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Objective

Oral history is a collection of an individual's memories and

opinions. As such, it is subject to the innate fallibility of memory and
is susceptible to inaccuracy. All researchers using these interviews
should be aware of this reality and are encouraged to seek
corroborating documentation when using any oral history interview.

The Pryor Center's objective is to collect audio and video recordings of
interviews along with scanned images of family photographs and
documents. These donated materials are carefully preserved,
catalogued, and deposited in the Special Collections Department,
University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville. The transcripts, audio
files, video highlight clips, and photographs are made available on the
Pryor Center Web site at https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php. The
Pryor Center recommends that researchers utilize the audio recordings
and highlight clips, in addition to the transcripts, to enhance their
connection with the interviewee.

Transcript Methodology

The Pryor Center recognizes that we cannot reproduce the spoken
word in a written document; however, we strive to produce a
transcript that represents the characteristics and unique qualities of
the interviewee's speech pattern, style of speech, regional dialect, and
personality. For the first twenty minutes of the interview, we attempt
to transcribe verbatim all words and utterances that are spoken, such
as uhs and ahs, false starts, and repetitions. Some of these elements
are omitted after the first twenty minutes to improve readability.

The Pryor Center transcripts are prepared utilizing the University of
Arkansas Style Manual for proper names, titles, and terms specific to
the university. For all other style elements, we refer to the Pryor
Center Style Manual, which is based primarily on The Chicago Manual
of Style 16th Edition. We employ the following guidelines for
consistency and readability:
e Em dashes separate repeated/false starts and
incomplete/redirected sentences.
e Ellipses indicate the interruption of one speaker by another.
e Italics identify foreign words or terms and words emphasized by
the speaker.
e Question marks enclose proper nouns for which we cannot verify
the spelling and words that we cannot understand with certainty.
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e Brackets enclose
o italicized annotations of nonverbal sounds, such as laughter,
and audible sounds, such as a doorbell ringing;
o annotations for clarification and identification; and
o standard English spelling of informal words.
e Commas are used in a conventional manner where possible to
aid in readability.

Citation Information
See the Citation Guide at https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php.
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Scott Lunsford interviewed Hubert Ferguson on April 16, 2016, in

Boxley, Arkansas.

[00:00:00]

Scott Lunsford: Okay, let me say this first. Uh—today's date is April the
nineteenth, 2016. We are at the Hubert Ferguson residence in
Boxley—is this Boxley or Ponca?

Hubert Ferguson: Boxley.

SL: Boxley, Arkansas—uh—just off the Buffalo River. And—um—I'm
speaking with Mr. Hubert Ferguson, and my name is Scott Lunsford.
And we're here on behalf of the University of Arkansas and the Pryor
Center. So thank you so much for agreeing to put yourself through
this.

HF: You're welcome.

SL: I—I—really appreciate that. So we were—um—what was it that I was
gonna—oh, I was gonna—uh—say yes, I did do a little short interview
with your wife.

HF: Right.

SL: And I do have that, and I will get that to you.

HF: I'd like to have it.

SL: Iknow, and I—and I loved have—I've loved doing it at the time, but
I've only—the only one that I've processed was—uh—Eunice Noland.
She was my Cub Scout mother.

HF: Yeah.

SL: And so I had this—and I—Stuart—our. . .
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HF:

A wonderful woman.

[00:01:11] SL: Yeah, wonderful. Okay, so—um—Hubert, we usually start

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

with when and where you were born.

All right. I was born August the thirtieth, 1925, in Stuttgart. It's in
Arkansas County.

Do you—uh—did you grow up there or. ..

We—we lived—uh—uh—in Stuttgart until 1937. My mother died when
I was three years old.

Now what was her name?

Her name was Alice Marian Biebel.

Biebel?

Biebel. B-I-E-B-E-L.

[00:02:01] SL: Okay. Okay. And—uh. ..

HF: Now they was—they spelled Biebel different ways. I think in World
War I there—Stuttgart, you know, was founded by Germans.

SL: German Community. Mh-hmm.

HF: And a lot of people changed it—the name of their . . .

SL: Their. ..

HF: [Laughs] Their surname—uh—spelled it a different way. De-
Germanized it, I would say. My Grandfather Beeble spelled his name
B-double-E-B-L-E. His father spelled his name B-I-E-B-E-L. One of his
brothers—one of my grandfather's brothers spelled—he moved west
and in what is now New Mexico, and he changed his name spelling to
B-I-E-B-E-L-L-E—Biebelle—because they were Alsace—from Alsace-
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Lorraine.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

HF: So they could pick and choose, I suppose—whoever won, won.

[00:03:22] SL: Do you remember your grandfather?

HF: Oh, yes.

SL: So you had convers . . .

HF: I remember my mother. I—I remember—at the first memory I have
is—is of—of my—my dad taking me and my sister and brother to this—
I guess you'd call it a hospital now—a two-story frame building and
we—uh—we walked up the stairs, and my mother was layin' in the bed
and I—although I was only three, I didn't realize what was happening
to her, but I—I—I knew it made my daddy cry.

[00:04:19] SL: Do—do you know what she—what ailed her—what she
died from?

HF: Uh—they—they said—uh—the flu.

SL: Mh-hmm. Influenza.

HF: That would—see, that would've been in . . .

SL: [Nineteen] twenty-eight.

HF: In—in [19]28. It was—there was—course, you know, there was hardly
any medicine in 1928. Most of the time, most doctors took—the
bedside manner was about all they had to offer. Chills and fever and
they had concoctions, but . . .

SL: Mostly home remedies.

HF: Oh, it was a—yeah.
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SL:

HF:

Probably passed down from pioneer days.

That's right.

[00:05:22] SL: Yeah. Um—well, I want to—let's—I want to talk about

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

your grandfather . . .

Okay.

. . . that—that you remember. So—uh—you got . ..

Quick que . . .

. . . to spend quite a bit of time with him.

I did, except that my Grandfather Beeble lived on the farm between—
uh—close to Almyra, between Stuttgart and DeWitt. And—uh—he lost
his wife, my grandmother, and he lost his daughter, my mother, Alice,
within eighteen months. And—uh—they were—it must've been terrible
times. So we—he still had a—uh—unmarried daughter livin' at home.
He had a—uh—kinfolks called him Uncle Lenny that had been gassed
in World War I.

Hmm.

And he came to live on the farm. And that house is still standing, by
the way. But we would—we would go and visit, but I was so young. I
can remember when they first got electricity—uh—and they—my early
memories of —uh—what—of the farm—one of my early memories was
the smell. What—and they—what would happen is you—they—when
they would—course, it's rice is what brought my people to that coun—
part of the country. They came from Illinois and Missouri, but the

insects were so bad, the mosquitoes, that the—they would—when they
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SL:

would thrash the rice they would have big haystacks, and in the spr—
spring and early summer they would light—start a fire—on every one
of the haystacks and let it smolder just as long as it would. And cattle
would come for miles—horses—they'd had a lot of horse stock and
cattle. They'd come for miles to get in that smudge to get out of the
mosquitoes. And I can still s—course, they don't do that anymore, but
I can—1I can still smell those—those haystacks burning.

So...

[00:08:56] HF: My daddy was one of—uh—he had four brothers. Uh—

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

this is on the Ferguson side.

Mh-hmm.

And they came from up—uh—Roodhouse, Illinois. That's in Greene
County above Alton. He borrowed money and came down and bought
160 acres, I believe it was.

And they were doing rice as well.

They were doing rice as well, and the two farms, the Beeble farm and
the Ferguson farms cornered, and that's where they met. My father
had four brothers. He's the only one that finished high school. My
father's the only one of the boys that finished high school. But the
Beebles were a little more into education, and my mother, Alice—uh—
graduated from high school and taught school. And that's where she
met my father. They taught school down at Hagler. It was a two—
two-room schoolhouse, and—uh—she had the downstairs, and he had

the upstairs. They both went—uh—to the State Normal School, which

Arkansas Memories Project, Hubert Ferguson Interview, April 19, 2016
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

is we know today is University of Central Arkansas. In fact, he didn't
get—he didn't get his degree in—my father didn't get his degree until
he had at least one son. I have a sister and a—my older brother is

dead.

[00:11:03] SL: We should go ahead and get their—their names now.

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

What was your brother's name?

My sister's name is Eleanor . . .

Uh-huh.

. . . Marian Ferguson Baldridge.

Okay.

And my brother's name was William Clarence Ferguson, Jr.

So he was your older brother.

Right.

And—and—and that's it. You didn't have any younger siblings or . . .

No. I'm the baby.

[00:11:29] SL: You're the baby. [Laughs] Um—well, were you spoiled?

HF:

SL:

HF:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Oh, probably. [SL laughs] No, I don't think anybody was spoiled in
my family.

Well, so . ..

We didn't have—we didn't have enough to be spoiled [laughs] with.
Schoolteachers and—uh—you know, Stuttgart—if you were gonna be a
schoolteacher during the Depression, Arkansas County was probably
the best place to be teaching because—uh—the—the rice country—

uh—in—in—uh—in World War I, rice prices went sky high.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

Yeah.

And—uh—but then when the—when the—uh—when that boom was
over, they got paid all during that—uh—all that time with money. A
lot of times, like in Faulkner County or in Washington County, they
probably issued scrip.

Yep.

State scrip. But—uh—but Arkansas banks paid out with money—US

money.

[00:12:44] SL: So was the war driving those prices . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... forrice?

HF: Yeah.

SL: Um—easy to ship and—and preserve for—was it—I mean, it was war-
related—it was rations or what—what was the—um—why rice, I guess,
is why—is what I'm asking.

HF: Rice is a staple food.

SL: Yeah.

HF: And you know, you could—potatoes—well, I—I—we won't go into that,
but when you [/laughs]—when you realize that potatoes is sort of
come-lately crop, actually, in the whole history of things—had to come
from the new world. You've read about the Colombian Exchange.

SL: Yes.

HF: And—uh—the world fed itself on—a big part of the world fed itself on
rice. When it was discovered—it was very late, in the late 1800s,

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 10
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when it was discovered that there was a hard pan under the Grand
Prairie. The Grand Prairie had—was never forested. It was—it—it was
too wet. You know, you're in—you're in—you're in the country where
all those ditches and bayous just—just drain into all the different
streams and all end up in Arkansas in the Mississippi River. But when
they discovered that there was a—about ten to twelve inches below
the surface, there was a hard pan of clay that would hold water. Then
they—they were able to figure out that—that—that you could grow rice
there because you could—once you got water on it—uh—it—it would
stay.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

HF: That would keep the weeds down, and that would allow the grass—the
rice to grow and produce a crop. Then with the advent of
mechanization during World War I, first bulldozers and draglines were
invented—put together—and once the draglines came—you know what
a dragline is?

[00:15:24] SL: No, you need to tell me what a dragline is.

HF: Dragline is—is like—is like a—like a bulldozer, only it has a long arm
that you can move. You can sit on the dry land and—and stretch that
arm out here with a bucket on it and cables and—and dig a ditch. You
stay on solid ground, and it stays on the ditch. As you dig that ditch,
they—and you have surveying instruments. They do it all now by
[laughs] GPS.

SL: Right.
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HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

But back then they'd just carry a stick, and—uh—and that's what dried
up—that's—that's what dried up eastern Arkansas. They put—they cut
all the big timber. See, they—they—they raise rice clear up into the
bootheel of Missouri now, but used to, you couldn't do that. But the
Grand Prairie was never forested. They can—on my friend's farm—
uh—Wayne Hampton used to be in the legislature. He was a friend of
David Pryor's.

Mh-hmm.

Uh—there's a story about that, too, but I don't know—won't tell that
now, but [/laughs] anyway . . .

Well, maybe we can get to it in a little bit.

[00:17:18] HF: [Laughs] Yeah. Anyway, uh—a dragline was what—what

made it possible to—to—for the people from Missouri and Illinois and—
to come down, and it was great soil, plenty of water—too much
water—and some say that we should've left some more of it alone, but

you know, agriculture was—that's—that's how we fed ourselves.

SL: Well, people did what they know how to do.

HF: Yeah.

SL: And—uh—uh—so the draglines worked as—uh—drainage ditches to get
the water off . . .

HF: That's right.

SL: . . whenever you had to . . .

HF: That's right.

SL: ... harvest. And it also provided water in when you needed to flood
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HF:

the field.

Right.

[00:18:20] SL: Is that the way . . .

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

They'd build—they'd build reservoirs and they called 'em green timber
reservoirs. All they'd do is just take the lowest ground and build a—
a...
Berm.
. . . berm around it.
Mh-hmm.
And that would create a reservoir. Didn't have to be real deep, but
eventually that would kill the timber.
Yeah.
And—uh—then they'd either go build another one and take—take that
timber off and plant that to rice [laughs] and build another one over
here.
So it just kind of marched . . .
Yeah.

. . across the tree line.
There's land down there that—uh—that's—uh—so flat that—you know,
the flatter the land, the less rice—rice is a—is a funny crop. The—you
can put too much water on it, and it'd pull itself out of the ground.
You don't have enough water, and it won't grow.
Right.

[Unclear words] or get weedy. And so it's a—rice farming is—rice is a

13
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tough crop to grow but—it requires a lot of work. But they—
modernization has really helped things now. A—a person used to—if
he had a—if he had a hundred acres of rice, he had a crop that'd take
several families to help make—have to—have to walk the levees every
day to keep the muskrats and the snakes from—you know, you have
to keep the water at a certain level, and if the field tilts too much,
you've got to have a—a levee . ..

SL:  Stairstep. HF: . . . pretty off—stairstepped levee. I think it was
about —I don't know exactly, but maybe every two inches or
somethin' like that.

SL:  Wow.

[End of Verbatim Transcription]

[00:20:27] HF: But nowadays what they do—they level the ground if it's
anywhere level, near level, they'll go in there and move that topsoil
around to where . . .

SL: To equalize the . ..

HF: Yeah, to equalize it.

[00:20:53] SL: Yeah. So you—your early years—you grew up with rice
fields all around you, then.

HF: I grew up what?

SL:  With rice fields all around you. I mean. ..

HF: Right, right.

SL: Did—were you. ..

HF: But we moved to Stuttgart, though, from Hagler. We lived out in the

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 14
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country, and I don't remember movin' to Stuttgart. All I remember is
where we lived. Where I started to school in the first grade was

Stuttgart.

[00:21:30] SL: Were you given chores around the house? And was it

agriculture related, or was it just household chores growing up? What

was your . . .

HF: Oh, we just—see, when my mother died, as was the usual custom
back then, the survivin' parent took his family back to mama. So we
moved in with my Grandmother Ferguson and my Grandfather
Ferguson, who by the way, by the time that I could remember, had
lost his farm when—in about [19]31 or [193]2 in the Depression. My
Grandfather Beeble, he held onto his. Now he was killed—my
Grandfather Beeble was shot and killed in a dispute over either land or
hogs or cattle or something. Yeah.

[00:22:58] SL: So was there any—I mean, were there any consequences
on the shooter's side of it or . .

HF: Oh yeah.

SL: Or was it just something that . . .

HF: They said itwas . . .

SL: ... farmers worked out . ..

HF: They said it was a duel. Self defense. They each had a rifle. They

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

had been in business together, I think. They farmed and ran—they
ran a lot of hogs. Hogs ran free, and the cattle ran free. And that's

what I read that—I mean, that's what I heard—a rumor. I was too
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young to—I can remember the day that the sheriff's office came out to
our house. My father was principal of the high school at Stuttgart. He
had a master's degree by the time he was principal. He taught—
besides bein' principal, he taught chemistry and physics. Stuttgart
had a good school system. Had more money than the average

community.

[00:24:23] SL: Teachers in general were kind of exalted in local

communities.

HF: Oh yeah, yeah.

SL: I mean, it was a big deal to havea. ..

HF: Yeah.

SL: . . schoolhouse . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: . . and to have teachers.

HF: He was called Professor Ferguson. [Laughter] I remember that. It's
much like in Germany today—professor is a term of respect.

[00:24:43] SL: Sure. Well, so now you moved in with your grandmother
on—Grandmother Ferguson.

HF: Ferguson. She kept chickens, by the way. You were talkin' about
chores.

SL: Yeah.

HF: We would have chicken dinner for—on Sunday, and I'd—as a just a
child, I'd help her do that.

SL:  Would you wring the necks or . . .

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas
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HF: Yeah.

SL:  Pull the feathers. Pluck the feathers and . . .

HF: She'd have the outside pot boilin'—heated near boilin'. And we'd strip
that dude pretty quick. [SL laughs] No problem.

SL: No problems. [Laughs] And so would—was there—would she fix—I
assume that she would fix breakfast for the whole family. Was
everyone sitting around the table? I mean, were you expected to be
at the table at a certain time each day?

HF: Oh yeah, oh yeah. We were only there two years. My father met a
girl—a woman who was teaching at Stuttgart, and her father was a
professor and dean at the State Normal School in Conway.

SL:  Okay.

[00:26:18] HF: And after two years they married, and we moved to our
own house. Her name was Olive Grace Meadors. M-E-A-D-O . ..

SL: W.

HF: . -W-S.

SL: W-S.

HF: And there's Meadors in—in fact, I saw a article in the paper that Dr.
Meadors—that would be my stepmother's brother's grandchild.

SL:  Wow! [Laughs]

HF: He's a heart surgeon in Little Rock . . .

SL:  Okay.

HF: . . and Allen Meadors was Meadors—I noticed he just sold his part of
a insurance agency in Little Rock—was one of the oldest agencies in

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 17
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

Little Rock. I think he just retired from that. But anyway, we moved,
and every summer my daddy would go to summer school. He went to
schools that you wouldn't ordinarily think he'd be traipsing around
with, but he went to University of Chicago—he—because he loved
physics and taught physics. And he could—he was a good teacher, I
suppose. He went to University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana and
got hours each summer. He would get so many hours, like, six hours
towards a doctorate. He already had his master's by then. He went to
Vanderbilt. He went to—he graduated from George Peabody College in
Nashville, Tennessee, which is now the depart—it's a school of
education for Vanderbilt. They finally combined. I—when we moved
to...

Conway?

. . . to Nashville . . .

Oh.

. in 1937.

[00:29:11] SL: So you went from Stuttgart—did you go to Conway before

Nashville, or you went from s . . .

HF: My father and mother—when she was still a—they came to Conway
and went to school for one year or a part of two years or something. I
don't—I'm hazy about that. But after she died, we lived in—after
she—after Daddy married again, we lived in Stuttgart.

SL: Okay.

HF: Moved from there when I was in the seventh grade. I believe in was

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 18
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SL:

HF:

SL:

in 1937. We moved to Nashville, Tennessee, for him to work on his
Ph.D. My—I was told a story later that his father-in-law was
instrumental in encouraging him to get a advanced degree. When he
graduated—we lived in Nashville two years.

Kay.

At that time to get a Ph.D. you had to be proficient in two foreign
languages. Not just one, but two. Anyway, when he graduated he
had a—got his degree. He got a job offer—it was North Carolina and
one other place and Conway. Of course, my stepmother wanted to
come back to Conway.

Well, sure.

[00:31:25] HF: But they didn't—they only offered $3,000 a year, and

North Carolina was gonna pay four. The story is that my stepmother's
father told the president of Arkansas State Teachers College, as it was
known then, that Daddy wouldn't come. They needed him, but he
wouldn't come for that money. And Colonel McAllister, who was
president of the college, said, "That's the best I can do. That's all the
money we can afford." And he said, "Well, take a hundred dollars out
of my salary and put it on his, and don't say anything about it, and
just make him an offer." So that's what they did, and he took it. And
he was—when he died, he died way too early. He died in 1954 at fifty-
four years of age of I suppose what would be now pancreatic cancer,
but—be known as that, but he was the first person—he was dean of

the college at Conway when he died at fifty-four.
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[00:33:03] SL: So now, back then was the dean the head of the college

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

or...
No, you had a president.

You had the president, but he was dean.

Yeah, you would—they would call you the academic dean. You had a
dean of students.

Right.

I think you still do, but you didn't—you have provosts now [laughs]
and . ..

Right, provost, associate provost.

I'm mean, we may be a little top heavy, but anyway . . .

Yeah, yeah.

[Laughs] We . ..

[00:33:32] SL: [Laughs] Well, when—I'm always lookin' for the oldest

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

storiesto . ..

Okay. Good.

. . . to start with. So I want to go back to your grandparent—Ferguson

home.

Right.

What—so it—at that time it didn't have electricity yet?

No, the Beeble house out at the farm didn't have electricity.
Oh, I see. But the Ferguson home did.

Oh yeah, in town.

And was there running water there?
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HF: Yeah. Oh yeah.

SL: That's good. And so did that give—was there refrigeration then? Did
you have anice. ..

HF: We had a icebox.

SL: Icebox. So you had ice delivery.

HF: Yeah.

SL: And the roads were dirt or were they brick or . . .

HF: They were gravel there.

SL: Gravel.

[00:34:27] HF: Gravel there, and in town there was a main road there—
two main roads—streets were asphalt, I believe. But we lived on Anna
Street first. We paid a—I remember the rent was fifteen dollars a
month.

SL: [Laughs] And that was significant back then.

HF: Yeah, and that house was—and we—they said they were gonna have
to go up to seventeen dollars, and Daddy started lookin' around, and
he found a house that was closer to the school. And we had a car.
We had a Model A Ford. Course, it was black.

SL: Of course. [HF laughs] Yeah.

HF: They all were . ..

SL: They're all black. So . ..

[00:35:44] HF: Yeah. No, Stuttgart was a thrivin' community as far as—

you know, they had utilities and the railroads and the—that's when

they discovered that you could dry rice and—you know how they drop
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

rice down through the silo and have a—warm air and it dries it out.
Used to, you would cut rice and shock it. You'd cut it with a binder,
and it would put it into—bind it into these stalks.

Right.

And then you'd—the field hands would go through and make stacks—
make rice stacks—stand the bind—stand the rice up with the heads up
and leaning against one another so the sun would hit it and dry it out.
Now if it raining—keep on raining—the ducks would come in there by
the jillions and tromp 'em down, and one of Daddy's jobs was to—he
had an old shotgun, and he'd go out there at the well house and try to
shoot the ducks out of the rice 'cause they were just a pest to 'em.
That's the reason we hadn't got very many now, I guess. [Laughter]
But any . ..

Well, it wasn't sport back then, it was . . .

Yeah, it wasn't sport then.

No, itwas . ..

It was livelihood.

Exactly—it was economics.

Yeah.

So...

[00:37:44] HF: But anyway, the Beebles—after my grandpa got killed—he

SL:

had a son named Roland, who had declared early on that he was not a
farmer. He was a cowboy.

[Laughs] Okay.
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HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

And he went West and—but when he—when Grandpa Beeble got killed,
he came home, and my aunt, the unmarried aunt, married, and her
husband helped on the farm. But neither one of 'em were cut out to
be farmers.

It's hard work.

And I remember—course, my mother—my birth mother was an heir to
the farm. But that didn't—they owed so much money oniit. ..

Lost it.

. . . that they lost it. Well, they didn't lose it. They sold it, but didn't
get hardly anything back from it.

Right. They didn't clear much of anything.

It cleared itself, but that . . .

Yeah.

. . was it.

[00:39:04] SL: So I know you were only there for a couple years with

your grandparents, but was there—did religion play any role in that

home that you remember?

HF: Oh yeah.

SL: Imean...

HF: Yeah, they—my grandpa wasn't religious. By that, I mean he didn't—I
don't think he attended church very regularly, but my grandmother
did. But my father and stepmother were Baptist. And I would say
for—at the time that Stuttgart had a evangelical Baptist minister.
Brother Harvey—I never will [laughs] forget that.
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SL: Okay. Tell me about Brother Harvey. Did you ever get to hear him
speech or preach?

HF: Yeah. Yeah, he preached. Well, if he were alive today, he'd be tellin'
you that the earth is six thousand years old.

SL: So a very literal . ..

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... interpretation.

HF: Oh yeah. Yeah, he was very literal. And he preached—I would say
that he preached more against sin than he did emphasize a loving
God.

SL: Vengeful—he was on the vengeful side of . . .

HF: Yeah, right.

SL: ... things.

HF: Right.

[00:41:24] SL: Well, that was a—that drew crowds.

HF: Yeah, that drew crowds, and it also—my stepmother's father, Mr.
Meadors, who never—he didn't have his doctorate, but he was one of
the—he was a member of the first graduating class of—they were from
Kentucky, and Kentucky was known for its Baptist leanings. And the
name of his institution—in fact, he was honored, and my stepmother—
my sister took my stepmother over to Kentucky. I was tryin' to think
of the name of the institution, but it's still there and still active. It's—
well, the name escapes me, but it—it's a name that's associated with

Kentucky. It's not Lexington or Columbia or—but anyway, he was a—
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

he was very well read. He taught—he was in the English literature and
he—I think one of the few colleges in Arkansas at the time that offered
a full semester of Chaucer.

Oh! [Laughter] That's pretty racy.

Yeah. [Laughter]

For the day.

That's what I—that's what I thought. [Laughter] But anyway [SL
laughs], my Grandfather Ferguson, when he lost the farm, he opened
up a produce route at that time. All these little country stores all over
Arkansas County—then he'd drive up to Little Rock once a week, and
he'd buy apples, oranges, tomatoes—I mean, yell—bananas—whatever
he thought would sell to these stores, and he made a livin' at it. He
later—he and—when all the boys—the five boys married and left, he
later moved to West Monroe, Louisiana, where he had a son that
worked down there—was married and had no children. And he found a
little grocery store, neighborhood grocery store, to buy, and he bought
it. About two blocks off the West Monroe bridge. And I'd go down
there in the summer as a fifteen-year-old.

Did you work in the store . . .

Yeah.

.. . for him, then?

Mh-hmm.

[00:45:22] SL: So was it a gathering place? Was his store a—I mean,

did people come and just visit or did it have a porch or . . .
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HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

Well, somewhat. It was right on a corner, and there was a ha—he had
his house—he lived next door to it. We had an adjoining—I guess it
was on the same blo—same lot, but he'd sell—he had a—didn't have
but one kind of gasoline, of course. And had a—people that'd come in
and order fifty cents worth, and you'd go out there and pump it up.
And it had a glass case.

It would fill up.

You'd pump it up to where . . .

Fifty cents was.

And then you'd run it into the truck. [SL laughs] He'd break a
package—a pack of cigarettes and sell a cigarette for a penny.
Twenty cigarettes to a pack?

Yeah.

Yep.

[00:46:47] HF: A penny apiece. Those were tough times. West Monroe

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

was a paper-mill town.

Boy, that smelled, didn't it?

You could smell it from here to yonder.

It's a really kind of sickening sweet . . .

Yeah.

. .. heavy smell. I know . ..

Never got away from it, but that—it had employment. My Uncle Earl
worked for Louisiana Power and Light as a meter foreman and he—

he'd travel around but—and he'd take me with him some. He was kind
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of a boss. He was—well, he was a foreman, so he could take anybody
he wanted to. ButI got to—I learned to swim down there 'cause he
took me over to the—they had a municipal pool. Whites only.

[00:47:49] SL: Of course, and I'm sure—did you see any of the whites
and colored signs and . . .

HF: Oh yeah.

SL: ... any of that?

HF: Yeah. Well, now—in Conway at the depot, we had white drinkin'
fountains and colored drinkin' fountains. Everybody—like Black and
white lived separately together.

[00:48:32] SL: You know, Dan Ferritor told me a story when he was
growin' up—the first time he ran across those signs at the drinking
fountains, he went to the colored fountain because he thought the
water would be colored, and he couldn't wait to drink colored water.
[Laughs] It didn't take—you know [snaps], in an instant they
straightened him out on that, but . . .

HF: Well, I—Mary Virginia's—Mary Virginia is my wife.

SL: Yes.

[00:49:06] HF: We didn't have help when we moved to Conway. School
teachers didn't have help. They couldn't afford it. But her folks had
help. They had a small back porch, and in that back porch they had a
commode and a lavatory and that was about it. It was five by five, I
guess. It would be—7?kitchen?.

SL:  Tiny.
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HF:

SL:

HF:

And one time when I had—I was a—I guess a junior in high school,
and I'd—you didn't date back then, but you could go see somebody,
you know.

Sure.

And so I was over at her house after school and the back yard—we
used to play badminton out in the back yard, and I knew there was a
bathroom out there, and I needed to go to the bathroom. So I went
on that back porch. And her mother told me that—not in an
accusatory tone, but she let me know that that was not for white

people. That's where Pearly went.

[00:51:11] SL: So do you wanna—is there anything else about your time

in Stuttgart or Nashville that you'd want to . . .

HF:  Well, I'll tell you about Nashville that I—was kind of unusual. Peabody
College taught—they—I guess there's more teachers—they were into
pedagogy. Is that a word?

SL: I think that is a word. [Laughs]

HF: It's supposed to be. [SL laughs] Anyway, they had what's called—
what they called a demonstration school.

SL:  Okay.

HF: It went from the first grade through the senior year. It had a indoor
swimmin' pool. It had tennis courts. It had this and that. And it cost
money to go. We didn't have any money, of course, so my daddy
taught high school physics and—to pay—I'm not sure whether he
taught two courses or one. But anyway, he taught school to pay our
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SL:

tuition, and that's where—we had Ph.D. counselors. We had coaches
in every sport. We had all the facilities that you'd ever need. School's
still there, by the way, but it's gotten a lot smaller than what I
remember it. [Laughter]

Well . ..

[00:53:07] HF: But anyway, so I had two years of probably as good

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

education. You know, we had art classes. We had music classes. 1
learned to play a horn. We did field trips, went to tobacco auction
markets and so on. I mean, we just—it was a wonderful two years for
me. I was very unhappy to leave Stuttgart, but I've—it was great for
all of us as far as all of our education—my sister and my brother. In
fact, he graduated from the dem school. That's what we called it.
So was there a subject matter—I mean, did you—was that really your
first excitement about going to school?
Oh, it was.
Was at that school . . .
Yeah.

. . 'cause it was so—there was so much available . . .
Yeah.
. .. there that wasn't in Stuttgart. So was there a particular subject
that you leaned toward or that you enjoyed more than others or. . .
I had a good history—Dr. Holder. Still remember his name. But see,
they—he would have a—he would lecture, and he might have three or

four interns at the back of the class. He was showin' 'em how—and
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tellin' 'em—he's teachin' us, but showin' them how to do it. And then
he'd—he had all kind of resource materials. You know, they had the
whole library at—that's where—I suppose that's where I got my bent

or love of reading. I still read a lot.

[00:55:13] SL: I saw you in there reading while we were setting up.

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

I read. Well, I—course, naturally, bein' in the printing and newspaper
business, you—I read for work, but I also—I've always read. I read
too many books too early, you know. [SL laughs] 1 didn't get the full
significance of . . .

Oh, okay.

. . . Huckleberry Finn, for instance.

Right. Well, first read without instruction . . .

Yeah.

. . . that would be understandable.

My stepmother was a English major, and she wrote her master's thesis

on O. Henry, and so I grew up reading O. Henry stories. [Laughs]

[00:56:11] SL: So was the—your brother and your sister and you—you

got along with your stepmother. There was a—it was no—it was a

good transition . . .

HF: Yeah, my sister did better than any of us. I did because I was just a
baby. I was just barely—only thing I remembered was her death and
funeral.

SL: Right.

HF: But—and that was just—but my stepmother—my sister tells the story
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

that she just welcomed my stepmother with open arms because she
got her hair cut and got her some dresses that weren't just hand-me-
downs.

Right.

And kind of took her—took care of her. My older brother, who
remembered his birth mother—see, he would—I was three—five—
seven—he was seven or eight years old and . . .

It was a little tougher on him.

He was a little tougher—it was a little tougher on him.

And also, I would assume that your sister—even as young as she
was—was now the woman of the house or . . .

Yeah.

. . all the things back then that were associated with duties that
women took on and—versus what men took on. She was—she
probably appreciated the help . . .

Yeah.

. . . that came with . . .

[00:57:54] HF: Actually, we looked after—it was very simple. We didn't

have much laundry 'cause we didn't have much clothes. And—I mean,
we weren't destitute. We never missed a meal, but we didn't—you
know, you could buy a hamburger for a nickel at Crystal. Did you

know that? They had nickel hamburgers.

SL: I can remember fifteen-cent hamburgers, but . . .
HF: But we didn't get very many of 'em. But I learned to play golf by
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

caddyin'. I'd get a—caddy eighteen holes for a quarter.

And that's carrying the bag.

Carrying the bag. That was in Nashville. I learned to play tennis. I
learned to play Ping-Pong. I learned to—well, we had a—anyway, it
was a—Nashville was a good—we thought we'd moved to Conway to a
one-horse town.

Well, I'm sure there was a pretty big difference.

Yeah.

Sarah Moore: Trey, we're right at the hour. They're ready to break.

SL:

What about baseball or football or—when . . .

[00:59:26] HF: Yeah, we had a—I played football—I played a game of

football of about ten minutes' worth before about twenty-five or thirty
thousand people, and the reason that happened was we [/aughs] had
a little junior team in the eighth grade, I guess it was, or ninth.
Anyway, that was—I was always smaller, but I could throw. I was the
quarterback, and we played a team. Vanderbilt was playin' a team.

I've forgotten who. And at the half, they had us play . . .

SL: The kids could come out.

HF: Kids come out, and we had—we were—we had uniforms and
everything, like you're supposed to have. Foot. ..

SL: Yellow—gold and black?

HF: ... football cleats and all. [Laughs]

SL: Yeah.

HF: But anyway, I remember throwin' the first pass about ten miles over
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the head of [/laughter]—I was pumped up.

SL: Yeah.

[01:00:49] HF: But—then I quit growin', and I never played—I played on
the golf team at UCA or ASTC right after the war because they were—
there weren't too many golfers . . .

SL: They were short.

HF: ... andsol learned to play right hand—I'm an—I bat—baseball, I bat
left-handed. Always have. But the first clubs, golf clubs, given to me
were right-handed clubs. Somebody'd left 'em at the apartment house
where we were livin' in Nashville down in the basement. And so the
guy . ..

SL: [Laughs] That's whatyou. ..

HF: ... that owned it said, "You can have 'em." And they had a wood and
a midiron, they called 'em then—had about a three wood and a . . .

SL:  Five iron, probably?

HF: ... fiveiron.

SL: Yeah.

[01:01:56] HF: And so I just turned around and started hittin' 'em
another way, and that's the way I grew up. I never was what you'd
call a scratch golfer, but I was—you know, if I shot in the low eighties,
I was in good shape. [Laughter]

SL: Listen. ..

Trey Marley: Scott . ..

SL: ... we're gonna take a break.
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TM:

Yeah, we're about an hour.

[Tape stopped]

[01:02:21] SL: All right. So we just had a little break.

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

Yeah.
We got through our first hour or so pretty well. We're gonna go about
thirty minutes, and then we'll have some lunch and get back after
lunch.
M'kay.
So we got around to sports, and . . .
Yeah.
. it sounds like, lefty that you were, you had a right-handed set of

clubs, and you learned to play golf with the right.
Right.
You weren't a great player, but . . .
Yeah.

. . early eighties were good scores for you. And you mentioned Ping-
Pong. Now I don't know many folks that—I mean, did you compete in

Ping-Pong, or did you just learn to play Ping-Pong?

[01:03:01] HF: No, I learned to play it. We had a tournament in

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Nashville. They had two or three rooms of tables. I mean, Peabody
was a real experience for us. I mean, from a family from Stuttgart
[laughs] to Nashville, Tennessee—course, we weren't used to that
dad-gum terrible coal smoke. Every ...

Oh.
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HF: Every day you'd have to clean your ears and nostrils 'cause I'm talkin'
about the pollution was terrible.

SL: You couldn't hang the clothes out . . .

HF: No.

SL: ...ontheline.

HF: No, no, no. You'd—we'd—it was somethin' else. But I've always
followed football. When we moved to Conway and—course, with my
connection with the school, I had a inside connection. I went to the—
one of the coaches and I asked if he needed a ball boy, and he said he
did. So I got to make several trips to—we—train trips. We went way
down and played Howard Payne College down in Texas.

SL:  Wow, that's a big . ..

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... trip.

[01:05:07] HF: Yeah, that's—but we took the train, went to Oklahoma—
someplace in Oklahoma. Warren Woodson was the coach. He was a
coach before his time.

SL: Why do you say that?

HF: Well, because he was a good recruiter. He was recruitin' people from
Texas. He went on to coach at least two classifications of—I don't
think he ever coached 1A, but he was well known.

[01:06:01] SL: The name was familiar. Now—course, back then it was
entirely segregated, too . . .

HF: Yeah.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

. . right?
Yeah. [Unclear words]

But he was a good recruiter, so they had a good team . . .

Yeah.

. . . year in and year out.

[01:06:18] HF: You know, I don't know how they really existed, but I had

a former student who was a lab assistant for my dad when he first
came to college there in—to teach at Conway. And she was from
Kansas and we—she was older, but we ran into her at different parts
of the United States—kept—my daddy kept up with former students

pretty much, especially his . . .

SL: Good ones.

HF: ... good ones.

SL:  Well, they're like children . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... to ateacher.

HF: She was a—in the first place, she and her sister came to UCA, and I
asked her, "How in the world did you end up down here from Kansas?"
She said, "Well, I can tell you real—that's real simple." She said, "It
was free." And I said, "Wait a minute. You could go to the Normal
because it was free?" She said, "Yeah." She said, "My daddy was a—
barely makin' a livin' farmin' in Kansas." And she said, "He moved us
to someplace where we could have better transportation." And he—
she said, "I got a job makin' five cents an hour," and she said, "I
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went—my sister and I went, so that meant we had ten cents 'cause
she got the same job." And then she said, "There—we were there a
year, and we brought canned goods from home, and that's what we

ate. That's how we ate." And she said, "The job played out, and we
had to quit to go home. And then we got a call from Miss Mitchell,
who was the head librarian. And she said, 'Come back to work.' She
said, 'I've got some more money.'" So she went back. And she was a
chemist. She was a—my daddy's chem—lab assistant and they—he
had one old boy that he kept up with that went to—got a job at Bell
Labs, which as you know was the . . .

SL: Alexander Graham Bell heritage. I mean. ..

HF: Yeah. Itwashis. ..

SL: [Unclear words].

[01:10:10] HF: Anyway, Bell Labs is one of the few commercial
companies that, by law, could be a monopoly. By law, that can no
longer happen. But it happened then, and that's—those were the
people that developed what we're usin' today. I mean, they heard the
big bang.

SL: Yeah.

HF: Anyway, I got to be a ball boy, and I got to go to—I worked every
afternoon after school. I also—I knew the people—they had what they
called a NYA, National Youth Administration. All these were
Depression programs. And they had—ASTC had a farm, and I got

interested in that. They had a dairy.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

Okay.

And I got interested in that, and I learned a lot about it. Ler—or, well,
what a kid could learn, but it was just—bein' in a college town and
bein' the son of a college professor, I had—I was lucky to have a little
wider horizon than just . . .

Broader in experiences.

Yeah.

[01:12:15] SL: So one thing we haven't talked about, and you've

HF:

mentioned this a couple of times so far, is the role of trains and train
travel and—I mean, I would assume in your early years, you saw a lot
more trains and a lot more train activity and a lot more culture around
railroad than we do now.

Oh yeah. Oh yeah—see—where do you start? [Laughs] We had a
depot and a train—you could catch a train to Little Rock in the morning
and come back at—in the afternoon two or three different times. That
was—it was—but as far as, like goin' very far—although we had a
Model A car and five people. Model As are not very big cars, but my
daddy fixed a rack that went on the back of the car, and then you had
luggage racks, expandable luggage racks, for at least one side of the
car so you could get out on one side. Everybody had to get out on the
same side. [SL laughs] But it was a four-door car. Anyway—but to
go on a trip, you didn't take a—like a team. We'd take a train ride to
go play football. I left to go to the army on a train. I came back on a

train when the war was over. Conway didn't lose its train service.
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SL:

HF:

They sold off the depot grounds and the depot. I guess that's one
time that my wife was on the losin' side of that. She wanted to
preserve the depot but it—they did need additional crossings [laughs]
across—and then the . . .

Across the tracks.

Yeah.

[01:15:01] SL: So I—it's just remarkable that you could essentially hop

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

on a train, go to Little Rock, do your shoppin', and get back . . .
Yeah.
... home. Imean...
Yeah.
That's—doesn't exist anymore.
No, that doesn't.
I think—seems like Doyle Rogers told me that in Newport there were
thirty-five trains a day.
Yeah.
Just goin'. I mean, they're comin' and goin'. St. Louis to Little Rock,
either way.
I don't know many there were, but they were—you could—I know you
could—they had a name for it. You could—like the Jitney or whatever.
[Laughs] I don't think that was the name, but you'd catch it . ..
That train.

. in the morning and catch it . . .

Comin' back. Yeah.
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HF:

. . and catch it back that afternoon.

[01:15:53] SL: Now, as far as the Model As go, how many flat tires did

you experience?

HF: Oh, my Lord, you used to count. That's the way you'd determine what
kind of trip you had. "Oh, I didn't have but two flats." [SL laughs] 1
was tellin' somebody not long ago—we were—I believe it was Steve
Nolan that had—or his daddy, one—that recommended this book to
me, and it was about the Dust Bowl.

SL: M'kay.

HF: I've forgotten the name of the book. I could—if I put my mind to it
I'd—the greatest—worst depression or somethin'. Anyway, I
remember one time—got goin' from—course, we drove from Conway—
I mean, from Stuttgart to Conway after my folks married.

SL: Yes.

HF: And the road from Stuttgart to England . . .

SL: Kay.

HF: . is the way we'd go. We'd go up to England and then angle up
to...

SL: Down to Conway. Went around Little Rock, I guess?

[01:17:39] HF: I remember one time we were makin' that trip, and the

wind was blowin', and it got—looked awful cloudy and stormy and
whatnot. And Daddy said, "We're gonna have to stop." "Why? Why?
Why?" "Well, this cloud has got dirt in it, and I can't see to drive, and

it's hittin' the windshield, and it's dangerous. Y'all just hush up." You
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

know, with three of us in the back seat—two boys and a girl—so they'd
make my sister sit in the middle so—'cause . . .
Course.

. . we were always pickin' at one another.
Yeah.
And we sat there for maybe—I don't know—seemed to me like half a
day, but I know it wasn't. But anyway, that's when the West was
blowin' away. It came clear through—course, you know, it went all the
way to Washington, DC. [Laughs] That's why they got the legislation
passed. [SL laughs] But it came through the Grand Prairie, 1
guarantee you. We stopped on the way to England 'cause it was so
bad you couldn't see. A Models—everybody had—but I believe my
daddy told me it cost $700.

Brand new.

[01:19:33] HF: It'd cost you that now to get somebody to look at one.

SL: Oh yeah. [Laughs] Course, you'd have to change some filters and
[laughter] . . .

HF: Yeah. Course, they were simple to operate on—I mean, you know,
you'd—you just raised the one side of the hood, and you could see the
whole motor. But we di—I used the bus some. I went to—and I
hitchhiked. Back in those days before the—during the World War and
just before the war or in the early part of the war, it was no trouble
to—I could hitchhike to—I had a buddy, and we'd get—we'd bicycle out
onto where the Catholic church is now—that's the main highway—and
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

T™M:

we'd stow our bikes there. Just park 'em and step out on the road and
less than twenty minutes, you'd have a ride, ordinarily. And we'd ride
down to Little Rock and go to get a Coke or drink or eat a sandwich
and then take a—take the trolley out—street car—and catch a ride
back to Conway. We never missed a meal, never missed time.
People'd pick you up then.

Those times are gone.

Those times [/laughs] are gone forever.

Yep.

Forever.

Well, how are we on our time?

You know, we're about twenty minutes in. If we want to get there at
about thirty, we could break now or—we're about twenty minutes in,

though.

[01:21:44] SL: Well, let's talk about—Ilet's go another five or ten

minutes.

TM: You got it.

SL: So...

HF: No, we would drive—I want to interrupt you. When we would go to
Chicago and spend the whole summer—so—'cause he—so he could
make eight hours—six hours—we would drive.

SL: So the whole family would go to Chicago.

HF: The whole family would go.

SL: I was gonna ask you that. What happened to the income, and what
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HF:

happened to the household, you know . . .

We packed sheets. We would—you could get—we lived pretty—on
Drexel Avenue, pretty close to where—I remember that was one of the
hottest summers in Illinois history and hold—in the af—late in the
afternoon, before dark, but dusky—we could see people walkin'
carryin' pillows and sheets and maybe one blanket or—and they'd walk
down to where—I was never there in the wintertime—we weren't—but
I think they filled it with water and ice skated. But it was green. It
was over—it was near or on the campus of the University of Chicago.
It was about a eight-block walk for us. But we'd walk up there and
spend the night because it was too hot to stay in that third-floor

apartment.

[01:23:28] SL: Get the wind off the lake, I would guess.

HF:

SL:

HF:

I guess. We went to the World's Fair every weekend. [SL laughs]
You could buy a—I don't know whether it was a season ticket. I don't
guess it's a season ticket, but anyway—but he would—Daddy was—
well, he—you'd have to say he was more than conservative. He was
very, very careful with his money 'cause he didn't have any.

Right.

And he had a family to—so we'd save money all year long to be able—
for him to go to school. And I know—in those—but they were great
trips for us because he would insist that—I mean, I remember him
sayin', "No, no, you're goin'. We're all goin'." And I said, "Daddy, I

don't even know what the Chicago Board of Trade is. Why should I
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[SL laughs] want to—what I—I don't know anything about it." He
said, "Well, you're not gonna learn here at home. You're gonna have
to"—and so we'd take the trolley and go down and went to it and
walked around up on the—whatever you call that con—there was—a
pit was down below, and we were . . .

SL: Up on the mezzanine kind of . . .

[01:25:27] HF: Yeah, we were up on the top, just lookin' over and
watchin'. And it was very vivid. He took us to a penitentiary one
time. And he was nuts about it. That's one reason I think he wanted
to go to Champaign-Urbana because they had a heck of a planetarium.
He was . . .

SL: Astronomy.

HF: Yeah.

SL: He was interested in astronomy.

HF: Oh yeah, he was really interested in the stars and the planets. In fact,
there's an old boy that [laughs] came to—I don't know—he was a farm
boy out somewhere, but he came to Conway, and he had a telescope
in his car, or maybe he was in a little old truck or somethin’', but
anyway, it was about eight feet long.

SL: Oh! [Laughs] That's. ..

HF: And I don't know how he got—how he—but anyway [SL laughs],
Daddy got him in school free. He paid it. He'd built it himself, and
you practically had to lay down to look through the eyepiece.

SL: Refracting it.
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HF:

SL:

Yeah.

Yeah.

[01:27:01] HF: But he and Daddy figured out a place over there on the

campus where you walk down some steps to go into a basement and
there were no impediments. And you could set it up, and you could
walk down the steps and get a pretty good view. And course, it'd take
forever to find—if he wanted you to see the rings around Saturn, it'd

take a while to find Saturn.

SL: Saturn. Yeah, sure.

HF: But anyway, we got to do a world of things just because of his interest
in seein' to it that it was a bigger world than what we were used to.

SL: I was going to say, between Nashville and Chicago, you had a dose of
cosmopolitan culture that . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... you wouldn't have gotten if you'd just been in Stuttgart or Conway
at the time. So that gave you a—it did give you a broader picture of
what was goin' on. Crosses . . .

HF: Every. ..

SL: . . many cultures, too.

HF: Every—that's true. Every place we went, though, it was—Sunday—he
found a Baptist church. Might be a Northern Baptist [/laughs], but he'd
find one.

SL: Let's take a break now because I want to get back to the role of
religion when we get back.
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HF: Okay.

[Tape stopped]

[01:28:36] SL: So here—we just had too much to eat at lunch.

HF: No, no. [Laughs] I had—I just—I tried not to overeat.

SL: Oh! It's hard for me not to when it's Penguin Ed's Barbecue and . . .

HF: Well, you require . . .

SL: ...andthen...
HF: ... more food. But of course, you can also hold your liquor better,
probably.

SL: [Laughter] Oh, I—maybe. [HF laughs] Maybe. Now it's my
understanding you like martinis.

HF: I do.

SL: Ido, too.

[01:29:03] HF: But I don't—only have one a day—one—I never have two
anymore. About ten years ago or eight or ten, I realized that two
martinis made me do the two-step. [Laughter]

SL: Thetwoste...

HF: One step forward, two steps back.

SL: One step back. [Laughter]

HF: So I quit that.

SL: Oh boy, I should probably do the same thing.

[01:29:29] HF: Okay, what are you talkin' about—religion?

SL: Yeah, I do wanna—you know, so many of the interviews we've done,

religion was so much a part—a central part of most everyone's lives.
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If it—I mean, there was usually Sunday school, and a lot of it was
Baptist. And Wednesday nights and you'd have a—it was not
uncommon to have the preacher over for dinner and maybe a Bible in
the house that was referred to. Just the regular religious culture and
church activities, and it was a—it was almost an American thing.

HF: Yeah.

SL: It was part of that ethic of working hard and tryin' to do the right
thing.

HF: Especially in the South.

[01:30:24] SL: Especially in the South. And so I was just wondering
how—I mean, you know, you're being raised by folks that are . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... for the time, very educated and . . .

HF: Okay, it's just kind of a—it's—I'll be glad to tell my story. It's about—I
may—that may be one of the parts that I want to review. But anyway,
I was raised in a very strict Baptist home. A card table was not
allowed in our house because people played bridge on bridge tables,
and that was a card game. There were no playing cards in my house.
Period. And they had a game called Rook that substituted, I suppose,
but we very seldom played Rook. We went to church twice on Sunday
and every prayer-meeting night—Wednesday night. I grew up—my
father was a—and my stepmother—he—probably even more so
bordered on Puritanical. If I went to a high-school party, I was told to

come home if they started dancing. Course, I always lied about that
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SL:

and said, "Oh no, that—nobody danced." [Laughs]

Well, yeah.

[01:32:26] HF: But anyway—and to be honest about it, I had problems with

SL:

T™M:

that—of bein' unlike everybody else. And I also—one of my problems
with my family, father, especially, was he was always in the school
business, and I was always under the gun. It was just worse than
bein' a teacher—a preacher's kid because then you're not expected to
be good. [Laughs] You're all—everybody knows the preacher's kids
are the meanest kids in town. But the teacher's kids and principals
that handed out punishment for bein' tardy or for missin' school or for
doin' anything bad—my father was responsible for, all the time I was
growin' up. Until we moved to Nashville—that's one of the things I
loved about Nashville that I was no longer. Later on I went to college,
and he was the dean and therefore—and I was back in the same old
[phone rings] place again. Will they get that?

I hope so. We can pause.

I'm gonna stop.

[Tape stopped]

[01:34:03] SL: Okay. Yeah, we're talkin' about religion.

HF: Yeah.

SL: Now, this obviously was a big deal in your . . .

HF: Itwas. Isangin...

SL: . . upbringing.

HF: I sang in the church choir. All my children sang in the church choir.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

My wife taught Sunday school class. I taught a Sunday school class
one time. I was a deacon in the church. I was in charge of—I was
chairman of the committee that produced the anniversary celebration.
We had a yearlong celebration of the hundred and fiftieth year of the
Baptist church in Conway. Dr. Bill Flint was our pastor, who later
moved to Fayetteville. Well, he went to Danville, Virginia, and then he
came to Fayetteville and worked—he was a—he was the opposite of
my early pastor. He was more liberal in his thinking and in his . . .
Emphasis wasn't on sinand . . .
Emphasis was not . . .
... helland . ..

. . on hell. His emphasis was on leadin' the right life now.
"Go and sin no more."
So that appealed to me. [Laughs]

Yeah.

[01:35:54] HF: Now since that time, I have a—I don't say I no longer

believe, but I don't have the Sunday-school faith that I had. I don't go
to Boxley Baptist Church because they believe the earth is six
thousand years old, and so on. And they—the congregation here—I
just feel like I get along better by just givin' my money to worthy
causes. So it's not gonna say I dropped out completely, but I'm
[laughs], but I'm way—my—to tell you the truth, I'd have to say that
my God is a lot bigger than—now than it was then. I can't—I look

more to a bigger picture.
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SL: Well, it's probably one that you—until you've lived a while in that kind
of a—I mean, it sounds like it was pretty oppressive. I mean, you
were expected to . . .

HF: It was.

SL: ... dothisand that every. ..

HF: Oh,itwas...

SL: And each day of the week.

HF: Really. [Laughs] Really repressive. [Laughs]

[01:37:40] SL: Well, so—and I guess you probably went to vacation . . .

HF: ... Bible School.

SL: ...summer—like, Bible School.

HF: Oh yeah. Oh yeah.

SL: Maybe the Bible camps and . . .

HF: Mh-hmm.

SL: AndIguess...

HF: Yeah, I went to—let's see, we had it up at Siloam Springs.

SL: I've been there.

HF: At Baptist encampment. You've been there?

SL: Yeah, I've been there. Went there twice. As a Methodist.

HF: Yeah. [Laughter] My wife—the girl I married and became a Baptist
just because—well, I. ..

SL: Probably get along with the rest of the family.

[01:38:19] HF: I'll tell you a quick story. [Laughs] My—one time with

Mary Virginia and I were—had been—we were old enough to date, and
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we'd go to—her house was right on the way to our church. And we'd
stop and pick her up and then—and she'd ride with us. And then
sometimes—we'd walk home but—she and I would walk home, which
was about five blocks—six. But this one time, for some reason she
rode home, and we dropped her off at her house. And we drove on
home. And I member it just like it was yesterday, my daddy said,
"Hubert, Mary Virginia seems like an awfully nice girl. She is a

Methodist, isn't she?"

SL: Oh! [Laughs] Oh, man. Oh. I understand.

HF: I don't want to make him out a ogre, but I'm sayin' it was dyed in the
wool. [Laughs] Well, I believe if he hadn't gotten cancer he'd been
president of Ouachita.

SL: Is that right?

HF: He was asked to come interview. I don't know who it was that did the
askin', but about a week—just within weeks of that, he discovered that
he had cancer.

SL:  You know, faith is—should be a very private thing, I think, and when
it's dogmatized and prescribed and defined in such a way that it takes
away from each individual person, it becomes something else. You
know, the whole—this kind of—I mean, we see this kind of stuff
affecting and exciting and energizing crazy politics these days, too. I
mean, it's . ..

HF: Yeah.

SL: ...theyuseitasabaseof...
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HF:

SL:

Yeah.

. . . discrimination, you know. It'sa...

[01:41:17] HF: Well, course the—and speakin' of politics, the

Democrats—we liberals—they claim—most people claim it's a
black/white issue. You know, President Johnson said he gave the
South to the Republicans over the black/white laws, equal opportunity
laws. What solidified things in the deep South is right to life. When
you say abortion—when you say you're for abortion—you see Hillary
dancin' around it and talkin' about unborns and so on and so forth.
It's—abortion is a big wedge within the Democratic Party now. That's
the reason that we're losin'—not—I mean, that's the reason we're
losin' state by state. I'm not sayin' we're gonna lose nationally, but

I'm sayin' we're losin' state by state.

[01:43:06] SL: So—and that also kind of crosses over into states' rights

as opposed to federal.

TM: Hey, Scott, can we—I need to wipe that cheek just a little bit—just a
little bit on the side of the camera.

SL: Okay. Isthatit?

TM: Yeah.

SL: Okay. Allright.

TM: Yep. Looks good. Thanks.

SL: Imean...

HF: Well ...

SL:  You know what I'm saying . . .

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 52

Arkansas Memories Project, Hubert Ferguson Interview, April 19, 2016
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

Yeah, I tell . ..
It's just . ..
. . . you another quick story.

Kay.

[01:43:40] HF: I'm a military retiree because I had four—I had the

equivalent of four years of active-duty service—or right at four, and
the rest in National Guard service. I was in a unit that was called out
in 1957. My job was to feed the troops that kept the Little Rock Nine.
They closed the school. My battalion commander was Colonel
Johnson, and I was his what they call S-4. I was on his staff. I didn't
give it a second thought when I got the telephone call and said,
"You're to report. The governor's called us out, and we're goin' to
Little Rock." I jumped in my uniform, called my driver, and we took
off. Now you know, I've thought many times, that's what the German
soldier said. "Well, when the fuhrer called, I jumped in my uniform
and took off." I don't believe we would've put anybody in a gas oven.

Have you ever been to Auschwitz?

SL:  No.

HF: I wanted to make a trip and did. That's somethin' else. But anyway,
that was states' rights, but states' rights has been battled back and
forth and still is bein' battled back and forth.

SL: Exactly.

HF: And a big part of it has to do with religion.

SL: Yeah. And you know, whatever happened to separation of church and
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HF:

state? I mean. ..

Yeah. I mean—I don't know.

[01:46:19] SL: Well, so I guess growin' up, someone always said grace at

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

the dinner table?

Oh yeah.

Did the family take turns?

Mh-hmm. Held hands around the table.

Uh-huh. And were you expected to cite Bible and verse or did you
just—what—did each . . .

No, no, you just prayed.

Just "Bless this food" and that sort of thing—the typical short-term—
short prayer?

Mostly, they'd say grace. You're grateful for this and for that and
bein' . ..

Which in and of itself, is a good thing, but to make it dogmatic . . .
Yeah.

. is a different thing, don't you think? I mean. ..

[01:47:09] HF: Well, we—nobody said the same prayer twice.

SL:  Okay.

HF: We didn't say "Bless this food to the nourishment of our body and us
to thy service," like most Methodists do. [Laughter]

SL: Right. [Laughter] Oh.

HF: My wife was a Methodist, where you say Methodist, Methodist,
Methodist till I die. But the book she had on her reading table is titled
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SL:

HF:

Loving Kindness. And it—practically all stories of—in the Eastern
religious traditions. And it's still there. I left it there 'cause that
described her pretty well. But anyway, the—my thoughts have
changed. I think gotten bigger and better, but others would say—you
know, Bill Flint preached a sermon one time about feeding the five
thousand. And it dad-gum near got him churched. He said, "The
miracle is not that he could multiply the bread. The miracle is that
what he said filled their soul." Damn [/laughs] near cost him his job.
Unbelievable.

And I—that's when I started throwin' up my hands.

[01:49:38] SL: Yeah. Well, now tell me how you came into the army. How

did that happen?

HF: I came into the army because I was at that age that was gonna be real
iffy. I was gonna be drafted, or I could volunteer and try to choose
what I wanted to do.

SL: Yeah.

HF: And so chose to join the army and go to the—by that time, it—all the
army—the services thought they had enough boots on the ground.
What we needed was to plan for the future and to put people where
they'd best fit. World War II was the first time—this is not new to you,
probably, but it was the first time that the government ever used any
kind of test . . .

SL: Okay.

HF: ... to place anybody anywhere.
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SL:

No, I was not aware of that.

[01:50:49] HF: That's—that was the first time. They'd never. ..

SL:

HF:

SL:

Kind of an aptitude test.

They'd just developed—they'd just started developing aptitude tests
and IQ tests and whatnot. And so I joined the army specialized
training program, which sent me to sc—to LSU for one semester and
then it—the program closed down. They said, "Wait a minute, we've
made a mistake. We've lost more people than what we thought. And

so we're gonna—we're gonna close it down." And I—they sent me to
Fort Benning, Georgia, to take basic infantry training. [01:51:32] And
I—then they—I did that. And then seven, six, seven weeks, they sent
me to the 86th Infantry Division, which it had been organized a lot
earlier and had been furnishin' replacement troops—trainin' 'em and
then sendin' 'em to Europe or Japan, wherever they needed 'em the
most. Then they decided to build a complete new division with these
college-eligible people. And the theory was—and it was true—we
could—on the whole, you had to have a—you had to pass the aptitude
test and the IQ test that you were eligible to go to officer training
school. You were eligible to be commissioned. Now that didn't mean
you were gonna be commissioned because they didn't have a—they
didn't need that many lieutenants. What they needed was privates

and PFCs.

Okay.

[01:52:50] HF: Anyway, I was the last—we were out in California training
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to amphibious boat training. We were gonna be the first troops to try
to take Japan. And then the Battle of the Bulge happened, and

overnight they changed us . ..

SL: To the European Theater.

HF: We got—we drew woolen everything and got on a train, and six days
later we were in Boston, Massachusetts. Three or four days later, we
were on a boat, and we got off at Le Havre and went straight into
Germany.

SL: What year was this?

HF: This is 1945.

SL: Kay.

HF: We were the last—86th infantry division was the last full division to be
deployed overseas, and the first one to come home.

SL:  Well, that was a blessing.

HF: Now try that on.

SL: Yeah.

HF: And the reason therefore was because we were gonna be shipped—
brought back out . . .

SL: To the Pacific theater.

HF: We'd been under fire. We knew what was supposed to be—knowing
what we were doin' in Europe where it was just about over when we
got there.

SL: Right.

HF: And came back, and we were gonna be first over here. And then they

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 57

Arkansas Memories Project, Hubert Ferguson Interview, April 19, 2016
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

dropped the bomb. And people tell me, "Oh, they shouldn't have
dropped that bomb." I said, "That's not right." [Laughs]

SL: Yeah, I don't know what the numbers are on how many lives it saved,
but you know—well, that's—that ended up being pretty good for you,
then.

[01:55:06] HF: Yeah, yeah. What I did, I joined the National Guard. I
always said I'd—I would never put on another uniform when I got out,
but by the time I got out I was a—what you'd call a staff sergeant,
first three-grader.

SL:  Okay.

HF: The National Guard—after I'd been out—see, I got married—I knew
when I was gonna get out, and I married Mary Virginia a month later
or had wedding invitations already out and everything. I was still in
uniform. But anyway, town married gown, and we had a nice wedding
and no money, but [SL laughs] anyway, I was drawin' $115 a month,
and I was offered—a friend of mine said, "We're initiating Company G
at 153rd infantry regiment, which used to be in Conway, prior to the
war." And said, "We're gonna start up again," and said, "If you'll join,"
said, "I'd almost guarantee you a commission 'cause you were first
three-grader," and so on and so forth.

[01:56:37] SL: Kay.

HF: And he said—I said, "What does it pay?" He told me. As a
lieutenant—I said, "Man, that'd pay my insurance." By that time I had

one child, and so I joined. And I stayed with it for sixteen or
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SL:

seventeen years, and sure enough, I had to—never took a vacation—
couldn't take my family on a vacation 'cause I had to go to camp every
year. But I got paid every three months, and it did pay—it helped pay
the bills—paid my insurance bills. And I never thought I'd live to see
the day 'cause you don't think about that when you're startin' out. But
anyway, I stayed with it long enough to retire, militarily retire. And
now not only am I double-dippin’, but I get military retirement. I
ended up as a major, so I get paid a retirement pay—not full pay, as if
I'd had twenty years of active service. But the points that I
accumulated end up to where I'm—it's probably payin' me over a
thousand dollars a month.

Yeah.

[01:58:22] HF: And Mary Virginia had open-heart surgery and they—do

you know about TRICARE For Life?

SL: Oh—yeah, a little bit.

HF: That's a part of the military retirement . . .

SL: Yeah.

HF: ... function. And I've had one major operation that cost I don't know
how much—but anyway, that's—I've got the best health insurance in
the world—I mean, in the US, which nowadays is very, very important.

SL:  Oh!

HF: People change jobs just for their health insurance.

SL: That's right.

HF: They don't care what they're doin'. If they've got better health
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

insurance, they'll change jobs.
Yeah, people quit—don't consider retiring because . . .
Yeah
. . of health insurance . . .
Yeah.
. . . that they have.
Yeah. Can't quit.
Can't quit.

Can't quit. I've got to keep my insurance.

[01:59:24] SL: That's right. So do—just briefly, back at your time in

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

Europe—did you—were you ever under fire?
Was ever I what?
Under fire . . .
Yeah. Oh yeah.

. . when you were in Europe?
Oh yeah. Yeah. Yeah, we went through—that was Hagen, Germany.
I don't know if you—if that means anything to you or not, but what
was happening toward the last was we were in such a hurry to try to
get to Berlin that we bypassed all kind of pockets. And so the—so
then we were—that was part of our job—I ended up in a unit that
paddled across the Danube River and the Inn River in assault boats.

We didn't—we came under fire, but not intense. But. ..

[02:00:34] SL: Y'all were kind of moppin' up . ..

HF:

Yeah.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

. . . the places that got missed.

That's right. I was within, oh, two or three hours' drive from ?Barris's
Garden? when the war was over. When we came home and they
dropped the bomb, most of my unit went to the Philippines so the
people that had—soldiers that had been over there could come home.
But I got—I had a ailment that I was inclined to get. I had it at least
three times while I was in the army, and that was strep throat. For
some reason or other, that just—anyway, I ended up—didn't go to the
Philippines, but I had to serve over here. [02:01:34] Mary Virginia is
the biggest part of my life. She went—first year she went to Hendrix.
Second year she went to Randolph Macon, which is a women's college
in Virginia.

Yep.

And the third year she went to UCA with me. And the fourth year she
went to—I got a big idea—I wanted to go back and see the world, see
all the world, Europe and whatever. So I was—had the idea I was—
and I was always interested in history and politics, so I decided I
wanted to be a foreign service officer, career foreign service officer.
So of course, under the GI Bill, I chose to go to George Washington
University. And I went up there one year. And I liked Washington
fine. I guess I was—'s a little too big for me, but anyway, I was there
at the wrong time. The MacArthur hearings were just gettin' started.

Wow.

[02:03:24] HF: And I said to myself and to her, "Sweetie, I don't—I'm not
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

cut out for this. I—if what I'm reading—what magazines I'm reading
are gonna make me ineligible for a job, I don't want to work." I talked
to Brooks Hays.
Yeah.
And my—her family was always pretty political. Big Democrats. Her
uncle was a—was on the Arkansas Supreme Court.
Now what was her maiden name?
Ruby Robins . . .
Robins. Okay.

. . was her uncle. Her dad—her father's name was Frank Robins. He
was a junior—Frank Robins, Jr. I went to work for him.
So...

. . when we came back.

[02:04:30] SL: What kind of—I mean, didn't you end up doing—running a

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:
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print facility or . . .
Yeah, yeah.
.SO ...
I printed . . .
Now, how did that come about?
Well, back in those days—course, it was all hot metal. You know what
I mean when I say hot metal? Linotype machines and you set slugs
and use matrixes. Matrix.
Matrix.

Matrix. Andso. ..
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SL:

HF:

SL:

These are big, heavy machines.
That's right.

Yeah.

[02:05:11] HF: And so what we did was—you had to have quite a few

people to produce an eight-page paper. The Log Cabin Democrat

became a daily in 1908. That's real early . . .

SL: Yeah. For...

HF: ... for Arkansas.

SL: And a daily's a big deal, too.

HF: Yeah, that was a big deal. But anyway, that was a—my wife and her
brother would've been fourth generation. My children would've been
the fifth generation. Anyway . ..

SL:  You mean for the Log Cabin Democrat.

HF: Yeah.

SL:  Yeah.

HF: Yeah. But the Log Cabin Democrat operated as one company and was
owned by family members. But it was operated as one company, but
it was one business. But it was two operations. Newspaper side and
the commercial-printing side. There's not too many people that had
enough equipment to do both. And we had—my father-in-law was
pretty big in the—he—well, he liked politics, and he was—he fooled
with it some. Anyway, we had a state printing contract that we
printed for the state. If it fell under a certain classification, we—you
bid on it every two years. And then if the job for, let's say, for the
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SL:

state department of education, if what they wanted printed fell under a
classification of a book pamphlet or whatever else—I've forgotten
now—but then we got the job. And so that's who—that's where I
spent my time, was commercial printing. Now my father-in-law died.

I went to work there in [19]49, and he died in [19]59, I believe it was.
So I was ten years under him. But—course, you're not guaranteed a
printing contract, and you'd bid on 'em every two years. And we lost
the printing contract, which was about—at least 50, 60 percent of our
business.

So...

[02:08:26] HF: Commercial business.

SL: Contract—this contract was awarded during the Faubus adminstrations
or...

HF: Before—yeah, well . ..

SL:  Or even before.

HF: It was awarded ever since the constitution.

SL: Oh. [Laughs] That far back.

HF: The Arkansas constitution . . .

SL:  Wow.

HF: . . was—is—was it—was—did—you know, the Arkansas constitution,
unlike the United States constitution—it is longer than and is more
explicit than. But anyway—but luckily enough, about that time the
Rust Belt companies were comin' south for the cheaper wages, and the
business was pickin' up, and we got several new industries in Conway
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that brought their home office to Conway, which meant that we had a
good chance. We had to compete with other printers, but not very
many other printers because there was no—there was only one other
real small printer in Conway besides us. And we had four or five new
industries with home offices in Conway. And that was the way—and
by that time, I had—my children were out of school—out of college.
And I had two sons, and they each went to work and one of them—I

think you know my middle son died just last month. Sixty . ..

SL:  Now what . ..

HF: Sixty-five. Bill.

[02:10:6] SL: What are your children's names?

HF: John Ferguson is the oldest and Bill Ferguson and then Francie. So
John and Bill . . .

SL: I'm sorry for your loss.

HF: ... both worked with me. By that time, we were into the fourth or
fifth generation, and we had—well, how do I put this? I guess we
were havin' cousins, uncles, aunts, and brothers-in-law problems.

SL: 'Kay.

HF: Itwasn't. ..

SL: That happens.

HF: That happens.

SL:  Yeah.

[02:11:18] HF: And we decided—well, they—we didn't all decide at one
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

Fayetteville—Bob Nichols.
Yes.
Nichol Hill.
Yes, yes. I—he went—I went to high school with Bob.
He's one of the cousins.
Okay.
And his brother, Chuck . . .
Yeah.
. is one of 'em.
Yeah.
His brother, Frank, was one of 'em. Well, they didn't get mad. They
just said, "We want out. We'd rather have money as interest, so . . .

Okay.

[02:12:06] HF: And that went on that way with some other aunts and so

on and so forth. So it ended up finally dividin' the business. And Mary
Virginia and I—by that time she and I had as much stock as anybody,
but no more than what her brother had. But he was the one that was

interested in the newspaper.

SL: 'Kay.

HF: And was not interested in—I wasn't . . .

SL: In the commercial services.

HF: ... foolin' and we—you can't have two people that is—especially as
different as we were, runnin' one [laughs] newspaper. So we
divided—and the business and settled up. The newspaper was worth
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

at that time a lot more than the commercial-printing business was.
Neither one of 'em are today worth what they [/laughs] once were. We
got out at a good time. We didn't get out—we didn't get completely
out of the commercial business. My grandson has about—where I
used to have, oh, between fifteen and twenty, he's got four or five.
You're talkin' percentage or . . .

No, talk—employees.

Oh, employees. Oh, my gosh.

Yeah.

Soit's—so ...

[02:13:55] HF: The printing business [laughs] is like the buggy-whip

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

business. There's not much demand for 'em.

Well, everything's online now.

Everything's online and every—hell, you've got a better printer at your
house than [SL laughs] a lot of—printing companies are a thing of the
past, nearly.

Well . ..

You gotta find a niche.

[02:14:17] SL: So back when it was either gu—you were talkin' about

HF:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

dividing or splitting the businesses. So you took the printing business
and . ..

Mh-hmm.

So you've just—I mean, did you ever have any say with the Log Cabin

Democrat? 1 mean. ..
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HF:

SL:

HF:

Oh yeah. Oh yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. ButI didn't—I—as far as the
day-to-day, sayin', "We're gonna run this" or "We're—this is our best
story today," or whatnot. I—that—I wasn't in that loop at all. But
we—I was in the loop that was tryin' to pay the billsand . . .

Yeah.

. . . keep things goin'.

[02:15:09] SL: So was the Log Cabin Democrat basically a liberal paper

or kind of give me a . ..

HF: No, it was a—yeah, I would say . . .

SL: Moderateor. ..

HF: It was a Democrat—Democratic—tended to be more liberal than the
community at large, but it was—we didn't have any Harry Ashmores.

SL: Well, I just remember when I told Senator Pryor that I was gonna get
to interview you, he said that you were—the Log Cabin Democrat was
always fair to him, so . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ...Igottheimpression y'all had an even keel, that it was never . . .

HF: Yeah, we—I remember there was one race that we were for—when I
say, "We," I'm—we ordinarily didn't endorse a candidate. We didn't do
like the—I wanna s—I'm anxious to see what the Gazette's gonna do
[laughs]—who they're gonna endorse for [laughs]—but anyway, the
only time that David Pryor ran that I remember that I personally didn't
campaign—didn't work for him or support him was when—in the . . .

SL:  McClellan?
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HF:

SL:

.. . Jim Guy Tucker race, I believe it was.

Oh.

[02:17:28] HF: Yeah. It—Jim Guy was more [laughs]—well, I don't

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

know, I guess. More my age or somethin'. Anyway, I remember [SL
laughs]—the story I was gonna tell you about—and this is the one that
I don't know whether I ought to tell or not, but anyway, one of my
good friends is nhamed Wayne Hampton.

Okay.

And Wayne was a Faubus appointee to the State Highway Department,
State Game and Fish Department.

Yeah.

Well regarded by Mr. Faubus and had—was—served in the Arkansas
legislature at least two or three terms.

Terms. Okay.

[02:18:16] HF: So he's well known, well regarded. He was on the bank

board down at Stuttgart.

SL: Kay.

HF: And so they were havin' a Senate race and guess what? At the board
meeting they passed around a piece of paper—the chairman passed
around a piece of paper that said, "Mr. Witt would like you to know
that his nephew's runnin' for the Senate, and he'd like for you to sign
the paper and just put your—amount of money that you want to
contribute [SL laughs] out to the side."

SL: You're talkin' about Ray Thornton, now.
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HF: Huh?

[02:19:04] SL: Are you talkin' about Ray Thornton?

HF: Yeah, yeah.

SL: Ray Thornton. Yeah.

HF: Yeah. So I'm—Mr. Witt Stephens, I'm talkin' about.

SL:  Yeah.

HF: So they pass around a paper. Wayne didn't sign it and didn't put any
money down. So the next day he got a call. And he said, "Wayne,
that paperwork didn't get by you, did it?" "Yeah," he said, "I"—said, "I
never did believe in"—said, "Tell you the truth," said, "I've been
committed to David Pryor for a long time." And he said, "I just don't

believe in puttin' money on both places." The next day he got a call
from Mr. Witt. [SL laughs] And said, "Wayne," I said, "I—you know,"
he said, in effect, "I put you on the board. I can take you off." And
Wayne said, "Well, Mr. Witt, whatever you think's best, you just—I

know that's what you'll do." Well, two weeks later they got a notice of
special meeting of the board, and they had a meeting that had an
amendment to the bylaws that they were gonna decrease the number
of board members by one.

SL:  Whoal

[02:20:46] HF: And guess who didn't get elected? [Laughs]

SL: Yeah, yeah. Hmm.

HF: So he goes down the street, takes his money and puts it down in the

bank down there, and course, they elect him to the board [/laughs]
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

down there.

Put him back on.

And David beats . . .

Jim Guy. It—I mean, itwas. ..

No, not Jim Guy—the—this was the—Witt's . . .

Ray Thornton.

. . . kinfolks.

Yeah, that was Ray Thornton.

Ray. Yeah.

Well, it was a three-way race, and there was a primary, and they
essentially all got 33 percent, but Jim Guy in the primary—in the last
couple of hours, the vote count just squeezed out Ray. So it became
between Jim Guy and DP, and you know, DP got most of . . .

Well, he lost—Wayne lost his seat over it. [Laughs]

[02:21:43] SL: Well, you know, it's an honorable thing.

HF: Hmm?

SL:  Stick to your guns. Loyal.

HF: That's what he said. He said, "You put me—he put me on, he can take
me off." [Laughs]

SL: Yeah. Yeah.

HF: But I wouldn't tell that 'cause that'd make him look like—he called me
one time and . ..

SL:  Who, Witt?

HF: Wittdidand. ..
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

Yeah.

. . wanted me to commit to helpin'—oh, what the heck is his name
over there in Perry County—Paul Van Dalsem.
Okay.
He was a—I hemmed and hawed and hemmed and hawed, and I said,
"Now." He said, "Now, Hubert"—I said, "Well," I said, "I know he's a
friend of yours," and I said, "He's"—but I said, "You know, this boy
that's runnin' against him"—I said, "I'll think about it, but I'm not
gonna commit." "You're not gonna help me?" I said, "I said I'd think
about it, but I'm not gonna commit." I never did hear from him again.

[Laughs] 1 never was offered any job, either. [Laughs]

[02:23:26] SL: So you got out of the printing business.

HF: So what happened was . . .

SL: Justrightatthe. ..

HF: What happened was we'd been through this uncles and aunts thing
and kind of a difficult time—had—all the kids were grown and whatnot.
And Mary Virginia and I decided that we wanted to do somethin'
different. She was always outdoorsy. You know, she was a counselor,
Girl Scout counselor, from the time she was a teen and ended up bein'
chairman of the Ouachita Girl Scout Council. It's a whole schmeer.
But anyway, we had—one of my good friends was named Harold
Alexander. He worked for the Game and Fish Commission.

SL: Kay.

HF: I met him because I was—at that time I was printing a booklet for
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SL:

them, for the game and fish commission.

Kay.

[02:24:48] HF: Anyway—see, we—part of our honeymoon we spent canoeing

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

on the Spring River, and so we've been foolin' with rivers and creeks
and mountains and whatnot for a long time. And so when we—we'd
made a little money and saved a little money. And I'd bought a farm
out there near Conway and sold it for a little profit. But we'd been
fishin' and floatin' Buffalo since 1947. And we'd met these people
that—and we were very, very knowledgeable about dammin' the
Buffalo—about the plan to dam the Buffalo, and we were against it.
Anyway, Mary Virginia rode the bus. She and John—son John rode the
bus to Washington—testified against the dams and for the national
park—national river. It's not a national park. Anyway, we got the
opportunity to buy some land up here. We met this couple, Harold
and Margaret Hedges . . .

You bet. On the Hailstone.

You know them or you . . .

Well, I...

You know about 'em.

Yeah.

[02:26:52] HF: You know, we've raised over $50,000 for that fu—for that

scholarship. That's pretty good.

SL: That's great.
HF: For people that came down here from Kansas. [Laughs] Anyway,
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we've . . .

SL: Soyou—so...

HF: They helped us find this place where we are today and where we had
lunch.

SL:  Yep.

HF: And we bought that in nineteen—about 1970—early [19]70s. And
then [19]72 they passed the law.

SL: River. Yeah.

HF: And Orval—I knew Orval pretty well. Mary Virginia and I went to his
funeral.

SL: He was a smart guy, wasn't he?

HF: Yeah, he was. He told me his mistake, and he said it's a mistake
practically every politician makes. He said, "Stay one term too long."
[SL laughs] Anyway, we bought this property thinkin' that what—
someday we would retire to it, and then when we got the opportunity
to divide the business, we decided, well, we'll just—if we're gonna do
that, we'll just—this business can't support three families. Three—two
of 'em had two children, the other had three. I said, "As long as I'm
here, I'm gonna be boss. [SL laughs] And I can't be boss and—
without bein' paid. So I said, "Let's"—I never will forget—I called
Harold, and Mary Virginia and I'd been—oh, we've been goin' through
the books lookin' to see [laughs] how much money we could come up
with to live on or whatnot.

SL: Right.
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[02:29:45] HF: I said, "Harold, I've been figurin' and figurin' and figurin'."

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

I said, "If a man didn't owe a quarter, could you come to Boxley and
live on $500 a month?" He—"Like a king," he said. [Laughter] Can
you imagine?

Yeah. Like a king.

Can you imagine?

Oh, boy.

That might pay my light bill and [unclear word] bill and [laughter]—
anyway, we thought, "Man, if you could like a king on five hundred.
Well, we would live like a queen on less." But anyway [SL laughs], we
moved—our last day was July 1980, and we've been up here ever
since. And the boys took over, and we had a—I thought, a real honest
but smart lawyer that 'rranged the transaction tax free so we could sell
it to them.

Right.

So the kids—that—two boys—we settled with them on the business
and Francie—we had a little—some real estate, and we ended up givin'
her—tryin' to equalize that. Course, she got rookie-dooed some, but
they always do and—but that's the way we got up here and made—
through our conservation. [02:32:12] I wanted to—I took a course in
sophomore readings at Hendrix. It met once a week for four hours.
And Dr. Thompson taught it and was—we started with Plato and came
up—or you might say we came down but. [Laughter]

Yeah. Yeah.
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HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

Anyway [SL laughs]—and I thought all the—we had to read one book a
week, and of course, there were only two adults in the course and I—
we never opened our mouth. We were just. ..

Auditing?

Auditing it.

Yeah.

And—but it reawakened me to all the good books that I hadn't read.
He was able to put things together in such a way that kind of made

sense to what I was doin'. Time was passin'. I was, too. [Laughs]

[02:33:36] SL: When you bought into the property here, what was the

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

rest of the valley community like? I mean, was there—or the—were
you welcomed into the community as . . .
No.
. . @S newcomers or . . .
No.
. . . did it take a long time to assimilate . . .
Yeah, yeah.

. into the culture here?

[02:33:57] HF: Yeah. Well, I know this'll be redacted, but I'll tell you a

true story.
SL: Okay.
HF: My near neighbor was Bill Duty.
SL: Kay.
HF: He was born and raised in this house, but he had built or moved into a
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

little trailer down the road here.

Kay.

There'd been three deaths, and no estate had been settled.

Kay.

When he would drive by after he found out that Mary Virginia and I
had bought that . . .

The homestead.

What we call the Doy place down here.

Oh, okay.

He'd drive by. He'd be lookin' the other way. He'd never look—
acknowledge me whatsoever. But his maiden aunt died, and the
relatives said, "We want to settle. We just—it's been three
generations now. We want to get somethin' out of the farm." I found
out about that. Anyway, I ended up with a deal to—that he would talk
to me because I knew that they were fixin' to have a lawsuit if he
didn't do somethin'. So I offered him money, and I offered him
acreage that he could have his own place, but I'd have this, and he'd
have twelve, fifteen acres out here. And he took me up on it.

Yeah.

[02:35:55] HF: And we later became really, really good friends. And I

asked him after we did become friends—I asked him—I said, "Bill [SL
laughs], how come it was when we first came up here, that when
you'd drive by, you just never did see me. You were always lookin'

the other way." [SL laughs] He said, "Well, I'll tell you, Hubert." He
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SL:

HF:

SL:

said, "I had a uncle," and he said, "I was talkin' to him when them
newcomers first started comin' up here. And I'd askin' him about 'em,
and he said, 'Bill, the way I've got it figured,' he said, 'If you'll treat
those newcomers like a shit-ass, you won't mistreat 3 percent of 'em.""
[Laughter] 1 said, "Well, that's probably pretty plain." [Laughter]

Now you wanna [/laughs] redact that now [Laughter] or you wanna
wait?

Well, we may send you a copy of it so you'll have it.

[Laughter] But that's the gospel truth if I ever told it.

Yeah.

[02:37:26] HF: Another guy told me—said, "Well, here we—you can come

here," but he said, "you won't make no money, and you won't make
no friends." I said, "Well, I don't know. I've never been anyplace I
couldn't make a friend, I don't think." And I said, "I want—what little
money I'm gonna have, I'm gonna bring with me." But I have made
some good friends. I've hiked with the—from the top to the bottom.
I've hiked with people that went barefooted every step through these
hills. Barefooted. And I've hiked with Helen Walton. I mean, I don't
see—the world's the same, it's just how you see it. But it's—I'd been a
dead man a long time ago had I not mo—I was playin'—you know, I

was tryin' to do too much, goin' to too many meetings.

SL: Too much stress.

HF: High blood pressure.

SL:  Yep.
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HF: Family stresses.

SL: Yep. Where are we on time?

TM: Scott, we're sittin' about an hour. Yep.

SL: Let's take a break.

[Tape stopped]

[02:39:08] SL: You know—well, first of all, we're just gettin' back from
another break. And we touched upon some stuff. We touched upon
your military experiences . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... and your religious experiences and the printing business. By the
way, what was the name of the printing company?

HF: Conway Printing Company.

SL: Conway Printing Company. See, I should've gotten that right off. A
little bit about the Log Cabin Democrat. Some—few little—Witt
Stephens—some political stories. There's lots of Witt Stephens stories.
[Laughter] So I wouldn't worry too much about 'em, but he was to be
reckoned with in the world of politics. I know that.

HF: Now, what was this?

SL:  Witt Stephens.

HF: Yeah.

SL: And Jack, I guess. Both of 'em.

HF: Oh, what are you talkin' about? They said he was tougher. Was he?

SL: Idon't know.

HF: You don't know?
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[02:40:04] SL: I never really had any experience with them, but just

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

from what I've heard. You know, I guess a word to describe that time
were king-makers, essentially. If you had their blessing, a lot of
things opened up for you.
See, the only reason that I would take out that about Wayne Hampton
is that that's not my place to tell his business.
Yeah.
He'd—Wayne told me that—he didn't say, "Don't tell anybody." ButI
know damn good . . .
He told itin . . .

..and well . ..

. in confidence.

. . . he didn't go around the country tellin' people that, "This is what
Mr. Witt did to me." He didn't do that. He wasn't a—you know, he
wasn't a whiner, and it didn't bother him a bit that he wasn't on that
board. He'd been on enough—he had enough goin' on without that.
His son is Rick Hampton, who David Pryor appointed to the Game and
Fish Commission.
M'kay.
David would remember him, I know. Rick Hampton.

Okay, I'll mention that to him.

[02:41:25] HF: T'll tell you one quick story. [Laughs] We—one time Mr.
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SL:

Yeah, we're rollin'.

HF: Okay. This is a true story, also.

SL: You can take as long as you want.

HF: Now [/aughs], this is a true story if I ever told it. We were on the train
goin' to Southwest Arkansas. And they were opening up a cement
plant, and they organized a special train, and all the big shots and
would-be big shots—we were all on the train goin' down there to—
what is the name of that little old town where they built that cement
plant?

SL: In South Arkansas?

HF: Yeah, southwest—down towards . . .

TM: Mena?

SL: Texarkana? El Dorado?

HF: Down toward Texarkana. But anyway . ..

SL: Arkadelphia, maybe?

HF:  No.

SL:  No.

HF: It's smaller than that. Anyway, I don't know whether it's even still
operating or not. Wayne and I were—we were talkin'. We were on the
train together. He said, "Hubert," he said, "By God," he said, "it's"—
said, "If this damn thing run off the rails, it'd set the state of Arkansas
ahead twenty years." [Laughter]

SL: Ahead twenty years.

HF: Yeah. [Laughter]
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SL: That's funny. That's funny. [HF laughs] Well, it's probably true.
[02:43:10] HF: Probably was. [Laughter] One time we were goin' to Fort
Smith. An old boy up there had—he was in the sand-and-gravel
business. Big. He said, "This is another occasion"—I member we flew

up there in a state highway plane or state police plane. I don't know
which it was. Anyway, it was one of the other—might've been a Game
and Fish plane. I don't know. Anyways, a free ride. He says, "This is
another one of them damn deals." He said, "Place might be better off
[laughs] if we's out of here."

[02:44:13] SL: Well, it sounds like you had a close relationship with
Wayne.

HF: Yeah, we did have. Well, we were good buddies. We knew a lot of
same people. He knew my Grandpa Beeble.

SL:  Ah.

HF: He told me one time—he said, "Hubert," he said, "I might not ought to
tell you this," but he said, "I saw your grandpa dad-gum near beat a
nigger to death." I said, "What? Wayne, are you serious?" He said,
"I'm tellin' you what." He said, "Hubert," he said, "this is pretty rough
country. My daddy was one of 'em." He said he's—there's a lot of
people down there that'd tell you that Mr. Hampton was hard to deal
with. But anyway he said, "This Black man worked for him, and he did
somethin' wrong. I don't know what it was." But he said, "I'm talkin'
about he was on a big, old tall horse." And he said, "He grabbed

that—he grabbed a whip," and he said, "he whipped that nigger." 1
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said, "You mean he whipped him with a whip?" "I'm tellin' you he
whipped him with a whip." He must've had some sort of temper. 1

don't know.

[02:45:42] SL: You know—course, I hear a lot of segregation stories . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: . . and we've done interviews around Helena and the Elaine Race
Riot. I don't know if you know much about it, but it—you know, the
National Guard was . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: . . called out to that. This is 1919, I think. Long time ago. And they
don't even know how many African American . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... families were wiped out during that. But then apparently, the
railroad track that parallels the Mississippi River there in the Delta. I—
there might be, like, a dozen or more known lynchings that just kind of
follow that railroad track . . .

HF:  Hmm.

SL: . ..through the Delta. I mean, did you ever see any kind violence or
suppression—threatening situations through all this? I mean, it's—you
know, I still think it happens today.

HF: No. No, I didn't. I was too late. They had about a—by the time I was
big enough to—old enough to know anything about that, most
everything settled down and left. You've read the [19]27 flood, hadn't
you? The book?
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SL:

No, but . ..

HF: The Great Flood or whatever they call it.

SL: Yeah, James Carville told me one time that's his favorite book.

HF: Yeah, it's a—that's a must read. The National Guard and the Red
Cross were called out to make the Blacks stay on the levee. Wouldn't
let 'em leave.

SL: It changed everything, didn't it—that flood. I mean, there was . ..

[02:48:01] HF: Herbert Hoover, you know, was president, I mean, of the

Red Cross, and that catapulted him to the presidency. He used that
occasion to take charge of things. And course, he took charge, all
right, but he did all the wrong things. But to talk about Wayne and
South Arkansas and the hunting, D. H. Ward, David H. Ward, who

owned Ward School Bus . . .

SL:  Okay.

HF: . . which is the biggest manufacturer in Conway.

SL: It's a Conway thing. Yeah.

HF: He liked to hunt and fish, and he had—he'd take some of his key

employees down to South Arkansas. He had a friend down there that
was in the penitentiary business. He was—ran the pen. And they had
set up camp down there on a point on the White River, and they'd use
those prisoners for camp cooks and clean up and whatnot. I think
that's illegal now, but anyway, everybody did it then, back then. But
he found a place down there, about twenty-two hundred acres that he

rented $500 a year. This was forty, fifty years ago.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

That's a pretty hefty little price, actually. It wasn't. ..

That was a long time ago, but it was cheap.

Yeah.

[02:50:05] HF: Anyway, about the—maybe it was just forty years ago

SL:

now, but might've been fifty. Anyway, about the second year he had
it—had some of his employees down there, and they were doin' things
they weren't supposed to, like gettin' into this boat with a loaded gun,
and it fell over, hit a wave and fell over. Didn't turn the boat over, but
it knocked the gun down, and it went off and shot the—shot this old
boy right through the hip. And a ordinary man would've died, but he—
they lucked out and got him to a doctor about ten or twelve miles
away. So he wanted to—he lost heart with that place. It cost him
probably a million dollars before it was all over to take care of that—he
was crippled for life.

Yeah.

[02:51:13] HF: So he wanted to get rid of it—the responsibility of it, and

he asked me—his son was a friend of mine. Maybe he was younger
than I am, but I was a lot younger than D. H., but older than his son,
Charles. So he asked me if I wanted to take it over, and I said, "Yeah,
I'll take it over. I'd be glad to, but I'd be one condition—that is, I
decide who the members are." And he said, "Well, if you'll decide that
I get five members." I said, "I'll do that. I'll be in charge. You'll have
five members. I'll have myself and four members, but we'll all be one

club." "You got it." That lasted about five years, and then he said, "I
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SL:

don't need five. Can you get somebody to take it?" and so on and so
forth. So the—one of the first members I chose was Wayne Hampton,
and he had the best deer huntin' in the world right where he lived, but
he didn't have the turkeys. And he knew that country down there.
I'm talkin' about Big Island. That's where their camp was.

Kay.

[02:52:37] HF: Which is a whole nother new deal—whole nother deal.

But anyway, I organized the camp down there. That was the first
turkey I ever killed was down there. First wild turkey I ever saw was
down there. We'd take our families down there—you know, just to
spend the night. We had a—had an old house boat down there.
[Laughs] Wayne and I fought to keep that lock and dam from bein'
built at the mouth of the White River. They built one down there—
after the project was twenty years old, they decided they needed
another lock and dam down there 'cause they couldn't get—at times,
they couldn't get up river with as many barges as they thought they
ought to. Anyway, we—hell, we did a lot of things. We went to
Washington and went and talked to the assistant chief to the assistant

chief of the—whatever.

SL: Right.

HF: It was a woman. And by gosh, she listened, and she delayed it at
least two years. They don't—hell, their big problem is they've got too
much water, more than they have [laughs]—more times than they
have not enough. They won't admit it, but that's the gospel truth.
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SL:

HF:

That's the end result.

Anyway, we fought that and lost that battle. We've lost about as

many as we won, but . ..

[02:54:55] SL: So did your father teach you to hunt or shoot?

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

No.

Where did you pick that up?

No, we never had a gun in our house, growin' up.

M'kay.

I bought the first shotgun I ever had after I was married.
Okay, so you just . ..

My love—my wife loved to fish.

Kay.

Her father was a fly fisherman.

Okay.

And he would take her up—this, course, this is before any of those . . .
Dams.

. . . damn dams were built.

Right.

And they'd go up there, and they would float and wade, and then
they'd pay somebody to go down there in a wagon and load the boat
and bring it back [laughs] up.

Shuttle 'em back up.

Shuttle it back up.

[02:55:50] SL: Yeah. Now was this on the White or. ..
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HF: No, this is on the—Little Red River, I believe.

SL: Little. ..

HF: Archie Fork and all . . .

SL: Okay.

HF: ... through there—that makes Greers Ferry, I think.

SL:  Yeah.

HF: Course, we fought the cold-water release from—and lost that. And so
now we've got put-and-take trout.

SL: Right.

HF: Put'em in here and take 'em out there. But we won the biggie, and
that was . . .

SL:  The Buffalo.

HF: ... you know, everybody cusses Orval Faubus, but I tell you one
thing—this valley where we're sittin' right now would be underwater if
it hadn't been for him 'cause when he wrote that letter sayin' that
Arkansas doesn't need . . .

SL: That killed it.

HF: That killed it, dead as a hammer.

SL: And he—the go—as a governor, he had that power to do that, and he
exercised it.

HF: He gave that—he gave his speech that he'd written out in longhand.
He gave it to Mary Virginia. She had—she kept it. I don't know where
it is now. We've had to throw so many things away, but my wife was
a conservationist, and it's—course, it's easy to look back now to see
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

that had she been a little more—she made a wonderful scrapbook, and
she's given that to the archival department over there. If it had
anything to do with the Buffalo River, she cut it out and pasted it and
put in a book.

Gave it to Special Collections at the university?

Yeah.

That's good—good choice. That's good.

Course, Ellen was workin' over there then.

[02:58:00] SL: Yeah. You know, I want to say that I have seen that

T™M:

SL:

T™M:

SL:

T™M:

SL:

HF:

SL:

letter. Is that letter in Buffalo Flows?

Not the original letter, I don't believe.

Okay—or the speech.

Not if it's the—yeah, maybe the speech is, but not the original one that
he's talkin' about.

Okay. All right.

If that was around, that'd be great to scan.

Mh-hmm. That would be. Yeah, if you still—if you can run across

that . ..

Yeah.

. . we should scan it. Preserve it.

[02:58:28] HF: Mary Virginia was—she could be against you and still not

SL:

HF:
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know, Mutt Jones and Russell Roberts—those names don't mean
anything to you, but . ..

SL: No, Mutt Jones does.

HF: Senator Jones should mean somethin' to you. He's the one that got
impeached or whatever you call it.

SL:  Yeah.

HF: What do you call it in the—anyway, they had . . .

SL: Censored.

HF: ... papers served on 'em.

SL: Censured.

HF: Papers served on her, on Mary Virginia, over an election and had her
charged. We had to go to court. I hired old Jennings—Herb Jennings's
son. Wright, Lindsey and Jennings. I wasn't—I didn't—he c—1I never
will forget—he—it was about election fraud or somethin'. But she was
gettin'—some technicality about absentee ballots.

SL: Kay.

HF: They're still havin' [laughs]—they're still havin' charges about that.
But anyway, he came up there at seven thirty one mornin', and they
were supposed to be at the court at nine, and he wanted to go over
everything with Mary Virginia. And he said, "Now, Mary Virginia," said,
"the one thing you—you know I can't go in there with you." He said,
"You'll be on your own in there." And she said, "That's all right. I'll be
fine." He said, "I just want to tell you two things. Number one, you

can always disremember somethin', but humber two, don't story.
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Don't lie." He said, "Just do not tell an untruth." She said, "Mr.
Jennings, I'm not gonna lie." He said, "That's all the advice I've got
for you." [Laughs]

SL:  Yeah.

HF: Don't lie, and you don't have to remember everything.

[03:01:40] TM: Scott, what—can you—you've got a little bit of spittle,
like, down—TI think it may even maybe a little bit right there. Do you
need a—maybe a napkin?

HF: Yeah, I got a napkin. They—but I guess everybody said that I drug
her off from Conway up here. I—itwasa. ..

SL: Just the opposite.

HF: Just about the [/aughs] the other way around. How's that?

TM: That's better. That's better. That got it.

SL: Looks good. Looks good.

HF: Yeah, I'm gettin' old, but I didn't know I was gettin' old enough to
drool. [Laughs]

SL: I do that, too.

[03:02:26] HF: Well, Mary Virginia was very interested in—you know,
when the kids got grown and out of school, she went—she taught
school for about three or four years—four or five years at Conway High
School. Taught political sci—American history and political science.
That was her specialty. She'd be . ..

[03:03:09] SL: So one thing we hadn't said too much about—we—you

talked about having electricity and running water. Now you were in a

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 91
Arkansas Memories Project, Hubert Ferguson Interview, April 19, 2016
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

staunchly Baptist home when you were young. What about radio and
television? When—I mean, when did you first—do you have radio or
any kind of musical instruments?

We had a little Philco radio that had a dial about that big, and we'd
turn it on. My father was a big fan of Will Rogers.

M'kay.

And he—we'd turn that on. But course, there was no—when—we were
the last—I think we were the last family that worked for the Conway
Printing Company to buy a television set, and Mary Virginia was the
keeper of the keys on that. [SL laughs] She wouldn't let 'em watch
Superman.

Why is that?

I don't know. She thought it was wrong and—but we watched all the
classic programs in black and white.

Sure.

[03:05:13] HF: It was pretty ghosty, at times. We built a house in 1953.

While I was in the army, I had a war—eighteen seventy-five taken out
of my mon—my pay. It bought a war bond, and every time I bought
one, my daddy bought one. So we accumulated some war bonds.

Didn't amount to a whole lot, but I had enough to buy a lot, a big lot.

SL: In Conway?

HF: Two and a half lots in Conway, to tell you to the truth.

SL: Up on the mountain? Up on the hill?

HF: No, it was in Conway there within three blocks of the college.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

Okay.

On Robins Street, tell you the truth. Street was named for her family.
Okay.

One side was, and it was on a corner. It's still there. Her brother,
Frank III, married a girl from Hope whose family owned a brick works.
Hope Brick Works.

M'kay.

They made pink brick [SL laughs]—all different shades of pink.

Right.

And we built that—we bought the brick from them.

[03:06:57] SL: When—I'm kind of drifting back to your—when you were

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

being raised in Conway. Did—was there any—was there a piano or
musical instrument in the house?

Yes, we had a piano.

So was it mostly hymns that were played on it or . . .

Yeah. Well, my wife could play. She took piano and gave a senior
recital. Her brother was a—well, she would admit he was a better
piano player than—better musician than she was. But she was good
enough that she gave a senior recital. And all the children—they
didn't—they weren't instrumentally proficient, but they all sang. They
could all sing—carry a tune and harmonize.

Now you're talkin' about your children?

Yeah.

[03:08:15] SL: Now what about when you were growin' up? Did . . .
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HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

No. Only thing we sang was hymns. We didn't believe in goin' to the
show.

Movie theater?

No.

So you didn't get to go to see movies?

No, no. And see, Mary Virginia's family—back in those days, ethics
allowed newspapers to trade space for time or tickets. And she'd go—
she got to go to the show every day if she wanted to—free. But the
show would just change on the weekends and one was just a kind of
a—showed cowboy movies. The other one—the main theater in
Conway showed regular programs. But—and I didn't—to see—I'd have
to slip off to go to a show if I didn't want my parents to know it 'cause
they wouldn't approve of most shows. Will Rogers was on or

somethin' like that.

[03:09:42] SL: Sovyou. ..

HF: It was pretty strict.

SL: Yeah. I mean—but you—did you get to see a movie every once in a
while? Did you sneak off and go see one or just . ..

HF: Well, I'd slip off and go see one.

SL: Do you remember the first one you saw?

HF:  Which one? No. [Laughs] No, I don't, but I know Mary Virginia was
there. [Laughter] And to think—she'd go to the movie on Sunday
afternoon.

SL: Matinee.
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HF: And man, thatwasa. ..

SL: Sacrilege.

HF: That'd be a real no-no for me.

SL: Right, right.

[03:10:19] HF: I remember December the seventh. There were about six
or seven of us playin' touch football out behind the church. Had a field
out there between the buildin' and the parking lot. And we were just—
we'd play touch football. And the preacher's wife comin' out and
hollerin' out there and said, "You kids"—let's see, what'd she say?
"You kids, I just heard on the radio that Japan's bombed Pearl
Harbor." And I remember this one boy was a little older than some of
us. He knew that Pearl Harbor was in the Philippines. "Ah," he said,
"we'll—Japan—just a little old island." He said, "We'll bomb them out."
[SL laughs] "Bomb them off the island." [Laughs] I believe that's
what he put it. I thought, "Boy, I'll bet he wish he'd never said that."
But that was a long time ago.

[03:12:05] SL: Do you remember anything about the Japanese
internment camps when they . . .

HF: Yeah, I've been readin' about 'em. That was a trying time, wasn't it?
You hardly know what to do. That was a—course, you can look back
now and say it was a travesty but it—American citizens and you just
jerk 'em up and move 'em around and—on the other hand, the
ambassador to Japan—one of 'em was in Washington when—actin' like

they were in peace talks when . . .
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

Right.

. . . that started.

Big—I know the scam.

Did you see the—where they deplaned a man because he was speakin'
in Arabic?

Yep. Made a passenger nervous. Scared 'em. Scared the woman.
Overheard a conversation with him. He was on the phone with

somebody. I mean, I'd probably be worried about it, too.

[03:13:29] HF: One of the things . ..

SL: Rightly or wrongly, I mean.

HF: Yeah. One of the things that's been great and really beneficial to my
life and to Mary Virginia's—our life together—is that we've taken the
time to do what I would say—call some meaningful travel. We don't
want to go someplace just because it's . . .

SL: Popular.

HF: The popular place to go or whatnot. But—oh, I mean, we've been to
Paris, and you know, I think it's important to see Versailles. Now,
Francie's been to Paris two or three times, and she's never beento . ..

SL: Versalilles.

HF: . . she's never gone all the way out there. "Well, kills the day," she
says. "Francie, you know, it kills the—you could kill a year to go to the
Louvre." I said, "It's just what—it's just where [Laughs] your interests
lie." This—she's goin' next week, I believe, for two weeks, and I said,
"Well, are you gonna take the train out?" She said, "I'm gonna go,
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Daddy. I'm gonna go." [Laughs]

[03:15:17] SL: You know, it's interesting how grateful the French folks

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

are—the community around all those beaches where D-Day was. You
know, they have a warm place for American soldiers. There's so many
buried there, for one thing. But the facilities and how they've got it all
set up is really quite touching and emotional to be—to go look at.

We spent a month in India. We went to a wedding—we were invited to
a wedding, and then we lucked out and found a bird-watchin' trip in
the northern part of India. The wedding was in Bangalore, down
south.

Yeah.

So we got to see quite a bit of India. Changed my whole life's view,
actually [laughs], to think that 75 percent of a billion people—they
estimate about 70 percent of—at that time—that was ten years ago—
cook on a open fire. You know, India is a town of—just small villages.
I mean, it's a country of small villages. And course, it has Delhi and—
have you been?

No, but my son went to India just—I don't know, six months ago—and
he sent back a video of him being in one of their taxis, which is kind of
like a glorified golf cart, in a way. And it was—the street life was
remarkable. There were still—you know, they were gas-driven . . .
Yeah.

. . . fires, but people cooking right there on the street.

Yeah.
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SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

And just looked like no traffic control whatsoever. It was just. ..
Yeah.

. . willy-nilly everywhere. I mean, it. ..
Yeah.

. is amazing.

[03:17:33] HF: It'll change your view of life, I tell you. India will change

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

HF:

your life. You spend any time there, you think, "My Lord, where have
I been?" [Laughs]

There is another world, isn't there?

Yeah, it's a whole new game. And if you—my idea is—now not
everyone was—Mary Virginia and I were very lucky in lots of ways.
And bein' able to—for her to heir as much stock as she was able to get
to have and then for me to be able to buy from cousins and whatnot,
to where that we could keep up—maintain the value—and then to
travel when we could really travel.

Still enjoy it.

Yeah, enjoy it, and you know, you've been probably more places than
I have, but . ..

Probably not.

. . . it—it's a [SL laughs] hell of a chore. You go to London. You'll
walk more than you will if you go to the Sahara 'cause you have to—
you're gonna walk everywhere you go. It's so much easier and better
[laughs] than tryin' to fight that traffic and all this and that hell. Or

you go Underground, and you get close, and then you'd start walkin'.
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SL:

And but anyway, it's—you see the last years of her life and now the
last years of my life, it was—it became a struggle to travel. It's a pain
in the ass.

Yeah.

[03:20:08] HF: These airplanes—it's just all the stuff now, goin' through the

lines [laughs] and then whatnot, changin' planes in Dallas and Houston
and O'Hare and Charlotte. By the time you get through running'

around, I'm ready to stay home.

SL: [Laughs] Well, you know, it's . . .

HF: And that's a sign of age. See, that's a sign to quit. That's the sign to
give up. I try not to do that, but two years ago we went to Panama,
and we were gone two or three weeks, and this last winter we went—I
went to—I rented a house out in Arizona—damn near froze to death,
but it's [laughs] 5,300 feet—didn't realize I—I was makin'. . .

SL: High desert. Yeah.

HF: It was pretty high.

SL: Yeah.

HF: But it was—we had a great trip, but it still—it was hard work. Long
way out there. Long way back. I always say the prettiest thing I see
while—all the time I'm gone is when I come over the mountain and
come down to the valley. Come down to [laughs] home.

SL: I'm the same way we—when we come back.

HF: Yeah.

SL:  You know, I've got . . .
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HF:

SL:

HF:

SL:

That's the best time.

. . . kids and grandkids and . . .

Best part of the trip.

Yeah, I've got kids and grandkids in DC, and we love seein' 'em and

all, but it's always great to be back here.

[03:21:46] HF: We went to Europe for three weeks with some friends that

SL:

are well traveled, and they had the itinerary all planned, which was
helpful, and we've known these people for years, and they had the
hotels already picked out and the—we didn't have to—we could just go
along and—for the ride and—but—and we had a wonderful time. But it
was—that was six years ago, and we were a lot more active then. But
we did—we—they're like us. They like to stay at the smaller hotels,
and if it's got a American name to it, we don't stay there. [Laughter]

I don't care where it is, but—I mean, whether it's Paris or Vienna or
where.

You go for the local stuff.

[03:23:17] HF: When we went to Portugal, my sister—they've traveled a

lot. He was an orthodontist, and he's been to Russia three times as a

doctor's group that—it's not Doctors Without Borders, but it's

similar . . .

SL: Similar.

HF: ... to that. They take—he takes orthodontic equipment that's still
good and perfect and whatnot. But it's extra to him now. Course,
now he's completely retired, but back then he was still workin'. And
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he could box up somethin' like that that would cost thousands of
dollars over there. He'd just take it over and give it to 'em—into
Russia. But one of his contacts over there got murdered.

SL: Oh! You know, like . ..

HF: Too close. Too—I think he was too close to the North Koreans or the
North Koreans didn't like what he was doin' or somethin'.

SL: Have anything to do with anyone . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: ...American. Maybe.

HF: I mean, they killed him in cold blood. He hadn't been back.

[03:24:53] SL: Well, Hubert, is there anything that you and I've
forgotten to talk about or we left kind of dangling. I can't—I kind of
feel like we didn't really get—I know, what kind of student were you?
I mean, I know you got a big jolt and a big jump when you were in
Nashville growin' up.

HF: Yeah.

SL: But did you maintain your interest in school? I mean, you—I know
your folks were teachers, and you kind of had to perform and excel to
a certain point, but were you basically an A student all the way
through or A and B? You hadto . ..

HF: Yeah. No, I was not a A student. Now, if you talk about UCA or the U
of A, I'd say I'd be a A-B student. But if you wanna talk about
Princeton or Stanford or whatnot, I'd be pushin' to stay in the middle.

SL: Yeah.
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[03:26:28] HF: I'm not—I'm—my brother was very mechanically minded

and scientifically minded, whereas I was more into theory and the . . .

SL:  Socials.
HF: ... why of things and how of things.
SL:  Oh.

HF: And he—my daddy and brother could look at somethin', take it apart,
and put it back together. I can't do that. I've—it would be very
helpful if I could on this farm.

SL: [Laughs] Yeah, yeah.

HF: ButI can't, and there's no reason for me to worry about it, especially
now. But...

[03:27:24] SL: What prompted you to do the cattle ranch? I mean, it's
one thingto. ..

HF: I think my DNA. I think my grandfathers—it just comes to me that
that's—farming is—not row cropping, but ranchin' and farmin'is . ..

SL: You come by it honest.

HF: I think I come by it honestly. I bought a farm—I haven't dealt in a lot
of property—buy and sell. But everything I've bought I've made
money on. I've sold it higher, a lot higher than what—some of it—
than what I gave for it. But I've been lucky in havin' good financial
advice and good lifetime advice. I think it's important—the seasons
are important to me. I wouldn't want to live in California.

SL:  You like having four seasons.

HF: I like the seasons.
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SL:

Me, too.

[03:29:06] HF: I—it's just—what was it? I said, "I'll probably have to eat

these words, but [SL /laughs] I don't like the thought of no seasons. I
don't like the thought of livin' where everybody's the same age, and I
don't like the thought of where everybody eats the same food." You
know, if I were to have a stroke tomorrow where I couldn't drive, I'd
have to do somethin' else. But I've got people that I trust and that
are willin' to work as much as I need 'em to, and so I'm—I plan to stay
here as long as I'm able and not a complete drag. I don't want my—I
don't—it'd be a lot easier on my children if I'd move to Conway, but

I'm not interested in doin' that right now.

SL: I get the sense they probably love it up here, too.

HF: Yeah, I know. It'sa...

SL: You've made your stand.

HF: Yeah, I've got it set up like I want it now, but [SL /aughs] you know,
things constantly change. You . ..

SL: Yeah.

HF: . . never know. Mary Virginia was—she's—two years ago this—well,
two years ago March the twenty-eighth, she woke up and had a
headache behind her right ear. Turned out to be a cerebral
hemorrhage. You go to bed feelin' one way, and the next day you're
not. But you look back and to think—now we moved here
permanently, sold our house down there, gave away to anybody'd take
whatever we had down there. And we's—in 1980, so we had thirty-
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what? Thirty . ..

SL: Thirty-six years.

HF: [Nineteen] eighty to . ..

SL:  Well, [20]14.

HF: [Two thousand] fourteen.

SL: Yeah, thirty-four.

[03:32:47] HF: So thirty-four years that we were doin' exactly what we
wanted to do every day. Mary Virginia said that if you're gonna do
what we did, you're not only better love one another, you better like
one another [laughter] 'cause you're close 24/7.

SL: [Laughs] Yep. Well, that's a reality you guys have lived.

HF: Yeah.

SL: Yeah, it's good stuff.

HF: That's what we—see, for thirty-two years I walked through the same
door. We—every organization you had to belong to, we had somethin’
to do every night. Itwas. ..

SL:  Scripted.

HF: It just got old.

SL: Yeah.

HF: It gotold. And we were fortunate that we found this place before the
government did.

SL:  Yeah.

[03:34:09] HF: And then when they found it and they bought and made a

national river out of it in this valley, what they ended up doin' was
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buying a scenic easement. I could sell—we own three farms up here.

One of 'em's—has that house down there . . .

SL: Right.

HF: ... this one, and the next little house down there. I could sell one
farm to you, one farm to him, and one farm to somebody else. But
none of these farms will be any smaller than what they are now.

SL: That's pretty cool. That's good.

HF: Not only that, but you cannot built a structure unless the park
approves it. Be no more houses built here, except—I've—unless they
change the rules. In my paperwork I've got the right to build two
more houses because I own three places and two of 'em don't have
houses. So this property is worth, what, hundred times what I paid for
it.

SL:  Good move.

HF: But it's not worth anything if you're not—if you don't like it, if you
don't—you know, you couldn't give it to some people. Too much work.
Place like this, you got—somebody's got to be doin' somethin' all the
time.

SL: Every day. Yep. Well, what I've seen is fabulous.

HF: Butitfitus. ..

SL: Yeah.

HF: ...toaT.

SL: Yeah.

HF: And I have no regrets.
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[03:36:36] SL: Yeah, I'm all—I'm lookin' at river property all the time. 1

TM:

HF:

TM™M:

SL:

HF:

don't have any money to buy anything, but I'm always lookin'. Keep
after it. I'm hooked on rivers.

Hey, Scott, what about—when you first came up here and you were—
the battle for the Buffalo was kind of goin' on, didn't the Hedges kind
of get run out or somethin'? Were you up here around that time?
Yeah, I sure was. [Laughs]

Canyou. ..

The house burned. They got their house burned down, didn't they?

Burned to the ground.

[03:37:09] SL: Well, let's talk about that time.

HF:

SL:

HF:

They were gone to Mexico birding and—somethin' botherin' [laughs]
me, but I'll quit that—what happened was—it should never have
happened. But the Hedges made a mistake. They talked the park
into—the park really didn't want to do it, but Margaret just nearly
insisted that they put a cable, a gate, across the road that people had
been usin' for years—not often, but just during huntin' season. And
they—it was after the—see, where the Hedges built their house was
later determined—I mean, they decided that they were gonna put that
in a wilderness zone.

'Kay.

And so you're not supposed to be able to drive in a wilderness zone.
You're also not supposed to live in a wilderness zone. But they rented

their house back for their lifetime. And their garden spot. Well, the
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locals—you can understand that—that'd make sense that they—you're
in a wilderness zone, but you're allowed to live there. You can let
people drive in and come to see you 'cause you give 'em a key. But
you didn't give me a key, and so I can't go back to my favorite huntin'
place. So they burned 'em out. They'll never admit it, but it's what
happened.

[03:39:36] SL: Well, wasn't there a strong contingent that—of locals that
wanted the place dammed? Wanted ther. ..

HF: Do what, now?

SL: That wanted the river dammed? Weren't those that were . . .

HF: No, these people up here didn't.

SL: M'kay, but wasn't there some that stand to make a lot of money if it
was dammed?

HF: No, these. ..

SL: No?

HF: ... people up here would be under water . . .
SL: Yeah.

HF: ... in this valley.

SL: Seemed like there was some kind of argument—where the pro—where
the lake would've been, those property owners were gonna do very
well.

HF: They would have.

SL: So,Imean...

HF: But this up here would have been—they—it's so narrow that it's not
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like where Bull Shoals and down there. By the time you got up here,
it's so seasonal that—and so narrow that the only thing that would've
been under water would've been from the highway here right . . .

SL: Oh, forthe. ..

HF: ... over there to there. And what else are you gonna have—what—
this over here is straight up and down, and so . . .

SL: Right.

HF: .. .is that.

[03:40:51] SL: Right. So that contingency wasn't here.

HF: Yeah. No, they didn't burn 'em out for that reason. They burned 'em
out on account of what I told you.

SL: Where was the dam gonna be?

HF: Well, there were gonna be a series of dams. That's the whole
problem. They kept sayin' there were gonna be less dams. There
were gonna be a series of three dams, according to the plan. By the
way, on the Hedges deal, they—that got to be pretty sticky. When the
Hedges rented back their house and barn and garden spot, the
government required cash money. It also required insurance. When
the Hedges went to buy insurance, no company would insure it.

SL: 'Cause it had been burned out.

HF: They said, "You know, we'll insure it—the only way we will insure it is

as owner." In other words, it'd be like me buying insurance on your

life.
SL: Yeah.
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[03:42:47] HF: That'd put you at risk. So then when they did get burned
out, the park authorities came to the Hedges and said, "You owe us
$20,000 because you can't—you don't have—we—you—we rented you
a house, and the house is gone. You can't furnish us the house. And
you were supposed to have insured it." And Harold—he came to me,
and he said, "What about this?" He said, "My thought is I paid them
$17,000 or $20,000—whatever it was—and I don't have a house.
They owe me $17,000." I said, "Well," I said, "let me see what I can
think up." And I got ahold of this gal that works—that worked—had
worked for him forever—worked for Dale—and she said, "Well, he's
gonna be in Little Rock such-and-such a time." She said, "You need

to—TI'll put you down." And so I just wrote it—I wrote a letter and sent
it to him ahead of time. I heard later that he called Neil Compton and
said, "Neil, what kind of guy is this Harold Hedges?" [Laughter] 1
guess didn't trust me. But anyway, it turned out that they had a
hearing up there, and the park sent a representative up there to
protest it, and said, "We understand it's a real problem, but if you do
this—if you pass this law or amendment, then you're gonna put the
United States government at risk for billions of dollars worth of
property." So I got a call from Dale, and he said, "You're a—I can't—
I'm not gonna do what you asked me to do." He said, "I'm gonna get
him the money, but I'm gonna do it a different way." [Laughs] He

just put it in a—what do you call it—a separate—a tack—he just—and

add-on. You know, they get—they give each member [/aughs] a
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SL:

chance to add on his little deal. Twenty thousand bucks he added on,
and they passed it.

Passed it.

[03:46:29] HF: And he—they got their money, but they didn't get their

house back.

SL: Hmm, that's too bad.

HF: It was pitiful. Awful.

SL: Yeah.

HF: It should've never have happened. And had the Hedges been any kind
of Southern born—they just didn't understand the mountain people.

SL: Right.

HF: Fire's the cheapest damn—I mean, there's an old boy up here—they've
already tried to burn him once. They've been fightin' fire up there
until this range came. He's been fightin' fire up there. He owns about
twelve hundred acres up there. It'll break—it'll break out one place
and then [laughs] break out in another.

TM: Why are they doin' that? Why are they tryin' to burn him out?

HF: 'Cause he's shut off a road that's been open for a long, long time.
Roads up here or trails—they're hard to come by. You can't get to
here from there everywhere up here. They buy and sell property up
there with access not provided.

SL: No right of way or what's it called? You grant access to get to land-
locked property and . . .

TM: Easement.
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[03:48:10] SL: Easement. So it's still goin' on.

HF: Yeah. Oh, yeah. It'll go on for generations. You know, there's deeds
that are recorded over at the courthouse that "this property cannot be
sold to anyone named such-and-such." [SL laughs] Guarantee it.
Goes clear—it goes back to the war, and I don't mean World War . . .

SL:  You mean Civil.

HF: ... French and Indian War. I mean, the Civil War. But it's a great
place to live. I recommend it.

SL: [Laughs] Yeah, I'd like to live up here. Every once in a while I see
somethin' down by Gilbert for sale, but it's not up here.

HF: Well, there's some beautiful country through here. Arkansas is
blessed. Northwest Arkansas, especially. Well, Arkansas—you know,
when you read about southwest Arkansas and all the great pine forests
that we had.

SL: Ouachitas.

HF: And then you go over to the Delta and you think about the—and then
look over around St. Francis . . .

SL: Yeah, there's. ..

HF: . . all up through there. It'sa. ..

SL: There's really four . ..

HF: Yeah.

SL: ... geographic—distinct geographic regions . . .

HF: Yeah.

SL: . in the state. It's quite a mix. It's good. [03:50:17] So at the
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end of our interviews we ask the interviewee to pretend like I'm the

camera and look at the camera and say their name and say, "I'm

proud to be from Arkansas." So it would be . . .

HF: You just—did—you ask 'em to say what?

SL: You say your name.

HF: Oh, okay.

SL: "I'm Hubert Ferguson."

HF: Okay.

SL: "And I'm proud to be from Arkansas."

HF: Okay. [Laughs]

SL: You see what I'm saying? Do—would you like to do that?

HF:  Yeah, I'll do that.

SL: Okay. And Trey will tell you when he's ready. I'm gonna get out of
the way.

HF: Okay.

SL: So you're not lookin' at me, but you're lookin' straight at the camera,
okay?

HF: At him?

SL: Yeah.

HF: All right. At the camera?

TM: Yeah, right here at this camera.

SL: At the camera, like that lens is . . .

HF: Okay.

TM: And anytime.
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HF:

SL:

My name is Hubert Ferguson, and I'm proud to be from Arkansas.

He nailed it.

[03:51:11] TM: Great. He nailed it. That's great.

SL: [Laughs] That's really unusual. We usually . . .

HF: What's that?

SL: ... have to do this three or four times. [Laughter] You got it.

TM: Now is there anything else . . .

SL: Yeah, now is there is there anything . . .

TM: . . we forgot?

SL: . . else that you want to talk about before we get out of your life
here? I mean, we can go—you know, we've got this situated where
we can do this all night, if you want to.

HF: Oh. [Laughter] No, no.

SL: How are you holdin' up?

HF: Oh,I'm...

SL: You're good?

HF: ... good. I'm good. Yeah.

SL: Yeah, you look you're doing fine.

HF: Yeah. Oh, well,| I'm ready to go.

SL:  Any other political stories? You want to—is there—I mean, I—for some
reason I feel like you could tell a story about every politician I've eh—
every Arkansas politician I've ever heard of.

HF: I could, but they're not printable.

SL:  Well, that's [HF laughs] the reason why we're here. [Laughter]

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 113

Arkansas Memories Project, Hubert Ferguson Interview, April 19, 2016
http://pryorcenter.uark.edu



http://pryorcenter.uark.edu/

Randy Dixon: Can y'all hold on a second?

HF: No.

RD: Sarah needs to go the bathroom.

SL: Do what, now?

TM: Let's go ahead and—Ilet's pause.

RD: Sarahreally hasto. ..

SL:  We'll pause.

RD: Sarahreally. ..

SL: And we'll talk about . . .

[Tape stopped]

[03:52:16] SL: Okay now, I want to believe that we're close to bein' on
our last leg of this trip here.

HF: I can't hardly hear you.

SL: I believe we're on our last leg here on this interview. 1. ..

HF: Okay.

SL: But you're tellin' me that you'll—you're gonna tell me at least one
more political story.

[03:52:34] HF: Right. Okay, after I moved up here, I had a neighbor on
this side who I told you about that wouldn't speak at first. And later,
after I made a rich man out of him . . .

SL: [Laughs] You can do that for me anytime, by the way. [Laughs]

HF: And the—my neighbor on the other side, he threatened to kill me at
one time because the house that—where we had lunch—that was his

wife's folks that sold that home to us. So that meant he would've
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SL:

HF:

had—he and his wife would have inherited it, had they not sold it to
us. We were the first newcomers to buy land within the valley. That's
how popular we were. This one down here was, as they say up here,
bad to drink. He worked for the state livestock and poultry
commission. He went from auction or from farm to farm and from
auction house to auction house bleeding cattle and running 'em
through a test to see if they had a disease that we call bangs. B-A-N-
G-S. It's a onerous job, but it'd drive nearly anybody to drink [laughs]
just, you know, just stickin' cattle and drawin' blood all . . .

Yeah.

. . . day long and fightin' that manure and whatnot. Anyway, he was a
good old boy, but he started drinkin' on the job. He wrecked two
different trucks, and they put him on probation. He'd get drunk and
stay gone and wouldn't be where he's supposed to be. And he was
just a unsatisfactory employee, but he was a good old boy when he
was feelin' pretty good, you know, just funny as a monkey, and he'd
do anything for you, help you any way. He called—this is before I
moved up here. No, it was after I moved up here. He got drunk.
Stayed gone for about four or five days and sobered up enough, tried
to get home, and wrecked his truck. Hat in hand, he and two others
knocked on my door and wanted help. I didn't wanna—I knew I was
stickin' my neck way out, but I—anyway, he was a neighbor, and I
thought I'd help him. [03:57:05] So I called Bill Clinton, and I just

laid out the facts. I didn't lie about any of it. I said, "Bill, he's guilty
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SL:

as homemade sin." He said, "Hubert, if I do this for you," he said,
"I'm gonna make a hell of a lot of people mad." He said, "They've
already had a hearing. I've already heard about this case." But he
said, "If you're that serious about it," he said, "I'm gonna do it." But
he said, "I wanna tell you one last thing. You tell him that I said to
you that if he so much as even grazes a state truck or car, he is
automatically off the payroll. He's gonna fire himself. I'm gonna take
the heat for this, but he's gonna take it permanently if he does it
again. This his third trip." I said, "Governor, I appreciate it." I said,
"I'm not gonna guarantee that he'll stay sober, but I guarantee you,
I'm gonna tell him if he—not to ever come back to me 'cause you're
not gonna do anything for him." I told him that. That's the
grandfather of the best worker I've ever had. Sure enough, he got
drunk. Sure enough, in less than six weeks after me puttin' my
whole—you know, you can just go to the well so many times.

You bet.

[03:59:53] HF: But the whole family knows that I went to bat for him,

and they'd do—he'd do anything for me or for Mary Virginia. It was
tough. There was a lot of things that—you know, I hold the record for

the worst advice anybody ever got.

SL: [Laughs] Any got or gave?

HF: Well, and havin' to do with Bill Clinton, too. I wrote him a letter one
time. I've still got it in my file. I've got a copy in my file—advisin' him
to get out of politics. [SL laughs] And he ends [laughs] up president.
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[Laughter] That's how knowledgeable I am.

SL: Was that after he lost to Frank White?

HF: No, that was after—well, that was after he screwed up in his first
term ...

SL:  Oh.

HF: . . as governor.

SL: Yeah.

HF: I just put it down in black and white. Ifit's, you know, if it's [SL
laughs]—if you can't say what you're gonna do because it's not the
political thing to do, politics is not for you. Do somethin' else.
[Laughs] I bet you he still remembers that. [SL laughs] You know,
Francie and her brother went—they were there on the courthouse lawn
in [laughs] Little Rock when he made his . . .

SL:  Announcement.

HF: ... famous acceptance announcement or whatever you call it. They
were one of the crowd. I said, "Francie, I don't know how drunk I'd
have to be before I'd [laughs] face that [unclear word]." [SL laughs]
You know, Bill did make a terrible mistake when he was first governor.
He—you know, he had—what was his name? Smith or the guy with
the beard.

SL: Steve Smith? Stephen Smith.

HF: Steve Smith.

SL: Yeah.

HF: Yeah.
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SL:

I know him.

HF:  You know him?

SL: Yeah.

HF: Nice guy.

SL: Nice guy.

HF: Smart, too.

SL: UA professor.

HF: Huh?

SL: He's a UA professor.

[04:02:35] HF: Is he, now? Yeah. He—but he was a—he couldn't—he

could say no, but not in a nice way. A politician has to be able to say
no in a nice way. And course, Bill Clinton learned how to do that.
What does he call it, the third way? [Laughs] It's your way, his way,

and my way. [Laughs]

SL: My way. Yeah.
HF: But—oh, me.
SL: So there was some arrogance in that first term, wasn't there?

[04:03:17] HF: Yeah, yeah. Yeah, he should—he—well, he made some

grievous—my son, Bill, that just—he was a musician, and at that time
they were—they had a little old group. I've forgotten even—if they
even had a name. But Bill's—when he did run for president, my son
told me—he said, "Daddy"—course, he was for him, but he said, "I
don't believe he can stand that white light." And I said, "What do you

mean?" He said, "Uh-uh." He said, "He's—sometimes he's crawlin'
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with the wrong bunch." And he said, "You know, we played any and
everywhere," and he said, "He's just too careless." And it turned out
to be a hell of a lot smarter than what I—I mean, my—Bill had him
figured better than I did. I figured he shouldn't be a politician, and he,

of course, turned out to be one of the best.

SL:  Yeah.

[04:05:16] HF: But he was also careless. I don't—can y'all figure out
what's happenin' to her?

SL: To Hillary?

HF: Yeah.

SL:  Well...

HF: I mean, it's the—how could anybody be runnin' bad against Cruz and
Trump?

SL: Idon't know.

HF: [Laughs] We're not gonna get into that.

SL: I mean, at this—it's just—I don't get it at all. First of all, I don't get
that Trump is gonna end up being the nhominee. He's gonna mess
around, mess around, and he's gonna be the nominee. He's about to
get all the delegates he needs. And you know, I just don't see how
anybody could not beat him.

HF: Can you imagine, though, anybody would ever even figured that
somebody would—Ted Cruz, who wants to shut the government down,
who wants to put us on the gold standard, who wants everybody that's
not a Christian to be burned in hell fire, or whatever. I mean,
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somebody's gotta educate me as to where we are.

[04:06:59] SL: I gotta believe she's gonna win.

HF: We'll see.

SL: That's what I'm holdin' out for.

HF: Yeah.

SL: Yeah, and I've got a yard sign.

HF: I threatened once before to move to New Zealand, but I don't think
[laughs] that's far enough away. [Laughs]

SL: Well, I tell you, New Zealand's hard to get into. You gotta . ..

HF: Yeah, but I got a friend over there that'd help me.

SL: Okay. Yeah, I've got a friend that lives there, too.

HF: Do you?

SL:  Yeah. Mh-hmm.

HF: Good.

SL: Yeah, they're actually gonna come back and stay a couple weeks with
me. He's got a photography show that's goin' up in Shiloh Museum in
Springdale. Anyway—yeah, I don't know about the current—I've
never seen anything like it. You know, back durin' Dale and DP's reign
in the Senate, it was a honorable place. Itwas. ..

HF: Okayifyou. ..

SL: ... people respected each other and they . . .

HF: If you'll turn that thing off, I'm gonna tell you one more story fore you
leave, but you got to turn it off.

TM: Turn it off?
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HF: I can't tell it.
SL: Okay.
[End of Interview 04:08:18]

[Transcribed and edited by Pryor Center staff]
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