TC: So it monitored it. There's—they didn't want to put this in

unless they really needed to, and that showed 'em that they . . .

SL: Yeah.
TC: ... needed to [unclear word].
SL:  Yep.

[03:32:19] TC: So some—now some of my appointments with the
doctor are just a call-in. I call 'em in, and I hold that little thing,
scan it, and they go from there, so.

SL: Yeah, Elise has a kind of a modem thing—telephone thing

and . ..
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TC: Yeah,I...

SL: ... she can just be in the same room, and it picks it up and
sends it down the line.

TC: And they can control the—they can control that in such a way
there that it makes it feel kinda funny. I mean, you know, you
can tell the—boy, I hope somebody doesn't go crazy and [SL
laughs] wanna mess with me.

SL: Isthatright? See, I...

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...didn't know it was interactive . . .

TC: Yeah, you. ..

SL: ... like that. You can feel it.

[03:32:55] TC: Yeah, and I don't know how far they could . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... take somethin', you know, that could be done, but yeah,
they can definitely change the—change it some way, and they
set up the pace or the—some—mess with the current or
somethin', someway.

SL: And you can feel that.

TC: Ican...

SL: That's spooky.

TC: They did that one time at the office, but I was there, but I could
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

feel somethin'. I did. It was real subtle but I—you know,
there's—it was some little subtle feeling that I had.

Maybe a check in polarity or somethin' that . . .

Yeah, somethin' in me, and it wasn't—like I say, really, really
subtle. I could . ..

Yeah.

. . . barely feel—notice it. But—yeah.

Science.

[03:33:37] TC: Yeah, yeah. Yeah, I wish they'd get it to the point

where they could, you know, redo—remake heart tissue—I

mean, re-grow heart tissue from your DNA, from your own DNA.

SL: Yeah, I think they probably can. [SL laughs] I mean, I don't
think it . . .

TC: Well, some of itwecan. ..

SL: Yeah,Idon't...

TC: ...Iguess, and maybe—yeah, I don't know ?how, though?.
Maybe I have to have it. ..

SL: Maybe not in our lifetime but . . .

TC: Yeah. Yeah, that's—I think they're workin' on it, though.

SL: Yeah.

TC: You know, they even do—growin' ears on mice and things, so
maybe they'll get there someday.
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[03:34:11] SL: Yeah, you know, the whole technology thing, it

affects everything—the—not just the health stuff but it affects

the music business, too.

TC: Yeah.

SL: It's different now, isn't it?

TC: Yeah, itis.

SL: I mean, you don't really have to—I don't know if you still have to
do the payola thing or not, but . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: . remember the day when you—ev . ..

TC: 1I.

SL: . . everything—every DJ . . .

TC: Radio.

SL: ... gotsomethin'to play thisand . ..

TC: Yeah, yeah. Yeah, I don't think it quite works that way now, and
I mean, you know, I'm sure that it's a—there's a system that's
replaced that, as far as the payola goes. It's, you know, it's just
differently done now. And I guess it's possible to YouTube your
way to fame now. Some of 'em [unclear words] . . .

SL: Apparently.

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: If somethin' goes viral.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Yeah.
Gets the attention.
Yeah.
That—the Korean guy that hit so big.
Yeah. Gangatonor. ..
Yeah [laughs], whatever.
[Laughs] 7?1 tell you.?
It's [laughs] just crazy, isn't it?
Yeah, it's crazy, and it's absolutely—and it hardly qualifies as a
piece of music, really.
I know.
It's just—I don't wanna get too nasty on the . ..
Well . ..
. . Camera but . . .
Yeah, you're preachin' to the choir here.

Yeah. [Laughter]

[03:35:29] SL: You know, that was something you—and you gotta—

I hate to go back necessarily to The Band, but they did—they

made a difference . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: . in the whole industry. I mean, I think when they came out,
what was on the air was "In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida" . . .
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TC: Oh yeah.

SL: ...orsomethin', you know?

TC: Yeah, yeah.

SL: There just was no—there was no story.

TC: They took us—took it a notch up there. Well, you know, it got—
?some days? that was adults' music and not so much—it was—
you know, as opposed to maybe the more pop-rock kinda stuff
and bubblegum thing, and I don't know how—what to describe
that. But you know, they was—that was—to me, they—that
was—they were always like that to me. They—you know, from
the first I thought, "Well, this is not really what I, you know,
heard on the radio or what I hear these—this kid in the school

wantin' to play." You know, it's not—it's—it was the salt—salty
stuff, you know, blues and . . .

[03:36:30] SL: Well, they were stories, and the songs told stories,
and the stories had character. I mean, there were characters
and different voices and . . .

TC: Yeah. Yep.

SL: ... answering back and forth or, you know, a narrator and then
someone that's being sung about. It'sa. ..

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: It was good stuff.
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Good stuff and [clears throat], like I say, those—a combination
of their voices, they'd get a unique blend, which is also a big
identifying part, you know, part of 'em—you know, their
soundwise—it—you could hear those vocals, and you'd say,
"Yeah, that's who that is," you know.
All the instruments. I mean, it was lifesaving for rock and roll, I
think.
Yeah. Yeah.
I think it made a big difference.
We lived in the best time.
We did, you know?
This music . . .
And it's funny. My kids, they listen to the same stuff that I listen
to.
I know. I mean [clears throat] . . .
So, I mean. ..
Isee...

. it has staying power.
. .. I see lots of young kids kinda makin' that full circle [unclear

words] like they really like The Band.

[03:37:30] SL: Hey, let's talk just a little bit more about Levon . . .

TC:

Okay.
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SL: ...orLevon. You know, after he did the first round with cancer
and his voice came back, it—I think Amy was tellin' me that
when he was at Berkeley, he changed the way he set up his
drums. He changed his kit around in some way and that he

really wanted to reinvent himself. He kinda wanted a—all . . .

TC: Yeah.
SL: ...TheBand...
TC: Yeah.
SL: ...stuffwas...

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: ... notgonna be a part of it anymore.

TC: No.

SL: It was gonna be what—a new thing.

TC: Right. Right.

SL: And did you see that in his progression of . . .

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: ...ofwherehe...

TC: You know . ..

SL: ...endedupasfaras...

[03:38:25] TC: I—and I saw him back—even back in the [19]80s
when we started playin' with him, he was already in that mode

of, you know, The Band was the past, and you know, we were—
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

he was on to another thing, you know . . .
Yeah.
. . somethin' different. So I mean, I even saw that then, so.
Now, you're talkin' RCO All-Stars and . . .
Yeah. Yeah.
Yeah.
And when he got . ..
Whew! God what a gathering of guys that was.
What a bu—what a group of people, huh?

Whoa! [Laughs]

[03:38:54] TC: So yeah, so how—that was from way back then. I

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

mean, he was ready to do that once—from the point The Band
broke up, you know.

Yeah.

After "The Last Waltz," that was what he wanted to do was move
on away. But he loved his brothers, Rick and them, and I—
that—this—that opportunity came up again to get to play with
them so, you know, that—that's why he really returned to doin'
some Band things again, simply because of Rick . . .

Yeah.

. . . Richard and Garth.

[03:39:26] SL: I heard a great recording of Levon and Rick out of
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Portland, Oregon. I don't know if you've ever heard that—at the
Starry Night club.

TC: Yeah,Imayha...

SL: It'slike. ..

TC: ... probably have. I [unclear words] . . .

SL: Man, it was really, really good . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... justthe two of 'em. Rick on guitar and Levon on harmonica
and mandolin and just singin' back and forth. I mean, they

rocked the house. It...

TC: Yeah.
SL: ... was just unbelievable.
TC: Yeah.

SL: Just two guys. [Laughter] Couple of instruments . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...atatime.

[03:39:55] TC: I know. They were really good at that and, you
know, and Rick, well, God, Rick was a tour de force of just

himself. He'd go out sometimes and just play alone, and . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... he could do the same thing then. Knock the house down.
SL: I know.
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TC: Everybody loved his voice and his style and his personality.

SL: I love the way he played guitar.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Rhythm guitar. I mean, it reminded—he—you know, you could
still hear the bass lines in it.

TC: Yeah. [Laughs]

SL: [Laughs] You know, it was really—I'd be happy just to play . . .

TC: Yeah, and I liked his style, and he liked to play with a pick a lot,
and that's—that sort of added some uniqueness to his sound and
style, too, you know.

[03:40:34] SL: Yeah, now, his bass—he mainly he played fretless,
didn't he?

TC: Nah, you know, the ones that I saw him play, he . ..

SL: He was not fretless.

TC: ... wasn't playin' fretless.

SL: It seems like I saw him on fretless a couple of times.

TC: You probably did. He's played 'em before.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Most all the time when he—when we went out together, he
playeda . ..

SL: A fretted bass.

TC: ... fretted bass. Yeah.
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SL:

TC:

Yeah, easier. [Laughs]

Yeah, that's right.

[03:40:57] SL: Well, so, did you—these last couple of CDs that

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Levon was able to put out with Larry Campbell, did you get to
interface at all much with Larry Campbell or with those guys that
were . . .

You know, well . ..

. . . the Ramble Band, I guess . . .

Yeah, I'm . ..

. .. or the Levon Helm Band.

... I've, you know, met 'em just enough and been around 'em
a—I went up there in [20]07 and stayed about a month in—up in
the summer and got to know 'em then at that time and hung
out. Played a few with 'em and—oh, we went—we really haven't
had lots of time to hang out and talk and, you know, just—
they're just in and out for that month and enough to get familiar

with everybody.

[03:41:55] SL: Now, does—I mean, well, first of all, they seem like

TC:

all good guys to me. I mean, I don't know them, but I
watched—in the videos that we do have of them, I see them
looking at Levon, kinda . . .

Yeah.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

. . . doin' the communication on stage . . .
Yeah.

. . with him and, you know, almost like they're kind of wantin'
to get his approval on . . .
Yeah. Oh yeah. [Laughs]

. . what they're about to do or what they just did or . . .
Yeah.
. .. you know, just kind of . . .
Yeah, you could definitely . . .

. . stayin' on the same play.
They have such respect for him, you know. It's—that's really
obvious, and all of 'em are that way. I never got a sense of an
ego thing goin' on or . ..
Yeah.

. nothin' at all—any—from anybody. Everybody just—and real

cooperative and want to make it fun.
Yeah.

Want to make it fun for each other, you know.

[03:42:46] SL: I also got the impression that the community of

Woodstock really . . .

TC: Oh yeah.
SL: ...loved...
The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 232

Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

TC: He's their—was their hero, man. He—they loved him. When
his—when—on the day of his funeral, the entire town came out
in the streets, on both sides of the streets, and they had signs
up and in windows, and everybody was holdin' it up, signs, and
holdin' up drumsticks or drums and, I mean, the whole town, the
entire town. And there was a school—a high school there that
he had done some benefits and some things for in earl—at
earlier to help 'em. They were havin'—financially strapped for
some music equipment stuff, so they never forgot that, of
course, and on—the drum corps for that school played at his
funeral outs—out at the graveyard there. Not the services at
his—at the services part but at the graveyard portion, they had
another service thing there and when the—and the whole drum
corps was out there playin'. Yeah, so . ..

SL: Idon't know if I could've stood that.

TC: Yeah, it was tough. Yeah. But it was a—made you proud of
him, too, you know, that he was so good a person that that
many people would think that way of him.

[03:44:13] SL: Yeah. And I guess the gathering at The Barn was
where his funeral was pretty . . .

TC: It was a, you know, it was a good service. It was not as many

people there 'cause it was just not that—could . . .

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 233
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL: It's not big.
TC: ...onlygetso...

SL: You can't doit.

TC: ... many people. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...inthere, but...

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... butthere were many more—like I said, all those on the

street and there were a lot more at the cemetery and—but yeah,
it was a good-fitting, you know, send away for him 'cause he
was really honored, I mean, so much. They declared—they flew
flags at half-staff here in Arkansas [SL laughs] on that day.
Yeah. [03:44:58] I've been tryin' to talk with Randy Stratton
and whoever needs to maybe—I don't know who you—how you
would get somethin' like that goin', but I'd like to see 'em
establish Levon Helm Day for Arkansas. He's already got the—a
couple of Arkansas awards, you know, like . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: . ..son—Arkansas Native Son and a few things like that, so that

seems kind of appropriate to me to have a. ..

SL: Yeah.
TC: ... Levon Helm Day on his birthday.
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SL: Well, we should run that up.

TC: Yeah.

SL: Let's see what. ..

TC: I mentioned it before to Randy Stratton and a few people like
that but I—you know, we've—that's been where it's left so,
for. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... awhile now, so.

[03:45:41] SL: Hey, how is Amy doing? Do you know how Amy is
doing?

TC: Well, she's a very busy girl these days. She's all over the place,
playin' everywhere.

SL: Oh, they are playin'? She'sout. ..

TC: Yeah,shehas...

SL: Is this Ollabelle or . . .

TC: She has another band that has been playin'. I'm not sure what
Olabelle is really up to now that—what exactly that—is goin' on
with that, but she has another band that has been travelin' all
over the place, and she's just been busy, busy, busy, so . ..

[03:46:09] SL: Now . ..

TC: ... so she's doin' well.
SL: ... does she have two children or one?
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TC: Yeah, she has two children.

SL: Man! See, I just didn't—I knew of one—I guess just the one
that's in the documentary.

TC: Yeah.

SL: So she's had another one since or before? She had an
earlier . . .

TC: The one in the doc—well, so, then he would be five or six years
old now.

SL: Yeah.

TC: And then he—she had another baby about two years ago,
maybe—a little—somethin' like that. Yeah.

SL: So Mama's on the road, huh?

TC: Yeah. [Laughs] Yeah, I'm not sure I'd—there's probably—right
now she—I don't know if she's got 'em on the road with her or
not 'cause that's—she's been really—you know, it's been a hectic
schedule. So. ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...I'm not sure what the deal is with that. Maybe somebody's
with her, helpin' her out. That'd be tough to be doin' all that
she's doin' and take care of baby—two babies by yourself.

SL: Well, she seemed like a fine girl to me.

TC: Yeah, sheis. She's a sweetheart.
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SL: Yep.

TC: Sureis. She's got some of that goodness from her daddy, I
guess, you know.

SL: Yeah, I think so.

TC: By ex—he teaches by example.

SL: Yeah. I think she's got the music thing in her.

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

[03:47:25] SL: Doin' it for the music. [TC laughs] So I guess—what
about—let's see, now, did we get—I'm tryin' to think. We got
your son and your daughter's names . . .

TC: Mh-hmm.

SL: ...right?

TC: Mh-hmm.

[03:47:41] SL: Is there anything else you wanna say to your kids or
your grandkid?

TC: To my kids and my grandkid?

SL: Yeah. Yeah.

TC: Well, I would say I hope they try to be happy. You know, I hope
they will—they could be happy, and they will strive to do those
things that make them happy. And you know, I hope no bad
luck befalls 'em.

SL: Yeah.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 237
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

TC: You know, but wish—hope the best for 'em, and you know, I'm
always here if they need me. Itry to do whatI can for 'em. I
just 'em want to know I love 'em very much. All of 'em.

SL: Okay.

TC: And, yeah.

SL: That's good.

TC: Livelong. ..

SL: That's good stuff to add.

TC: ... and peaceful and prosper.

SL: Well, and I think Levon would say, "Stay strong."

TC: Stay strong. Yeah.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Stay strong.

[03:48:31] SL: So what about Terry now? What's Terry gonna—
what's—you just gonna keep doin' the Earl and Them thing?

TC: Yeah, Terry is coastin' just like—the way I like to coast, the
speed. I'm happy with my life and got a great, beautiful wife
and a great band I get to play with, and really, I don't know
much—what else I need. You know, I—couple of tomato plants.
[Laughs]

SL: Yeah, I see the tomato plants. [03:49:00] So. ..

TC: Tomatoes and . ..
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SL: ...ya'll have a CD comin' out, though, don't you?

TC: Yeah. Should. ..

SL: Oris it out now?

TC: No, it's not yet. We've still got to remix it. Gotta do some
remixin', you know. Couple things left to do but . ..

[03:49:11] SL: Who's doin' the mix on it for you?

TC: Well, Earl's gonna do the mix himself this time. We kind of had
a quick-mix version that we listened to, but that's—it's—we're
actually tryin' to get more—get closer to what The Band did on

the Brown Album, you know, and the kind of a real in tight,

dried-up . ..
SL: Yeah.
TC: ... notany—a bunch of echo and stuff . . .
SL: Right.

TC: It's real tight sound. We're kinda shootin' for that style of mix,
you know.

SL: I love that news.

TC: Yeah. I'd like to have one that's—isn't—I don't know how I'm
gonna put it—didn't sound so digital, if that makes sense.

SL: Yeah, it does.

TC: You know, it—I'd like the album better. I'd. ..

SL: Have it clean but not . ..
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TC: Yeah,and. ..

SL: ... notso cutting.

TC: ... Jason put it to words pretty well. There's—it's a—with a—an
album is—you get more of a sense of that space that's—you
know, that analog is just right too perfect with, almost, I guess,
that—so you know, you get more—oh, not in analog but digital.

SL: Digital.

TC: You know, it—and so, it just seems like you get more sense of

the room or the—some air . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...you know, that's in the music. Andit's not. ..
SL: Yeah.

TC: ...justall an electric. ..

SL: Or rightin front of you.
TC: Yeah, it's not just. ..

SL: It's likeit's. ..

TC: Right.

SL: ...out here somewhere. ..
TC: Right.

SL: ...comin' around you.

[03:50:42] TC: Yeah, I think there's—after all's said and done, that

tape is better than digital. [Laughter]
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

Well, I don't know, man. I—I've—you—we've . ..
We've . ..
. . . both done both paths.
Yeah. Yeah.
I know the digital is a lot easier to . . .
Oh yeah.
. . ship around and . . .

And lasts a lot longer.
Well, it—I don't know. I mean, you know, I haven't—we—I was
razor blading tape . . .
Yeah.

. in the day, too, so . ..
Yeah. Yeah, it's just more air on the whole thing, I think, you

know.

[03:51:17] SL: I think—I would say it's generally more round.

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Yeah.

You know, the digital is in steps . . .
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. . . and the more high-end the digital, the more steps.
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But the analog is a curve.

Right.
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

So those steps are tryin' to replicate that curve. So. ..

Yeah.

. . . you know, I mean, you can get real precise and maybe not
be able to tell the difference. I—it's hard for me to tell a whole
lotta difference, but there's people out there that say they

can. ..

Well, that's, you know, that's somethin' that—that's not
somethin' I pick up on real easy. It's just I guess I've listened to
stuff long enough though that there's somethin' subtly that you
can't even put your finger on sometimes, but you know. And
then somebody can describe it to you—"Yeah, that's" . ..
That's it.

. .. "'that's what it is."

Yeah.

Yeah, you know . ..

Yeah, Jason . ..

That's what the sense I get, so. ..

[03:52:08] SL: Yeah. Well, okay, so is there anything else we

wanna talk about before we wrap this baby up?

TC: Ah, boy, when you ask the qu—put me right straight to the
question, I, you know, I always draw a blank. Now, I may . ..

TM: Scott, I'vegota. ..
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TC:
TM:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:

[03:52:38] TM:

TC:

TM™M:
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Ten minutes . . .

. . . question.

. . after you leave, I'll think . . .

Yeah.
. . of somethin'. [Laughs]
Well, that's okay.
Yeah.
There's always that.
Yeah.
That'll always . . .

Yeah.

Yeah, there'll be—"I can't believe I didn't say something" . . .

Yeah.

. . . "about this person or that event" or whatever.

Yeah, right.

Yeah, what you got?

when he came back to Fayetteville to sing, and his voice was

gone.

Yeah.

Did he—what was that like? I mean, he—did he know comin' in

that he wasn't gonna be able to sing or what—how was he
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

feelin', you think?

By then, yeah, he knew he wasn't gonna be able to sing. They'd
just come from . ..

Tulsa.

. . . Colorado, then Tulsa, and . . .

Yeah, I saw him in Tulsa.

. . . the weather and all that, you know, had it—that knocked
him out. He knew he wasn't gonna be able to sing that night, so
I guess, you know, it just lent itself to the moment, you know.
Was there, and it worked out right. Wouldn't be able to sing.
And I—he liked it. He didn't like it because he couldn't sing, but
he loves it anytime I get to perform. He always want—that's the
first thing he always asks me. "Are you gettin' to play much,
son? Gettin' to play much? Oh, good. I'm glad you are." So
for me, he, you know, he was gettin' a kick out of it that I was
gettin' . ..

Yeah.

. . . to sing with the band and play with them. He always did

that.

[03:53:39] SL: Yeah, I know that he was really upset that he

TC:
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SL: ... couldn't sing.

TC: Yeah.

[03:53:45] SL: In fact, I think that's a lot of the reason why he
came back later and played out at the AMP, didn't he?

TC: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: Like a year or two later.

TC: Yeah, that's right . ..

SL: Kind of a makeup call.

TC: ... 'cause he had a—that's right. And he was able to sing then.

SL: Some. He...

TC: Some.

SL: ... still didn't sing a whole lot.

TC: Sung a little. Yeah . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... and his voice was always a—after that procedure, it was
changed. And you know, probably stressed more than the old
natural, relaxed, comfortable way of health. [03:54:16] But he
still sounded good. Even though it changed, he sounded good,
and it was good enough . . .

SL: And he's still recognizable, too.

TC: Yeah, real. ..

SL: Still is.
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TC: ... recognizable, and it was good enough for him to perform,
you know, with it . ..

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...I mean, he felt good enough with it to take it out and give it
to people, so yeah, and I thought he sounded great. [03:54:36]
He could actually—his range went up a little bit . . .

SL: Is that right?

TC: That was the one thing—he might—I don't know if he lost a little
range maybe on the low end . ..

SL: Low end.

TC: ... or—but he was able to sing a little higher, and he . . .

SL: Well, there you have it.

TC: ...sounded really good. Yeah. [Laughs]

SL: That's interesting. Yeah, I guess it changed the shape of the . . .

TC: Yeah.

SL: ... voice box.

TC: Which they weren't ever expecting him to be able to sing at all.

SL: Right.

TC: You know, so he—I guess he—that's his determination.

SL: His song wasn't done yet.

TC: Yeah. Exactly right.

[03:55:08] SL: So we do this thing at the end of each interview, and
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I'm not saying we have to end the interview at this moment. If
you think of somethin' else you wanna talk about . . .

TC: M'kay.

SL: ... but one of the things we ask of all of our interviewees—
which you are now a survivor of [TC laughs]—we ask you to look
at the camera, say your name, and say, "I'm proud to be from
Arkansas."

TC: [TC laughs] All right.

SL: And that's it. I mean, it—you know, it's kind of a—we're hoping

to—you know, that the kids get it that you cando . ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...greatthings. ..

TC: Yeah.

SL: ...and stay in Arkansas. You can be from Arkansas, and you

can be proud of it.
TC: Yeah.
SL: So it's kind of a kid thing.
TC: Right. Yeah.
SL: Do you mind doing that?
TC: I don't mind at all.
SL: Okay, now, I'm gonna get out of the way, so you don't even look

at me.
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TC: M'kay.

SL: And after you say your name, just kind of look at the camera
just for a count or two so we can, you know, cross-fade and do
our video junk. So I'm gonna let Trey direct you here on that.

TC: Okay.

TM: Okay, Terry. Anytime.

[03:56:22] TC: I'm Ralph Terry Cagle, and I'm very proud to be
from Arkansas.

SL: I kinda like it like it is.

TC: Great.

SL: You wanna do it again?

TM: No, it's great.

SL: I think we're good . ..

TC: All right. [TM laughs]

SL: ... with that. Okay, now . ..

TC: I was gettin' ready to lay some more thick on you but I [SL
laughs] . . .

TM: Yeah, we ...

TC: That's good.

TM: You wanna do a thick one? Let's do a thick one, then.
[Laughter]

TC: Nah, that's okay.
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SL:

TC:

[03:56:52] SL:

TC:
T™M:

TC:

SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:
SL:
TC:

SL:

Nuh-huh. He's good. So, okay, now, before we go, before we

shut this thing down, last chance.

Okay, I'm . ..

that fed us today?
Well, she's . ..

That was good.

Wanna say anything more about your beautiful wife

. . . she's been my life force. I couldn't have—I wouldn't be here

without her. She's a strong woman, and she's stood behind me

for year—all these years—for forty-three. We just had our forty-

third wedding anniversary, and . . .
Congratulations.

. . we're still goin' strong, you know.

That's big. So ...
Yeah.
. .. that's 1970.

That's what keeps me sane.

Is that right?

Yeah, we married in 1970. Mh-hmm. July 25, 1970.
Man. Congratulations.

Well, thank you.

That's bigness.
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TC: Yeah.

SL: Yeah.

TC: Yeah, she gets most of the credit.

SL: [Laughs] Okay. Anything else?

TC: Not at the moment. I guess that. ..

SL: Okay.

TC: ... Tl probably think of somethin' la—sooner or later but . . .

SL: Joy? Randy?

Randy Dixon: Yep.

SL: Anything else?

[03:57:48] RD: Yeah, one quick thing. Do you mind mentioning
somethin' about your brief military career and the story behind
that?

TC: Okay.

SL: You had a brief military career?

TC: Oh yeah. Yeah, yeah.

SL: You hid that from me?

TC: Yeah, well, Thad my . ..

SL: I kept askin'you . ..

TC: ... pictures out. I had—that's what I had the pictures for.

SL: ..."What am I missing? [TC laughs] What am I missing?"

Okay, now we gotta . . .
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TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

See, I—what I had planned on . . .
...getyouinthe...
. ..doin"was . ..
Are we rollin'?
. . . takin' the pictures and as—they would remind me. That's
what I was gonna do but then they—Randy and them . . .
Yeah.
. . were needin' 'em in there, so I wasn't able to think of

everything.

[03:58:17] SL: Okay, so what about this . . .

TC:

But I got drafted right after—so I got married in July of [19]70
and in January—or no—it was—maybe it's Christmas. It was
right at that time of the year, I got a draft notice. Vietnam was
goin' full scale. So I got a draft notice, and well, I started
scramblin’, to tell you the truth, I started scramblin' for an
excuse, a reason, 'cause I was playin' with Cate Brothers, just
married, and I had a baby on the way. So, man, I really needed
to stay home. Well, they stopped childhood defer—child
deferments, for havin' a child. You know, they stopped that, and
that would've been my out. Well, I was thinkin', "You know,
somethin's gotta be [laughs] wrong somewhere with me,

maybe." [Laughter] So I went to the doctor after I'd got—taken
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SL:

TC:

SL:

my—went down for my draft physical, and so, you know,
according to them I was . . .

You were ready to go.

... fine. Ready to go. And I was thinkin', "Well, surely I can
find somethin'." Everybody's thinkin' that, you know.

Yeah.

[03:59:23] TC: So I went to a doctor, and he took an x-ray of my

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

back, and he found a natural deformity. It's from—Ilike, a couple
of ...
Vertebrae.

. . vertebras are, like, naturally welded together.
Ooh!
So—and it's never really given me a whole lotta trouble—back
then, especially. I was young, and it had never gave me a whole
lotta trouble. Once in a while you get a little twinge of a cramp
or somethin'. And I think the most that you could see out of it
was that I wasn't able to—like, most of the kids, you bend over
and touch your toes. I could only get about right there [bends
forward] because my back won't go any further. But that was—
that would've been enough, you know, to get—and eventually
that did get me out, but the army wasn't goin' for it at first. And

so, they went ahead and took me and took me to Fort Leonard

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 252
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Wood. And I was in Fort Leonard Wood from feb—early
February until—so I was in there—it was about sixty-two or -
three days, so that would've been April, I think, when I—early
May when I finally got out. But that was because of that back
thing and they—the bureaucratic reasoning all around it was—
well, they drafted me even though they shouldn't have. Now
that they had me, they could keep me. [04:00:43] And so, I
had a congressman that argued back and forth with 'em about
that, and they, eventually, they yielded to the congressman.
And my mother and my wife givin' 'em—stayin' on 'em, too.
They decided, "Okay, I guess we don't want this guy that bad."
So they let me go.

God.

I was lucky.

It's a miracle.

I was only in three months.

Man.

Or a little over two months, actually.

I know I wouldn't have survived Vietham. I'm just. ..

Ah, man, it. ..

...Imean,it...

Yeah. And the little guys like me were the ones that they
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wanted to send up in the ratholes and the tunnels . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ...andeverybody. ..
SL:  Oh man.

TC: Shew.

[04:01:20] SL: No way.

TC: Yeah.

SL: So Congressman Hammerschmidt?

TC: Yeah. Itwas...

SL: What a guy.

TC: ... it was Hammerschmidt. Yeah, he . ..

SL: What a guy.

TC: ...yeah, he—and they wanted to get mad at me, angry with
me, because they accused me of breakin' the chain of command,
andI'm . ..

SL: Oh.

TC: ... supposed to go to the corporal and then to the sergeant,
and he goes—you know, on and on and on.

SL: This was comin' down from the top down.

TC: Yeah, they—that—and I just simply sorta told 'em. I was, like,
"I didn't do it. My wife and my mother did, and they were gonna

do it whether I would've told 'em to or not. So, so much for

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 254
Arkansas Memories Project, Terry Cagle Interview, August 14, 2013
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

your chain of command." And . ..

Yeah. [Laughs]

There's the chain . . .

Check out this chain.

. . . there's the chain of command right there.

Yeah, that's right. That's right. You don't wanna get the women
riled. [Laughter] [04:02:02] Well, that's good. Bless John
Hammer—John Paul Hammerschmidt.

Yeah, bless John Paul Hammerschmidt. Good man.

He was a good guy. Is a good guy. Okay, so is that—that's it
for your military career, huh?

That was it. That was my military career.

[04:02:16] SL: You got to go through basic training and then a little

TC:

SL:

TC:

more . . .
Yeah.

... I guess.

It was actually—it was just the basic training part, and I believe
that was a—there were still a few weeks left to go on the basic
training. But at one—at a point, once they, you know, got things
and finalized 'em, the congressman was—had the deal done.
Well, they put me on inactive duty then, so that had—that—

instead of goin' on a training exercise, I'd go to, maybe, the
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gymnasium and clean it up. And then I'd go some other place
and clean it and just regular, you know, not training stuff.
SL: Not breaking-your-back stuff. [Laughs]
TC: Yeah, not breaking my back. Just a regular job kinda thing.
SL: Yeah. Well, man. ..
TC: But that was not a fun two months, for sure, so.

TM: Scott, we're about . ..

TC: And...

TM: ... outta tape.
SL: Okay.

TC: All right.

SL: I think we're done, buddy.

TC: All right. All right, then.

SL: If you think of somethin' else while—we're about to break down,
but you call me if you think of somethin' else.

TC: Okay. Yeah. You know, and I thought—you could probably
think of lots of little things, but if I think of somethin' that's

really—I think is interesting . . .

SL: Yeah.

TC: ... Tl definitely . ..

SL: Call me.

TC: ...giveyouacallandtell. ..
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SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

TC:

SL:

Okay.

.. . you about it. Thanks, Scott.
Thank you, man! [TC laughs] Good stuff.
Well, thanks for the . . .

I appreciate it.

I'm pretty . ..

Ireally. ..

I'm honored . . .

It's really an honor.

. . . to do this. I feel honored, so . ..
Well . ..

. . . I appreciate that, so. [Laughs]
... I'm honored here.

All right.

Yeah.

Well, want some more pecan pie?

No! [Laughter]

[End of Interview 04:03:50]

[Transcribed and edited by Pryor Center staff]
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