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Objective 

Oral history is a collection of an individual's memories and 

opinions.  As such, it is subject to the innate fallibility of memory and 
is susceptible to inaccuracy.  All researchers using these interviews 

should be aware of this reality and are encouraged to seek 
corroborating documentation when using any oral history interview. 

 
The Pryor Center's objective is to collect audio and video recordings of 

interviews along with scanned images of family photographs and 
documents.  These donated materials are carefully preserved, 

catalogued, and deposited in the Special Collections Department, 
University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville.  The transcripts, audio 

files, video highlight clips, and photographs are made available on the 
Pryor Center website at https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php.  The 

Pryor Center recommends that researchers utilize the audio recordings 

and highlight clips, in addition to the transcripts, to enhance their 
connection with the interviewee. 

 

Transcript Methodology 

The Pryor Center recognizes that we cannot reproduce the spoken 
word in a written document; however, we strive to produce a 

transcript that represents the characteristics and unique qualities of 
the interviewee's speech pattern, style of speech, regional dialect, and 

personality.  For the first twenty minutes of the interview, we attempt 
to transcribe verbatim all words and utterances that are spoken, such 

as uhs and ahs, false starts, and repetitions.  Some of these elements 
are omitted after the first twenty minutes to improve readability. 

 
The Pryor Center transcripts are prepared utilizing the University of 

Arkansas Style Manual for proper names, titles, and terms specific to 

the university.  For all other style elements, we refer to the Pryor 
Center Style Manual, which is based primarily on The Chicago Manual 

of Style 16th Edition.  We employ the following guidelines for 
consistency and readability: 

• Em dashes separate repeated/false starts and incomplete/ 
redirected sentences. 

• Ellipses indicate the interruption of one speaker by another. 
• Italics identify foreign words or terms and words emphasized by 

the speaker. 
• Question marks enclose proper nouns for which we cannot verify 

the spelling and words that we cannot understand with certainty. 
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• Brackets enclose  
o italicized annotations of nonverbal sounds, such as laughter, 

and audible sounds, such as a doorbell ringing; 
o annotations for clarification and identification; and  

o standard English spelling of informal words. 
• Commas are used in a conventional manner where possible to 

aid in readability. 
 

Citation Information  

See the Citation Guide at 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp#citations. 
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Scott Lunsford interviewed David Lambert on June 21, 2012, in 

Washington, DC.  

[00:00:00] 

Scott Lunsford:  David, it's a great honor to be [laughs] sitting across 

from you.  I—I feel like this has been a long time coming.  

We've—uh—finally gotten our schedules together, and—uh—I 

really appreciate you carving out some time to sit down with us.  

It means a—a lot to me personally, and I know it'll mean a lot to 

the state of Arkansas, too. 

David Lambert:  Well, it's—it's a—it's an honor for me to be identified 

in any way with David and Barbara Pryor, so I'm . . . 

SL:  You know . . .  

DL:  . . . I'm just glad to be part of the project. 

SL:  . . . uh—this was a great idea that they had to—you know, they 

took their leftover campaign money and—and gave it to the 

school to start this program.  And—uh—their—their vision and 

the help of the—uh—others—uh—we're here now, and we're 

recording this stuff . . . 

DL:  That's great. 

SL:  . . . in high definition, and it'll hold up.  We will preserve it 

forever.  Uh—you'll get copies of everything we do, and if there's 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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anything that you're uncomfortable with sharing with the rest of 

the planet and the universe, we'll take it out.  Uh—we want this 

to be—we feel like you own this story.  It is your story. 

DL:  Okay. 

[00:01:05] SL:  And it—and it's your generosity to share it with us.  

So—um—you know—um—we'll give you—uh—the—the material 

will be transcribed.  It'll be transcribed verbatim—uh—rather 

than for readability, so you might brace yourself for that because 

the way people talk is really not the way books are written. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  Uh—but we feel like that's another—uh—aspect of—uh—dialect 

and—and regional influences are reflected in speech.  And—uh—

so we—we like to maintain that.  Uh—we try to be as true as 

possible to the . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . content.  Uh—you know, we'll be scanning.  We're scanning 

your—uh—family photos right now.  Uh—you'll get digital copies 

of that, and—uh—you'll get to take the originals back with you.   

DL:  Kay.   

[00:01:54] SL:  Um—so—and we're gonna preserve this forever, and 

we'll be very good stewards.  Once everything's approved by 

you—uh—we will post this stuff on the web, and we will 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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encourage Arkansas students in the public schools and the 

teachers in public schools to use this material.  Uh—we'll 

encourage students and researchers to use it—uh—even 

documentary filmmakers—uh—to use it.  Uh—we will—we will 

make sure that it's used in a—in the way that it was meant to be 

used.  We'll—we'll be very careful with it.  If you're comfortable 

with all that, we're gonna keep going. 

DL:  I—I think the—what you're doing is a—it's a very important part 

of the state's history and one that would've been lost without 

this project.  And I'm very impressed with your approach, and 

thank . . . 

SL:  Well . . . 

DL:  . . . you for inviting me. 

[00:02:44] SL:  Well, thanks for being here.  So we are—I am Scott 

Lunsford, and you are David Lambert.  And we are in 

Washington, DC, at the 116 Club.  And today's date is June the 

twenty-first, 2012.  [00:03:00]  And—um—David, rather than 

start with your earliest memories, I feel like I owe it—uh—to the 

116 Club—they have been so—Stacy has been so generous and 

so welcoming—uh—for this effort.  Uh—she's given us the entire 

top floor to—to conduct these interviews, and I suspect this is 

maybe the first time that a video camera has ever been allowed 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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on the premises. 

DL:  I think that's right. 

SL:  [Laughs]  So I—I just can't tell you how appreciative we are and 

what it means to us to have a home—uh—here in what—in just 

steps away from the Capitol Building—um—to do these 

interviews.  So I feel like we oughta talk a little bit about the 116 

Club.  Uh—I . . . 

DL:  M'kay. 

SL:  . . . I know that every once in a while it hits the news, and it's 

always kind of trumped up to some strange little place, but really 

it's just—it's a—a—a great place to be off record and have great 

food.   

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  Is that . . . 

DL:  That's it. 

SL:  . . . basically it? 

[00:04:03] DL:  It's a—Stacy Paleologos is a great manager, as well 

as her father—uh—Johnny Paleologos.  Uh—it's a fixture on 

Capitol Hill.  Uh—it's about fifty years old.  It's just a luncheon 

club.  It's known for its wonderful food.  Um—I would say of 

particular interest that—uh—almost without exception, every 

prominent Arkansan to elective office or people who do—do 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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business in Washington have some association with the 116, and 

they could almost all tell you the days that you can get crab 

cakes, the days you can get chicken and dumplings, the days 

you can get soul food.  So it's a—it's a very fine institution and—

uh—it's been here a long time. 

[00:04:48] SL:  Well, I—I know you're probably not the—the 

definitive—uh—the bottom-line historian on the 116 Club, but 

can you—can you talk a little bit about how it got started and—

and how it morphed to where it is today? 

DL:  It—it originated as the Quorum Club, and the Quorum Club is in 

the old Capitol Hill Hotel—uh—the Carroll Arms.  And Lee 

Williams, whom you've previously interviewed, was one of the 

original founders of it back in the [19]50s.  And it was there for 

a number of years, and then it moved to Schotts Court, and it 

had to leave Schotts Court when they built the Hart Senate 

Office Building thirty years ago.  And then it came to this 

location where it's been for the last thirty years.  So its origins 

were on Capitol Hill originally and still just as a luncheon club.  

So no dinner, no breakfast—uh—no ball games anymore.  It's 

just—uh—Monday to Friday lunch, and most of the people who 

come here are members of the Senate or the House—uh—their 

staffs.  Uh—members are from all walks of life.  Uh—they're 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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clergy, doctors.  Supreme Court justices are seen here—uh—

people from almost every profession.  But more than anyone, it's 

people who do business in Washington who are interested in 

regulatory or legislative matters. 

[00:06:13] SL:  It's a private club.  I mean you . . . 

DL:  It's a private club. 

SL:  . . . have—you have—how—how does one—how does the 

membership thing work?  Do you . . . 

DL:  It's like any other—uh—club.  You—if members know you and 

think you are a—an appealing candidate—uh—they put your 

name forward, and there's a seconder, and other people support 

you, and the board gives you consideration, and you're admitted 

to membership.  And—uh—the club is politically correct in every 

way.  We have members from all walks of life, ethnicity, gender, 

background, political party.  It's often said when you come to the 

116, you check your guns at the door [SL laughs] because 

people who would hardly speak with each other on Capitol Hill 

are good friends and sit together at the 116.  It's where politics 

stops. 

[00:07:04] SL:  I love what you said earlier—uh—uh—that—uh—

membership is determined in three weeks or three years.  

[Laughter] 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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DL:  Well, if—if good candidates have good sponsors—uh . . . 

SL:  Uh-huh. 

DL:  . . . they're actively considered. 

SL:  Well, thank you.  I—I—I just . . . 

DL:  Sure. 

SL:  . . . can't say enough of how welcoming and warm . . . 

DL:  Great. 

SL:  . . . they've been with us here.  It's a . . . 

DL:  They want you to come back often. 

SL:  Well, [laughs] we will do that, if—if allowed.  I—it . . . 

DL:  Great. 

SL:  We'll take advantage of the hospitality and the food.  It's been 

unbelievable. 

DL:  Great. 

SL:  Best crab cake in the world. 

DL:  Mm.  Indeed. 

[00:07:36] SL:  Hands down.  Okay.  Well, let's get back to—uh—

uh—Dave Lambert.  David, what is your full name? 

DL:  David Patterson Lambert. 

[00:07:47] SL:  And when and where were you born? 

DL:  I was born at—uh—Baptist Hospital—Baptist Infirmary, Little 

Rock, December 22, 1939. 
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[00:08:00] SL:  And—um—what were your mom and dad—what are 

your mom and dad's names? 

DL:  Uh—my mother was Rose Hayden Hess.  Uh—she died when I 

was six months old in an automobile accident. 

SL:  Mm, I'm sorry. 

DL:  My father was Beverly Joel Lambert, Jr.  Uh—he was chief of 

staff to Governor Carl Bailey at the time I was born.  I have two 

older brothers—uh—Hayden—Frank Hayden Hess Lambert . . . 

SL:  Uh-huh. 

DL:  . . . uh—who is four years older and Beverly Joel Lambert III, 

"Bev", who lives in Little Rock whom you know, who is six years 

older. 

[00:08:37] SL:  And so your father was—uh—tell—tell me again what 

your father did for the governor? 

DL:  My father was chief of staff to Governor Carl Bailey.  He had 

gone to Washington and Lee University—uh—uh—and had been 

a banker.  But after my mother died I moved to Holly Grove in 

Monroe County to live with my grandparents, and Dad went to 

World War II.  He was involved in the Normandy operation and—

uh—came back after the war and lived in Holly Grove for a while 

as a banker.  Uh—he was later president of the Arkansas 

Bankers Association—uh—and—uh—so I went to the university.  

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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I went to high school in West Memphis, and I went to the 

university.  And after graduation I came to Washington. 

[00:09:29] SL:  Let's talk about—um—um—Holly Grove. 

DL:  Kay. 

SL:  Which set of grandparents?  Was that your dad's parents or your 

mom's parents? 

DL:  When I was born—at that time I must've had thirty or thirty-five 

close blood relatives in Holly Grove.  My—my father's mother 

and father, my mother's mother—uh—several aunts and uncles—

uh—all lived in Holly Grove, and I grew up in Holly Grove, and it 

was a very vibrant place at the time, about seven hundred and 

fifty people.  Uh—I think today, sort of in the passage of time, 

there are probably not over one or two blood relatives still there.  

Everyone has either died or moved or gone somewhere else. 

[00:10:18] SL:  So your parents must've met in Holly Grove. 

DL:  They met in Forrest City, I believe. 

SL:  Uh-huh. 

DL:  Uh—my mother's family was from Mississippi.  My dad was living 

in Forrest City.  They were married in 1932—um—and Bev was 

born in [19]33; Hayden in [19]36; I was born in . . . 

SL:  [19]39. 

DL:  . . . December [19]39.  And . . . 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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[00:10:40] SL:  So—um—you were living with your—uh—father's 

parents then for . . . 

DL:  I was living with my father's parents, but my—uh—my mother's 

mother was there, as were my father's sister, my father's 

brother, my mother's sister.  As I remember, in the summers I 

would have a choice for lunch.  I would just go [SL laughs] 

house to house, to four or five houses [SL laughs] to see who 

had the best plate. 

SL:  [Laughs]  Of course. 

DL:  And I would decide where to stop and have lunch.  [Laughter]  

And there was—and they all lived one house apart on Short 

Street.  So . . . 

[00:11:15] SL:  So they were actually in downtown—or they were in 

the town of Holly Grove. 

DL:  They were in the town of Holly Grove. 

SL:  It—the—it wasn't like living out on a farm or out . . . 

DL:  No, I never did live on a farm.  I—my world now is food and 

agriculture, but I—at the time, my grandfather had a general 

store that went back for years, and he was a cotton broker and 

factor.  And he had a couple of gins, so cotton had been in our—

our family for several generations. 

SL:  Okay, so . . . 
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[00:11:48] DL:  My—my great-great grandfather came from Jackson, 

Tennessee, to Monroe County in 1839.  His name was Jordan 

Bennett Lambert. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  He was one of seven brothers.  Six were Presbyterian ministers.  

Uh—and his son, my great-grandfather, later moved to Holly 

Grove, and—uh—our house in Holly Grove that you have a 

picture of was built, I think, around 1904.  So . . . 

[00:12:26] SL:  So—uh—was your great-grandfather—did the 

Presbyterian—uh—uh—occupation follow him?  Did—was he . . . 

DL:  Um—no, he was—he was—uh—my great-grandfather was a 

major.  He was a distinguished farmer, and he was a major in 

the Civil War.  Uh—he was very active in the Presbyterian 

Church—uh—but he was not a—he was not a minister. 

[00:12:53] SL:  Uh—Confederate side on—on . . . 

DL:  Confederate side.  Right. 

SL:  Um—so did your—um . . . 

DL:  Have a very touching letter from—when he was in prison in 

Memphis he wrote to my great-grandmother—uh—about the 

evils of war and how bad it was and how much suffering there 

was. 

[00:13:13] SL:  So he was a prisoner of war. 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp
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DL:  He was a prisoner of war. 

SL:  Did—uh—um—did he survive the—the prison?  Did he . . . 

DL:  He survived the prison. 

SL:  Good. 

DL:  Right. 

[00:13:26] SL:  And—uh—did he have—uh—brothers that did not 

survive the war or . . . 

DL:  You know, I would have to check that . . . 

SL:  Uh-huh. 

DL:  . . . Scott, in my—I'm not sure on that detail. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  Yeah. 

[00:13:37] SL:  Um—so—uh—did your—uh—grandfather ever tell 

you any of the Civil War stories at all or did . . . 

DL:  You know, I think one of the things that's so important about 

what you're doing is that when I look back, you know how 

Southern men are—tend to be silent types. 

SL:  Mh-hmm. 

DL:  He didn't talk much about that.  My father, who was involved in 

the—the—in the outfitting of Normandy, never talked about that.  

So lots of experiences our families have had—men, particularly, 

do not share those with their children, I've found.  So I don't 
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have a lot of stories.  I have some, but I don't have a lot of 

stories about things like the Civil War that I heard . . . 

SL:  Mh-hmm, mh-hmm. 

DL:  . . . ?or? others. 

SL:  Yeah, they're very—we get very few Civil War stories.  Um . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . a few, but—but not many and they're kinda sketchy and 

kinda lore . . . 

DL:  Right. 

[00:14:39] SL:  . . . ridden.  But—um—well, I wanna—I wanna spend 

some time talking about your grandparents for a while  

because . . . 

DL:  Okay. 

SL:  . . . um—I—I know that you were very young—how—you just 

spent maybe the first five or six years in Holly Grove? 

DL:  No—um—when—after my mother died and my dad was about to 

go to World War II, I went to Holly Grove and lived with my 

grandparents.  That was in 1940. 

SL:  Mh-hmm. 

DL:  And I lived there until I was a sophomore in high school. 

SL:  Oh, okay. 

DL:  And then my dad became president of the Bank of West 
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Memphis. 

SL:  Uh-huh. 

DL:  And I moved to West Memphis and I—through the eleventh and 

twelfth grade.  And . . . 

SL:  Okay . . . 

DL:  . . . from there I went to Fayetteville to the university and 

graduated from the university and then came to Washington. 

[00:15:28] SL:  Okay.  Well—uh—if—if you don't mind, I'd like to        

stick . . . 

DL:  Sure, sure. 

SL:  . . . with Holly Grove for a while. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  Um . . . 

DL:  Sure. 

SL:  Uh—the—um—um—and your—uh—I would assume that your 

earliest memories probably start—probably in middle of World 

War II, I would . . . 

DL:  They do.  I remember—I remember particularly wearing sun 

suits, those little suits that, you know, in the summer that kids 

wore that had two little straps.  And I remember my 

grandmother had a flag on her front door with two stars on it, 

which meant "I have two sons—we have two sons in World War 
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II."  I also remember going with them and my brothers on a 

very long train ride to Alamogordo, New Mexico . . .        

SL:  Hmm. 

DL:  . . . to see my father before he shipped off to England—uh—for 

what was to become the Normandy invasion.   

[00:16:30] SL:  So—wow, you got to go . . . 

DL:  I—I was—at that point I was four.  Yeah. 

SL:  But you remember that. 

DL:  Right.  I remember that.  I remember early childhood in Holly 

Grove.  I remember the trees.  Uh—I remember riding around 

everywhere with my grandmother, taking food to people.  I 

remember going up to my grandfather's store.  He had a general 

store that he was in all of his life, and he would sit at the old 

stove and smoke cigars.  He must've smoked—he and Dave 

Cocke . . . 

SL:  Huh. 

DL:  . . . must've smoked a million cigars.  Dave Cocke always 

thought I was named for him [SL laughs] and gave me a check 

every time on my birthday.  But [SL laughs] he and my [laughs] 

grandfather sat up there every day and smoked cigars and sold 

notions and clothes and—uh—tires and horse collars and things 

like that. 
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[00:17:24] SL:  So—uh—cotton was king back then. 

DL:  Cotton was king. 

SL:  Um—and—uh—your grandfather—uh—had a couple of cotton 

gins that . . . 

DL:  He did. 

SL:  And so he was—he was very involved with the—um—that—uh—

business.  I mean, the way—the way that it was run. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  It was mostly large plantation at the time. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  Maybe some sharecropping going on. 

DL:  There were lots of large farms in Monroe County and—and—and 

in Phillips County and adjoining counties.  And I remember a lot 

of—lot of businessmen would come from Memphis.  I wasn't sure 

what they were doing, and I realized that Memphis was the big 

port . . . 

SL:  Mh-hmm. 

DL:  . . . and they were coming to get the cotton samples to see what 

the cotton was worth and to decide what cotton to buy and—and 

all of that.  So that's how the ginning—and I remember playing 

in the gin when I was a child—going to the—that's—we would 

love to hide in gins and sneak behind the gin fans and jump in 
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the cotton wagons when the horses would be coming up the 

gravel road in these old cotton wagons.  We were—we'd sneak in 

the back and hide in the cotton wagon while—and then one day 

the paving machine came and paved the entire road all the way 

down to Macedonia Cemetery, where most of my family is 

buried.  So I—I remember those transitions that went on 

throughout the years. 

[00:18:55] SL:  Now I—so I—I'm assuming that there was electricity 

at the store and at the house. 

DL:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  I always had that. 

SL:  Uh—so that probably means you had a refrigerator instead of an 

icebox. 

DL:  Right, although we had a house in Hot Springs, a summer  

home . . . 

SL:  Uh-huh. 

DL:  . . . on Etta Street, and we went every summer and took the 

baths at the Fordyce Bath House. 

SL:  Uh-huh. 

DL:  And—uh—we had an icebox there.  And I remember the iceman 

would come by with these big blocks of ice, and . . . 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . my grandmother had this pick, and she would chop the ice 
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to keep everything cool.  And we had—we had fans—eventually 

air-conditioning—the window units that originally—the—everyone 

took a nap in the afternoon and had those big fans keeping 

everyone cool.  Yeah. 

SL:  Yeah, you know, I—I think—uh—early on—uh—um—movie 

theaters and—and playhouses—they would actually have a 

bunker of ice and . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . have the fans blow across—across the ice to . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . to keep it cool.  Um—so—uh—back at—at the general 

store—uh—so I'm picturing—tell me if I'm wrong—it's—it's like a 

potbelly stove in the middle of the—of the . . . 

[End of verbatim transcription] 

[00:20:14] DL:  Similar to that. 

SL:  . . . close to the middle . . . 

DL:  And I do have a photograph I'll share with you . . . 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  . . . that my brother Bev has.  But it was a long store with 

shelves on both sides, and in the middle near the back there was 

a sort of a potbellied stove with, I think, three chairs [SL laughs] 

where customers would come in and sit and rock and smoke 
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cigars and pass the time.  Behind that was a small office.  And of 

particular interest to us in the store were these great spool 

chests, which are classic things to keep.  And one of my brothers 

has one, and I have one.  And there was an old rolltop—famous 

rolltop desk . . . 

SL:  Top desk.  Uh-huh. 

DL:  . . . which is no longer in the family, unfortunately, but it was 

back there for, I guess, fifty or sixty years. 

[00:21:04] SL:  What—describe what a spool chest is. 

DL:  Spool chest is a sort of a squarish chest that has five or six or 

seven drawers, and in each drawer there are spools of thread or 

notions or pins or buttons or small items that accompany 

clothing.  So if someone says, "I've lost my buttons.  I need 

some thread to sew my shirt," and my grandfather would open 

that and, you know, take a thread.  Spool thread.  So that's a 

spool chest.  But they were very decorative, and they're 

wonderful.  I'm sure Barbara Pryor probably [SL laughs] has 

several.   

SL:  [Laughter]  She probably does.  Well, so tell me about—was 

Holly Grove—was it—were the roads paved within the town or 

was it all gravel or dirt or . . . 

DL:  Remember as a small child it was gravel, and then soon 
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thereafter the paving machine came through, and pretty much 

all the roads were paved after that going to Stuttgart and going 

to Helena and going to Brinkley and then going south where our 

roots were, all the way to St. Charles, to the river. 

SL:  So you had electricity and running water. 

DL:  We had all that.  Yeah. 

[00:22:32] SL:  And how big was Holly Grove when you were there 

growin' up? 

DL:  Holly Grove was around seven-fifty, and I think it was about the 

same thirty or forty years earlier and even today. 

SL:  About the same. 

DL:  The demographics have changed dramatically, but the numbers, 

I believe, are about the same.  I think there's been a lot of 

migration out of rural and agricultural areas.  And I remember in 

those days many families had eight, ten, twelve children.  You 

wouldn't see that in an urban area.  You wouldn't see that in 

Washington. 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  But people needed farm labor, and they wanted big families, and 

that was the custom.  And I went to school with [siren] a 

number of the families that had large—of kids in my class that 

had large families.  But I think the numbers are about the same 
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now. 

[00:23:34] SL:  So I'm going to guess that there was a fairly large 

African American population in the area. 

DL:  I think in eastern Arkansas at that time the African American 

population was probably 50 to 60 percent, especially in places 

like Phillips County and Mississippi County.  I think they correlate 

pretty much directly with cotton.  That's changed a lot.  The city 

of Holly Grove itself—I believe—I don't know that—I haven't 

researched this—it's probably majority African American today.  

It was a very small percentage then living in [siren] one part of 

town.  Now I think it's throughout the city.  But you know there's 

been a lot of migration north for reasons having to do with civil 

rights legislation, having to do with employment, having to do 

with opportunity—finding jobs in cities.  And that's part of the 

American history story.  So you see the demographics changing 

substantially.  When I grew up, eastern Arkansas was considered 

rather prosperous.  Lots of cotton plantations and big farms 

and—at least for the white community.  Northwest Arkansas was 

considered quite poor.  But now with Walmart, Tyson, J.B. Hunt, 

and what's happened historically, it's all a matter of history now.  

Unemployment in northwest Arkansas is, what, less than 2 

percent.  Eastern Arkansas, on the other hand, is suffering.  So 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp


 

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 
Arkansas Memories Project, David Lambert Interview, June 21, 2012 
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp  

22 

it's just a very dramatic social demographic change in a matter 

of half a century. 

[00:25:21] SL:  Was there—did your grandfather have African 

American customers or was it all white? 

DL:  He had a lot of African American customers—no—a lot—most of 

the stores had a lot of African American customers.  And my—

when I mentioned my great-great grandfather, he—as I told you 

yesterday, he was an early civil rights activist.  He would not 

allow services in his church unless blacks and whites could sit 

together downstairs, and that was unheard of in that day.  And 

he insisted on it, and he prevailed, and that was the way it was 

with J. B. Lambert.  So . . . 

SL:  That's good. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  But that wasn't . . . 

DL:  Change comes hard. 

SL:  Yes, it does, but I'm [DL laughs] sure that was not the way the 

community was structured.  I mean . . . 

DL:  No. 

SL:  . . . that's an exceptional . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . case. 
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DL:  It's an exceptional case. 

[00:26:23] SL:  And so he—I'm just going to assume that he came 

down on the Confederacy side because of—for economic and 

structural . . . 

DL:  Well, that was—his son came down . . . 

SL:  Oh. 

DL:  . . . on the Confederacy side. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  Yeah. 

[00:26:38] SL:  And it was most—I mean, there was—I guess the 

relationships were good when you were growing up there.  There 

wasn't really a lot of conflict. 

DL:  There was not a lot of conflict.  I think we've learned a lot about 

social change and progress, and we tended to accept things 

then, saying "This is best for everyone."  We know now that it 

wasn't. 

SL:  Mh-hmm. 

[00:27:04] DL:  You know, we've seen—I think the civil rights 

movement is clearly the most significant social movement in my 

lifetime and the most important.  And the progress that it has 

meant for African Americans and other minorities is something 

now—you know, it's hard to imagine that not very long ago the 
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color of our skin determined which building we went to school in.  

That's unimaginable now, but that's the way it was.  And change 

comes slow.  It comes hard, you know, but there are a lot of 

very courageous people who've made that change happen, and 

it's important.  And it's brought with it conflict.  It's brought 

some dislocation—a lot of other issues that have to be dealt 

with.  But it's something that needed to happen. 

[00:28:01] SL:  So did you end up working in the store?  You know, 

you might want to straighten your tie a little bit.  It's kinda . . .. 

DL:  Sure. 

SL:  There you go.  I don't want you to be disappointed in . . . 

DL:  No, no. 

SL:  . . . the way your tie looked. 

[00:28:14] DL:  I never did work in the store.  I was probably 

pampered, so I probably couldn't have worked in the store if I'd 

wanted to 'cause, you know, children just didn't work in the 

store, but we—you know, my grandfather wouldn't have allowed 

it.  So I did fun things in the summer, and I played a lotta 

basketball and went fishing with my uncles and, you know, on a 

good day at East Lake or Maddox Bay we might catch fifty or 

seventy-five or a hundred bream and crappie and, you know, 

great summers that I remember.  Mostly there.  And mostly 
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outdoor activity.  I did have gardens.  I was a—I guess that was 

my earlier—earliest brush with agriculture.  I had an FA—FFA 

project—a hundred tomato plants—and it was for us to learn the 

economics of our project.  So my grandfather had given me the 

seed, and we had a man who worked out in our yard, and he 

plowed my tomato field.  And then when I needed to take my 

tomatoes to market, my grandmother drove me up there.  And 

so when I showed my financials at the end of the project, I had 

no expenses.  And our teacher said, "I don't believe you've 

learned the message here, you know.  There were real expenses 

in your"—but I loved tomato gardening and did it for many 

years. 

[00:29:46] SL:  Well now, I may be kind of foggy on this, but it's—in 

the sharecropper realm the store would provide the seeds and 

then there would be—when the harvest came in, then those 

expenses—those kinds of expenses would be deducted from the 

value of the crop.  Is that . . . 

DL:  It's—you know, Scott, you may know more about this than I.  

It's—I never dealt with that.  I think you've got the essence of it 

right from my understanding, but it's not anything I . . . 

SL:  Well . . . 

DL:  I mean, the history of it's well known. 
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SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  So I can't add anything to that. 

[00:30:26] SL:  Yeah, I would just assume that since your 

grandfather had the gins and . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . the store that—and the sharecropping clients and the large 

plantation clients that he would somehow or another be in 

partnership. 

DL:  That's probably true.  I didn't—my brother Bev would know the 

details on that. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  I don't. 

SL:  Okay.  Well, you were kind of pampered a little bit. 

DL:  Yeah. 

[00:30:51] SL:  So when you were growing up and going fishing and 

hunting and your activities, did you have any African American 

friends that you played with?  I mean, what were the 

relationships—black and white—in a small town like that?   

DL:  You know, it's interesting as I look back, I really did not in my 

early years, and it was really discouraged.  And I remember Dan 

McNeill and I were playing out in the yard one day and an 

African American came to play football with us.  We were eight 
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or ten.  Mr. McNeill called us into the house, and we said, 

"What's the problem?"  He said, "You shouldn't be doing that."  I 

said, "Why not?"  He said, "You could start a race war."  This 

was not too long after a . . . 

SL:  Elaine. 

DL:  . . . very serious race war about forty miles away.  [00:31:51]  I 

found that disturbing.  I didn't really understand what it meant.  

But that was sort of the way things were at that time in history 

in Holly Grove, so we were not encouraged to have them.  I 

remember having a few people I was friendly with, but as far as 

a real true relationship, friendship, it was not encouraged. 

[00:32:15] SL:  So there were probably help around the house that 

were African American—I would assume helped with the 

keeping—housekeeping and . . . 

DL:  We had Mary Julia.  Mary Julia was our cook.  We had Lilly Mae, 

and Lilly Mae helped clean our house and dress me and tricked 

me into which was the left sock and the right sock.  And [SL 

laughs] we had Nep.  And they were—they, you know, they were 

all like family members.  And Nep took care of our yard.  We had 

fourteen pecan trees.  I remember on a good year when the 

pollination was just right in April, you might get twenty or thirty 

bushels of pecans from a tree.  If the pollination was not good, 
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you might get one bushel.  So—but Nep was in charge of 

everything as far as getting the pecans and mowing and looking 

out for the property.  His name was Napoleon Banks.   

SL:  Great name. 

DL:  A great guy. 

SL:  Great name. 

DL:  Great guy. 

[00:33:20] SL:  So just for—I believe that the way they harvested 

the pecans—there were long sticks that you would . . . 

DL:  Well, they . . . 

SL:  . . . rattle . . . 

DL:  . . . later had machine shakers and . . . 

SL:  . . . the whole trunk. 

DL:  . . . long sticks.  And we had some of the sticks.  I don't 

remember any of the shakers, but . . . 

SL:  Right.  

DL:  . . . eventually they fall.  So you're gonna get 'em one way or 

the other. 

[00:33:44] SL:  You—and so you would just . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  They would just shake the limb or . . . 

DL:  Right. 
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SL:  . . . bang on the limb . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . and all the . . . 

[00:33:50] DL:  And we had a fig tree with the figs, and we had a 

barn in the back and lots of hay in the barn.  And that's where 

we would play.  My cousins would come over, and we would hide 

in there and play and smoke and, you know, read comics and 

everything we could do.  And then we had—behind our house we 

had what was called the little house, and you have a photograph 

of it.  And my brothers grew up there.  It had two beds.  It was 

one big room—not that big now—and a bathroom.  And they 

lived there for years and—when they weren't going to school in 

Holly Grove, so . . . 

[00:34:29] SL:  Well, what was the school like in Holly Grove? 

DL:  I thought it was a very good school.  Classes were small.  

Classes were thirty or twenty or fifteen I member, at least in 

high school.  Maybe more than that lower school.  I remember 

most of my teachers.  My uncle—my father's sister, Gertie Rose 

Gordon, was married to Sonny Gordon, who was in the Arkansas 

Hall of Fame and coached football there for forty years and very 

revered person and coach and role model and mentor.  He was a 

father figure to hundreds of kids, particularly kids who were 
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having it tough who would leave and move to San Diego or New 

York or New Orleans or what and always come back on 

Thanksgiving or some other occasion—you know, to come back 

to Holly Grove.  But more than anything, to see Coach Gordon.  

That's how much he meant to 'em.  He was always there. 

[00:35:40] SL:  Kay, I want to talk about Coach Gordon a little bit 

further, but as far as the school—I just assume there was one 

school in Holly Grove. 

DL:  There was one school.  There was an African American school      

about two miles out toward Helena. 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  And then there was one school in Holly Grove, which was one 

sort of large building.  A separate building, which was agriculture 

and FFA.  I'm trying to remember all this now. 

SL:  That's good. 

DL:  A separate building which was home ec—white cottage—and 

then there was a gymnasium.  And then there was later a new 

lower school.  And then there was a football field with a track 

around it for track.  And then the gymnasium was for—

essentially for basketball. 

[00:36:27] SL:  So really, for a community that small, that was really 

quite a bit of facility. 
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DL:  Quite a bit of facility, and it drew from probably, I don't know, 

fifteen miles out. 

SL:  Oh. 

DL:  The buses would run, you know, all the way to wherever the 

connecting point was—schools in Marvell or schools in Clarendon 

or schools in Brinkley.  So it might be some of the people who 

rode buses each day were, you know, maybe fifteen miles.  So, 

yeah, it had quite a large, you know . . . 

[00:37:06] SL:  So Marvell and Turkey Scratch and all . . .  

[Laughter] 

DL:  Turkey Scratch.  Levon Helm. 

SL:  Yeah, all . . . 

DL:  I . . . 

SL:  . . . those places they didn't really have schools.  They . . . 

DL:  I told my son that Levon Helm—they—they're fascinated with 

Levon and, of course, God bless him . . . 

SL:  Him and . . . 

DL:  . . . he died recently, and I know Paul Berry was one of his 

eulogists. 

SL:  Yes, that's correct. 

DL:  But I tell my sons that Levon was from a suburb of Holly Grove 

called Turkey Scratch.  That's a bit of a stretch, but . . . 
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SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . close enough. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  Well, we'll talk about music in a little bit. 

DL:  Yeah. 

[00:37:41] SL:  But—so did each class in your school have its own 

room and its own teacher? 

DL:  Each class had its own homeroom and its own teacher.  Miss 

McGraw and Miss Kuchel and Miss Palmer and—you know, each 

grade had its own teacher, and we would stay in that room up 

until I guess junior high school, and then we'd, you know, go to 

different classes. 

SL:  Oh, I see. 

DL:  And then we had a large library upstairs where—and another 

thing I would just mention 'cause I've never told this.   

[00:38:27]  There's a lot in the news today about people who 

are being bullied.  And I was bullied in the seventh and eighth 

grade by a really tough guy who lived—he was a lot bigger and 

meaner.  And he would look for me every day and beat me up. 

SL:  Oh my gosh. 

DL:  And—physically with his fists.  I didn't want anyone to know 
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about it, so—I was the mascot—ball keeper for the football 

team.  But when school was over I really didn't want to go 

outside 'cause he would find me and beat me up.  So I would 

stand in the library window and watch each day—and this went 

on for several weeks—until he went to get on his bus.  And when 

I knew he was safely on his bus, I would come down and, you 

know, good to be here.  But it was terrifying, and I felt like a—

you know, "I'm not—I've got enough Southern macho.  I'm not 

gonna tell anybody I'm scared of anybody."  So . . . 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  But it was a moment I'll never forget, and I simply mention it 

because there's been so much in the news today, and you 

wonder how many cases like that are there of people, teenagers, 

who are really burdened emotionally by that dynamic, and 

particularly when they are fearful about sharing it.  So . . .  

[00:39:52] SL:  That's great strength to talk about that 'cause 

[laughs] I know how personal that is. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  You know—so do you remember how it stopped?  Did he just 

lose interest?  He found someone else to bully? 

DL:  Yeah, I think eventually he just lost interest or summer came 

and it just—things went away.  Yeah. 
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[00:40:11] SL:  Uh-huh.  So you mentioned being the ball keeper for 

the team.  So you probably had a good relationship with the 

coach, then. 

DL:  Coach—my coach—the coach was Uncle Sonny, right?  My 

father's sister's husband.  So we had a wonderful relationship as 

family and for Thanksgiving, Christmas, all the holidays, and also 

as my coach we had a wonderful relationship.  And Dan McNeill 

and I were—took care of the balls when we were in the seventh 

and eighth grade, and we'd ride on the bus with the team and 

had a great team.  Won the district championship more years 

than not—6B.  But my brother Bev is my—both of my brothers 

were All State in football.  Bev is a quarterback, and Hayden is a 

guard.  First team All State.  I didn't achieve that rank, but [SL 

laughs] they could tell you a lot more than I could about those 

years. 

[00:41:19] SL:  So you were smaller and slighter than your brothers      

or . . . 

DL:  Oh, eventually I reached that size, but I—and I played football 

and then I—in the eleventh grade I went to West Memphis to 

live with Dad and Moka.  And I was quarterback for the West 

Memphis Blue Devils.  That's back . . . 

SL:  That's big. 
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DL:  . . . before numbers matched positions. 

SL:  Positions. 

DL:  So I was number seventy . . . 

SL:  [Laughs]  That's a tackle number. 

DL:  . . . as a quarterback.  [SL laughs]  Right.  [Laughter] 

[00:41:55] SL:  Well, that's good.  You know, I was a linebacker all 

through—and . . . 

DL:  When you were a Bulldog? 

SL:  . . . guard. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  Pulling guard.  I was strong-side guard, and so I . . . 

DL:  Wow. 

SL:  . . . know . . . 

DL:  For Fayetteville. 

SL:  Yes.  I know the grit involved. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  And the two-a-days. 

DL:  You didn't play college. 

SL:  No.  Actually, I got a little bite from Navy, but I didn't pursue it. 

DL:  Right. 

[00:42:21] SL:  But the—so you member two-a-days.  I'm assuming 

you had two-a-days. 
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DL:  Oh, gosh.  August 20.  August 20—and if we were smart, we 

would start early and start running because it was hot.  And two-

a-days went on for, I guess, a couple of weeks.  But August 20 

was the day burned in the mind of every young person in—

certainly, I guess, in the state 'cause that's when football 

practice started, and that's when two-a-days started.  And it was 

always—it seemed like a hundred degrees outside.  And wind 

sprints, the dreaded wind sprints, you know. 

SL:  Red lines. 

DL:  Right.  And if you didn't do well you ran another wind sprint, so 

you were wise to start early.  And it was tough for a lot of the 

players because they were harvesting cotton, and you know, 

that's what their fathers required them to do.  So they were not 

able to go up and start working out.  I mean, they were working 

out in another way, but as far as aerobic kind of workout that 

you need for two-a-days, they weren't able to do that. 

[00:43:32] SL:  Yeah, that's also an interesting phenomenon in an 

agricultural setting is that the school calendar would oftentimes 

accommodate harvest.  It's that . . . 

DL:  Absolutely. 

SL:  So if it was time to harvest, you were out harvesting and not in 

school.  Is that . . .  
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DL:  That's right. 

SL:  . . . way it . . . 

DL:  That's right. 

SL:  . . . was in Holly Grove? 

DL:  Oh yeah, yeah.  Cotton was king.  You know, if you look at it 

today, Arkansas—probably the seven counties around Holly 

Grove, around Monroe County, harvest 49 percent of the 

nation's cotton.  So—and soybeans are very big, as you know, 

now . . . 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . Scott.  But in those days cotton was everything, you know.  

It was primarily cotton.  But the markets now are in such 

demand for other commodities, especially soybeans, you know.  

China's demand for soybeans is insatiable, and they'll take all 

the soybeans they can get from the US or Brazil or Argentina or 

anywhere else.  So farming economies have changed to match 

that.   

[00:44:51] SL:  Did you have a favorite subject when you were 

growing up in Holly Grove? 

DL:  My favorite subject was in West Memphis, and it was Latin. 

SL:  Latin? 

DL:  Latin was my favorite . . . 
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SL:  How did that happen? 

DL:  . . . course I ever had.  I don't know. 

SL:  [Laughs]  How did that happen? 

DL:  Miss Simms.  [SL laughs]  Miss Simms taught me Latin, and 

God, it was a great course.  It was just—it was a—I just 

somehow loved the language.  And she liked me, I liked her, I 

liked the course, and it just—it hit all on cylinders. 

SL:  It was fun for you. 

[00:45:25] DL:  What I did not like was math then and now.  [SL 

laughs]  I remember after the fifth grade I—there was an 

incinerator in our back yard, and with great ceremony I called 

my friends over when school was out, and I burned my math 

book in the incinerator.  [SL laughs]  And that was [laughter] my 

symbolic victory of who was gonna win on this thing.  [Laughter]  

I've . . . 

SL:  Well . . . 

DL:  . . . probably paid the price since.  [Laughs] 

SL:  Probably so.  I mean, you know, you may want to—you 

should've kept that [DL laughs] just to go back to it . . . 

DL:  That's right. 

SL:  . . . for what was ahead of you in the sixth grade. 

DL:  Yeah. 
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[00:45:59] SL:  Well, what about—were there any influential 

teachers at Holly Grove before you went to Memphis? 

DL:  Well, the most influential was Coach Gordon. 

SL:  Uh-huh.  Did he also teach? 

DL:  He taught science, and he taught me to drive.  He taught me to 

ride a bicycle.  But I remember Miss Palmer was a favorite 

teacher in the fourth grade.  Miss McGraw in the first grade I 

remember was one of my favorite teachers.  So yeah, we 

remember our teachers . . . 

SL:  Yeah, we do. 

DL:  . . . you know.  Whether it's growing up or college, we—the 

teachers who've made an impression—if I had my life over—I 

have the good fortune now—I'm teaching for the first time in my 

life.  I teach a graduate course Catholic University on the 

international politics of hunger and food.  If I had my life over, 

I'd be a teacher.  And my son Taylor said, "Why?"  I said, 

"Because in my judgment it is the most important thing we can 

do on this earth."  You know, it's up there with some other 

revered professions, which I—you know, the clergy and the 

military and others.  But I think teaching is what I would like to 

have done all my life.  I find it one of the most rewarding things 

I've ever done. 
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[00:47:28] SL:  It—you know, it is rewarding to see that bulb turn on 

in the student's face. 

DL:  Right.  And . . . 

SL:  There's something . . .  

DL:  And to get a letter—and teachers get letters like this.  I—not 

that I've gotten a lot, but I got a letter the other day from 

someone who's now living way off.  And he said, "I just wanted 

you to know that you changed my life.  I changed my profession 

because of your course.  I'm going to Africa.  I'm working in a 

village there because of my course on hunger with you."  So it 

was pretty cool.  [Laughs] 

SL:  It is pretty cool.  That—you know . . . 

DL:  Kind of makes your day.  [Laughs] 

SL:  It does.  It—a week, a month. 

DL:  Yeah, [laughs] right. 

SL:  Makes your year.  [Laughs] 

DL:  Exactly. 

SL:  Really, it does. 

DL:  Exactly. 

[00:48:08] SL:  I understand.  Well, I had a question about—well, I 

know what it was.  It—you talked about the Catholic University.  

And that brings me back to religion, growing up.  Were your 
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grandparents churchgoers?  Were they . . . 

DL:  Devout Presbyterians.  Went to church every Sunday.  We had 

our own pew.  They had been going there, and they were very 

prominent members of the Presbyterian Church in Holly Grove 

back from when they were first married.  So yeah, all those 

years.  There were two churches.  There was a Presbyterian 

Church, and across the street, caddy-cornered, was the 

Methodist Church.  [SL laughs]  And when we would lose a 

preacher, everybody would go to the Methodist Church.  Then if 

they ever lost a preacher, they would all come over to our 

church.  So I can remember spending six months over in the 

Methodist Church before we went back home to the Presbyterian 

Church.  [Laughs] 

[00:49:21] SL:  Well, so now I'm assuming that you probably had 

Sunday clothes . . . 

DL:  Oh, yeah. 

SL:  . . . that you . . . 

DL:  We . . .  

SL:  . . . dressed up. 

DL:  We dressed up on Sunday and had Sunday school, and I got 

eight or ten years, and you had those little pins and buttons you 

wore for not missing Sunday school, and that was another 
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thing—Coach Gordon was one of my Sunday school teachers and 

others.  But no, it was a key part of our life, and I think faith's 

very important, irrespective of the institutional setting.  I think 

there's a reason for that.  I think it's valuable. But I think it's 

important to have a faith system either way. 

[00:50:04] SL:  Was there—were there any other church activities 

besides what happened for you on Sundays?  Were you 

members of youth organizations? 

DL:  We had Bible school in the summer.  And there's a camp in 

Arkansas called Ferncliff in west Pulaski County.  We went to 

summer camp there for two weeks every year.  There was a 

Sunday night prayer group that we went—a youth group that we 

had at our church.  And there were some other related activities 

and cookouts and things like that.  But there was the Sunday 

morning service and the obligatory three hymns and the Lord's 

Prayer, and there was benediction and, you know, the twenty-

minute sermon and all the rest of it. 

[00:50:58] SL:  Did y'all ever have the preacher over for dinner  

or . . . 

DL:  Oh, sure.  We did in—both in Holly Grove and West Memphis. 

Yeah, we were—my grandparents and my parents were 

prominent Presbyterians and very active in church work. 
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[00:51:17] SL:  Was there a Bible in the house?  Did y'all ever do 

any studying of the Bible in the house or . . . 

DL:  There was a Bible and a—there was a definitely a Bible in the 

house.  I don't remember regular readings.  Like today, I happen 

to be a member of a prayer group and another Bible group at my 

church.  But I don't remember that in our house.  We heard a lot 

of Bible from church, and there was some reading from my 

grandmother at home, but I don't recall that as a regular basis. 

[00:51:52] SL:  I would assume grace was probably spoken at each 

meal. 

DL:  Always. 

SL:  Was it . . . 

DL:  At the beginning. There was always a prayer at the beginning.  

"Father, bless us for this food and through this bounty"—and the 

standard short prayer. 

SL:  Yeah.  Did . . . 

DL:  Nothing extensive.  Nothing heavy, but . . . 

SL:  Right.  Always that . . . 

DL:  Obligatory. 

SL:  . . . acknowledgement. 

DL:  Always there. 

SL:  Yeah. 
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DL:  Yeah. 

[00:52:15] SL:  And did that—did the table take turns with the grace 

or was it always the father or always the grandmother? 

DL:  My recollection is it was our grandfather did it.  And then on 

Sunday evening my dad's brother, Walker Patterson Lambert, 

and his wife, Willa Lambert, and their two daughters, Diane and 

Patricia, and then Aunt Gertie and Coach Gordon and their 

daughter, Mary Ann, would always come for dinner.  We had 

dinner together on Sunday evening. 

SL:  What a great . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . thing. 

DL:  It was a great tradition every Sunday.  [SL laughs]  And other 

times.  But—and then when my grandmother was older, we 

would always have lunch at the Serve U Cafe so my father could 

just walk a block down, and I would drive up with her, and 

whoever was around would have lunch together.  And . . . 

[00:53:07] SL:  Well, I—let's talk a little bit about your grandmother. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  I'm assuming she was a good cook.  Is that . . . 

DL:  She was a good cook, although she had someone else cooking 

when she wanted to.  And we always had a big breakfast.  She 
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made two eggs sunny side, bacon, and toast every day.  [SL 

laughs]  Except my grandfather loved salt mackerel and 

occasionally squirrel, fried squirrel.  But normally it was bacon, 

eggs, and toast.  And I remember—course, in a farming 

community, the big meal of the day is called dinner, and it's at 

noon.  [00:53:49]  What's left over is called supper, and in the 

winter it was at probably five thirty, and in the summer it was at 

six.  And people often took naps after dinner because it was so 

hot and they were out in the fields or out in the weather.  And—

but I was very close to my grandmother, and she essentially 

raised me from the time I was six months old until I was 

fourteen, and I moved in 1955 to West Memphis.  So . . . 

[00:54:28] SL:  So did you have things that you were responsible for 

within the house?  Did you have chores?  Did you make your 

own bed?  Did you help with the laundry at all or . . . 

DL:  Nothing. 

SL:  Nothing.  They—all that was provided for you. 

DL:  I guess.  I certainly wish I had.  [SL laughs]  I understand the 

life lessons that come from that.  But that's just not the way it 

was, you know.  I tried to do things and tried to be helpful and 

be a team player, and you know, I would help with groceries, 

and you know, I did—"nothing" is an overstatement.  But I didn't 
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really have a lot of required labor that I had to do . . . 

SL:  Right, you . . . 

DL:  . . . because that was part of my being pampered because my 

mother had died, and you know, that was just . . . 

[00:55:24] SL:  Can we talk a little bit about your mother just  

for a . . . 

DL:  Sure. 

SL:  . . . little bit?  Did you—did they ever talk to you about the way 

your mother was or how your mother was or her passions and 

her interests or . . . 

DL:  You know, it was clearly that she was much loved.  Her pictures 

were everywhere, photographs.  But the pain of it was such that 

I don't have any current memory of a lot of conversation either 

with my grandparents or my father about my mother except in a 

passing way.  Not a lot of education on "This is what your 

mother was about," and I think it was part of—you know, the 

first step in any loss is denial.  [00:56:10]  Anything that's 

painful, you want to deny it.  And I think that lasted quite a 

while.  So she was revered in photographs and conversation.  

And I would go over to her mother's, my other grandmother, 

and her four sisters and brother and see everyone so—she was 

beautiful.  My dad was very much in love with her, and I've 
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heard a lotta stories.  But it was—course—and my older brother 

was six, so he has some memories.  When you all talk . . . 

SL:  Bev.  Mh-hmm. 

DL:  Yeah, Bev has some—a lot of memories about . . . 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  . . . our mother.  We lived on Monroe Street just off Cantrell—

Kavanaugh—in Little Rock when she died.  And so—but she had 

grown up in Forrest City. 

[00:57:09] SL:  Kay.  Was there any—were there any musical 

instruments in your grandparents' home? 

DL:  A lot.  My brothers were both jazz musicians. 

SL:  At—early on? 

DL:  Bev and Hayden . . . 

SL:  Or . . . 

DL:  Early on.  The piano, tenor sax.  Brubeck, Getz . . . 

SL:  "Take five."  Yeah.   

DL:  . . . you know, Stan Kenton.  I was not allowed to listen to—I 

mean, on the jukebox were country and western. 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  Which I love now, but I wasn't allowed to listen to that 'cause 

that wasn't cool.  [SL laughs]  It was—they were out, you know, 

doing—playing jazz, you know, "Something Cool" by June Christy 
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or, you know, "How High the Moon" or, you know, all the great 

jazz classics.  So I grew up listening to jazz almost exclusively. 

[00:58:13] SL:  Who started that?  I mean . . . 

DL:  I don't know how . . . 

SL:  . . . who in the family . . . 

DL:  . . . my older brothers got into jazz, but they were—they still are 

today, both of 'em.  They still love jazz and still play the piano 

and all the rest of it.  So it was a very different [SL laughs]—so 

there was a lotta music, not with my grandparents, but in the 

little house . . . 

SL:  In back. 

DL:  . . . where it was rocking with, you know, jazz standards 

continuously. 

[00:58:42] SL:  So did you pick up any instrument? 

DL:  No.  One day I said, "I'd like to do this," and they said, "Well, all 

right."  They handed me a saxophone and said, "Play 'Blue 

Moon'."  I said, "Well, I can't."  And they said, "Well, you're too 

slow.  Forget it."  [SL laughs]  That was my . . . 

SL:  That's vicious. 

DL:  That was my lesson in jazz.  [SL laughs]  So we laughed about 

that later on, but I never—I wish I had done music early on.  I 

love music. 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp


 

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 
Arkansas Memories Project, David Lambert Interview, June 21, 2012 
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp  

49 

SL:  Uh-huh.  Is it . . . 

DL:  I love music, but I am not a—you know, the piano or the 

saxophone or the others—I don't play. 

[00:59:16] SL:  So did your taste lend its—go to jazz or were you 

more mainstream? 

DL:  Oh, I still—I loved Brubeck and June Christy and Anita O'Day 

and Chris Connor and all those and—but I also like Springsteen 

and the Beach Boys and Elvis and Bob Marley and [SL laughs]—

you know, I have rather eclectic taste, but I love music. 

[00:59:43] SL:  Well, so were—was the piano in the little house in 

back or was it in the main house? 

DL:  It was in the little house.  Oh, yeah. 

SL:  Anything in the big house?  Did the . . .  

DL:  Nothing in the way of music. No, the music was all in the little 

house. 

[00:59:58] SL:  Okay.  And so I bet there was a radio in the big 

house, though. 

DL:  Oh yeah, there was a radio.  There was an old radio that we 

used to open and imagine that we were airline pilots [SL laughs] 

and turn the knobs and play airplane and do that.  But it also 

worked as a real radio.  And we had several butane stoves.  You 

know, the small ones with three plates or five plates or seven 
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plates.  And my grandfather had a tall dresser, and at the top of 

the dresser we used to get on a little—a chair and go up and 

look.  And in that dresser for years there would be a case of 

Juicy Fruit, a case of Doublemint, and a loaded .38.   

SL:  Oh! 

DL:  And we would look at that gun and—"Whoa!" and snatch our 

gum and close the door again.  And about once a year he would 

go out on New Year's or something and fire it, and that was it.  

[Laughs]  It was the only time he had ever used it, but we'll 

never forget as kids my cousins and brothers looking up and 

seeing that gun.  So . . .   [Laughs] 

[01:01:13] SL:  That's interesting.  So as far as the radio goes, were 

there family listening times?  Were . . . 

DL:  You know, the . . . 

SL:  Did you go to it for news or . . . 

DL:  I don't remember much about World War II and just after that, 

but I do remember when television came in we would always 

watch "Show of Shows" and the "Hit Parade" and "The Lone 

Ranger" and those little black-and-white boxes.  I remember a 

Razorback game when Lance Alworth scored a touchdown  

and . . . 

SL:  Sure. 
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DL:  . . . we won the Sugar Bowl 7–6 . . . 

SL:  Yes. 

DL:  . . . fifty years ago and . . .  

SL:  Absolutely. 

DL:  [Laughs]  You know, I have some early memories of football 

games and the old radio shows and Sid Caesar and Imogene 

Coca and . . . 

[01:02:05] SL:  When you were in high sch—in Holly Grove in high 

school, did you—or I guess even earlier—were Razorback 

football games on the radio?  Did you ever hear those? 

DL:  Oh yeah, and very devoted Razorback fans.  My father, my Uncle 

Walker, Coach Gordon—they took me to a lot of Razorback 

games to War Memorial Stadium—in Crump Stadium.  I went to 

many Razorback games in Little Rock. 

[01:02:42] SL:  Did you get to see Clyde Scott play?     

DL:  You know—let's see, when did Clyde Scott—[19]46—you know, 

I—he played [19]46–[19]48.  I don't think I remember that, but 

I remember a lot of 'em in the [19]50s.  Back when they had 

those long striped jerseys. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  And Pat Summerall. 

SL:  Absolutely. 
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DL:  I remember Pat Summerall and, you know, so I was a Razorback 

fan early on, and my whole family was, so many—my—I bet my 

dad went to a thousand Razorback games. 

[01:03:20] SL:  Well, you know, they had the advantage of just kind 

of being the state's only statewide football team.  I mean, it was 

part of being from Arkansas.   

DL:  Right, right. 

SL:  But Razorback football—not really any other thing . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . Razorback.  It was football and . . . 

DL:  Right, football.  Bowden Wyatt and Lamar McHan and John 

Barnhill and—yeah.  Yeah, I remember those days.  Yeah. 

Isham Randolph: Tape's at—running out. 

SL:  Okay, we're about done with our first hour. 

DL:  Kay.  Good. 

[Tape stopped] 

[01:03:55] SL:  What were we talking about at the end . . .  

IR:  Arkansas football. 

DL:  Oh. 

IR:  Where everyone ends up talking about [unclear words].  

[Laughs] 

SL:  What a culture that is.  I mean, the whole . . . 
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DL:  Oh, yeah. 

[01:04:04] SL:  . . . football thing early on.  And you know, I've 

heard that War Memorial Stadium was built mainly so people 

could see Clyde Scott play. 

DL:  That's probably true.  [Laughter]  You know, and I—you still find 

people in Washington—when you mention his name, they say, 

"Yeah, Smackover Scott."  They . . . 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  . . . all know that. 

SL:  Right.   

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  Well, he was a wonderful, wonderful interview.  A wonderful 

man. 

DL:  That's great, and I'm glad that happened. 

SL:  Yeah, me too.  

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  His wife and Marsha, of course—I mean, they're all just . . . 

DL:  You know . . . 

SL:  . . . A-list people. 

DL:  . . . I remember Marsha saying, "It's not—you know, she has 

great confidence in Scott.  That's not the issue.  The issue is 

whether Dad feels like he's up to the interview," and [SL laughs] 
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you brought him out, so they'd—and I'm glad that happened. 

SL:  Well, he was wonderful.  He was wonderful.  And you're doing 

good, too. 

DL:  Good.  Thank you. 

SL:  You're doing good, too.  I . . . 

DL:  Good. 

SL:  But I—you know, I think that whole part of Arkansas, Holly 

Grove and all those communities around there, is such a—so 

steeped in history that most any descriptions that we get 

whenever we find 'em, they're just priceless.  I . . . 

DL:  Right, right. 

[01:05:15] SL:  You know, so what kind of—what teams did you guys 

play?  What—where did Holly Grove travel to, and what teams 

came in? 

DL:  Holly Grove was—and in a few minutes if you want, I'll go back 

to our earlier years. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  Our roots . . . 

SL:  Good. 

DL:  . . . way before that.  But we were 6B, and 6B was Clarendon 

and Brinkley and Parkin and Marvell and DeValls Bluff and Hazen 

and schools like that.  And occasionally we would play at DeWitt 
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or Wynne or someone like that.  [01:06:00]  But normally it was 

those in that three- or four-county area.  And we tended to be a 

smaller school, but the records were great under Coach Gordon.  

As I mentioned earlier, he won a lot of championships.  So 

sports were a big part of our lives—baseball, football, all of it.  I 

remember going to many Arkansas Traveler games—Little Rock.  

I can still name—I won't burden you with it—the entire lineup 

from the 1951 Little Rock Travelers [SL laughs] back when they 

had Duke Doolittle and Milo Johnson and, you know, Al Yaylian 

and all those guys.  Johnny Grice, Scooter Koshorek,  Al Flair—

you know, great teams.  They won the championship that year.  

But we played a lot of sports growing up.  Football, basketball, 

track.  So, yeah, sports were a big part of the Lambert world. 

[01:07:00] SL:  You know, speaking of Lambert—is that French? 

DL:  Lambert.  My heritage is English and French and Scottish and 

Irish, so I've got it all.  Came through Virginia and Carolina into 

Tennessee.  And then I mentioned in 1839 seven brothers came 

to south Monroe County—J. B. Lambert—and we were in that 

part for a while, and then around the turn of the century my 

branch went to Holly Grove, and Blanche Lincoln's branch went 

to Helena—Jordie Lambert.  So we were—we sort of split as 

branches, but we all came from the same—the common ancestor 
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is buried in south Monroe County, Jordan Bennett Lambert. 

[01:07:57] SL:  So Blanche's great-grandfather and your great-

grandfather were brothers.  Is that how that works? 

DL:  In a word, our grandfathers had the same grandfather. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  It might be off a half a generation, but that's her father, Jordie, 

and I—our grandfathers had the same grandfather.  And they 

were involved in agriculture and farming and cotton, as you well 

know.  So . . . 

[01:08:26] SL:  Well, I'm looking forward to sitting with Blanche 

tomorrow. 

DL:  Oh, great.  Is that—oh, good. 

SL:  I believe that's going to happen. 

DL:  Oh, good. 

SL:  I don't think I'm gonna get . . . 

DL:  Oh . . . 

SL:  . . . as much time with her . . .  

DL:  Oh, wow. 

SL:  . . . as I'd love, but . . . 

DL:  That's—well, that'll be a . . . 

SL:  . . . I think . . . 

DL:  . . . good interview. 
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SL:  . . . we'll follow—get to follow up with her, too. 

DL:  That's great. 

[01:08:39] SL:  And by the way, if we don't—if we're not satisfied or 

if you're not satisfied with whatever we do today we can—we'll 

get back together.  I mean, it's . . . 

DL:  Kay. 

SL:  And maybe some kind of little family gathering around Bev, too.  

Maybe . . .  

DL:  That'd be wonderful. 

SL:  . . . we could schedule that and . . . 

DL:  I would love to do that. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  And if you're in Fayetteville, he and I'd probably be there in the 

fall, so—or Little Rock.   

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  So yeah, that would be good. 

SL:  You're on my fall calendar, then.  [Laughs] 

DL:  It'd be good. 

[01:09:07] SL:  I love that.  All right.  Well, so was there anything 

else you wanted to talk about or you want—you were talking 

about getting back to the earlier stuff. 

DL:  I was just—I think we've covered it, essentially, on how we got 
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to Arkansas and from there to today. 

[01:09:26] SL:  Okay.  So what about—was there a movie theater?  

Where was the closest movie theater? 

DL:  In Holly Grove?  There was the Grove Theater. 

SL:  Ah! 

DL:  And the Grove Theater had double features on Thursday night 

and Friday night and a matinee on Saturday and a matinee in 

the evening Saturday and Sunday.  I would get thirty cents, a 

quarter and a nickel and—no, I'd get fifty cents, and I would go 

to Thompson's drug store, and I would buy two Looney Tunes 

and Merry Melodies comic books for ten cents each.  Then I'd go 

to the Grove Theater, and that was fifteen cents to get in.  And 

then I got popcorn for a nickel and a Coke for a nickel and some 

mints for a nickel.  So that was the—how my fifty cents went on 

Saturday afternoon.  [Laughs]  And we—one of our cousins 

actually ran the Grove Theater, and we spent a lot of time there.  

And—I mean, it was the center of entertainment, you know, in 

Holly Grove.  So I remember watching a lot of film noir—a lot of 

Bogart and Cagney and all the MGM classics and Gne With The 

Wind and all the Saturday afternoon serials where someone was 

hanging on the precipice at the end and was saved in the next 

installment, and [SL laughs] we watched those every Saturday 
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afternoon for years.  And yeah, that was a key part of our lives 

growing up, the Grove Theater. 

[01:11:08] SL:  Were you too young to be in there during the 

newsreels?  Did—were there newsreels? 

DL:  No, I remember the newsreels.  And I can still hear that funny 

sound when they start, you know. 

SL:  Uh-huh.  Clickity-clickity-click. 

DL:  Yeah, you can—well, you can see it today when somebody'll—

yeah.   

[01:11:27] SL:  Well, let's see.  Do—I want to ask about the train.  

Do—were there actually tracks that went through Holly Grove? 

DL:  One thing I remember about my transportation course in 

Fayetteville business school was that the height of American 

railroad was 1912.  There was more trackage than any other 

time.  But when I was growing up, the train came through 

several times a day.  And there was the station and everything 

else, and it went to Memphis, Little Rock, and the rest of the 

world.  So it's been gone now for, I guess, I don't know, thirty-

five or forty years.  The plat—the cotton platform was there.  A 

lotta cotton was exported out of Holly Grove, most of it going, I 

guess, to Memphis, you know, for the barges—the compress to 

reduce it by a third.  And after the compress it would be put on 
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the barges and go all over the world, North Carolina and England 

and India and wherever it would go.  So—yeah, but I remember 

being on a train—small boy going to Memphis and going to Little 

Rock.  Yeah. 

[01:12:41] SL:  That was the way you traveled distances. 

DL:  Right.  There, and cars.  But we would take family trips to Hot 

Springs each summer—101 Etta Street.  Stay for a month, and 

one of my aunts and uncles would stay for a couple of weeks and 

then the other for a couple of weeks.  And we would go to the 

Fordyce Bath House every day.  Have a bath and a steam and all 

of that.  And then we'd go to Frankie's.  The adults would go to 

Frankie's and have lunch.  The younger generation would go to 

Steak 'n Shake [SL laughs] and have a chili mac three ways. 

SL:  You bet. 

[01:13:20] DL:  And then there was the Malco Theater and the 

Paramount Theater and a couple of others.  And then we'd go to 

the alligator farm and the ostrich farm and Whittington Park, and 

I remember all the tarantulas and the centipedes and, you know, 

all of nature running wild in—on those mountains 'cause their 

house was right next to the mountain.  So, many fun summer 

memories there.  And we went by and looked at that house.  I 

gave you a picture of us standing in front of that house in the 
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[19]40s, but we had a picture taken with all of our cousins 

together last year in front of the house. 

SL:  That's great.  How many heads are in that shot? 

DL:  Well, you know, eight or ten. 

SL:  Yeah.  Mh-hmm. 

DL:  It was my brothers and cousins and spouses.  So you know, the 

people in the house—I think it wasn't—they weren't quite sure 

what we were doing out there taking a picture.  But [laughter] 

this is where we grew up.  [Laughter]  This is very important to 

us as far as our roots. 

[01:14:28] SL:  Hot Springs was a—kind of an anomaly in Arkansas, 

wasn't it?  It was kind of . . .  

DL:  It really was. 

SL:  There was Arkansas . . . 

DL:  Very different. 

SL:  . . . following all the rules and laws, and then there was Hot 

Springs that—folks just kinda let Hot Springs be Hot Springs. 

DL:  That's right.  And then there was Governor Faubus only 

discovered, I guess, was it in his fourth or fifth term that there's 

gambling in Hot Springs.  [Laughter]  Right out of the great 

movie.  And then Hot Springs had—back in the Al Capone days, 

if you recall, Hot Springs was the peace ground.  The mobs 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp


 

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 
Arkansas Memories Project, David Lambert Interview, June 21, 2012 
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp  

62 

would come from Chicago and leave their guns, take the baths 

and go down Central Avenue.  You know, no shots were fired.  It 

was just an understanding that this was a special place.  So it—

you're right, it does have a—it has a place in history that's very 

different.  [01:15:31]  I was—some—in the Clinton years some 

author was speaking over at AEI and said, "Yeah, there's this 

town, this evil town in Arkansas called Hot Springs, and it's just 

out of control and all this crime and sex and"—you know, I 

listened for a while, and I said, "I just—since this was one of my 

hometowns, I just want to say—I don't know about the rest of 

your book on this exposé, but that's categorically untrue."  I 

said, "Hot Springs, in fact, has more churches per bar than any 

city in the South.  And it's quite a law-abiding town, 

notwithstanding its image.  But you know, I don't want to [SL 

laughs] ruin your story."  [Laughter]  But . . . 

SL:  Good for you.  I'm glad you stood up for Hot Springs. 

DL:  Yeah, yeah. 

SL:  It is a great town. 

DL:  It is. 

[01:16:21] SL:  Well, I think we should maybe talk a little bit about 

your dad. 

DL:  Kay. 
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SL:  Did you hear much from him during the war? 

DL:  I don't recall hearing much from him during the war because—

you know, I'm sure there were a few letters.  I was two, three, 

four years old.  I very distinctly remember seeing him when he 

came home.  We went to Clarendon, and that's where the train 

came.  And my brothers and I were waiting.  But once he came 

home from the war, and we were in Hot Springs.  It was in the 

summer, and we hadn't seen him in, I guess, a year and a half.  

And that morning my older brothers had stretched a cord along a 

hall in our house and called me.  They said, "We have some 

candy for you." 

SL:  Oh! 

DL:  I was about six—four.  I came running as fast as I could.  Splat!   

And my grandmother was outraged about that and said, "I'm 

gonna have your father punish you when he gets here."  And, 

now, he hadn't seen his sons in a year and a half.  He comes in 

from the war—we're all in the back room—and she says, 

"Beverly, you've got to go spank Bev and Hayden because they 

hurt David this morning."  And he's thinking, "Okay."  So he 

goes in to see us [laughs], tears in his eyes, and he said, "All 

right, I want everybody to start crying." And he claps his open 

hand, and we're going "Oh, oh!"  And [laughs] he said, "Don't 
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ever tell Hanny I didn't punish you."  [SL laughs]  He said, "It's 

just hard to do today."  [Laughter] 

SL:  What a great dad.   

DL:  [Laughs]  Yeah. 

SL:  That was neat. 

DL:  Yeah.  It was. 

[01:18:07] SL:  So do you know what he did in the war—what his 

role was? 

DL:  He was in the south of England outfitting planes for Normandy.  

And my wife's—then wife's father, Jim Cassedy, was actually at 

Normandy Beach on D-Day.  So both of my sons—both of their 

grandparents had a . . .  

SL:  Role. 

DL:  . . . key role in Normandy.  So . . . 

[01:18:35] SL:  So he—I think earlier you were saying Southern men 

don't really talk much about the tragedies or the hard times . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . in their lives.  Did he—I mean, it sounds like he was not on 

the front line, but he was . . . 

DL:  Right.  I—he was a devoted—a wonderful father—devoted father.  

We were very close, but I don't recall his sharing many stories 

about the war or about things that he did when he was away or 
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about my mother's death or any of that.  He talked a lot about 

family and Razorbacks, sports, football, family, you know, 

politics.  He loved politics.  He was head of the Senior Democrats 

in Arkansas.  He was very close to John McClellan.  He was good 

friends with Senator Fulbright and with Wilbur Mills and with 

Oren Harris and Took Gathings and David Pryor and Dale 

Bumpers, and he was close to all of the Democratic 

establishment.  He loved politics more than anyone I've ever 

known.  He represented the Arthritis Foundation.  He came to 

Washington to lobby for the Arthritis Foundation and to lobby—

he was president of the Arkansas Bankers Association.  Very 

active in the American Bankers Association.  He was head of the 

legislative committee and so—yeah. 

[01:20:20] SL:  So how soon after he got back did y'all land in 

Memphis? 

DL:  Well, he was—he got back in [19]45, I guess.  And several years 

he worked—he lived in Holly Grove and worked in the Bank of 

Holly Grove.  It was next door to Papa's store. B. J. Lambert 

General Merchandise.  And then in the early [19]50s he met 

Moka Mankin from Fort Smith.  They fell in love.  They were 

married in 1953.  She was from—she was living in Little Rock 

then.  And then Dad was named president of the Bank of West 
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Memphis, so they moved to West Memphis when I was in junior 

high school.  And then by the tenth grade—about 1955—I 

decided to join them.  So I—eleventh and twelfth grades in West 

Memphis High School when Dad was president of the Bank of 

West Memphis.  So this was nearly two hours from Holly Grove—

Crittenden County, as you know. 

[01:21:25] SL:  Mh-hmm.  West Memphis is much smaller than 

Memphis, but . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . I would assume that the culture there was a bit different 

than it was in Holly Grove—or not.  I—I've never really talked 

with anyone about West Memphis.  What was it like in West 

Memphis? 

DL:  I suppose it was a bit different because it was so close to 

Memphis.  And it was really like part of Memphis, but it had an 

Arkansas flavor, and its loyalties and allegiances were more to 

Arkansas than in Memphis, so I guess it was a bit more urbane 

and people were—traveled more.  And there was a lot more 

booming economic activity.  [01:22:16]  Interstate highways 

coming through.  So it had that distinction.  But I don't know in 

its heart and in its values it was much different.  The people I 

went to church with at First Presbyterian Church in West 
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Memphis were not any substantially different from the person I 

would see at First Presbyterian Church in Holly Grove. 

[01:22:44] SL:  Speaking of church in small-town Arkansas, did you 

ever see any revivals or—I know that probably wasn't as 

predominant in Presbyterian . . . 

DL:  Yeah, I recall that—early years going to some tent revivals. And 

some preachers there who were right out of the movie, Elmer 

Gantry.  You know, almost scary.  Biblical.  Old Testament.  

Revenge.  "God will punish you."  It was not the God of love, it 

was the God of "I'm gonna get you if you don't do right."  That 

was—yeah, that impressed me.  I didn't care for it, but I 

remember being part of it and [laughs]—you know, "J-O-Y," he 

said.  "Jesus, others, and you.  That's a word.  J-O-Y."  He said, 

"Y-J-O.  That doesn't spell anything.  Y-J—J-Y-O."  He said, "J-O-

Y is the only way you can spell the word."  And I remember 

things like—an entire sermon on that—and "Okay, J-O-Y.  I got 

it.  I've got the order of things.  Jesus, others, and you."  Pretty 

good philosophy, but I—the tent revivals I recall a bit.  Not in 

West Memphis, but outside of Holly Grove. 

[01:24:06] SL:  So were they—they weren't really church sponsored, 

were they?  The . . . 

DL:  You know, I never knew that, Scott.  I don't know.  They just      
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would . . . 

SL:  It just sounds . . . 

DL:  . . . spring up. 

SL:  . . . kind of foreign to the . . . 

DL:  Yeah, they would . . . 

SL:  . . . Presbyterian or Methodist ?stuff?. 

DL:  Yeah, I—no, I don't think they were sponsored because they—

you know, you had your church building. 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  So you didn't really need that.  [01:24:26]  I think these were 

evangelists.  They were Matthew 28, and so they would just 

show up, and they were—I would guess they were more likely 

Southern Baptists, but I don't know that.  But I remember being 

outside of town and going to a couple of 'em. 

SL:  It was frightening [laughs] to you. 

DL:  But not staying very long.  [Laughter] 

SL:  Well . . . 

DL:  I was thinking, "This isn't—this is not my cup of tea."  [Laughs] 

[01:24:53] SL:  Right, but it was a phenomenon that . . . 

DL:  It was a phenomenon and . . . 

SL:  . . . happened and . . . 

DL:  . . . it's phenomenon today how people are influenced by faith.  
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I—there's a wonderful book called The Battle for God by Karen 

Armstrong, which is about the history and roots of 

fundamentalism.  She takes Islam and Judaism and Christianity 

going back to 1492 and how it's influenced history, you know.  

And she said these things are stronger now than they have ever 

been 'cause people are looking for answers more than they ever 

have.  So I—it's a phenomenon, but I think it's part of a 

permanency on a—the way it affects the human condition. 

[01:25:39] SL:  What about traveling minstrel shows? 

DL:  Oh, yeah. 

SL:  Music shows.  Did you experience any of that? 

DL:  Well, I—yeah—oh, yes.  Yeah, they came to Holly Grove—the 

minstrels.  The Rabbit Foot Minstrels . . . 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . they were called. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  You'd get a little rabbit's foot.  And a lot of heavy equipment and 

the ground would shake and, you know, lots of side shows and 

things and entertainers.  And I also remember going to North 

Little Rock or Little Rock to the Ringling Brothers, Barnum & 

Bailey and seeing those shows then in Memphis.  Right.  Yeah, I 

hadn't thought about the Rabbit Foot Minstrels in years.  
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Absolutely.  They must've gone everywhere if they came to 

[laughs] Holly Grove. 

SL:  Well, you know, of course they did. 

DL:  They came to Fayetteville, didn't they? 

[01:26:28] SL:  No, I don't think I ever saw 'em in Fayetteville.  But 

what about—I mean, you know, of course, we mentioned Levon 

Helm earlier. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  And he talks about minstrel shows at length, and it appears in 

the music that they played. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  But he talked about an early evening show and then a later 

show.  And it—like, the early evening show, the kids could be 

around, but the late show, it got a little bit more risqué, and the 

kids were kind of shuffled off, and the parents got to stay.   

[01:27:04] DL:  You know, you've just highlighted the reason I wish 

you had been around forty years ago [SL laughs] doing this very 

thing—to capture memories like that, that had happened forty 

years earlier that people had a clearer memory on.  You know, 

that's why it's so valuable, you know. 

[01:27:27] SL:  So you don't really remember any particular musical 

act or . . . 
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DL:  No, no, not really.  I just remember—I remember going to the 

Rabbit Foot Minstrels and being very excited about it [SL 

laughs]—the fact that they were here [SL laughs], you know.  

"We've got some excitement in town.  We don't have to watch 

'em fill the Coke machines or, you know, go to an anvil shoot."   

[01:27:46] SL:  [Laughs]  Right.  An anvil shoot?  What is an anvil 

shoot? 

DL:  Have an anvil and you put gunpowder down.  And then put 

another anvil on top and you get a twenty-foot-long stick, and 

you fire it, and it blows the top anvil up in the air, and everyone 

cheers.  [Laughter]   

SL:  That's great.  [DL laughs]  That's great. 

DL:  Actually, I may have gotten that from George Eldridge or 

somebody.  [Laughter] 

[01:28:14] SL:  So when you get to West Memphis, though, you're—

now you're kind of close to some serious early rock and roll stuff 

going on. 

DL:  Elvis.  That was the Elvis era—[19]55, [19]56, [19]57.  Most 

exciting thing anyone could get is an Elvis sighting, you know.  

SL:  [Laughs]  To this day, they still . . .  

DL:  My brother Bev worked at the Bank of West Memphis.  Elvis 

gave him some tickets once to a premiere of one of his movies, 
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and he was there with Natalie Wood, and Bev was there with his 

date [laughs] and—you know, but everything was around Elvis.  

And I remember the guys kind of resented Elvis cause he took—

drew so much oxygen out of the room, and the girls loved him.  

And we knew all of his songs.  Still do. 

[01:29:08] SL:  Did you ever get to see him perform? 

DL:  I never did.  I never did. 

SL:  'Cause he—occasionally he would play high school football fields.  

He'd set up in a football field. 

DL:  Well, I'm not the historian on this but, sure, early on he played 

all the little towns around Memphis before Sun Records and—you 

know.  My dad—I used to say, "Do you like Elvis?"  And he would 

say, "He was good to his parents." 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  Say, "Dad, that's not my question.  Do you like Elvis?"  "He was 

good to his parents."  [SL laughs]  Boy, that meant a lot, you 

know. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  He was not gonna admit he liked the music. 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  But he was good to his parents.  [Laughs] 

[01:29:54] SL:  Well now, okay—so I know one thing that changed 
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for you when you went to West Memphis.  You became a 

quarterback on the football team.  That tells me that you had 

some football skills. 

DL:  Well, I shared the quarterbacking duties with Malcolm Scott.  We 

had a pretty good record.  We played Jonesboro and Wynne and 

Forrest City and like that.  And we were the Blue Devils.  We 

were blue and white.  And there was just one high school in 

West Memphis, so we were that. 

[01:30:32] SL:  I guess—I'm not sure how you would—lined up with 

any of the Lindsey clan.  Did you ever play or hear about the 

Lindsey brothers and . . . 

DL:  Bruce Lindsey?  I . . . 

SL:  No, no, no, no. 

DL:  I'm sorry. 

SL:  Jim. 

DL:  Jim Lindsey. 

SL:  Jim Lindsey and his brother and . . . 

DL:  Jim Lindsey was just a little bit later.  And, course, he was a 

phenomenal athlete and his record since, I guess.  But we 

didn't—I didn't—we didn't play each other.  The guy I do 

remember playing was Charlie Flowers from Marianna, who was 

later All American from Ole Miss—the hardest-hitting football 
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player I ever had the misfortune to be across the line from.  

[Laughter]   

SL:  Yeah, they were out there. 

DL:  Yeah, yeah. 

[01:31:18] SL:  A good player.  You know, that region of the state 

was always ripe for recruiting.  I mean, it wasn't just Arkansas 

Razorbacks.  I know Bear Bryant recruited out of there, and . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . I'm trying to think now.  At that time it was still—we were 

still heavily segregated.  There were still just black teams and 

white teams.  You didn't have any . . . 

DL:  It was completely segregated. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  Right. 

[01:31:52] SL:  So gosh, you got to live with your father for a while. 

DL:  Right.  That was good.  Moka and Dad lived on Highland Drive in 

West Memphis.  And it was great to be there.  And one of my 

brothers later went to Baylor University and University of 

Tennessee Medical School—Hayden—then later moved to 

Nashville.  He was a surgeon, now retired.  Then Bev at that 
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time was working at a bank in Memphis, so I had a lot of family 

close by, and that was good.  So I was in West Memphis for two 

years and then went to Fayetteville in 1957.  Pledged Kappa 

Sigma and went to school there for four years until I moved to 

Washington. 

[01:32:41] SL:  Now, also in West Memphis you fell in love with 

Latin. 

DL:  I did. 

SL:  And you know, I have to believe that that is a very influential 

study.  I mean, it does—across all languages.  It just—I don't 

know, there's something about it that—it's like one of those 

mother languages that . . . 

DL:  I've told my sons—I said, "You—most important course you can 

take 'cause it helps you every day of your life on understanding 

words, understanding other languages.  Understanding word 

roots—all of it."  I don't think I was very influential in that 

advice, but I still believe that.  And it's unfortunate Latin is not 

taught more.  I think it's just a great foundation language for 

any person, you know.  I think it should be required like a study 

of the Constitution.  It should be just something you do. 

[01:33:38] SL:  So you would speak Latin.  You . . . 

DL:  [Laughs]  I think probably—you know, the Arnold brothers might 
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speak Latin, but [laughter] I don't—I never spoke Latin. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  I read a little Latin.  [Laughs] 

[01:33:54] SL:  Well okay, is there anything that—Moka is such a 

great name.   

DL:  Moka was named Naomi Leota, two biblical names from the Old 

Testament.  She didn't like either one, and she renamed herself 

Moka—Moka Mankin—as a small child, and it stuck.  And 

everyone called her Moka until the time she died seven years 

ago, eight years ago.  And so she was Moka Mankin—Moka 

Lambert to everybody—to children, to peers, to anyone.  

Everybody from the governor to whoever might work in her 

home was Moka.  Everybody was Moka.  She was . . . 

[01:34:41] SL:  Now, I'm gonna—I guess I need to ask—did the 

home structure still kind of remain the same?  Did you still have 

hired help that helped around the house or . . . 

DL:  Not in West Memphis. 

SL:  I mean, there weren't really any small children anymore.  Is  

that . . . 

DL:  No, we . . . 

SL:  . . . right? 

DL:  Not in West Memphis.  Moka took care of all cleaning, cooking, 
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and all of that.  And Dad was president of the Bank of West 

Memphis, and we had a three-bedroom house, and I was in one.  

When my brothers were home they were in the other one.  We 

were always listening to Stan Kenton or June Christy.  [Laughs]  

And so, yeah—no, it was a different, you know, as far as the—it 

was not the Holly Grove model. 

[01:35:24] SL:  So you guys didn't have King Biscuit Time on the 

radio ever or . . . 

DL:  Oh, I remember King Biscuit.  Yeah. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  Yeah, we had a little of that. 

SL:  Kay. 

DL:  WMAL.  Right.  Lots of rock and roll. 

SL:  Really? 

DL:  Oh, yeah. 

SL:  You kind of embraced rock . . . 

DL:  Jerry Lee Lewis. Little Richard, Elvis, Pat Boone—all those—I 

could think of a lot more if you give me time.  [Laughs] 

[01:35:55] SL:  So what year was it when you left Memphis? 

DL:  Oh, I graduated from West Memphis High School in 1957 and 

went to Fayetteville in the fall.  I was there four years and then 

finished in [19]61 and then came to Washington.  I was in the 
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Air Force National Guard in 1961 after college. 

[01:36:23] SL:  So [19]57—I guess we have Brown v. Board of 

Education goes down . . . 

DL:  We had Brown in [19]54 and then . . . 

SL:  Oh, in [19]54. 

DL:  . . . I guess Hoxie was the first school to quietly desegregate.  

And then Little Rock, of course, became famous in 1957 and 

Central High School and Eisenhower and Faubus and all of that 

that's now world famous [laughs] or infamous.  So that—but I 

remember—what I remember about the [19]50s, there was a 

lot—not a lot of activism.  It was the quiet Eisenhower years 

after World War II.  And people were becoming more 

prosperous, more affluent.  Generally, the bell curve of the 

economic system—there was a very large middle class, which I 

fear is vanishing today.  [01:37:17]  But that's the way it was in 

the [19]50s, and it was not until you had the civil rights 

movement in the [19]60s and the Vietnam War that changed all 

of that very dramatically.  When I came to Washington in 

[19]62, I remember I was the bell clerk—and if I could digress a 

moment . . . 

SL:  Sure. 

DL:  We—Nelly and Walker took her father and me on Father's Day to 
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Lincoln's cottage, which is where he spent a fourth of his 

presidency in Washington.  No one knows about it.  It was a 

wonderful tour, and the tour guide said, "'I have a dream' 

speech.  Who knows what year that was?"  And I said, "That was 

August 28, 1963, about four o'clock in the afternoon."  He said, 

"How do you know that?"  I said, "I was there."  He said, "You 

were there?"  He said, "I've never met anyone who was there."  

So that was one of my early memories of Washington.  I was at 

the other end because I was in the balcony of the capital, but 

that was a very dramatic beginning of a whole new dimension in 

social activism that we didn't experience in the [19]50s. 

SL:  Right. 

[01:38:35] DL:  I don't recall—when I was in Fayetteville, I don't 

recall—except just rarely—any political activists.  All the 

prominent students played by the rules.  You know, they were 

within the bandwidth—the Bob Dawsons, the Bobby Frizzells, 

the—you know—you don't have a—you had people who were 

prominent and active in school politics, but they were not 

political activists for causes like civil rights or antiwar or 

environment or any of that.  And so that was—you know, if I had 

my life over—as I said earlier, I think the Civil Rights Movement 

was the most important social movement in my lifetime, and I 
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wish I could've been more active in it in those years because it 

was so right.  And that's why I was impressed on August 28, 

1963.  And then I was later with Senator Fulbright and, of 

course, those were the Vietnam years.  So that was 

unforgettable—the mail that we got; the threats; the razor 

blades coming into the senator's office, you know, "Communist.  

Traitor.  Why don't you" . . .  

SL:  Because he was opposed to the war. 

DL:  "Why don't you support our troops?"  [01:39:57]  When Lee 

Williams called me the day I was the bell clerk and said, "Do you 

want to come over and—are you still interested in working for 

Senator Fulbright?"  I said, "Yes."  He said, "Come over here."  

And Fulbright was in his office.  This was year after his  

re-election of [19]68, so this was [19]69.  He had just had 

hearings with McNamara and Rusk on the Vietnam War.  And I 

walked into his office for my, I guess, cameo interview, because 

Lee—he had great faith in Lee's choices on staff and office policy.  

And he would—you know, he just wanted to give me a look-over.  

I walked in and sat down, and Senator Fulbright was looking 

down and then he looked up, and he said, "You know they're 

lying to us."  And I said, "Excuse me?"  He said, "You do know 

that they're lying to us."  I said, "Kay."  He said, "If you do not 
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understand they're lying to us, you'll have no value in this 

office."  I said, "They're lying to us."  [SL laughs]  I [laughs] 

said, "Good."  And wasn't much more.  And I went out—I said, 

"Lee, somebody's lying to us."  He said, "Oh, he's talking about 

Robert McNamara again," and so I—who was the secretary of 

defense at the time and . . . 

SL:  Sure. 

[01:41:16] DL:  . . . Dean Rusk was secretary of state.  And Fulbright 

was trying to get us out of Vietnam.  A mistake from the 

beginning, which he saw early on.  And he had all those very 

well-known hearings in those years, the Vietnam hearings, trying 

to change the course of the country.  And—anyway, I'm 

digressing a lot, but . . . 

SL:  We're gonna get back to that, but . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . I want to . . . 

DL:  Sure. 

SL:  I want to get to Fayetteville with you. 

DL:  Sure.  Yeah, yeah. 

[01:41:45] SL:  Now, Fayetteville has got to be different than Holly 

Grove and West Memphis. 

DL:  Well, it was different because I'd never, you know, spent any 
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time on a university campus.  And I was in what was then 

regarded as the largest fraternity house in the nation. 

SL:  Is that right? 

DL:  Kappa Sig house had over a hundred students in it, and it was 

very raucous.  [SL laughs]  Reminded me a bit of "Animal 

House" with all of its really good qualities and lifelong 

friendships, which I treasure.  So I took my sons through there 

reluctantly [SL laughs] last year.  I said, "I don't know if you 

want to see this."  We walked in and it was—everything was to 

the nines, it was clean as a whistle, and some young man walks 

up and said—introduced himself and offered to give us a tour.  

And it was—everything was spic and span.  And I said, "What's 

happened here?"  He said, "I don't know."  He didn't [SL laughs] 

understand my reference. 

SL:  Question.  [Laughter] 

[01:42:50] DL:  But—so yeah, that was quite different.  It was 

boisterous and loud and lots of toga parties and that sort of 

thing.  There were good years in Fayetteville, but when I look 

back on it, I think I was drifting then.  I was—the advice I would 

have for all young people is to have a mentor that you trust and 

respect and believe in that you're close to, who will give you 

good, hard advice.  And I would get that from my father and 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp


 

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 
Arkansas Memories Project, David Lambert Interview, June 21, 2012 
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp  

83 

brothers—family when I was with them.  But when I was in 

Fayetteville or at Washington, I look back and I tended to sort of 

drift because there were, you know, a lot of good things I 

wanted to do.  There was not a lot of discipline in the Kappa Sig 

house.  Lot of good people, but it was colorful. 

[01:43:50] SL:  So you didn't find a mentor in Fayetteville. 

DL:  Not really at that time.  I had a lot of good friends, and they're 

still good friends.  And a lot of people would give advice, but I 

just—I look back, and I see young—I see students now who are 

very focused on their studies; their social habits; their diets; 

their partying; their seriousness of purpose about the direction 

of their lives.  And I've been blessed.  I don't have any regrets, 

and I'm happy with what I have to share, and my glass is way 

more than half full.  But I just think it's a blessing if young 

people can always have a mentor really close to tell them when 

they're going in the wrong direction.  When I got to 

Washington—and we can come back to Fayetteville—but I was 

just here.  And I was on the Rackets committee under Senator 

McClellan and then later with Senator Fulbright.  And I had by all 

measures a successful life, but I didn't have the personal 

discipline I wish I had had as a young person.  And that's just a 

self-examination.  I never talk about this, but I—somehow you 
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have a way of . . . 

SL:  [Laughs]  Well, by any—but don't you think that when one 

leaves their home and go—and is away from those—that 

mentoring and all those childhood relationships and familiar 

places and things, and you're out there by yourself, it's—I don't 

think it's—it would be uncommon not to have some drift.   

And . . . 

DL:  That's probably true. 

[01:45:40] SL:  I mean, you're kind of pushed off the shore in the 

boat, and there's a current that you hit, and it's a matter of 

negotiating the current. 

SL:  I think that's probably true, and you're—I'm probably being hard 

on myself.  I think most others were probably going through 

that.  We don't know what other people experience.  I remember 

being with George McGovern once in Novosibirsk, and I said to 

our Russian host—they had lost 40,000 and—400,000 people in 

World War II.  And I said, "You suffered so much."  And he said, 

"Mr. Lambert, you do not understand.  All families suffer the 

same.  You do not know what's going on in the house next to 

yours back in America."  So that's probably right.  Other people 

were on similar journeys.  This is not—I'm not [laughs]—I'm not 

a special case.  I'm just . . . 
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SL:  Well, and also, Dave . . . 

DL:  . . . looking back thinking I wish I'd saved a little more money.  I 

wish I'd . . . 

SL:  [Laughs]  Well . . . 

DL:  . . . been a little more disciplined.  I wish I'd studied in law 

school a little harder.  I—you know, that's all.  But . . . 

[01:46:42] SL:  I think everyone has those . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . feelings.  But you know, there's also some value, I think, of 

being a bit lost for a while . . . 

DL:  Oh, I think . . . 

SL:  . . . and finding your way. 

DL:  I think that's right. 

SL:  I think that makes you stronger. 

DL:  In fact, the poet Tennyson says in "Ulysses," "We are a part of 

all that we have met." 

SL:  There you are. 

DL:  And I tell people that I mentor or advise—I said, "A very bad 

experience—a really bad job for a year can be great for you in 

the direction of your life and the fulfillment of what you're gonna 

do—to find out early," you know.  [01:47:20]  If you get into 

something you don't like, you learn a lot.  You learn a lot of 
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things you didn't want to learn.  And one thing you learn is what 

you don't want to do and what you would like to do.  So I had—I 

was with the health insurance industry for two years.  Good 

people.  Issues were fine, but it—I had no interest in the subject.  

And I look back, and I learned a lot from that, and I knew that it 

was something I wanted to leave. 

[01:47:53] SL:  So you picked up a business degree there? 

DL:  I had a business degree from the business school.  Nineteen—I 

actually graduated in 1962 because I needed another course.  

I—my father—I wanted to take Shakespeare, and I took Jessie 

O'Kelly's poetry course.  I took Van Scyoc's Shakespeare course.  

I love the liberal arts.  I'm not sure why I was in business 

school.  But I took so much of that, I didn't have enough hours 

by the summer.  I remember Dad was just shocked.  "Oh, God, 

you're not gonna graduate."  [SL laughs]  I said, "Well, it's not 

the end of the world."  So when I went to Washington, I took a 

final course at Georgetown and got my degree in [19]62.  

But . . .  [Laughs] 

[01:48:37] SL:  So what about—was Ben Kimpel around when you 

were there? 

DL:  You know, I'm not real—I was never—he was never part of my 

world.  I know there's a building after him, and I think Hoyt 
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Purvis teaches there. 

SL:  Yes, he does. 

DL:  Right.  But . . . 

SL:  Uh-huh, uh-huh. 

[01:48:54] DL:  And I've spoken to Hoyt's class there, so—yeah.  But 

I did not know him at that time. 

SL:  He probably would've been—he may have changed your life . . . 

DL:  Yeah.  [Laughs] 

SL:  . . . [Laughs] if you had run into him.   

DL:  Right, right. 

SL:  He was good.  He was a good guy. 

DL:  Yeah. 

[01:49:08] SL:  And of course, I guess, you know, you were in the 

heart of Razorback enterprise there.  I'm sure that that—that the       

football . . . 

DL:  Oh, yeah.  No . . . 

SL:  . . . culture dominated everybody. 

DL:  Center of everything.  It was the center of everything.  I—the 

Texas game. 

SL:  Of course. 

DL:  Wait all year for the Texas game.  [Laughs] 

SL:  You bet.  [DL laughs]  You bet. 
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DL:  And the Sugar Bowl and the Cotton Bowl and all of that. 

[01:49:32] SL:  What about George's Majestic Lounge?  Did you ever 

venture to George's? 

DL:  I still remember Mary.  "Last call."  [SL laughs]  Yeah. Pizza in 

there and watching Huntley-Brinkley in that little back room.  

"This is Chet Huntley and David Brinkley," you know, back in the 

late [19]50s and early [19]60s.  Yeah. 

[01:49:53] SL:  So what about . . . 

DL:  'Cause I was in the Kappa Sig house, which was just up the 

street . . . 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . you know. 

SL:  Block. 

DL:  Uark Bowl. Underwood's Jewelry was next door.  The Uark bowl 

was across the street.  And so, yeah, I remember that. 

SL:  There was a big . . . 

DL:  And I took my sons when we were there in the fall.  We stayed 

at Carnall Hall and went up—and they loved Dickson Street and 

we went up and down Dickson and lots of memories, and they 

got a big kick out of it. 

[01:50:19] SL:  Yeah.  It was the place.  Jug Wheeler's. 

DL:  Jug Wheeler's.  [Laughs]  How long has Jug's been gone? 
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SL:  A long time, but . . . 

DL:  Twenty-five years.  But . . . 

SL:  But I can remember Jug Wheeler's. 

DL:  Oh, yeah. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  The drive-in. 

SL:  Drive-in. 

DL:  Trays on the side of the car. 

SL:  That's right. 

DL:  Something extinct now.  Yeah. 

[01:50:37] SL:  Also, I believe that Jug's could deliver beer to the 

campus. 

DL:  I think so.  [SL laughs]  I'm sure the Kappa Sigs would've found 

out about it the first day [SL laughs] if that's true.  [Laughs] 

SL:  I'm trying to think—now, there was also a big dance hall on top 

of the Uark Bowl. 

DL:  Absolutely.  And that's where—LSU beat Ole Miss 7–3, and Billy 

Cannon had his famous ninety-three-yard runback that Saturday 

night, and we were at a big dance and brought to its knees by 

this runback that was the talk of the nation.  But anyway, I don't 

[laughs] know if you remember that.  It was around 1960 or 

[19]59. 
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[01:51:16] SL:  Uh-huh, uh-huh, uh-huh.  Do you member any of 

the names of any of the local performers in Fayetteville?  Do 

you—did you get to see Hawkins or John Tolleson or . . . 

DL:  Well, I—there was the Rockwood Club and the . . . 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . Tee Table and . . . 

SL:  Yes. 

DL:  . . . Dayton Stratton. 

SL:  Yes. 

DL:  And then I've heard Paul Berry talk about "The Hawk," Ronnie 

Hawkins, for years, and I remember seeing him a time or two.  

And then—so that—and then Levon later.  I just heard him up a 

couple of times, and what a great treasure he was for all of us.  

So yeah. 

[01:51:59] SL:  Ronnie was pretty—quite the athlete on stage.  I 

don't know if you got to see . . . 

DL:  No, I didn't. 

SL:  . . . his back flips or . . . 

DL:  I didn't at the time. 

SL:  Yeah, he—those were all infamous venues . . . 

DL:  Oh, yes. 

SL:  . . . that you just rattled off there, and they have—they're steep 
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in great history.  There was a . . . 

[Tape stopped] 

[01:52:18] SL:  Well, so you do—you end up—how was it that you 

left Fayetteville and went to Washington, DC?  How did that 

come about? 

DL:  I finished at Fayetteville, and I went to the National Guard.  I 

was at Lackland Air Force Base for three months.  And I had said 

to my father—I said, "I'd like to go to Washington."  He said, 

"Well, that's—why?"  I said, "Well, I just think it'd be exciting, 

and it's Kennedy years and something I want to do," and he 

said, "Well, I don't know if that's a good idea."  Came back from 

Lackland, and Dad was having breakfast with his dear friend 

John McClellan, Senator McClellan, in the Marianna Hotel.  And 

he called me over, and he said, "David, Senator McClellan would 

like to talk with you a minute."  He said, "How would you like to 

come to Washington and [SL laughs] work on my staff?"  I 

said—thinking, "Never would've thought of that."  [Laughs]  I 

said, "I'd love it."  He said, "Now, you're gonna go to law school.  

If you don't, I'll kick your butt all the way back to Little Rock."  I 

said, "Understand."  So I went to GW Law School at night, and I 

was on the famous Rackets committee.  We [unclear word] 

investigated Billie Sol Estes, the grain swindler, and Joe Valachi, 
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the mobster.  B-girls; pyramiding of profits in missile building.  

That was the TFX scandal, so those were colorful.  So those were 

two years with McClellan, and in the summer I was the bill clerk.  

Jim McDougal—Whitewater fame—was a good friend and on 

McClellan's patronage, and he went home for the summer.  And 

I went over and took his place in the bill clerk's office off the 

Senate floor.  And then after those two years, Jim left and 

McClellan let me have that patronage position as Senate 

assistant bill clerk for five years while I went to law school.  And 

I was there until I went to work with Senator Fulbright as a 

legislative assistant in [19]69. 

[01:54:30] SL:  You know, that had to be your father talking through 

Senator McClellan about you going to law school or you'll get 

your butt kicked, right? 

DL:  Probably.  [SL laughs]  I think you analyzed that about right.  

[SL laughs]  I'll never know, but . . .  

SL:  I'm—I just . . . 

DL:  I think that's right. 

SL:  . . . suspect that.  [DL laughs]  Strongly suspect that.  

DL:  I think that's right. 

SL:  I'm sure your father was happy for you to go with his . . .  

DL:  They . . . 
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SL:  . . . assurance. 

DL:  They—I think they liked my being in Washington and would visit 

at least two or three times a year and made all the rounds and 

saw the whole delegation, and Dad, again, was active with the 

Arkansas Bankers and the Arthritis Foundation.  [01:55:13]  And 

they would always bring me Craig's barbecue from DeValls Bluff.  

They would drive over the day before and get an order of Craig's 

and come back and bring it on the plane.  I imagine getting 

Craig's barbecue through security today, but anyway . . . 

SL:  Not gonna happen. 

DL:  . . . I would always look forward to that. 

SL:  You'd have to FedEx it if it was . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . available. 

DL:  Right.  [SL laughs]  And I still get some ribs from the 

Rendezvous. 

SL:  Yeah, I had ribs from the Rendezvous . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . on the way—we brought some ribs up—well, we took 'em to 

Kentucky.  We stopped and [unclear word] . . . 

DL:  Yeah, right. 

SL:  . . . some friends in Kentucky.  But yeah, yeah.  Yeah, they'll 
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FedEx those up here . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . for you. 

DL:  Absolutely. 

[01:55:51] SL:  Okay, so you spent—is that a total of seven years 

with McClellan? 

DL:  About.  Yeah, [19]62 to [19]69.  And then Lee had asked me if I 

wanted to work for Senator Fulbright and—the more substantial 

position and, again, it was the height of Vietnam War, and my 

views were very closely aligned with Senator Fulbright's on those 

issues.  So I really looked forward to that.  And after he asked 

me, months passed, and then one day he called and said, "Come 

over."  And that's the interview I told you about earlier.  So I 

was his legislative assistant from [19]69 to [19]74 when Dale 

Bumpers defeated him.  And in our office Lee Williams was chief 

of staff, and Bruce Lindsey was another legislative assistant; 

Edward Yingling, David Capes, Parker Westbrook, whom you've 

interviewed, was, course, a mainstay in the office.  And we had 

younger people in the back room working, like Bill Clinton and 

Marsha Scott and Ruth "Chi Chi" Hargraves and others.  I 

haven't named 'em all, but those are some of the—we had a 

wonderful team and we're still very cohesive.  We still get 
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together a lot—all the Fulbrighters.  So . . .  

SL:  That's right.  I think my brother, Gary [unclear word] . . . 

DL:  Gary.  We ran around with Gary in those days.  Yeah, absolutely. 

SL:  I'm so—you don't have to admit that, now. 

DL:  Right.  I do.  [SL laughs]  I'm proud of it. 

SL:  Proud of it.  Well . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . I'll tell him that. 

DL:  Yeah, indeed.  Please.  Yeah.  [SL laughs] 

[01:57:42] SL:  Well, I'm kind of hesitant to leave McClellan just yet.  

I want to talk a little bit more about Fulbright.  But did you . . . 

DL:  Okay. 

SL:  . . . ever get any more time—face time—with Senator McClellan? 

DL:  Senator McClellan was a dear friend of my father's.  They were 

so close—I don't know if you recall it—one of his sons was killed, 

I think in battle, and his second son was killed on his way to the 

funeral of the first son.  So McClellan called Dad to pick him up 

in Memphis at the airport, and that's how close they were to—so 

there was that family relationship.  I had a lot of respect for 

him—very hardworking.  Far more—I'll use the word 

conservative—than I was on views about things.  But he was not 

very approachable 'cause he was gruff.  [01:58:40]  I was a 
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little afraid of him, as were other members.  Members of the 

delegation were afraid of him.  So I didn't—but one story I'll 

share is that under his patronage I got my law degree at George 

Washington.  And it meant a lot to him that if anyone had a 

formal degree because he was there next to Senator Fulbright, 

who was a Rhodes Scholar, and there was always that 

comparison and juxtaposition that John McClellan only finished 

high school and studied law on his own and self-made man.  

[01:59:14]  So that meant a lot to him.  So when I got the 

degree I called Miss Margie.  I said, "I'd like to come over and 

thank the senator."  And so I went into his office on Saturday 

morning.  He said, "What is it?"  I said, "Well, Senator, I want 

you to look at this—my diploma."  I said, "I graduated from 

George Washington Law School, and I want to thank you very 

much for making that possible."  He looked at it for a long time.  

He said, "So, in other words, you've come to Washington under 

my patronage, and instead of spending your time boozin' and 

whorin', you have applied yourself and gotten this degree."  I 

said, "Yeah, that's about it."  [Laughs]  Mutually exclusive.  So 

we did have a relationship that way, and I had a lot of respect 

for him.   

[02:00:18] SL:  Well, he was quite the star during the McCarthy 
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hearings, wasn't he?  I mean . . . 

DL:  He was.  He showed a lot of courage—he and Senator Symington 

and others in those days.  And Senator Fulbright—the Fulbright 

Resolution on McCarthy.  But I had forgotten how menacing the 

Cold War was and how it affected people and how terrified 

people were.  I would go back from being on McClellan's staff or, 

later, Fulbright's to Holly Grove to visit to see my grandparents, 

aunts and uncles, whoever was there at the time.  And I went 

over to Uncle Jim Matthews, and he said, "You're up in 

Washington."  I said, "Yeah."  He said, "Lot of Communists up 

there."  I said, "Really?"  He said, "Oh yeah, be careful.  They're 

everywhere."  He said, "You gotta watch 'em."  Now, that was 

sort of the mentality in a lot of places.  Joe McCarthy and the 

Red Scare.  And it's a—I don't think history has fully revealed 

yet how much fear there was in the nation about what that 

meant and how people were punished, whether you were actors 

in Hollywood or whether you were politicians; whether you were 

business people; whether you were students.  You know, if you 

showed any sympathy of being a Communist or being connected 

to the Russians, you know, it was quite menacing. 

[02:01:47] SL:  Or engaging in anything that wasn't pure American 

patriotic . . . 
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DL:  Absolutely. 

SL:  I mean . . . 

DL:  People'd have to go out of their way to show that they were 

purely American to a point that it was not very healthful—

healthy for society.  It took a long time to get around that.  And 

I remember front yards having those bomb shelters. 

SL:  Absolutely. 

DL:  Those raised bomb shelters.  So that was the—and one of the 

most telling moments—if you've ever heard the—speaking of 

tapes—the LBJ tapes.  [02:02:21]  LBJ and Richard Russell, 

chairman of the Armed Services Committee in 1966—[196]8—on 

the radio.  I hear this on C . . . 

SL:  NPR. 

DL:  NPR.  And here is—we've lost at this point fifteen or twenty 

thousand troops—Vietnam.  The president of the United States is 

saying, "Dick, I'm not sure why we're over there."  Russell said, 

"Well, Mr. President, I'm not either, frankly."  And LBJ says, 

"Well, I guess we can't just cut and run."  And Russell said, 

"Yeah, that's right.  We gotta keep at it."  Both—two most 

powerful men in this city on the war policy, both recognizing it 

was a mistake.  But because of the Cold War mentality, "We 

can't" . . .  
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SL:  Lose. 

DL:  "We can't lose.  We can't cut and run.  We can't change 

directions.  It has to keep feeding the war machine."  Yeah, it 

was a—it was quite an era. 

[02:03:27] SL:  I guess it was all about stopping the spread of 

Communism was the—domino theory became the accepted . . . 

DL:  It was the Kennan—the containment theory.  "We have to stop it 

everywhere."  And we've seen—at some point, if you want, I'll 

share a moment about that subject with Ambassador McGovern 

and . . . 

SL:  Sure. 

DL:  . . . Mikhail Gorbechev.      

SL:  Go ahead. 

[02:03:58] DL:  The day of the Gore/Bush election, I was with—I was 

counselor to Ambassador George McGovern in Rome—US 

mission—and we were watching the results on—at Spaso House 

in Moscow at the ambassador's residence.  And Gorbechev is 

there watching with us—watching the—CNN.  And the next day 

we met in his office, and McGovern asked Gorbechev this 

question.  He said, "Mr. President, I've always wanted to ask you 

this because it's"—and this was November of 2000.  He said, "In 

the United States it's long been thought that because of the 
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Reagan military buildup that we backed you down and that 

ended the Cold War."  And Gorbechev got very agitated and 

animated, and gave a very long answer through an interpreter, 

which he said, in essence, "Nothing could be further from the 

truth."  He said, "Your military buildup was—it was bothersome.  

It was annoying.  But that's not the reason."  He said, "The—

what ended the Cold War was, number one, Glasnost and 

Perestroika that I started.  You know, we opened our window to 

the world.  And young people in Russia looked out, and what 

they saw, they didn't want to come back."  And he said, "And I 

looked at our infrastructure, and our bridges were going and our 

buildings were going and our highways were going.  And I 

realized that we were not putting our resources where they 

should be."  And the US ambassador said to Gorbachev, "And 

don't forget Chernobyl."  And Gorbachev said, "Yes!"  He said, 

"That was the final straw.  I said to myself, 'If we do not have 

the ability to manage one nuclear power plant, what the hell are 

we doing in a global war?'"  He said, "That's when I decided the 

Cold War was over."  And interestingly, about—a few months 

later, Richard Nixon was on Larry King and gave almost the 

same answer.  So it was just a moment in time on how we got 

through the Cold War. 
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IR: We've run out of tape. 

SL:  Okay.  We just finished hour two. 

DL:  Great. 

[Tape stopped] 

[02:06:28] SL:  You look healthy. 

DL:  I'm . . . 

SL:  You survived . . . 

DL:  . . . feeling fine. 

SL:  . . . so far.  [Laughs] 

DL:  It's cool in here.  [Laughs]  Hundred degrees outside . . .  

SL:  It is.  You know, again . . . 

DL:  . . . on this longest day of the year. 

SL:  What can I say?  I'm so grateful to have this space and this 

comfort. 

DL:  Good.  I'm glad.  Yeah, glad this worked out. 

SL:  And we are looking forward to food.  At . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . some point in time during this tape we're probably gonna      

pause . . . 

DL:  Okay. 

SL:  . . . and have a bite to eat. 

DL:  Great. 
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[02:06:51] SL:  Okay.  So now, we—we've been talking about your 

time here in Washington, and we've also gotten—we jumped 

around a little bit in different parts of your career.  And, you 

know, I wanted to say this earlier.  You keep talking about how 

great this—the Pryor Center program is and . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  . . . what David and Barbara got started.  But I have to tell you, 

when I look at your career, and when I look at the activities that 

you are involved with now, that is a great program.  That is 

great stuff that you are doing.  And we're gonna get to all that.  

But I just want to let you know that I feel like your work has 

many implications for everybody across the whole . . . 

DL:  Well, that's . . . 

[02:07:39] SL:  . . . planet and the human race. 

DL:  Thank you.  That's very kind. 

SL:  So I can't tell you how proud I am to have this time with you.  

It's just . . .  

DL:  Well . . . 

SL:  I can't appreciate it . . . 

DL:  . . . the pleasure's mine. 

SL:  . . . any more than that. 

DL:  Thank you, Scott. 
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[02:07:51] SL:  Now, you know, I know some about John McClellan 

and some about Senator Fulbright and their career histories and 

things that happened in their lives.  I believe that actually it was 

David Pryor's father that was a part of encouraging John 

McClellan to run for Senate in . . . 

DL:  Think that's right. 

SL:  . . . the first place. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  And the—I also believe there was a moment in time when John 

McClellan was out of shoes and out of a—did not have the 

clothing to keep going on the Senate campaign—the first one—

and David's father and the local banker or mayor went to him 

and encouraged him to keep going.  And I think that Arkansas 

benefitted greatly from that vision and from Senator McClellan's 

work, as . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

[02:08:48] SL:  . . . did Arkansas with all of our representatives.  

We've been blessed with really active legislation that not only 

helped Arkansas but the country.  Arkansas has this—there's 

something about the legislators that come out of Arkansas that 

seem to be impactful.  And . . . 

DL:  I think that's right. 
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SL:  . . . in unknown ways as well.  It's a . . . 

DL:  Very respected.  It's been a very respected delegation for a very 

long time and such a significant impact on this institution in the 

Senate going back.  At one point, as I recall, I don't know how—

but it ended up being—I remember that four—McClellan, 

Fulbright, Pryor, Bumpers—had served a cumulative total of a 

hundred and eight years.  I don't know what that ended up 

being.  That was a very long stretch of time to have a political 

establishment, you know, in the US Senate.  And they made 

very significant progress in a lot of different ways, and a big 

impact.  And if you read Caro's book about LBJ, he has a long 

thing in there about the history of the Senate and why Southern 

politicians more than anyone else stayed with this institution 

because they knew, because of history and civil rights and other 

things, they were not likely to be elected to national positions.  

That's changed now.  But they focused on the Senate and on 

Senate traditions and on Senate history and on making a 

difference in all the ways that they have, particularly in foreign 

policy, in agriculture, in nutrition, and lots of other 

appropriations.  So we've had quite a mark.  We've had a great 

team in place for a long time. 

[02:10:51] SL:  Is there—you know, what a great opportunity you 
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were given to come up and be on Senator McClellan's staff.  Was 

there anything that you really latched on to while you were with 

McClellan?  Was there a cause or was there a committee that 

really—you felt totally engaged with? 

DL:  Not in those years.  In those years I'd just gotten here.  I was in 

my early twenties, and I was in law school.  I was dealing mostly 

with that at night, and I was on the Rackets committee.  And 

that was entertaining and interesting, and they were doing a lot 

of things, but not in the way of something I wanted to follow.  It 

was not until the Vietnam War, later on, that I really had a cause 

that affected me. 

[02:11:48] SL:  Why don't we talk just a little bit about the Rackets 

committee work . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . for the kids that'll be looking at this. 

DL:  Rackets committee was known as the Senate Permanent  

Subcommittee on Investigations.  Joe McCarthy had had it, and 

then McClellan had it, and Senator Nunn had it.  It's gone down 

through the years.  But on any given month it might have a staff 

of fifteen, and when the Billie Sol Estes hearing started, it 

jumped from fifteen to one hundred in a matter of a week, 

drawing from GAO and the Department of Justice and FBI and 
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other agencies of the US government, because they had the 

power to bring in and the investigations were nationwide.  

[02:12:34]  And it was anything having to do with improprieties 

in federal logistics and procurement—criminal activity.  It had 

very broad jurisdiction.  Washington Post called it the biggest 

circus in Washington 'cause it had so many entertaining hearings 

on the Rackets committee—the Joe Valachi—that was all about 

the five crime families, now famous—the families of New York, 

later from The Sopranos and The Godfather and all of that.  That 

was early—the Valachi papers.  That was the Senate Rackets 

committee.  And they did an exposé—an examination of all of 

the families, all of the criminal activity, current disposition, 

where they were now, all of the nicknames, these huge charts—

largely on the testimony of one witness.  And they got a lot of 

other collaborators lately, so that served an important purpose 

as far as public policy, criminal law policy.  And then you had 

the—Billie Sol Estes was a grain swindler in Texas, using a lot of 

federal property.  And he would sell strips of land ten yards wide 

by three miles long.  Totally useless.  It was just all a game.  

[02:14:11]  And so there was—because of the federal 

procurement involved, this committee had jurisdiction over it, 

and it had nationwide hearings.  Then there was General 
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Dynamics v. Grumman on the TFX airplane scandal and the 

procurement and who got it.  And it was Senator Javits of New 

York versus Jim Wright in Texas and Senator Jackson and 

Magnuson in Washington, and those were huge hearings.  And 

Robert McNamara was secretary of defense and testified and 

broke down crying and said, "You know, my daughter asked me 

last night, 'Daddy, how long is it gonna take for you to prove 

you're an honest man?'"  So there were a lot of emotion in the 

hearings.  And these hearings came out of what were earlier the 

McCarthy hearings.  It's the same committee.  So it had very 

broad jurisdiction.  It was fascinating to watch it in action.  

Bobby Kennedy had been on that committee as chief 

investigator.  His brother, Jack Kennedy, had been on the 

committee until he was elected president.  Senator Jackson was 

on it.  Senator Erving—Sam Ervin, who was later famous for the 

Watergate was on it.  McClellan was the chairman.  But it—those 

were interesting days.  And I went to law school at night and 

worked at the Senate Rackets committee during the day. 

[02:15:28] SL:  Were there—what about the—were there threats or 

any lives at stake? 

DL:  You know, it's interesting.  There were a lot of threats that I 

recall from the Fulbright years about . . . 
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SL:  Vietnam. 

DL:  . . . the Vietnam War, but when the case of the Mob—their—I 

don't recall any actual threats.  I recall an amusing moment 

when Senator Curtis of Nebraska was trying to clear the name of 

his main city, and he said, "Mr. Valachi, you've talked about New 

York and Providence and Cleveland and Chicago.  I'd like to ask 

you if you're aware of any criminal activity from the Cosa Nostra 

in Omaha."  "Omaha?"  He said, "Senator, I ain't never heard of 

Omaha."  [SL laughs]  Said, "I have no further questions."  [SL 

laughs]  So there was a lot [laughs] of theater and a lot of good 

work, but those are—it was a great place to be at the time. 

[02:16:37] SL:  You know, there is theater all the time now, isn't 

there? 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  I mean, it—I'm not sure that it used to be that way.  I think 

there was—that there was some of that going on early on, but 

now it seems to be almost entirely theater.  I . . . 

DL:  Well, and with the advent of television and—you see really 

changing mores among the profession of journalism.  You see a 

lot of journalists who now seem more interested in the cult of 

personality and how they are on camera than the investigative 

part.  I remember when President Clinton came in, I went to a 
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dinner party.  They said, "There's—there will be a top White 

House ABC reporter here, and she may be very interested in you 

since you're from Arkansas."  And I realized that early on in the 

evening, she was really more interested in herself 'cause she 

was now a television star, you know.  And her craft of 

investigative journalism had gone by the wayside.  It was—

that—so that's all changed a lot.  But back then there was some 

really tough—Clark Mollenhoff there—Des Moines Register.  

There were some really tough investigative journalists.  Drew 

Pearson, of course, was famous.  Speaking of theater.  But a lot 

of that's different now. 

[02:18:08] SL:  Is there anything else you want to share about  

working with John McClellan and his staff?  Was there—who was 

Chief of Staff while you were . . .  

DL:  Buddy Whittaker was chief of staff. 

SL:  Mh-hmm.  Is that part of the Weiderkehr family in . . . 

DL:  No, no. 

SL:  No? 

DL:  Buddy was from, I think, Pine Bluff.  M. J. Probst was one of his 

legislative assistants. 

SL:  Uh-huh.  I know that name. 

DL:  Yeah.  And Bob Snider, who is an Arkansan, was in the staff.  
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Emon Mahoney . . . 

SL:  Emon.  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . was McClellan.  Paul Berry.  Mary Berry at one point was 

with Senator McClellan.  I was on his patronage.  Jim Wood, who 

was a dear friend of mine who died four years ago, was on his 

criminal laws committee.  [02:18:55]  So he had a lot of 

patronage in the Senate, so he had a large number of people.  

And they all—I think they all respected him.  He was from the 

old school.  He was from the old South.  It was—you know, a lot 

of the young people were from a more progressive era.  Looking 

forward.  And he was pretty unreconstructed, having grown up 

around the turn of the century, you know, in early years.  So—

but it was a good part of my journey and I . . . 

[02:19:30] SL:  So you get a call from Lee Williams, who is chief of 

staff in Fulbright's office.  Is that . . . 

DL:  Lee Williams called me one day—or we might have been at the 

Carroll Arms—I can't remember where we were, but he said, 

"You'd like to work for Fulbright?"  I said, "Well, yeah."  [SL 

laughs]  I mean, Fulbright was, you know—"Yeah."  Said, "All 

right.  Stay tuned."  [SL laughs]  I didn't hear anything from 

him.  Nothing.  Four months pass.  Five months pass.  Six 

months pass.  The phone rings.  I'm in the bill clerk's office of 
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the Senate floor.  I said, "Yeah?"  He said, "Still want to work 

Fulbright?"  I said, "Yeah, Lee."  Said, "Get your ass over here."  

So the subway was broken.  I ran through the capital.  They 

ushered me in, and that's when I had that exchange I told you 

about—"They're lying to us."  [SL laughs]  And that was it.  And 

I started, and I was there from [19]69 to [19]74.  It was a great 

run.  Wonderful staff.  I've mentioned 'em.  I followed domestic 

legislation, agriculture—other issues.  And he had a whole team 

on foreign relations 'cause he was chairman of the Foreign 

Relations Committee.  Fulbright was a very private person.  He 

had a good sense of humor, but he was—you know, most of his 

attention was foreign policy.  [02:21:07]  He had good marks in 

domestic legislation.  He was well regarded and Senator 

Bumpers—we all became—later became very good friends.  But 

[19]74 Bumpers defeated him.  As you recall, he was a very 

popular governor of Arkansas, and he wouldn't allow any issues 

to surface.  Anything Fulbright said, Bumpers would agree with 

it.  So he won that election almost two to one.  So—but until 

that time, Fulbright's favorability was very high.  His marks were 

very high.  It's—the entire Arkansas delegation throughout that 

whole era were from conservative to progressive, but they were 

all business friendly, and they were all supportive of agriculture 
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and farm bills and the Chamber of Commerce.  And so they 

essentially all had the same political base without exception.  

[02:22:02]  And—so Fulbright was doing very well on the 

domestic side, but his heart is—everyone knows this—is not only 

foreign policy, but at the time of his death in 1995, there had 

been two hundred and fifty thousand Fulbright Scholars around 

the world.  And so it was quite an honor to be around him.  And, 

you know, it's a name that I—if I mention it in Rome or Paris or 

anywhere else, people go, "Ooh, Fulbright.  Yeah."  You know, 

and usually it's someone knows someone who's been a Fulbright 

Scholar, right.  Yeah.  Wow. 

SL:  Yeah, camera operator. 

DL:  Wow!  [Laughter]  Right here.  [Laughter]   

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  Excellent.  Well, I think I'll stop.  [Laughter]  You can share.    

SL:  Trade chairs. 

DL:  Right.  [Laughter]  Exactly. 

SL:  Well . . . 

[02:23:03] DL:  But I member I was invited to speak at the American 

University in Warsaw.  Before—just before I went to Rome, my 

wife and I—Diane and I went over there.  And I was speaking 

about the New York Stock Exchange and markets.  And in the 
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introduction it was mentioned that I had worked for Senator 

Fulbright.  And I—my lecture was fifty minutes, and I had about 

twenty minutes of Q&A.  And as I recall, there were two 

questions about the stock exchange and seven questions about 

Senator Fulbright and Fulbright scholarships and the Fulbright 

legacy and the Vietnam War.  Remarkable.  [Laughs]   

SL:  Yes. 

DL:  We should've changed topics.  [Laughs] 

SL:  It is.  It is remarkable. 

DL:  But his message about being an example to others is an 

important one, you know, particularly in foreign policy. 

[02:24:04] SL:  Well now, so your area of responsibility involved 

domestic policies. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  And with his interest mostly engaged in foreign policy, that kind 

of put some—a bit of—more—a little bit of more weight on what 

you were doing . . . 

DL:  It was a very serious burden, Scott, in this respect.  I remember 

a lot of delegations from Arkansas farm groups, from chambers 

of commerce, from the business leadership in the state, from all 

over the state coming in.  And their message was, "Please tell 

Senator Fulbright to stop spending his time on this Vietnam War 
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and start helping us."  And Fulbright's message was, "If we don't 

end the Vietnam War and get our world affair in order and get 

our economy in shape, you're not gonna be helped.  This is the 

best way to do it," you know.  Someone asked him once why he 

had a foreign car.  He said, "Well, who do you think buys our 

rice?  Who do you think buys Arkansas's rice that gives them the 

buying power so that I can buy their car?"  So we went through 

that a lot, and there were people very unhappy about his 

position and his view.  And it took a lot of courage on his part 

because he became persona non grata.  [02:25:40]  They were 

so close that I recall one Christmas Betty Fulbright did the 

shopping for the Johnsons' girls—the children.  That's how close 

they were.  Because of the Vietnam War, he was persona non 

grata and never invited back to the White House.  And for 

socially prominent people in Washington, that's kind of a big 

deal.  But he didn't care, you know.  This war was not in the 

interest of Arkansans or the American people or the citizens of 

the world, and he was gonna use all of his energy to try to end 

it, and he did.  And I think that's what makes him a real profile 

in courage.  [02:26:17]  So—and as far as domestic legislation, 

he was quite knowledgeable about it.  But he put so much 

confidence in Lee Williams and his staff.  He delegated a lot.  He 
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trusted people like Parker Westbrook and Lee Williams and Hoyt 

Purvis and Carl Marcy, Jack Yingling and Richard Moose and Jim 

Cash and people who he had around him for years.  And if they, 

you know, made a recommendation to him, he didn't—he pretty 

much knew they knew what his philosophy was, and this is 

where he should probably go.  And if Hoyt recommended an 

interview with a newspaper, he would likely do it.  And if Hoyt 

prepared a piece for the Congressional Record, he wouldn't 

question it a lot because he had a lot of faith in his staff.  So—

but as far as his own time spent, it was mostly international.  

And that's not a—this is not a surprise to anyone. 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  Was it—this is not breaking news.  [SL laughs] 

SL:  Well, I can see how that probably did not sell in Arkansas and 

that probably set up the run. 

DL:  It did. 

[02:27:38] SL:  But, you know, the—I'd like to talk a little bit about 

some other staff members. 

DL:  Sure. 

SL:  Why don't we start with Parker Westbrook.  How well did you 

know Parker at that time? 

DL:  We—well we were a small office.  We all knew each other well.  I 
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mean, we were ten or twelve people in one office.  So Parker 

was the great guy—the corporate memory for the office.  He 

knew who everyone had been married to, who everyone's 

brother-in-law was, what county they had come from fifty years 

before, you know, how many cows they had.  He—Parker knew it 

all and . . . 

SL:  Still does.  [Laughs] 

[02:28:23] DL:  Oh, and all letters that went out—if it passed Parker, 

that meant it was absolutely accurate.  He would return a lot of 

letters saying, "That's just not right.  That's [SL laughs], you 

know, that's not her cousin.  Her cousin is one of the Staubs, 

you know, from Marion County.  This is the wrong family."  X, 

you know, and they'd start over.  [Laughs]  So Parker was a 

great resource to the office—to most—to this office and, you 

know, later. 

SL:  Yeah, Senator . . . 

DL:  Senator Pryor and . . . 

SL:  Yeah, David . . . 

DL:  Yeah.   

SL:  Yeah, they came very . . . 

DL:  Yeah, absolutely. 

SL:  . . . very close. 
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DL:  So he served Senator Fulbright, Senator Pryor, and before that, 

Senator—Congressman Gathings.  Yeah. 

[02:29:04] SL:  You know, I want to talk a little bit about that. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  That was his first office, the congressman's office that he 

?served?. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  And here's the story that I've heard.  Parker didn't tell me this, 

but I heard that Parker invited an African American to lunch in 

one of the—I don't know if it was the—what lunchroom it was on 

the capital grounds. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  And he got some kind of flak for that, and I'm not sure if he left 

immediately that particular office and went to Fulbright or—do     

you . . . 

DL:  Well, you know, that . . . 

SL:  Have you ever heard that story? 

DL:  Scott, that's a fact point, and it would have to be checked, but 

that resonates.  It sounds right.  [02:29:54]  And I have some 

vague memory that that's the case.  And knowing Parker and 

knowing Gathings, it . . . 

SL:  It fits. 
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DL:  It fits. 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  So I . . .  [Laughs] 

SL:  All right.  Well . . . 

DL:  That's probably true. 

SL:  . . . I've always been impressed.  I—that really resonated  

with . . . 

DL:  Yeah, right. 

SL:  . . . me that he was out there that early and . . . 

[02:30:12] DL:  'Cause Took Gathings was old, old South.  I mean, 

you know, he . . .  [Laughs] 

SL:  Yeah. 

DL:  . . . unreconstructed from the Civil War, so . . . 

[02:30:19] SL:  Mh-hmm, mh-hmm.  Okay, now I think—I know that 

you and Lee are closest of friends and have known each other 

forever.  And I don't want to put you in an uncomfortable 

position, but how was Lee as a boss?  I mean, did . . . 

DL:  Absolutely wonderful. 

SL:  Yeah? 

DL:  He gave you all the rope you needed.  He had a lot of trust, a lot 
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of faith.  He—I—if you look into the dictionary under the word 

"compassion," you'll see his name.  Lee Williams—only time I've 

ever seen Lee down is when someone else is hurting—some 

young person couldn't find a job at some agency or someone 

had a family problem—that would really get Lee down.  He was 

never down about his own situation, his own health—anything 

else.  It was always about other people—always.  And fiercely 

loyal, trusting, and that's why the people around him—the same 

way—that's why people around—if Lee says, "Let's have lunch," 

six, eight, ten people will show up.  [SL laughs]  Today.  Some 

will fly up, you know.  And so Lee Williams—he's—he was a 

mentor, and I think the most selfless thing I can recall—so many 

stories—but Lee and I played golf a lot—had lunch at the 116 a 

lot back in the Clinton years, with David Pryor and with Hoyt 

Purvis and with Marsha Scott and with Chi Hargraves and lots of 

our mutual friends.  But Lee—I told Lee I did wanna go to Rome.  

It had been—someone in White House personnel had mentioned 

it, and Lee weighed in on that with the White House.  And what 

that meant is that he was going to lose his golf buddy and his 

lunch partner for four years if I was successful in getting that 

position.  And I can tell more about the drama in getting the 

position, but Lee's role in it was really key in making it happen 
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along with Carl Whillock and Marsha Scott and Vanessa Weaver.  

But—so yeah, he is a selfless person and a great friend and a 

great mentor, you know.  I could talk all day.  [Laughs] 

SL:  All right, let's break right here. 

[Tape stopped] 

[02:33:06] SL:  Okay, we were talking about—this is tape four, by 

the way. 

DL:  Okay. 

SL:  This is good.  We're doing pretty good. 

DL:  Good. 

SL:  We . . . 

DL:  Great. 

SL:  I wish we had enough time to do tape fourteen. 

DL:  Wow. 

SL:  But . . . 

DL:  I'll come to Fayetteville. 

SL:  I appreciate that offer. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  And—or we'll at least get with you and your brother and . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . we'll figure all that out.  Well, tell your brother we'll just 

move into his house for three days. 
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DL:  Okay. 

SL:  Maybe four.  [DL laughs]  And we'll finish up yours and do his.   

DL:  [Laughs]  He'd love that. 

SL:  Well, you can imagine all this stuff—we're very . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . invasive when it comes . . . 

DL:  Yeah, this is . . .  

SL:  And we usually do them in people's homes. 

DL:  It's impressive.  Yeah. 

[02:33:40] SL:  We were talking about your time with Senator 

Fulbright, and I was particularly interested in some staff that I 

know.  And we—you had some good things to say about Parker 

and . . . 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  And it resonated with me because that's pretty much the way he 

is now. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  And—since I've known him.  And since I've gotten to know Lee a 

little bit, I sense the same thing that you were speaking of.  Is 

there anything else—I mean, I know you can tell us many, many 

stories about Lee, and I know your—you admire him greatly.  Is 

there anything else that you really should be saying about Lee 
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that we have not said? 

[02:34:30] DL:  He impresses me in so many ways, I could tell a 

hundred.  But let me just focus on the one that most comes to 

mind at the moment aside from his compassion and his—the 

depth of his friendship is—in the Clinton years he was like a 

mentor to the president, as Carl Whillock was.  And Lee was 

always there for the president—still is—but never used it in any 

way to his advantage—you know, financially, socially—any other 

way.  And people made him all sorts of offers.  "Would you 

represent us on this and this and this?  With the presidency, with 

the White House, with the administration?"  And Lee's view on 

the thing was "I will—Bill Clinton has been loyal to me, and I'll 

be loyal to him.  And I'll be there for him any way I can as a 

counselor and a friend.  But I will not trade on that office in any 

way."  And so he never did it.  He never took any of those 

positions.  Never accepted any of those offers.  He was just pure 

Lee Williams, you know.  You couldn't have a [laughs] better 

friend.  So that—that's always stayed with me. 

[02:35:52] SL:  I can get this from Lee as well, but do you have any 

idea how it came to pass that he hooked up with Fulbright?  Do 

you know that story? 

DL:  You know, get it from Lee . . . 
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SL:  Okay. 

DL:  . . . because I don't recall quite the genesis.  I know how it sort 

of, you know, developed, but you're asking me the genesis, and 

I don't recall the genesis. 

[02:36:16] SL:  Okay.  All right.  Any other staff member you'd like 

to say?  You know, I've been on the phone with Marsha Scott 

several times. 

DL:  Marsha's a dear friend and a wonderful person.  She was part of 

our team and has been with us a long time.  She's just a great 

lady, and you should interview her. 

SL:  We should. 

DL:  And . . . 

SL:  And I'm sure . . .  

DL:  . . . Bruce Lindsey is another good friend and, you know, he was 

another person like Lee who was just very devoted and very true 

to his principles and to the people he served.  So I could—it was 

a wonderful group of people.  Hoyt Purvis I think the world of.  

You know, Hoyt's just a grand guy, you know, and an 

encyclopedia of knowledge on Fulbright and sports and 

everything else. 

[02:37:10] SL:  I really toyed with the idea of asking Hoyt to do 

these interviews. 
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DL:  He would be great with Lee.  If you can get Lee and Hoyt 

together at Fayetteville.  I mean, I'd be delighted to be a 

supernumerary.  But they're—together they would be good 

'cause Hoyt would know a lot of questions that would bring Lee 

out. 

[02:37:32] SL:  Okay.  Anything else you want to say about your 

time with Fulbright? 

DL:  Well, I don't know if we—is this our last hour? 

SL:  We have about an hour left. 

DL:  I've got the New York Stock Exchange life, and I've got the . . . 

SL:  What you're doing now. 

DL:  . . . global food security in Rome and what I'm doing now, so I—

I'll leave that with you.  I can . . . 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  . . . talk about any of this at probably some length.  I just 

thought it was a wonderful opportunity to be with Fulbright, as 

I've said, and it's benefitted me every day 'cause—because of 

what his name symbolizes as far as, you know, peace among 

nations and the importance of the Fulbright principles.  He 

always thought if people knew each other better, it was not 

important—as important that governments understood each 

other.  And it's because of the—so much conflict we have in this 
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world because people don't understand each other.  Anyone—

people'd say to him, "The Russians are evil people."  He would 

say, "No, they're just like you and I.  They're farmers and 

business people and all the rest.  And they have a bad 

government, but they're not evil people, and we need to 

understand each other."  And that's what that Fulbright 

experience has meant.  So . . . 

SL:  Well, thank you.  Now, how in the world . . . 

[02:38:52] DL:  And I wrote a poem about it I'll share. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  I'll give it to you—but—on his death. 

SL:  You can't, like, just . . . 

DL:  No. 

SL:  . . . read—just give it to us now? 

DL:  No, I'll wait.  I'll give it to you. 

SL:  You're not a performance artist? 

DL:  Yeah. 

[02:39:03] SL:  [Laughs]  Well, how in the world did you get to the 

New York Stock Exchange? 

DL:  I left Fulbright's office and while I was there—and John 

McConnell asked me if I would like to work for the stock 

exchange—and this was a couple of years.  And I said, "Yeah, I'd 

https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp


 

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 
Arkansas Memories Project, David Lambert Interview, June 21, 2012 
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.asp  

126 

be interested in looking at it."  And he never got back to me, and 

then I left.  Fulbright was defeated.  I didn't interview but one 

group, and I was married that year.  I went on—month in Europe 

and I came back, and I took that job at the Health Insurance 

Association and was there two years.  And out of the blue, John 

McConnell called again, and like Lee's earlier call, he said, "Are 

you still interested?"  I said, "Yeah."  So he hired me, and I 

was—soon became head of public affairs, and we were at 1800 K 

Street.  And the stock exchange had not had much interaction 

with Washington.  [02:40:04]  And I was at the forefront of 

starting a program called the public affairs program, and it was 

premised on the idea that it's really important that the 

leadership of the exchange and Wall Street understand how 

policy is made in Washington.  And similarly, legislators need to 

know how the market works—the quality of the market, the 

integrity of the market, the nuance of the market—because 

Washington perception becomes reality.  If they think markets 

aren't working, they're gonna change 'em.  So in the course of 

my time as head of public affairs, I probably took close to five 

hundred members of Congress, ambassadors, SEC 

commissioners, cabinet members, [unclear word] governors, 

presidents, to 11 Wall Street for policy discussions, breakfasts 
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and lunches and conferences, to talk about the big issues about 

tax policy and economic policy, trade policy and all the rest of it.  

So if I left any mark with the New York Stock Exchange in 

twenty-one years, it was the founding and nurturing of the 

public affairs program.  So I didn't—I was not involved with the 

arcana of SEC regulation.  It was more public policy—public 

affairs.  So that's how I got there and that's—but I was in 

Washington the whole time, but I have the dubious distinction of 

having flown into La Guardia more than seven hundred times [SL 

laughs] because I was up there two or three times a month for 

twenty-one years.  I've never—I've spent a year and a half of 

my life in New York City, never more than two days at a time.  

[Laughter] 

[02:41:53] SL:  So that's quite a long time to be in one position—

twenty-one years.  You must've been comfortable and felt like 

you were making a difference. 

DL:  I like the issues.  I had—we expanded to the international side.  

John Phalen became chairman, and he asked me if I would take 

the stock exchange to China.  And we had long negotiations, and 

in 1986 we had a twenty-five-person delegation of our board—

flew to Beijing.  And Jim Wood was our principal adviser.  I 

mentioned earlier.  And we negotiated what became historic, 
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which is the US-China Symposium on Financial Markets.  It was 

communism, and when the Deng Xiaoping meeting occurred, it 

was headlines all over the world.  Communism meets capitalism.  

And that meeting was the crowning point, not only of that 

symposium, but probably my professional career with the stock 

exchange because the State Department said, "Deng Xiaoping 

would only meet with Ronald Reagan or Margaret Thatcher.  He's 

not gonna meet with your people."  I said, "Well, if we are going 

to bring the top financial experts in the world to Beijing to share 

everything we know about markets, the least the senior leader 

can do is have a meeting to symbolize that he's serious about 

these reforms."  [02:43:29]  So we were getting nowhere in our 

negotiations.  We had asked for a lot of things, and they had 

asked for a lot of things.  And finally we realized that for the 

Chinese side, the most important thing is saving face.  So we 

made a proposal.  I said, "Here's what we will offer.  In the 

booklet the Chinese names will appear first.  The Chinese host, 

?Chen Mu-ha's? name will appear first.  The Chinese delegation 

will appear before the US delegation."  "Ooh."  "And we will have 

Chinese version over the U—the English version on the cover."  

It was huge with them.  [SL laughs]  Then they huddled for a 

day, and they came back, and they said, "We now have a 
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proposal for you.  We will give you Hanji limousines for your 

entire delegation.  We will give you interpreters twenty-four 

hours a day for every member of your delegation.  We will give 

you a return banquet in the Great Hall of the People.  And finally, 

we will give you a private meeting with senior leader, Deng 

Xiaoping."  [SL laughs]  And it was a wonderful moment 

professionally.  And we did essentially the same thing in Russia 

the next—four years later with a meeting with Gorbachev and a 

seminar on markets, and that got a lot of attention.  And, you 

know, since then there have been a lot of listings from both 

Beijing and Moscow on the New York Stock Exchange.  Markets 

find themselves.  It would've happened in time, but that's how it 

happened.  That's how it happened.  So [unclear words] 

international version of public affairs, it's very important in a 

policy context of improving all the institutions around.  So those 

were fun, challenging issues, and it was a good run.  I liked it a 

lot. 

[02:45:33] SL:  What a stroke that was to put them first—all things 

Chinese first. 

DL:  Yeah, yeah. 

SL:  You know, you would think someone would've thought of that, 

you know . . . 
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DL:  To us . . .  

SL:  . . . a long time ago. 

DL:  To us it was not an important issue. 

SL:  Right. 

DL:  To them it was everything . . . 

SL:  Right, right. 

DL:  . . . you know, so they were willing to go to the mat.  And the 

meeting with Deng Xiaoping lasted an hour, and it was indeed 

headlines around the world.  So I was there twenty-one years, 

and then I got a call one day from the White House, and they 

said, "The president would like for you to serve him in some 

way."  I said, "Well, I'd love to."  And said, "How about London?  

How about Vienna?  Department of Defense post.  Big house, 

car, driver, the works, lotta good issues."  I said, "That's not who 

I am."  He said, "All right."  Got another call a couple of months 

later from the personnel office.  They said, "How about Rome, 

agriculture, hunger, children, and George McGovern?"  [SL 

laughs]  I said, "That's what the Greeks would call a syzygy.  [SL 

laughs]  All the stars have lined up in one place."  And one of my 

heroes, Carl Whillock, was very helpful in that, as was Lee and 

Marsha and Bruce.  [02:47:15]  So I—my family—we went to 

Rome, and I was there four years.  I jokingly say that [laughs] I 
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was there two years under Clinton and two years of Karl Rove 

never found me, but [SL laughs] I don't know.  I—it's a—and it—

I mentioned earlier—David Pryor called me one day, and he said, 

"You know, I think you've got the best job in the whole US 

government."  And I said, "Well, when you look at the 

beneficiaries I serve, the issues I deal with, and the people I 

work with, and the place I live," I said, "I probably do have the 

best job in the whole government."  But it gave me an 

opportunity—the—it's—the US mission in Rome essentially is the 

nation's face on our commitment to end hunger in the world.  

And I had the opportunity to travel.  [02:48:04] George 

McGovern founded the World Food Program—1962—under 

President Kennedy.  I traveled all over the developing world with 

George McGovern looking at children and hunger.  Siberia, 

western China, Indonesia, Vietnam, South Africa, Ethiopia—

everywhere they—everywhere you go people were just—we met 

the president of Finland one day.  He wanted to encourage her 

to support McGovern-Dole School Feeding, and she never had 

met him.  And she said, "Senator McGovern, I don't know who 

you—why you're here.  [SL laughs]  The answer is yes.  [SL 

laughs] Whatever you want."  We got that everywhere.  And it 

was life changing.  I'm probably going faster than you . . . 
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SL:  No, no, no. 

DL:  I . . .  

SL:  But I do want to pause just for a second. 

[Tape stopped] 

[02:48:57] SL:  That is—that was a huge success in China with the 

stock exchange.  Don't you think—and I want to get back to your 

time in Rome—but don't you think that effort just really 

expedited that market in a global way? 

DL:  Oh, clearly.  I think, you know, at the last time I checked, the 

market value of listings, Chinese listings in New York—something 

like $800 billion and, like, forty companies from China now list 

on the New York Stock Exchange.  It's different now.  And as I 

said, those markets would have found themselves in time, but 

this was an expediting force that—because there was no 

communication or relationship.  We started—thanks to Jim Wood 

who was so helpful—couple of years before getting Chinese 

ambassador to New York and their public-affairs program.  

[02:49:56]  Getting a vice premier from China.  Several other 

senior officials who were on delegations who came through and 

looked at 11 Wall Street and looked at the market, looked at the 

quality of the market and quotation spread and price quality and 

all the rest of it, and they wanted to know more.  So our view all 
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along was "We're not gonna tell you how to do markets.  You've 

been doing markets for thousands of years.  We're gonna share 

what we do.  If you find any parts of it useful, please copy it as 

you will.  We're here to share everything."  You know, I came 

back from one of those trips—Russia—the CIA came over and 

talked to us, Wood and me, and said, "Did you see anybody over 

there collecting information?"  I said, "Well, yeah, that's why we 

were there.  We were there to share everything we knew.  We 

hope everyone was collecting information."  But both efforts 

were successful because we were able to share something about 

the history and quality of markets.  So a lot happened as a result 

of those symposia, I think. 

[02:51:05] SL:  Now, I may be delusional on this, but it seems to me 

that the first time that it was really out there in the press and 

what was being said from the White House was during the 

Clinton Administration, when they were—he was talking more 

about a global community.  Is that—am I wrong on that?  It 

seems like the global economy was just really being spoken 

openly.  I mean, it may have been something that every—all the 

countries knew about or all the leaders knew about, but they 

weren't really—no one was really thinking—or no one was even 

talking about a Chinese market . . . 
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DL:  Well . . . 

SL:  . . . or that, you know . . . 

DL:  [Laughs]  Right.  Was it Will Rogers who said, "We have the two 

greatest friends in the world: the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific 

Ocean."  

SL:  Right. 

DL:  You know, we're just here.  So the world keeps shrinking 

technologically and through trade and all the rest, so I think 

you're right.  I think you're right.  It just—you know, each year it 

gets a little smaller, and then you've got all of the information 

technology and real-time speed and handheld devices and 

twenty-four-hour markets.  And so you really, truly have a 

global economy, you know, and all sorts of trade, all sorts of 

commerce.  So I think that's true.  And I think in the Clinton 

years it became more prominent than ever, and it's continuing. 

[02:52:39] SL:  Well, I'm . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . just wondering if your efforts . . . 

DL:  Oh, I . . . 

SL:  . . . there kind of set that up . . . 

DL:  Well, I wouldn't . . .  

SL:  . . . as a platform to be openly talked about and was made more 
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aware.  I just have this sense that . . . 

DL:  Well, I certainly would not characterize it as my efforts.  I—but I 

would say that the collective work of the institutions of the 

exchange community in opening markets in China was a very 

significant development in global commerce.  And it's had a very 

positive impact on the world.  Yeah. 

[02:53:18] SL:  Course, now—in the global economy now of—it 

seems to have—or maybe it's just—maybe "seems" is the right 

word—seems to have more of an effect on our economy—on the 

United States economy.  You know, all the stuff going on in 

Europe and the Euro and Greece and Spain and, you know, all of 

a sudden there's this argument that, you know, "These guys are 

kind of now controlling our destiny."  Is that—I mean . . . 

DL:  Well, it's similar to—in my world of global food security, it's the 

same with this.  All of the issues are interconnected.  You cannot 

separate them.  They all come together, and they all impact 

each other, so you have to be very sensitive about—you know, 

whether it's food miles or whatever the issue is.  So I think your 

assessment's right on that.  Yeah. 

[02:54:21] SL:  That's exciting work, David, to . . . 

DL:  It was a good run. 

SL:  [Laughs]  It's a good run, now. 
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DL:  It was a good run.  [Laughs]  I was—I've been blessed. 

SL:  Oh, I . . . 

DL:  And I know that, you know.   

SL:  Well . . . . 

[02:54:33] DL:  I look back and, you know, everyone—most great 

literature and most great poetry is about the subject of loss, you 

know.  It's loss of childhood, loss of innocence, loss of family, 

loss of income, loss of your house, loss of—it's about loss.  But 

that's what helps you build and that's what helps you understand 

yourself and those around you.  And if you can look at the losses 

you've had in your life and still realize that—how blessed you 

are, how many things you have.  You look at people around us 

and what they're suffering through and what they're—you know.  

Yeah, I've been very blessed, you know.  I wouldn't relive a 

minute. 

[02:55:19] SL:  All right.  The next thing I want to talk about is 

George McGovern. 

DL:  Right. 

SL:  What—so did you have any affiliation with George McGovern 

before Rome? 

DL:  None, except—he and Fulbright were great allies in the Vietnam 

War effort and similar issues.  But I didn't really know him then.  
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I was the Senate bill clerk at one point, so he was around.  But I 

did not really know him until we met and had lunch at the  

Hay-Adams before—when it looked like I was about to be 

nominated and I was nominated.  And there was some drama 

there on who was jockeying for the—for that post.  And we had 

lunch and hit it off and have been great friends since.  And I 

just—he's a real role model in what he's done with his life and 

what he's done for hungry children.  And you know, his vision 

and his passion that every child in the world have a nutritious 

meal every day, and that's what he's working on.  And two years 

ago he jumped out of a plane at fourteen thousand feet to raise 

awareness about child hunger.  And last year he rode in the 

Sioux Falls speedway to do the same thing.  And he says when 

he's a hundred years old—we're celebrating his ninetieth 

birthday July the nineteenth.  Big celebration.  [02:56:47]  He 

said when he's a hundred, if we've ended child hunger, he's 

gonna jump again—another plane.  But it was so inspiring to be 

with him in Rome.  His invitation was number one in that very 

diplomat-rich city.  Anything from George McGovern.  And he's 

so knowledgeable, and yet such a gentle person.  You know, 

he's—he has a Ph.D. in American history from Northwestern, you 

know.  And Larry King actually—you know, Bob Dole and George 
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McGovern are longtime close friends.  So Larry King has them 

both on, and King says, "Listen."  He said, "I've listened to you, 

Senator Dole, for an hour and you obviously—you love this man, 

and you have great affection and admiration.  You were both in 

World War II together.  You've—all the programs on children and 

hunger and nutrition in the Senate ag committee.  He's a great 

guy."  But Dole said, "Yep.  Right.  Right.  [SL laughs]  I agree."  

He said, "And yet, Senator Dole, in 1972 you turned this man, 

this good man, into a demon with horns."  Dole said, "Wasn't 

easy.  Took a lotta work."  [Laughter]  You know.  But that's 

true.  I mean, McGovern is, you know, he's just the nicest 

person and really devoted to issues that he think—that he 

believes matter to the country and to the world, you know.  And 

it was just a—it was really life changing to travel with him.  And 

that's why the rest of my energy—when I got back I said, "It's 

all gonna be on the issue of hunger and children."  And so I do a 

lot of pro bono work.  I work with a lot of NGOs.  I represent 

industry on food safety and biotech and related issues.  I work a 

lot with the United Nations.  I'm gonna be going to Rome next 

week for the—I'm on the US delegation to the UN food safety 

commission called Codex.  [02:58:56]  And then I also teach a 

graduate course at Catholic University called the International 
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Politics of Hunger and Food.  And I'm a fellow at—I'm privileged 

to be a fellow at Iowa State University.  I took Secretary 

Vilsack's place as the fellow at the Seed Science Center.  And 

they have programs going in over thirty countries in Africa on—

in developing science-based regulations and better seeds.  The 

Global Crop Diversity Trust tells us that with current seed 

technology, with the planet getting hotter and drier, current 

projections on climate change, maize yields—white maize yields 

in Africa are gonna drop by 30 percent . . . 

SL:  Oh! 

DL:  . . . in the next generation.  Now, that's—three hundred million 

Africans rely on white maize as their staple.  So there's so much 

to do, and there are so many answers, but these are among the 

issues that—in the forefront there.  They're great issues.  Great 

issues. 

[03:00:04] SL:  Stepping back just a little bit . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . you talked about some drama in your nomination process.  

Do you want to talk about that at all?  'Cause that's kind of 

interesting to me as far as the game of confirmation. 

DL:  Oh, yeah.  So after I got these inquiries about my interest and I 

expressed my interest to Carl Whillock and Lee Williams and 
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others, then I found out that the chief of staff of the White 

House had another candidate.  And so—John Podesta. 

[03:00:51]  And so it was going back and forth, and this went on 

for several months.  And I had some very loyal friends who were 

helpful to me, Bruce Lindsey and Marsha Scott and others I've 

mentioned.  And so right in the middle of this drama I'm invited 

to a—my wife and I were invited to a White House state dinner, 

Huh Jung Jei Min, premier of China.  Who do I sit next to but 

John Podesta [laughs], who—who's got his own candidate.  So it 

was [laughs]—so it just went like that.  It was up and down, 

really.  You know, "Forget it when we can"—and I was really 

looking forward to it.  And so finally the word came, and I got a 

call from Bob Nash.  Chief of personnel.  He said, "The president 

wants you to represent him in Rome.  Will you do it?"  I said 

[laughs], "I would be honored to represent the president and the 

American people in Rome on a very important mission."  So I 

was grateful to be able to be there for four years. 

[03:02:01] SL:  You've mentioned Carl Whillock's name several 

times. 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  So I think we probably ought to say something about Carl. 

DL:  Well, let me just say this.  This is something I said at the Clinton 
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School with Margaret present.  I talked to George McGovern that 

week, and I dedicated—I spoke at the Rotary Club of Little Rock 

about hunger.  I dedicated my talk to Carl Whillock, and I told 

'em—I said, "It's not because—just because he's a great guy, 

and it's not just because he died two months ago.  But he has 

more to do with this issue of hunger than anyone else in this 

state."  And it is because he was the White House liaison with 

the Department of Agriculture.  And he kept calling me about the 

McGovern-Dole idea of our school lunch in the United States—

the international version now known as McGovern-Dole.  He kept 

saying, "We're gonna take care of these hungry children," and 

then nothing ever happened.  And McGovern got very down 

about it because it didn't look like there was gonna be any 

movement.  Carl, behind the scenes, arranged a meeting in 

which Senator McGovern went to the White House.  And it ended 

up that the entire team were his old staff members from the 

[19]72 campaign, and bottom line is that President Clinton said, 

"I'll give you $300 million to start McGovern-Dole."  Right?  

McGovern-Dole at that time when I last looked in had served 

twenty-two million children in forty-four countries.  And George 

McGovern told me—he said, "If there were any justice in the 

world, that public law would be known as the McGovern-Dole-
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Whillock public law.  The International School Child Education 

Act." 

SL:  I never knew that about Carl. 

[03:04:02] DL:  Yeah.  No, he was—and Carl and Margaret came to 

Rome I think three times to visit. We had great times.  They 

were wonderful travelers.  I mean, they would walk all over 

Rome.  They were untiring.  [Laughs]  And I still stay in close 

touch with Margaret.  And . . .  

SL:  She's a great gal. 

DL:  She is. 

SL:  She got to sit at a Pryor Center table with us a few months ago, 

and . . . 

DL:  How great. 

[03:04:30] SL:  . . . it was great.  Got five minutes? 

IR:  Four. 

SL:  Four?  Why don't we go ahead and change tapes. 

[Tape stopped] 

[03:04:40] SL:  When in—tell me again when it was that you met 

your wife. 

DL:  We met about 1970. 

SL:  And you were doing what with your career at that . . . 

DL:  I was with Senator Fulbright.   And she was also working in the 
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Senate.  And we actually met at the home of Lloyd Elliott, the 

president of GW University.  And we just didn't know each other 

for a while, and then we started seeing each other.  And then it 

got more serious and then [SL laughs] in the summ—and 1974 

was a very eventful year for me because Senator Fulbright was 

defeated on May the twenty-eighth, and I was quote "out of a 

job."  And Diane and I got married on June 29, 1974.  And [SL 

laughs] we were married for twenty-eight years.  Twenty-eight 

very good years, as far as I was concerned.  [03:05:50]  And we 

still stay in touch with each other. I talked with her yesterday.  

I'll talk with her today.  We have two great sons.  Walker is 

thirty-four, and he went to school here and then the University 

of Chicago, and he's now at Johns Hopkins in graduate school.  

He has a wonderful wife, Nelly.  They met at the University of 

Chicago, and she's getting her doctorate at Catholic  

University . . . 

SL:  Oh. 

DL:  . . . in literature and doing a dissertation on Emily Dickinson.  I 

went out to hear her lecture in San Francisco last—two weeks 

ago.  And then our younger son, Taylor, is twenty-five.  And 

Taylor went to school here and then sixth, seventh, and eighth in 

Rome and was fluent in Italian at that point.  [SL laughs]  And 
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he went to Gonzaga High School, and he went to Bard College in 

New York and then NYU Tisch drama, where Brando studied.  

And he's graduated, and he's now gotten a role in a film in San 

Francisco.  So we all spent a week together there two weeks 

ago.  So I'm blessed with Nelly and Walker and Taylor.   

And . . . 

[03:07:14] SL:  You are blessed.  That sounds like . . . 

DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . they're doing well and . . . 

DL:  They're doing well. 

SL:  . . . have . . . 

DL:  They're great. 

SL:  Smart kids. 

DL:  Smart.  Very thoughtful.  I feel very good about where they are 

in their lives; about their value system; about their sense of 

purpose; about their fundamental feeling of justice.  And I just—

you know, they do it—parents can only do so much.  We follow 

our children in their journeys, and we pray that they'll be good 

journeys.  And I think they're all on good journeys, and I, you 

know, thank God every night that I'm—can be a part of it. 

[03:08:00] SL:  Well, it's wonderful to be close to the kids.  I  

know . . . 
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DL:  Yeah. 

SL:  . . . that as a father.  So . . . 

DL:  Right, right. 

SL:  It's a—I don't know.  Maybe that's what we're here for is to  

have . . . 

DL:  I think that's right. 

SL:  . . . to continue and to pass on the best that we can. 

DL:  That's right. 

[03:08:26] SL:  What about the pin that's on your lapel?  I—I'm 

curious about that.  What is that about?  What . . . 

DL:  This is called a 1,000 Day pin. 

SL:  Okay. 

DL:  This is a new awakening.  It's based on evidence from the Lancet 

Study, the United Kingdom's very respected organization on 

nutrition.  And 1,000 Days essentially says that the moment 

from conception of a child through the second birthday, which is 

exactly one thousand days—if a child does not receive sufficient 

amount of animal-source protein and micronutrients, iodine for 

brain development, vitamin A for vision, iron for anemia, zinc to 

control diarrhea—fifty-six hundred children die every day from 

dirty-water deaths.  So the whole notion of 1,000 Days—which 

Secretary Clinton is very active and eloquent in advocating this 
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cause.  It's part of an international called Scaling Up Nutrition.  

But it's the most important thing we can do in foreign-aid policy.  

[03:09:41]  You know, we spend hundreds of millions of dollars 

on really worthy objectives like technical assistance and 

infrastructure and capacity building and risk assessment for food 

safety and education and all the rest.  That's great.  But if you 

have an entire nation of malnourished children, our foreign-aid 

efforts are gonna be compromised.  It's—I analogize it to the 

movie, Home Alone.  We forgot the most important thing.  We 

did everything else right, but we forgot the child.  And to see the 

evidence of that, the UN tells us that in this—the Korean 

peninsula, which is anthropologically and demographically the 

same as it has been for ten thousand years—because of an 

arbitrary line that was drawn sixty years ago.  [03:10:33]  

Today an eight-year-old child in North Korea is seven inches 

shorter than an eight-year-old child in South Korea.  So the most 

critical thing we can deal with in international development is 

early child nutrition, and that's what 1,000 Days is about, and 

that is the highest priority of our international development with 

USAID administrator Rashad and with Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton, with Ambassador George McGovern, the president, with 

many leaders and with the Gates Foundation.  Many leaders in 
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global security have finally recognized if we don't deal with early 

child nutrition, the rest is compromised.  You can never have the 

achievements we need, and we're late coming to it, but it's 

encouraging to know that it's now on the radar in a big way. 

[03:11:30] SL:  So I heard you mention animal protein.  So what 

about a vegetarian diet and . . .  

DL:  Vegetarian diets are fine for adults, and we need all of the 

nutrients in our system.  But all of the evidence shows that for 

children, early on, they need both plant and animal protein.  

They need beans and peas and carrots, but they also need dairy 

and eggs and meat and everything else.  That's why that Heifer 

—the whole Heifer idea is phenomenal, that someone sixty-five 

years ago realized that children need animal-source protein.  

And that was the genesis of—that eventually lead to Jo Luck 

winning the World Food Prize.  You know, it's just a—it's a very 

important concept in nutrition.  I'm not a nutritionist, but I'm 

[laughs] around a lot of nutrition experts continuously.  And so 

animal-source protein is very, very important in early child 

nutrition.  And you need some of it throughout.  There are 

different food systems, and people when they're adults have 

their own choices, and those are fine, and whether they want 

local food, all vegetables, whether they want organic, whether 
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they're okay on genetically modified food, conventional—you 

know, there are all these systems.  [03:13:02]  The nutrition 

community tells us we need twenty-one hundred calories a day, 

okay.  As Americans we eat about twenty-eight hundred a day.  

There's enough food in the world for every man, woman, and 

child to have thirty-three hundred calories a day.  There's plenty 

of food in the world.  It's a matter of access and availability and 

affordability.  And it gets back to the root causes of global food 

insecurity, the main one of which is governance.  In North Korea 

and Zimbabwe, where—average lifespan in Zimbabwe used to be 

sixty years.  It's now thirty-five.  It's largely because of 

governance.  'Cause governance goes back to civil wars, 

nutrition policy, education policy, environmental policy—all of 

those things that can lift people up.  That's what our whole 

Millennium Challenge Corporation idea is about is that, you 

know, we'll be a partner on foreign aid, but we want to know 

that you're governing justly.  You know, we told Ghana three 

years ago, "We'll give you $528 million, but we want some 

questions answered.  We won't micromanage you.  Do you 

govern justly?  Do you invest in your people?  Do you have 

enlightened policies?  Do you have a free press?  Do you have an 

independent judiciary?  Do you allow little girls to go to school?  
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Do you allow women to vote?  Do you allow women to own 

property?  Will you give women technical assistance in 

agriculture?  You're an agricultural society."  Women today get 

less than 5 percent of technical assistance to agriculture, and yet 

women constitute 50 percent of the farmers in the world.  In the 

case of horticulture, it's 80 to 90 percent.  In rice harvest in 

south Asia, it's 90 percent, and yet they get very little attention.  

So these are all the things we need to do to ensure a food-

secure and nutrition-secure world. 

[03:15:12] SL:  I was enjoying your speech at the Clinton School, 

and there was one—and one of the items you mentioned was 

that this was the first time—this generation will be the first 

generation whose average life expectancy is less.  Is that right? 

DL:  This is the issue of obesity, and most people, including some 

members of Congress who've called about this [laughs]—"How 

can a person be malnourished and obese at the same time?"  I 

said, "Well, there are hungry and obese."  I said, "You know, you 

can be hungry in a matter of hours.  It may take months or 

years."  Obesity is by any critical analysis the most urgent crisis 

in this nation.  It will cost us $200 billion next year.  It's tripled 

in our children in one generation.  [03:16:10]  Malnutrition is a 

two-sided coin.  The starving child in Ethiopia is the 
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undernutrition side.  The twelve-year-old child in the United 

States who might weigh two hundred pounds is the other side.  

And as a matter of malnutrition, that is a far more urgent crisis 

in this country and far more burdensome and far more costly.  

It's the leading or a principal risk factor in stroke, heart disease, 

hypertension, and lots of other physical maladies.  So that's 

true.  This is the first generation in the twelve generations of US 

history in which this generation, this youngest generation, will 

have a shorter lifespan than their parents, largely because of the 

disease of obesity.  Who's to blame?  I hope I don't leave 

anyone out.  [SL laughs]  Parents, the medical fraternity, land-

grant universities, food industry, Congress, the media—

everyone.  But it's these same institutions that are gonna be the 

answers.  And there are a lot of institutions working in good faith 

to deal with the crisis.  You know, McDonald's serves salads now.  

Imagine that twenty years ago. 

SL:  Right. 

[03:17:30] DL:  Do you think they do that because there's a lot of 

profit margin in the lettuce?  For whatever reasons, they're—

institutions are beginning to understand that this is a crisis we're 

gonna have to deal with.  The school lunch program started in 

1946.  That was mainly a national security genesis.  It was not a 
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bunch of bleeding-heart liberals saying, "We need to take care of 

children."  We had all these children in American schools that 

were listless and emaciated and had nothing to eat at school.  

But it started because there was fear by the powers in Congress 

that "We're not gonna be able to fight another war.  We've got 

too many young people too malnourished."  You know, and that 

was 220 billion meals ago.  So we've taken steps.  We've made 

some down payments on ending hunger in our time and dealing 

with malnutrition.  But there's a lot more to do.  But obesity is 

something often overlooked.  It's an urgent issue. 

[03:18:38] SL:  So this is what your work is now.  This is what your 

life is now. 

DL:  It is.  And I find it the most rewarding work I've ever done.  

Mother Teresa was asked—and Tony Hall, Ambassador Tony Hall 

asked her, "Isn't it true that what you do"—first, he said, "We—

you know, we can't come to India and do what you do."  She 

said, "Don't worry about me.  Just do the thing that's in front of 

you."  It's everywhere, you know.  We have very high poverty 

rates and hunger rates in our state of Arkansas and throughout 

the nation.  She said, "Just do the thing that's in front of you."  

And someone else said, "But isn't what you do just a drop in the 

bucket?"  She said, "No, that's not true.  What I do is just a drop 
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in the ocean.  But without my drop"—anyway, it's a—I just find it 

very rewarding work.  [03:19:38]  I don't—when I speak on this 

in faith groups, I don't ask 'em to drop whatever ministry they 

have.  You know, a lot of people are doing wonderful things that 

no one knows about every day.  I don't say drop this and start 

doing hunger work, but I do say if you ever get engaged in it 

you'll never leave it because it's very rewarding work.  It's—in 

fact, it's one of those things you realize that—there are two 

great commandments of Christ.  Work in this area is serving 

both of those commandments simultaneously.  That's not true of 

many other things.  "If you do it to the least of these."  So there 

are lots of reasons.  You can do it from a faith perspective.  You 

can be involved in hunger work for—because it's a profound 

moral issue.  You can say it's a national security issue.  Hungry 

people do not form stable societies.  You can do it for  

self-interested economic reasons.  If you've got a 401(k) or a 

savings plan, you want those companies invested in trade 

markets.  We need a more stable world.  So we see now when—

with Feed the Future, the administration's top priority on food 

security, who's at the table now?  It's not just USAID and USDA.  

It's [laughs] the National Security Council and the Department of 

Defense and the CIA because they realize that a stable world is 
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in everyone's interest. 

[03:21:24] SL:  You know, that's a—if—it sounds like a way out.  It 

sounds like a solution, you know, that you could take care of so 

many things if you concentrate on that. 

DL:  That's right. 

SL:  That many things follow. 

DL:  And there are answers.  There are answers through policy.  

Ghana—Brazil and Ghana won the World Food Prize.  The World 

Food Prize is the equivalent of the Nobel Peace Prize for hunger 

and agriculture.  It's given in Des Moines, Iowa, each October.  

Former President Kufuor of Ghana won it because of their efforts 

to reduce hunger, which have been very dramatic—through 

policies.  You know, through institutional policies on education, 

on nutrition, on trade.  You know, so there are a lot of good 

answers.  The main answer is governance.  Empowering women, 

investing in women: critical.  Early child nutrition; post-harvest 

loss.  Agricultural research is huge, but we lose 30 to 40 percent 

of our food globally after harvest.  In the US we lose it as near 

the point of consumption.  It's plate waste or refrigerator.  In the 

developing world it's at the point of harvest because they don't 

know what time of day to harvest.  They don't have the 

infrastructure or the transportation.  They don't have the 
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refrigeration.  They don't have the viable markets.  So all of 

those things—if we can—80 percent of bananas in Rwanda never 

reach the child.  All that potassium never reach—you know, it's 

gone.  Forty percent—India has 25 percent of the hunger in the 

world.  Forty-two percent of all malnourished children in the 

world live in that country.  And four out of ten tomatoes that are 

harvested in India never reach the child.  [03:23:28]  So the 

post-harvest loss is a huge answer in this equation.  There are 

many others, but there are policies that can create results.  But 

we have to understand—the policy-making world has to 

understand why this pays dividends, and that's—we don't 

understand that yet.  Agricultural-research budgets are down 

dramatically.  And what—what's so ironic about that, it's a 

paradox.  We—agricultural-research budget is about 1 to 2 

percent of the biomedical budget, right?  So [SL laughs] what's 

ironic is the priorities of agricultural research are about 

preventing the human diseases the medical world has to deal 

with later, like global food security, obesity, child nutrition,  

bio-energy, food safety—all of those things that give us answers 

are not funded.  We just—we wait till the disease happens and 

then we spend a lot of money on the disease rather than the 

prevention.  So there's a lot of work to do, but we're making 
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progress. 

[03:24:41] SL:  So I know you're going to Rome soon.  Next—is that 

next week? 

DL:  Next week. 

SL:  And what will happen when you go to Rome?  What will you work 

on? 

DL:  I will be on the United States delegation to the so-called Codex 

Alimentarius Commission.  That's the international—the UN Food 

Safety Regulatory Commission.  It's made up of about a hundred 

and sixty countries, and there'll be member delegations.  The US 

delegation will be composed of officials from USTR, State 

Department, Commerce, USDA, USAID, and then private-sector 

advisers.  I'm a private-sector advisers.  And we will deal with 

adopting standards on all the foods in the world and the sauces 

and the drinks and everything people eat as food or drink as 

food.  Whether it's additives or contaminants or pesticide residue 

or veterinary drug residue, there's an assumption that there's a 

risk in food and you have to deal with that risk.  And that's what 

this is about.  So take milk—the global standard—I'm making up 

the number 'cause I don't know what it happens to be—you can 

only have five parts of aflatoxin in a million parts of milk.  If it's 

below that, it's safe for trade.  It's safe for human health, and 
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it's okay, if that's the standard.  The experts set the—the 

experts give the advice on what the standard should be based on 

science.  But it's the risk managers—the policy makers who 

adopt it in the United Nations, so that's what we'll be doing in 

Rome.  And we'll be working on some very controversial issues 

having to do with veterinary drugs and related issues.  And so it 

should be a good week. 

[03:26:41] SL:  Hmm.  Do you think the global community as far as 

all the different countries and their governments and their 

leaders—are they coming around to realizing the weight of this?  

Are they—do you—are you still getting political resistance to 

these—to the issue? 

DL:  We are still getting political resistance, but I think there's a new 

awareness that we are on a trajectory that is comp—that is 

unsustainable.  We're 7 billion people on the planet.  In 1900 we 

were 1.6.  Year 2000 we were 6.1.  We are already up to 7.  The 

world is getting more affluent, so there's more—not only more 

people, more demand for food.  On the supply side of food, this 

huge obstacle is called climate change and water.  We're gonna 

be two degrees hotter in the next century.  That's gonna be a 

huge proliferation of human diseases, animal diseases, plant 

pests, less drinking water, rising sea levels encroaching on 
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farmland.  [03:27:55]  So we've got a lot of things happening 

that are very serious, and we've gotta mitigate.  We've gotta 

figure out how to slow that down or adapt to it, and that's where 

our agricultural research comes in.  So I think people are looking 

at what's happening with drought in Texas, drought in Russia, 

floods in Pakistan.  And they're saying, "Whoa!  We've gotta turn 

this tanker around before it's too late," because it's a—we're 

gonna have to produce 70 percent more food by 2050 or we're 

not gonna have enough food.  And I think the world is beginning 

to recognize that, that we still have to deal with the reality of 

political conflicts and all the other things that create food 

insecurity.  But I am encouraged to think there's more 

awareness now because I think people know there's not a lot of 

time left. 

IR:  It's 2:55. 

SL:  It's 2:55 right now? 

IR:  Yeah, mh-hmm. 

SL:  We have to stop. 

DL:  Kay. 

[03:28:56 End of interview] 

[Transcribed and Edited by Pryor Center Staff] 
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