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Objective

Oral history is a collection of an individual's memories and

opinions. As such, it is subject to the innate fallibility of memory and
is susceptible to inaccuracy. All researchers using these interviews
should be aware of this reality and are encouraged to seek
corroborating documentation when using any oral history interview.

The Pryor Center's objective is to collect audio and video recordings of
interviews along with scanned images of family photographs and
documents. These donated materials are carefully preserved,
catalogued, and deposited in the Special Collections Department,
University of Arkansas Libraries, Fayetteville. The transcripts, audio
files, video highlight clips, and photographs are made available on the
Pryor Center Web site at https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php. The
Pryor Center recommends that researchers utilize the audio recordings
and highlight clips, in addition to the transcripts, to enhance their
connection with the interviewee.

Transcript Methodology

The Pryor Center recognizes that we cannot reproduce the spoken
word in a written document; however, we strive to produce a
transcript that represents the characteristics and unique qualities of
the interviewee's speech pattern, style of speech, regional dialect, and
personality. For the first twenty minutes of the interview, we attempt
to transcribe verbatim all words and utterances that are spoken, such
as uhs and ahs, false starts, and repetitions. Some of these elements
are omitted after the first twenty minutes to improve readability.

The Pryor Center transcripts are prepared utilizing the University of
Arkansas Style Manual for proper names, titles, and terms specific to
the university. For all other style elements, we refer to the Pryor
Center Style Manual, which is based primarily on The Chicago Manual
of Style 17th Edition. We employ the following guidelines for
consistency and readability:
e Em dashes separate repeated/false starts and
incomplete/redirected sentences.
e Ellipses indicate the interruption of one speaker by another.
e Italics identify foreign words or terms and words emphasized by
the speaker.
e Question marks enclose proper nouns for which we cannot verify
the spelling and words that we cannot understand with certainty.
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e Brackets enclose
o italicized annotations of nonverbal sounds, such as laughter,
and audible sounds, such as a doorbell ringing;
o annotations for clarification and identification; and
e Commas are used in a conventional manner where possible to
aid in readability.

Citation Information
See the Citation Guide at https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php.
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Scott Lunsford interviewed Alex G. Streett on August 24, 2018,

in Fayetteville, Arkansas.

[00:00:00]

Scott Lunsford: Alex.

Alex G. Streett: Yes.

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Streett. I'm Scott Lunsford. You and I are at the David and
Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History here
in Fayetteville, Arkansas. Today's date is August 24, 2018. And
I believe you just come up from Russellville? Is that where
you're living . . .

That's correct. Yes. We drove up, my wife and my daughter
Stephanie.

Um—and so—um—you are—are here for a Pryor Center
interview. It's your—your donation. We want it to be like you
want it to be. Um—so I've kinda gone over some of the stuff.
We'll take breaks whenever we need to take a break. Uh—we'll
have lunch together—uh—at noon or thereabouts.

Mh-hmm.

Um—and again, I just wanna let you know if there's anything
that you regret saying in here, we can deal with that [ringtone]
a—a little later. Um . ..

All right.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

But—um—if you're okay with us—uh—doing this recording and
w—our intentions are to—um—post it on our website. I don't
know if you've been to our Arkansas Memories website, but
you'll be in good company. [AS laughs] Um—and—i—if you're
comfortable with that, then you can just say you're okay with it,
and we'll keep going. Otherwise we can stop, and we can work
out any . ..
All right. I—uh . ..
. . . problem areas.

. . should've left my cell phone outside, but I need to—uh—turn
it off.
Yeah. I think I left mine outside, but I think I turned it off. 1
hope I did. It's a new world with the—uh—cell phones, isn't it?
[Laughs] 1t is.
[Laughs] It's crazy. All right. So are we good to go?

Good to go.

[00:01:40] SL: All right. [AS clears throat] So I usually start with

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

when—oh, well, first of all, your full name. What is your full
name?

Well, it's Alexander Graham Streett.

That's neat.

I was named after my grandfather—uh—on my mother's side,
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Alexander Graham Sanderson.

[00:01:59] SL: All right. And you were born in Camden?

AS: Bornin Camden—in—uh . ..

SL: In...

AS: ... February 21, 1939.

SL: Um—and you were raised in Camden? You spent. ..

AS: I was. I—uh—born and raised there and stayed there until I
graduated from high school in 1957.

[00:02:22] SL: All right. Um—so—uh—what was your—uh—father's
name?

AS: J. Bruce Streett.

SL: J-A-Y?

AS: No, J as in—it's—uh—for Johnson Bruce Streett.

[00:02:39] SL: Okay. And—uh—your mother's maiden name?

AS: Sanderson. Gertrude Sanderson.

SL: Okay. All right. Uh—do you—um—did you know either side of
the grandparents?

AS: Ah, I knew my—uh—uh—maternal grandparents. I did not know
paternal.

SL: Uh-huh.

AS: I think my grandfather died before I was born.

SL: Okay.
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AS:

Paternal grandfather.

[00:03:07] SL: Well, we're always kind of—uh—looking for the

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

oldest story.

Now my—my—uh—grandmother, my paternal grandmother, I
knew her. She lived with us in Camden.

Do you remember any conversations you may have had with
her?

Well, there were six children in the family—uh—four boys and
two girls, and—uh—I remember she was partial to the girls. [SL
laughs] Uh—and then maybe doted a little bit on my oldest
brother.

Uh-huh.

Uh—she was—uh—fairly strict, and—uh—uh—that's about all I
remember.

Yeah. Um—so where were you in the—in the—uh—hierarchy of
the children? Where . ..

I was the—the third born. Uh—my oldest brother's name was
Garland Bruce Streett, but—uh—he didn't particularly care for
Garland, and when he reached his majority, he had it legally
changed to—uh—John Bruce Streett.

Okay.

[00:04:14] AS: And then my—uh—other brother—uh—1Julian Duval
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Streett. He was named for a uncle. And then myself. And then
I had twin sisters.

Oh.

Gertrude Streett goes by Trudy, and—uh—Shelley. And then I
had a younger brother, James Albert Streett—uh—Jimmy. And
he—uh—died at an early age. He was eight, almost nine, and
died of nephritis, kidney disease.

Oh my gosh.

Probably today—uh—they would've been able to cure it, but back

then, no.

[00:04:56] SL: So you were—uh—a teenager when he passed?

AS: Yes.

SL: That was probably—uh—that's a hard thing to—uh—get early on.

AS: Yeah—uh—in his last days—uh—my parents—my—uh—two
aunts—uh—Betty and Katherine, Kate—uh—Sanderson lived in
Texarkana.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

AS: And we—uh—the three oldest boys went and stayed with them
for several weeks—uh—uh—got fond memories of that.

SL: So—um—your parents were just kind of sparing y'all the . . .

AS: Sparing and probably getting us out of the way a little bit
because it was a, obviously, a traumatic time for them.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 5
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Right. And they needed to give your younger brother full
attention.

Mh-hmm.

So that's—that's good that the aunts and uncles—uh—chipped
in.

Able to help out. Yeah.

[00:05:59] SL: Yeah. And so where were they living?

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Texarkana.
In Texarkana?
Mh-hmm.
And you were there for a couple three months?
You know—uh—be honest, I—I don't recall exactly how long, but
I know it was several weeks.
Mh-hmm. [00:06:13] So—um—are you comfortable talking
about your younger brother? Do you member . . .
Ohyeah. I...
. interacting with . . .
N
...himand. ..
I remember him. Uh—uh—I—uh—he was eight when he passed
away, so I would've probably been thirteen.

Uh-huh.
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AS:

Uh...

[00:06:39] SL: Camden was—uh—uh—population of Camden was—

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

uh—I guess was the—um—arsenal still active . . .

Ye...

. . . back then?

Well, actually it—uh—I don't know that it was really active. It
started up at that time.

Mh-hmm.

Uh—Camden—uh—was a small community. I—I—for some
strange reason, I remember the population. It was 11,372, 1
think.

Right.

Uh—Ilater they—uh—either annexed or consolidated with—uh—
Fairview and . . .

Right.

. . . that—uh—bumped it up there, and then—uh—East Camden,
which was the—uh—naval ammunition depot—uh—I think was
brought into the city limits and that—uh—but for those things—
uh—the population would be declining.

Right. Uh—it's on the Ouachita River.

It is.

And so was there much commerce around the Ouachita River?
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AS:

Not a lot, no. Really there wasn't. Uh—you know, if we ever get
a twelve-foot channel—uh—well, actually the twelve-foot channel
they're talkin' about's for the Arkansas River, but—uh—there—
uh—nhistorically there probably was more commerce back in the

days of cotton than there was when I was growin' up.

[00:08:08] SL: Right. Right. Um—okay, so let's talk about the—

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

uh—um—the home that—that you grew up in. Um—I'm
assuming that it—um—with that size family was a fairly good-
size house.
Well [clears throat], my earliest memory—I can remember three
different houses . . .
Ah.

. . Uh—the earliest one I—I don't have much of a memory of. I
just—mostly people tellin' me I lived there.
Okay.
And then—uh—the next one was—uh—out in the country. We—
uh—I think my dad rented that house. And—uh—uh—we lived
there until I was about pushin' six, I guess, six years old.
Okay.
And then we moved into Camden and—uh—lived on North
Cleveland Avenue. Actually lived just—uh—two or three blocks

from David Pryor.
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[00:09:18] SL: So—um—were y'all in school together?

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Well—uh—David is several years . . .

Older?

. . . older than me.

Uh-huh.

Uh—I'm seventy-nine. I don't know how old David is right now.
He's eighty-three, I think . . .

Mh-hmm.

... I wanna say. I think that might be right. Um—well, do you
member much about him?

Oh, I do, yeah.

In the neighborhood.

Yeah.

Well, we can talk about David for a while if you want to. What's
your earliest memory of—uh—I—I call him DP.

Well, my earliest memory is when he was the publisher of —uh—
uh—I don't remember . ..

Ouachita Citizen?

Ouachita Citizen.

Uh-huh.

And—uh [SL laughs]—my father was, for a humber of years

under different prosecutors, was the deputy prosecutor for
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SL:

AS:

Ouachita County, and I remember one of David's articles wasn't
very flattering to my father, and . . .
Uh-oh.

. . uh—1I harbored some resentment—uh—uh—towards David
for several years, but got over it, and we got to be friends.

We're still friends today.

[00:10:25] SL: Um—so his father was the sheriff, though, right?

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Mh-hmm. I don't remember that, but I know he was.
Uh-huh. So his father and your father probably . . .
Mh-hmm.

. . worked together some.

Mh-hmm.

[00:10:38] SL: Um—well, so, really, the house on Cleveland is—is

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

where . . .
That's—that's most of my . . .
That's where your memories are.
. memory, yes.
Um—well, tell me about the house on Cleveland.
Well, it was a—a two-story house. Uh—didn't have air-
conditioning. Had a huge attic fan . . .
Mh-hmm.

. . . on the second floor, and—uh—I had a bedroom upstairs, and

10
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I could open the window, and it was—uh—constant wind comin
across it, you know, never—never missed air-conditioning.
Never thought about it. You know, if you don't have somethin’',
you don't . ..

SL: That's right.

AS: ... don't know what you're missing. Uh—it was a—I had a
bedroom, and then my two brothers—uh—uh—were together
across the hall from me upstairs.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

AS: And my mother and dad were downstairs, and—uh—my twin
sisters were downstairs. And my—my paternal grandmother was
downstairs. Oh—it was a big house.

[00:11:44] SL: So—um . ..

AS: It was an older house.

SL: Yeah. Well, those are magnificent . . .

AS: Mh-hmm.

SL: ... houses there onthat. ..

AS: Mh-hmm.

SL: ...street. I member—um—Susie Pryor's house.

AS: Mh-hmm.
SL:  Um—growing up. So—um—I wanna get back to the house, but

let's talk about your mom and dad for a little bit.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 11
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Mm-kay.

Um—what was it that your father—your father was a prosecutor?
He was a deputy prosecutor. He was an attorney and had a
private practice, and—um—uh—you know, I can remember
lawsuits that he would—uh—be involved with. I don't—nothin'in
particular stands out—um.

Uh-huh.

[00:12:31] AS: Um—I remember that Maude Crawford—when

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

[SL laughs] she disappeared, he was deputy prosecutor, and he
was involved in the—that investigation. And—uh—nobody would
talk much about that, including my father but—uh—um . . .

It is a fascinating story.

Oh, it—absolutely. Absolutely thereis. Uh . ..

I—you know, David's family's involved in it because Susie had a
kind of a standing appointment with her to go someplace. It was
like—di—didn't she come to the driveway and wait for Maude to
come out or something and . . .

You know [clears throat] I—I don't recall that, but—uh—uh—I
lived on Cleveland Avenue, and if you went—uh—down Cleveland
Avenue—it's either two or three blocks and turn right, I think
David Pryor's—uh—house would've been there, but if you went

down one block, and there was a corner grocery store there, and
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turned left, then Maude Crawford's house was—uh—about a
block up the street.

[00:13:42] SL: Wh—di—you know, let's just go ahead and talk about
that disappearance a little bit because—um—most people
probably don't know a whole lot about—about that. But. ..

AS: Well, she was an attorney.

SL:  Mh-hmm.

AS: And—uh—I don't know anything factually, I just know what the
stories were at the time. But—uh—the—uh—rumor, whether it
was true or not, was that she had drawn a will for a prominent,
wealthy citizen of Camden and—uh—uh—that that had
something allegedly to do with her disappearance and—uh . . .

SL: Some kind of a motive in there.

AS: ... Iassume, death.

SL: Right. 'Cause no one ever found out . . .

AS: No.

SL: ... what happened to her.

AS: Not for sure, no.

SL: She was just all of a sudden . . .

AS: There were a lot of . ..

SL: ...gone.
AS: ... lot of stories. She was buried under a grocery store parking
The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 13
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lot that they were building, and—uh—she was dumped in a well
somewhere—uh—uh—out in the country—uh. My brother,
Julian, who is—uh—an attorney and practiced law with my
father—uh—told me some of the stories—uh—but nobody

knows—uh—least to my knowledge, what actually happened.

[00:15:10] SL: Yeah, I've—I read a book on—on this.

AS: Mh-hmm.

SL: I forget who—what the lady's name was that wrote it, but—um—
it is—it's a great mystery.

AS: Was it Beth Brickell?

SL: Yes. Yeah.

AS: Mh-hmm.

SL: And I'm not sure how accurate hers . . .

AS: She—uh—she tried to interview my father . . .

SL: Uh-huh.

AS: ... and he wouldn't talk with her.

SL: Right.

AS: He just wouldn't talk about the case.

SL: Yeah, I think—uh—Barbara and David were the same way.

AS: Mh-hmm.

SL: They just avoided—um—that work.

AS: Mh-hmm.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 14
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

But still it—I've always been in—I've always thought that this is
a small-town [AS coughs], True Detective kind of thing.

Oh, absolutely.

You know.

Yeah. There was a lot of intrigue there.

[00:15:57] SL: Well, so—um—back to your—wh—what about your

AS:

SL:

AS:

mom? Um—uh—was she just—a—was she housewife? Did
she . ..
She was a housewife. She initially was a school teacher.

Mh-hmm.

Uh—as I said, she was from Texarkana. Her father was a—uh—

Alexander Graham Sanderson. Uh—that's Miller County, and I
think he was the sheriff of Miller County for a humber of years,
and—uh—uh—nhis brother was the sheriff—uh—in the
neighboring county, and I can't recall the name of that county.
And then her brother—uh—uh—Alex Sanderson was elected—
uh—chancery judge there and served for a number of years.
So—uh—[SL /aughs] uh—politics kinda in the family on both

sides. Uh—uh—my brother was a state representative, and—

uh—uh—I have—uh—three children who are attorneys. Uh—my

father was a lawyer, his father was a lawyer, and his father was

a lawyer. Uh—so my offspring that are lawyers are fifth-

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas
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generation Streett lawyers because it was all on the paternal

side.

[00:17:24] SL: Th—so they come by it honest. [Laughs]

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL;

AS:

Yeah.

Or I guess the acorn doesn't fall far from the tree.

I—my—my youngest son—uh—practices law with me in—uh—
uh—Russellville. He—uh—when he graduated from law school,
he—uh—he went to Vanderbilt Law School.

Mh-hmm.

And he worked for a law firm there for a number of years. I was
really initially disappointed—uh—with—uh—uh—three children
lawyers and—uh—I had a fairly successful practice [SL laughs]—
couldn't get any of 'em to come back with me.

They didn't wanna have anything to do with you.

No. Had no interest. They'd gotten out and seen the bright
lights and the big city and had no desire to come back to a small
town. My—uh—but—uh—after practicing law in the—in—uh—
Franklin, Tennessee—uh—for a number of years—uh—and he
was with a—uh—a very good personal-injury firm and—uh—uh—
was making what I considered a very good salary. He called me
up one day and said, "Dad, is that offer still open?" And I said,

"Yeah. Unfortunately, I don't think I could pay you—uh—what

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 16
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you're currently making." And I said, "You know, that's a—a
very good firm you're with, and you've been with 'em and
apparently doin' well there. Uh—I don't understand why you'd
wanna leave." And he said, "Well, I can tell you real quick." He
said—uh—"I work six days a week, sometimes seven. I go in

before daylight, and I get home after dark. And—uh—it's—uh—

it's just not what I am lookin' for."

[00:19:20] SL: That's not an atypical regimen for new hires—uh—

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

recently graduated students—uh—tryin' to get their foot in the
door.

Mh-hmm.

Um—and—uh—I can see—I—I mean, you probably had the s—
similar hours just in your firm as well to get it going, to get it
started.

Well, actually mine was a little different. Uh—when I moved to
Russellville—uh—I actually—when I graduated from law school, I
was a law clerk for Judge Paul Ward of the Arkansas Supreme
Court for a year.

Mh-hmm.

[End of verbatim transcription]

[00:19:58] AS: And I went to Camden and worked in my dad's office

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

for a couple of months and then moved to Russellville and just
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

hung out a shingle. So I've been workin' for myself for fifty-
some-odd years.

Were—did you . . .

I didn't go to work for another firm. I—actually, I think I called
on every law firm in Russellville tryin' to get a job, and there
were no openings. In fact, there was a elderly lawyer there, a
prominent lawyer, and he told me—he said, "You know, there's
no place for you in Russellville. You need to go back to Camden
and go to work for your father." And that didn't sit well with me,
and that's probably what made—put me over the hump in just
hangin' out a shingle and stayin' in Russellville.

You bowed up.

Yeah. I did.

Yeah. Well, that's what it takes to get somethin' started like
that. All right, so you—how long did you work with your father?
Oh, just a couple of months. I wasn't. ..

Just a couple of months.

It wasn't long at all.

[00:21:24] SL: Okay, well, let's go back to the home.

AS:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Okay.
And some of the activities around—first what—were you given

chores around the house?
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AS:

You know, not chores around the house, but I can distinctly
remember in the summer my father insisted that we all have
jobs. And so you know, we would go out and find a job for the
summer. But I remember—I guess I was probably a junior in
high school, and my next brother, Julian, was a senior, or maybe
he was a senior and I was a sophomore. But I member at
breakfast one morning my—we were out of school and my father
said, "Have you found a job yet?" We both said, "No, jobs are
just hard to find." And he said, "Well, you need to look." So
couple of days later, he said, "Have you found a job yet?" Said,
"No, we're lookin' hard." [SL laughs] He said, "Well," he said,
"Monday of next week, you need to have a job." [00:22:37]
And so that weekend he said, "Have you boys found a job?" and
we both said no, and he said, "Well, go down and buy you a pair
of work gloves. I've got a job for you. And Monday morning at
eight o'clock or whatever, report to the county road
department." And so I went down there and—my brother and I,
and we had our work gloves and boots. And we got on this big
truck with six or eight other workers. And they handed us a
Kaiser blade. I didn't know what a Kaiser blade was until they
handed me one. It was a long handle with a curve blade on the

end of it. And they drove us out in the country and stopped and
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SL:

AS:

let us off on either side of the road, and we took the Kaiser
blades, and we cleared off the saplings that had grown up in the
right of way. And if you know what a bar ditch is—it's where
they barred the dirt and it's filled up with water. If there were
saplings, you had to wade out there and . . .

Oh.

. . whack 'em off in the bar ditch. And the truck would pull on
up the road about a mile. And when we worked our way to the
truck, why, we took a ten-minute break, and it had a big barrel
of water on it, and we'd have a drink of water, and then the
truck would take off, and we'd go back in the [SL laughs]—I
never went another summer without findin' my own job. [SL

laughs]

[00:24:21] SL: That's a lesson. So as far as your pay goes on your

summer jobs—you know, some families—that income from the
children was kind of co-opted familywise. It helped support the

family. Were you taxed in any way on . . .

AS: No. No, we got to keep what we made but . . .

SL: Good.

AS: . . we didn't have an allowance.

SL: Right.

AS: You know, you had what you made. I had a—before that I had a
The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 20
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

paper route that I inherited from my brother and, you know,
made what I thought was really good money out of that. It—
lookin' back it really wasn't that much. [00:25:09] And funny
story—you collected—you had your book with the little . . .
Ledger?

Yeah, where you collected and turned the money in. And my
brother at the end of the week on a couple occasions offered to
take my route for me. And you know, who's gonna turn that
down?

Right.

I would do it every afternoon after school. It was a daily
newspaper. It was Camden News. And I discovered after the
second time he did that—he was collecting from the customers
and keeping the money. So [/laughs] I didn't accept any offers
of help from him after that.

That's funny. So. ..

[00:26:00] AS: ButI had some interesting jobs. We had a paper

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

mill . ..
Pine BIuff.
. in Camden.
Oh, was it in Camden?

It's since closed down. But I worked out there a couple of
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SL:

AS:

summers and—now that—you know, we were paid union wages,
so that was really a lot of money. And I know one summer we
unloaded boxcars that'd been sittin' out in the sun all day. And
that was really hard, hot work. And I remember one day we had
to unload a boxcar loaded with lime. And the dust—I just wore a
t-shirt, and the dust settled all over you. You look like you had
leprosy or something when we finished. [00:26:49] But the
next summer, I was a millwright assistant, and there wasn't
much to that job. I carried a wooden box around with all his
tools in it, and just basically that's all I did. I would hand him
his tools when he—whatever he called for. The only difficulty, it
was extremely hot in the paper mill. I mean, you could lose—if
you were overweight, you could lose some weight fairly quickly.
[00:27:23] And then I guess the last—I had—you mentioned
Pine BIuff.

Yeah.

When they built that mill—and I think this would've been in
either [19]57 or [19]58, I went up there and worked in
construction building the mill. And we worked six days a week
and worked—I dunno, it was over eight hours a day. And just
made more money than you could imagine for—more than I

could imagine at that time. And I thought—thought crossed my
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mind that "What do I wanna go to college for?" [SL laughs] You

know.

SL: Yeah.

AS: "This is a lot of money I'm making." But you know, the first
night we were there—there were a group of us from Camden
that went up to work. And we rented a house, and we all stayed
in that house. So the first afternoon or evening when we got off,
we all went out on the town and did what boys that age normally
would do. And probably imbibed a little alcohol and showed up
for work the next morning and—without much sleep, if any. And
then the next day we went out again.

SL: Uh-oh.

AS: But by the third day, we quit goin' out. [Laughs] It was
wearing.

SL: Too hard.

AS: Yeah, you just couldn't. ..

SL: Hard on yourself.

AS: ... just couldn't do it, you know, without sleep. [00:29:07] My
job was picking up my rocks or boulders out of a front end
loader [SL laughs] and—rocks about like that—pick it out of a
front-end loader and place it on a slope for drainage issues.

SL: Right.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

And it was hard work, but at that time I was eighteen years old
and had . . .

You could do it.

. . . played football and had boxed a little bit. I was in fairly

good shape. I could do it, but it was hard work.

[00:29:46] SL: What I remember about the paper mill is the smell.

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Oh. You know, growing up I never noticed the smell. It was
there, but you just got used to it. But when I went off to school
and then I would come back, I would gag. You know, it'sa. ..
It's really sweet, heavy smell, isn'tit? I...

It's a very strong smell. I don't know that I would call it sweet,
but I guess you could. But it's not something that most people
would enjoy.

[Laughs] 1 couldn't believe it the first time I went to Camden
and—seemed like it just stuck at the back of your throat. I
mean, it just coated—you know . . .

But if you were livin' there and growin' up with it, you really

didn't notice it.

[00:30:51] SL: Right. All right. Let's go back to the house. So you

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

didn't really have anything to do with—I mean, did you ever do
dishes or . ..

No. Ma—you know, mowed the lawn . . .
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Okay.

. . . that sort of thing, but not household chores, no.
Were there—so did you make your own bed?

After a fashion. [SL laughs] Can't really brag on it.
Wasn't military grade.

No.

Couldn't bounce a . . .

No.

[00:31:26] SL: So did your mom have help around the house?

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

She had an African American lady that would come in and help
with the household and the—my grandmother never gave any
problem as long as my mother was there, but I know that when
my mother would leave, my grandmother would order the
housekeeper around and have her down on her hands and knees
cleanin' under the bed and . . .

Right.

And the reason I know that is she would complain to my mother.
And it ...

Generational difference.

Yeah. And it made a difference. And it was hard on my mother.
And it was also hard on my dad to have my grandmother there.

I know after my mother passed away and then—my dad was in
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Camden by himself, and his health got to be not so good. And I
tried to get him to move in with my wife and I. And he said no.
He said, "I promised myself I would never do that." And I'm
sure that was his recalling the difficult situation that my
grandmother created in our household when I was growin' up.
[00:33:09] She was a kind of a domineering-type person, and
my mother had a very strong personality. So he would not—he
moved in with me for just a short period of time. I got him to
move to Russellville. And he moved in with me and—for several
months while I remodeled a little house, and then he moved in
that house until he couldn't stay by himself, and he came to me
one day and said, "Son, you need to put me in a nursing home
or—I'm not able to take care of myself any longer." And I said,
"Well, I'm not gonna put you in a nursing home. You'll move in
with us." And he absolutely refused to do it. Just wouldn't hear

of it.

[00:34:06] SL: That's unusual 'cause that's—I know my parents—

my mother died of cancer, so she never got to the age of nursing
home, but it's always traumatic. And it seems like everyone I
know that's had to go through this—it's really a moment in time
in your parents' or your grandparents' lives where they really

don't want to—ordinarily they really don't—they have this awful
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

fear of nursing-home facilities 'cause they're . . .

That's if . . .

That was one of the . . .

It's not a good place to live, I don't care how nice the nursing
home is.

Right.

But his was colored by the fact that he saw the turmoil having
his mother live with he and his wife. And he just made up his
mind that wasn't gonna happen. And he refused to come live
with us.

Well, that speaks to . . .

[00:35:09] AS: And we could've handled it because my mother-in-

SL:

AS:

law, my wife's mother, she moved in and lived with us. And you
know, it's—her mind—she was very sharp. She couldn't
physically get around that well, but sharp as a tack. But it still
put some restrictions on what you could do.

Well, sure. It's someone to care for. It's another family
member that needs attention. I think that speaks pretty well of
your father to spare—to be driven to spare his offspring that,
having experienced it himself. It's. ..

Well, you know, it's different because the situation with his

mother wasn't a good one. I mean, as far as her living in the
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household with my mother and father. But the situation with my
maternal—mother-in-law—other than it did create—you know,
make a little bit of difference in what you could do and that sort
of thing, there was never any rancor or anything. I mean, it—

we had a perfect relationship.

[00:36:36] SL: So did she kind of help around the house? Did she

AS:

SL:

AS:

do any cooking or. ..

You know, early on she—no, no cooking or anything, but before
she moved in with us, she did a lot of babysitting. Even at an
advanced age, you know. I can remember we went off
somewhere and were gone several days, and my wife called
home one day, and my daughter, I think it was Bridgette—she's
just younger than Stephanie—said, "Graham," I guess it was,
"has been sick, awful sick, and had to take him to the doctor,"
and my mother-in-law grabbed the phone and—I could hear her
first in the background. "Bridgette, that's not true. Don't be
sayin't that." [SL laughs] So and so, so and so. And but the
point I'm makin' is, even at an advanced age, she babysat and
did a good job because as many children as we had, you know,
that's . . .

It's a chore.

That would be a chore for a younger woman.
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SL:

AS:

Right.

But she did it.

[00:37:59] SL: What about the meals at the house? So I'm

AS:

assuming that your mom pretty much cooked all the meals.

She did, and you know, I didn't think much of it at the time, but
looking back, it was very regimented. We had meals at a certain
time, and you were seated at the table at that time or you didn't
eat. And at the table we didn't talk unless, basically, unless, you
know, we were asked something by our father or our mother.
And we didn't leave the table until we were excused. That was—
you know, when I would stay over with friends, I didn't
experience that in other households. And [/aughs] certainly that
hasn't been the experience in my household raising my children.

But it was probably a good experience. Worthwhile.

[00:39:13] SL: It's a formal—I mean, you know, the meal, especially

one that's prepared there at the home and—there is something
about the sustenance of—the emotional side of it and the family

side of it. It's the family gathering all together at once . . .

AS: Wehad. ..

SL: ... atthe table.

AS: . mostly family, you know, dishes out on the table, and you
would help yourself to whatever you wanted. But whatever you
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put on your plate, you didn't leave till you finished it, so . . .

SL: There you go.

AS: ... don't take more than you could eat.

[00:39:50] SL: What about grace? Was grace ever said at the
table?

AS: Oh, ev—yes. Every meal grace was said.

SL: So we're talkin' breakfast, lunch, and dinner.

AS: Yes. Didn't miss a time. And evening prayers—we would gather
at my father's bedside and kneel down and say our prayers at
night.

SL: That's remarkable. So was it—was the church Baptist church

or...
AS: Catholic.
SL: Catholic.

AS: As a matter of fact, my dad told me—Albert Fletcher was the
bishop at that time. And he was a classmate of my dad's. And
my dad told me that he almost became a priest along with
Bishop Fletcher, but fortunately changed his mind. Fortunately
for me. [Laughter]

[00:40:56] SL: Well, my wife is Catholic, and I go to her church.
But that's an interesting—gathering around the bedside and

having a kind of a communal prayer session, is that . . .
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AS:

SL:

AS:

That's when we were smaller and . . .
Right. Did your father always say the grace, or did it pass
around the table? Were you ever. ..

No, he said it. And he was a patriarch. He was in charge.

[00:41:36] SL: Did—so was it just every Sunday that you went to

services or did you—were you . . .

AS: Yeah, it was mostly Sunday.

SL: Were you a part of any of the church groups or . . .

AS: Well, I was an altar boy. I have a—you know, it was a very
small Catholic school I went to through the eighth grade.

SL: Okay.

AS: Just a few of us in the class. I member when I was in the
seventh grade, there was one boy in the eighth grade. There
was—we had a two-room schoolhouse with blackboard swingin'
doors in between and two nuns to teach us. But you're talkin'
bout did I do anything. They had a situation where the altar
boys—you know, girls didn't count back in that day for . . .

SL: Yeah.

AS: . in the church. But the boys were altar boys, and we would
polish the brass candlesticks and that sort of thing. And you got
points for how many times you served Mass or hours you spent
polishing and that sort of thing. And they kept a running tally.
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SL:

AS:

And at the end of the year, whoever had the highest point total
got an award, and a presentation was made in church on a
Sunday. And so they appointed the one eighth-grade boy to
count the points up. [Laughter] So—which I kinda took issue
with, but there wasn't anything I could do about it. So he tallied
'em up, and he said that he and I tied. And I thought, "Well,
we'll share this honor." But one of the nuns came to me and
said, "You know, he's gonna be graduating. You've got another
year. We're gonna go ahead and give the award to him." And I
thought, "Well, you know, that's not hardly fair," but I accepted
it. But then when we got to church on Sunday and they spent all
the time talking about what a wonderful job he had done and
how he was the high-point man, I secretly suspected that I was
probably high point and got counted out but [/laughs] . . .

Right.

You know. That's reminiscent of my later years as a prosecutor
when we had election fraud. But I didn't really think that, but it

did cross my mind.

[00:44:18] SL: So I'm tryin' to picture—what I see—altar children

AS:

'cause now there are girls that're in that flock. There's the
entrance, and they're carrying the cross and . . .

Oh yeah. You know, when my daughters were in grade school—
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

course they went to Catholic school. They weren't allowed to be
altar girls or—and my daughters are fairly outspoken.
[Laughter] Where do they get that?

And my daughter Mary—and we had lay teachers for 'em, you
know, there. And this elderly gentleman was one, and he was
very strict, and he was quick to tell 'em that, you know, girls had
no right to—I think he was asked about why they didn't have
girls serving on the altar, and I guess God didn't want that.
Uh-oh.

And my daughter Mary I recall having reported to me that she
got up and marched out of the class she was so incensed. But
times have changed, and if you go to Mass now, you see as
many girls and sometimes more than boys serving on the altar.
And I think the church will probably continue to evolve and

maybe someday have women as priests.

[00:46:02] SL: Right. So there's—I know there's the entrance and

there's the exit at the beginning and the end of the service, and

then there's the Mass, and the altar personnel help with the . ..

AS: Water and wine and . . .

SL: Water. ..

AS: ...hostand. ..

SL: Right. Right. And then they stand by when it's over and the
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priest is packing everything up, and they take it down off the
stage and set it aside and I—and then I think either the deacon

or an assistant preach kind of finish cleaning that up. Is. ..

[00:46:43] AS: Well, in the—in our church, it's a little smaller than,

SL:

AS:

say, it would be in Little Rock or Fayetteville. We didn't have
active deacons or an associate pastor, so the one priest did it all
and the—but when you come into Mass when it's beginning,
why, you have a sort of procession and one of the altar boys or
girls will carry the cross followed by a couple of more of the—
then when the collection is taken up, they bring out the basket
with the collection and also the water and wine and host, and
the altar personnel—it's hard for me to keep from sayin' altar
boys . . .
I know. I know.

. . would come down and stand on either side of Father, and he
would take it from the parishioners who brought it up and parcel
it out to the altar girls or altar boys, and they would take it and

put it where it belonged. But it's certainly come a long way.

[00:48:01] SL: So did y'all have an organ in the church?

AS: Oh, yes.

SL: And it was always deployed for the hymns . . .

AS: Mh-hmm.
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SL:

AS:

. . and responses. We've been—on weekends, we're over in
the Flippin-Cotter area, and the first time we went to the service
in Flippin, no one was there to play the organ. There was not a
guitar player or anything, and so all that stuff was acapella. And
the congregation knew—it was just remarkable how unusual it
was to have an entire congregation doing acapella work for the
service. I...

Well, that happens in our church on occasion, particularly on a
holy day or something where you have a Mass, say, at noon or
at eight thirty in the morning, you don't always have a piano or

organ or choir, and so it's the same situation.

[00:49:10] SL: Yeah, I think that's a—it's—it was a wonderful

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

experience for me to just hear how pure all that was, you know.
And some of it's out of key and you know, but—anyway, I went
to a Catholic kindergarten, and I remember the nuns teaching.
Was there any disciplinary stuff?

Oh. [Laughs] Oh, they were very strict.

Yes. [Laughs]

When I was growin' up. I remember gettin' whacked on my—
with a ruler on its edge.

Yes.

On my knuckles.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Yes. Yeah.

And I'm sure I deserved it. Didn't hurt me any.

No. No. But they were to be reckoned with. That—greatest
respect at all times. Yeah. [00:49:58] So let me think about—
what about—so you didn't have air conditioning at first.

No.

Did you ever have air conditioning?

You know, after I had left home, I think my older brothers
purchased a couple of window units for the bedroom and the
living room. And it was kinda funny. My dad didn't want it. But
once he got used to it, why, he wouldn't do without it.

That's right. And that's kind of the way our house was. Window
unit here all in the . ..

We had ceiling fans all a—all in the house.

Right. Yeah. That's what we did, too. And it is an amazing the
draft that it creates, how it sucks the air into the house out.
[00:50:47] What about—had refrigerator?

Mh-hmm.

I can kinda still remember milk being delivered.

Oh yeah, we had . . .

To the front porch.

. . we got—we had six quarts a day, and on Saturday we had
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twelve quarts . . .

SL:  Wow.

AS: . in a wire basket, glass bottles with the cream on top.

SL:  Yep.

AS: I can remember my dad would pour the cream off for himself
[SL laughs] for his cereal. We drank a lot of milk. And ate what
today would be considered probably not a healthy meal, but we
had lots of bacon and eggs every day. My wife's a dietician, so I
know about . . .

SL: We—same here.

AS: Yeah.

SL: Yeah, we had the same thing goin'. Mom always had a cake on
the stovetop. Every day there was pan cake that we could cut
up. [00:51:57] So you did ha—y—Camden was far enough
along the streets were basically all paved.

AS: Yes.

SL: And sidewalks in place, I would assume. What about . . .

AS: ButI can remember—I mean, it was early on, but I can
remember the ice wagon coming by, and you said everybody
had a refrigerator, but not ev—we did. But not everybody did.
And the wagon would come along with ice blocks, and he would
get out and take . . .
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Tongs.

. . . take it up to the house.

Yep.

And I can remember—we never had a car that I remember that
had a crank. But I can remember some of the crank
automobiles in town.

Almost wagon-wheeled automobiles. [00:52:53] So what about
musical instruments in the house? Were there any pianos or . ..
You know, there was a piano, and my grandmother was a very
good pianist, and she was always tryin' to get the girls to—my
two sisters to get interested in the piano, but to the best of my

recollection, nobody ever took it up.

[00:53:22] SL: Right. So but she would play the piano for you.

And . ..

AS: Well, not for us, but . ..

SL: For herself or. ..

AS: For herself, mostly, yeah.

SL: Yeah. So were there—was it secular music, or did it come from
the hymnals, or do you remember?

AS: Probably secular. It—but I just, you know, I wasn't any judge of
what's good or bad, but I member being told that she was very
good.
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SL: Well, I know some of the folks I've interviewed that the family
would actually gather around the piano, and they would . . .

AS: We never did that.

SL: ... do hymns or Christmas songs or—but what about radio?

[00:54:14] AS: We had radios. You know, there wasn't any TV.

SL: So were there programs that you remember?

AS: I remember hearing boxing matches on the radio. I know
eventually there was a store downtown that—electronics and
radios and what have you, and there was a neighbor that owned
the store several blocks away, and he had a first TV in town. He
had a real tall tower with an antenna on top of it, and we would
sneak down to his house and window peep at his TV. And you
know, looking back, it was mostly just snow but [/aughs] . . .

SL: Right.

AS: ... but couldn't believe it. It was amazing.

[00:55:08] SL: So I remember listening to fights, myself. And my
dad would give me his wristwatch, and I would actually time the
bells.

AS: Really.

SL: To make sure that they—you know, the round came at the right
time. So you don't remember any of the serial programs? You

know . . .
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AS:

SL:

AS:

No, quite honestly, I'm sure they were there. Well, I do. I
remember The Shadow.

Shadow knows.

Yeah. But I didn't listen other than a boxing match or
something. And The Shadow. I would always listen to The

Shadow, but I didn't spend a lot of time with the radio.

[00:55:56] SL: Now some radios were also had turntables in them

AS:

[00:56:19] SL: Okay, so let's talk about TV, when TV hit the house.
AS:
SL:
AS:

SL:

AS:

for records. Do you member vinyl records ever being a part of
the home or. ..
You know, it seems like it might have been, but I don't have a

specific recollection of that.

Well, that was much, much later. And the . ..

You maybe were out of the house by then.

Yeah. I basically was.

So it—your home where you were. Okay, well, what about the

neighborhood kids and your friends? What . . .

Well, you know, we would go out at night, and the parents never

worried about us. You know, we were told what time to be
home. But neighborhood kids would play kick the can and
various things. The only time you had anything to worry about

was on Halloween. And there was a group of older boys that
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

would terrorize the youngsters out doing trick or treating. And
the boys, they would grab 'em and take their pants off and . . .
Oh my gosh.

. . . send 'em scurryin'. I never got caught, so I didn't suffer
that indignity but . . .

They chased the kids.

Oh yeah. Yeah.

[00:57:46] SL: [Laughs] That's funny that—did they mess with your

candy? Did they steal your candy?

AS: Oh, well, yeah, they took your candy, but the [SL laughs]—what
I remember most was the removin' your trousers, you know.
That was . . .

SL: Thatwas...

AS: ... humiliating.

SL: That was their big fun, yeah. That's interesting. [00:58:06]
What about neighborhood touch football or basketball or . . .

AS: You know, we didn't do too much of that in the neighborhood.
In school I played football, and my coordination wasn't that
good. I didn't play basketball. I ran track, but I was slow. The
only reason I ran track is if you played football, you had to run
track.

SL: Yeah. Off season. Yeah.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Yeah.

You were on the track team. So. ..

I enjoyed football, though.

When did—did you start in junior high school?

Well, I—you member I went through the eighth grade in Catholic
school. Ithad no. ..

And they didn't have a team.

No. No sports, so . ..

Very small school.

. . . the ninth grade was the first time, and I was pretty much
behind everybody else, so.

Right.

[00:59:05] AS: ButI started to—I was pretty big for my size, which

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

wouldn't be big at all today. [SL laughs] When I was a senior in
high school, I played tackle, and I weighed 175 pounds, which
was—you know, there were a few that weighed more than me,
but we didn't have weight rooms or anything like that then.
Right.

So the guys didn't develop like they do today.

Yeah, I was—by my senior year, I was strong side guard at 163
pounds. [Laughs] You know. A little bit lighter . . .

Yeah.
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SL:

AS:

SL;

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

. . . than the guy next to me, but yeah. And I think—do you
think that was Razorback radio broadcast of football games that
spurred the interest in football across the state?

You know, I'm not sure, and where I grew up if you were a boy,
you know, most of 'em, if they could, were gonna play football.
I know it's—I can member the way they did it then would be
unheard of today, but they didn't let you dr—have any water.
That's right.

And they gave you salt pills.

Yep.

And if it had rained the day before, at one end of the practice
field there might be some . . .

Water standing.

. . . dirty rainwater down there, and if you got a chance, you [SL

laughs] fell down and drank that.

[01:00:49] SL: Yeah, they were—and they were brutal practices as

AS:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

well.

Oh, absolutely. Yeah. And pretty strict. I rememberI gotin a
fight with one of the other players, and the discipline—coach
took a board and spanked me with a board, which at the time I
thought was pretty bad, but . . .

Well, that kind of punishment was acceptable.
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AS:

SL:

Yeah, it was.

Back then. Also fighting was kind of a thing, too. Now my older
brothers, they liked to fight. [AS laughs] Friends fought, you
know, and it'd be a knock-down-drag-out, and then after it was

over with, everything was fine.

[01:01:43] AS: Well, I guess I had a temper growing up. And I was

SL:

AS:

SL:

expelled from school a number of times for fighting and I—my
dad would always have to go with me to get me back—admitted
back into school. And I remember one time the superintendent
called me in, a older gentleman, and he said, "I've been teacher
or principal, what have you, for however many years," and he
said, "I have expelled you from school [SL /laughs] more than
anybody in my career. What is your problem?" And I think I
told him I didn't—I really didn't know. But in my mind, I thought
he was my problem. [Laughter] But . ..

That is kind of a dubious honor.

Yeah.

Rank.

[01:02:46] AS: I know another time I got in a fight—you member

the desk, those heavy wooden single desks that—with the wrap

around . . .
SL:  Yep.
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AS: You know how heavy they were. [SL laughs] The punishment
that time wasn't a whipping. He had me pick up a desk, and I
ran a 440 with it. [Laughs]

SL:  Whoa.

AS: Isayran. I made it around carryin'it. Butitwasa. ..

SL: Four hundred and forty yards. Heavy desk. I g—I don't think I
could've done that. I would've had to set it down. [AS laughs]
Rest and—well, so . . .

[01:03:30] AS: And I boxed.

SL: Now that's interesting.

AS: My dad started the Boys Club in Camden.

SL: Okay.

AS: And hired a boxing coach, and so he took all of us down and
enlisted us, and I was the only one that stayed. I never was a
very good boxer because I didn't have the coordination, but I

could take a lick, and . . .

SL: Respond.
AS: ...and]I could punch.
SL: Yeah.

AS: And so I won my share. But the very first bout—I don't know if
you're familiar with boxing and—but you have a novice and a

open division, and open is—means you've won, you know, one of
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the earlier classifications. But my—and you didn't necessarily
match up in age, it was weight.

SL: Right.

AS: So you could be fighting somebody much older than you but the
same weight. And so the first match, he put me in with an
open—Golden Glove champion. And we met in the middle of the
ring, and he pummeled me to the corner [laughs] and down, and
the coach had to throw the . . .

SL: Towel in.

AS: . ..towelin. And I asked him afterwards, "Why in the world did
you match me up with somebody like that?" And he said, "Well,
honestly, I thought you could take it." [Laughs] [01:05:01]

But I fought after that. I—the last time I fought was when I was
a senior in high school, and I hadn't fought in several years. But
the coach—boxing instructor of the Boys Club came to me and a
friend of mine who was—he'd never boxed period, but he was a
quarterback on the football team and very muscular. And said if
we would—he said he didn't have any light heavies, and that was
up to 175 pounds, and that was, you know, my weight and my
friend's weight. And he said, "If—we're goin' to the Golden
Gloves. And if y'all wanna go and box in the light-heavy

division, I'll get you out of school and give you a little walkin'-
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around money."

SL:  Wow.

AS: And we thought that was great so—and we thought we were in
terrific shape 'cause we'd just finished football. But if you've
ever boxed, being in shape for football isn't necessarily being in
shape to box. And so there I was. I was about six two and
skinny as a rail. And I got in the ring, and my opponent was
much shorter and muscular and bald headed. Considerably older
than me. But I held my own with him first round and really
bloodied him up pretty good. But by the second round, I
couldn't hold my hands up. And they called it a technical
knockout. And so my friend—I told him—I said—his bout was
after mine. I said, "You know, you're not in any better shape
than I am. You better get in there and knock him out in the first
round." So he just stood toe to toe and traded blows, and he
lasted all three rounds. And so in the finals, it was the guy he
fought and the guy I fought, and I really don't remember which
one of 'em won it. But that was my last experience with boxing.

[01:07:33] SL: I—you know, I don't remember boxing being a thing
up here at the Boys Club.

AS: It wasn't a thing at Camden, but my dad just kinda pushed us

into it. And he made arrangements to hire a boxing coach and—
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but I know—I was boxing with this, just in the gym, with this
fella that was shorter than me but a very competent boxer, and
as a matter of fact, he went on to win the Golden Gloves and the
Midsouth and everything else in his weight. But I remember he
hit me and knocked my mouthpiece out. Instead of stoppin' the
fight and lettin' me get my mouthpiece, we kept on, and next
thing I knew, he'd chipped all my teeth across there [laughs]
when I bit down. But it was a good experience. Didn't hurt me

at all.

[01:08:43] SL: So the thing about height difference—that equates to

reach difference doesn't it? I mean, if you're shorter, your

reach . ..

AS: Yeah, I had the reach on this fellow I was tellin' you about. But
he was older and probably in better boxing condition than I was.
But . ..

SL: Yeah, you don't think in terms of what it takes to keep your
gloves up.

AS: Yeah, you really don't. I mean, I never thought about that, but
that . . .

SL: Right.

AS: You literally—if you punch yourself out, it's hard to even hold
your arms up.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Yeah, I—you know, the first thought would be it's your legs. You
gotta have [slaps legs]—gotta keep moving . . .

Yeah.

... and shifting . . .

It's. ..

. . . your weight and all of that, but it's really . . .

It's your arms.

It's your arms, isn't it?

Mh-hmm.

Well, I wonder if your dad's interest in the boxing led to your
affinity to fight and . . .

[Laughs] Oh, I don't know. I don't know. I think I just had a
short fuse. I don't know why. [SL laughs] But I did, and seems
like I was all—from grade school on I was always in some kind of

tussle.

[01:10:14] SL: So how many kids were in the student population at

the Catholic church?

AS: Well, the situation I was tellin' you about—in the eighth grade
there was one, and in the seventh grade there was probably four
or five. Then you just trickle it on down. And two nunsto. ..

SL: Teach 'em all.

AS: ... teach the whole group. Yeah.
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SL: So you're probably talkin' less than, what, fifty kids?
AS: Oh, much less than fifty, yeah. Probably . ..

SL: For the whole . ..

AS: ... less than twenty.
SL: Really.
AS: Sovyou...

SL: That's pretty good . . .

AS: ... you got a lot of attention.

SL: Yeah, I was thinking. I mean, that's better than public schools
as far as teacher-to-student ratios.

AS: ButI member askin' my parents to let me transfer because I
wanted to do sports and everything else, which, you know, we
just didn't have in Catholic school. And no, I stayed there
through the eighth grade.

SL: So was your mom Catholic, too?

AS: She was a convert. She didn't grow up Catholic, but when she
married my dad, she became a Catholic.

[01:11:33] SL: So I guess—were your grades good?

AS: No. I wasn't a good student. My two older brothers were just
straight-A students. My oldest brother graduated. He didn't go
to school his senior year. He was just straight A and probably

the smartest person I've ever known. And then my next
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brother—he was—I wouldn't classify him as being as smart as
my oldest brother, but he was a straight-A student. And I was
lucky to—I just didn't apply, and I made Bs and Cs and can't

recall any As. Occasional D, and I remember one F.

SL: Uh-oh.

AS: And...

SL: That's always trouble.

AS: That wasn't good. And you know, the silly thing about it was—
this is in high school. It was in algebra. And math was always
my easiest subject, but if you don't do your homework and don't
pay attention and don't pick it up, it's—it can be a problem.
[01:13:09] Same thing happened to me when I went to college.
My mother wouldn't let me go to the university the first year.
She sent me to Henderson.

SL: Okay.

AS: And I made good grades at Henderson.

SL: Right.

AS: I say good grades. I made Bs and Cs and a few As. No Ds or
Fs. And so she let me transfer, which it turns out was a mistake.
'Cause I never made a—I pledged a fraternity and—pledged two
semesters and never made a 2.0. And again, I failed a
bookkeeping course, which I thought was easy. In fact, I would
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SL:
AS:
SL:

[01:14:34] AS:

SL:
AS:
SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

help some of the athletes in the house that didn't have a clue,
you know, with their lessons. But we graded on a curve, and I
had a lot of football players in my class. And surprisingly
enough, they all made Bs. And so if you were on the border or
on the back side, you got pushed down. That, I don't think,
happens anymore, but it . ..

Right.

. . . did back then.

So you're talking here at the university.

year at Fayetteville, I dropped out of school and joined the
army.

Wow. What year is that?

That would've been in [19]59, I guess.

So where were you stationed?

Well, I did basic in Fort Bliss, Texas. And then I did the next
eight weeks at Fort Carson. And then I went to Alaska, and I
was detached to the air force, and . . .

That's where my brother was.

... and I was on Fire Island right out of Cook Inlet from, you
know, the beginning of the Aleutian chains there. But. ..

Next to Russia?
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Hmm?

Next to Russia.

Yeah.

Yeah.

As Sarah Palin would say, we could see Russia.

Russia from here. Yeah. Yeah. [Laughs]

[01:15:38] AS: But my history followed me. I was a missile monitor.

In other words, I would look at a screen and monitor and be
lookin' for missiles or submarines or whatever. And you wore a
headset with a long cord. And had this sergeant—bear in mind,
now, I didn't go in as an officer. I was a PFC, E-1. And he came
walkin' behind us, and he tripped over my cord and fell, and he

thought I tripped him on purpose.

SL: Uh-oh.

AS: Which I honestly didn't. And he was a career sergeant, had
what I would refer to as a beer belly.

SL: Right.

AS: And I was young and lean and in good physical condition. And
he said—he was really mad, and he was embarrassed, and he
got up, and he said, "I oughta take off this blouse and take you
outside and whip your whatever." And I said, "Well, why don't
you do that?" And of course, he had enough sense not to. Not
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that maybe he didn't think he could whip me, but he knew it
wouldn't be good for him so . ..

SL: Right.

AS: The alternative was he went in and reported me. And so second
lieutenant called me in, and he said, "Gonna have to give you an
Article 15."

SL: Uh-oh.

AS: That's a minor—the least punishment, you know, you can get
short of a court martial. And I said, "You know, I didn't really do
anything wrong, and I'm not gonna accept it." And I knew a
little bit about the situation on the Article 15, at least at that
time, and it's probably still true. You don't have to accept it. If
you don't accept it, then you move to a court martial. And he
said, "You mean, you—if you don't accept an Article 15, you're
gonna have a court martial." And I said, "Well, I'm not gonna
accept it. I wasn't at fault." And he said, "Well, you're about
due to rotate off this island. Court martial you—we've gotta
send you back to the mainland, and you probably won't get back
to the States real quick." I said, "Well, whatever. I'm not
accepting it." [01:18:22] And so the next I got was a first
lieutenant came in, and the second lieutenant had gotten kinda

hot under the collar and—but this next guy was really very
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SL:

AS:

SL:

polished and, you know, gum, cigarette, that sort of thing. And
he went on, and I told him, no, I just wasn't gonna accept it.
And he went through the same thing, and he said, "Well, you
know, you'll have to go to the mainland," and I said, "Yeah." He
said, "Well, the commander'll have to go, too." I said, "Well,

whatever." Well, it turned out they didn't pursue a court martial
because—not that they wouldn't have, but the commander would
have to go to mainland, and he was due to rotate, and he didn't

wanna wait around . . .

He didn't wanna mess with it.

. .. on some PFC.

Right.

[01:19:18] AS: Sothey. ..

SL:

AS:

They just dropped it.

They dropped it. But it was kinda funny and—when I got to the
first lieutenant, he said, "You know, we get this behind you," he
said, "you look like officer material to me. We can send you to
0CS." And he said, "I would recommend it." And I said, "Well,
that sounds interesting." I said, "You know, if I don't have to
extend my time, I'll do that." He said, "Well, of course you'd
have to extend your time." And I said, "Well, I'm not interested

in it." And it was kind of an odd thing. When I got ready to go
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to the army, I went down to see about, you know, gettin'
drafted, what my number was. And I wasn't close to bein'
drafted, but the rudi—recruiter told me—said there was an
obscure army regulation where you can volunteer for the draft.
And back in those days, if you enlisted, your—had an RA in front
of your serial number. If you were drafted, you had a US in
front of your serial number. And he said, "You can volunteer for
the draft, and you'll be RA18577300." I can remember my serial
number. So that's what I did, and another friend of mine went
in with me. And it was kinda funny. Every time I changed
locations, I would get hung up because they would see my time
was two years but with an RA serial nhumber, and nobody'd ever
heard of that. So I'd spend an extra week waitin' around while

they tried to figure out what was goin' on.

[01:21:09] SL: So the—you think the recruiter—I mean, did he know

that would ca . ..

AS: Oh, I don't know. He was bein' nice. He was tryin' to be . ..

SL: Yeah.

AS: ... helpful to me to point that out.

SL: Kind of elevate your standing a little bit 'cause you volunteered.
So did you ever consider going another round, or you just did
that. . .
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Oh, absolutely not.

Right.

I was a square peg in a round hole. I didn't—and they told me,
said, "You'll never get a promotion while you're here." And sure
enough, I didn't, but soon as I got back to the States, I went to
an E-4, specialist fourth class. But no, I never for a minute
considered. In fact, the two years I spent in the army, while it
wasn't really that enjoyable, it was probably the most productive
two years I ever spent because when I got back in school, not
that I just tore the books up, but I applied myself enough so that
I didn't have a problem makin' grade point.

It makes me think two things. First of all the discipline that you
were subjected to in the armed forces, and then you could see
that, you know, good grades would be an easier path for you. I
always told my children As equal dollars. So what did you—I—

do—what were your interests growing up?

[01:22:56] AS: You know, at—when I was younger, my dad was—

loved to hunt and fish, and he would always take me huntin' and
fishin'. And so oddly enough, or maybe not so odd, my—at that

point in life, I wanted to be a game warden.

SL: Kay.
AS: That just seemed like a fascinating thing to me.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Yeah.

And I didn't so much lose my love of the outdoors, but as I got
older, I looked at what game wardens made. [Laughs]

Yeah.

And . ..

Yeah.

And so I dropped the idea of a game warden and . . .

Right.

. . . and decided I would try to get in law school and go back and
practice law with my father and brother. I did get in law school.
As I mentioned earlier, I wound up comin' to Russellville rather

than goin' back there.

[01:24:01] SL: So w—my dad was a fisherman and so . . .

AS: Oh, I spent many an hour sittin' in the front of the boat
sculling . . .
SL:  Yep.
AS: ... paddling my dad around. And. ..
SL: Yeah.
AS: ... he was a fly fisherman.
SL: Yep. Mine, too.
AS: And I'm talkin' several hours, you know.
SL: Yeah.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

And then about fifteen minutes fore it was time to go in, he'd
say, "Son, don't you wanna fish?" [SL laughs] And he'd set up
there and scull me around, and I would fly fish and, you know,
catch—highlight of my life.
Yeah.
But that was the height—those were some of the best times I
can remember. My dad would take a little ice chest, and he
would have potted meat . . .
Yep.

. . sardines . . .
Sardines. In mustard sauce?

. . some [SL laughs] . ..
That's what we did. Mustard sauce.

. . cheddar cheese and crackers.
Yep.
And a lemon to squeeze on the sardines. And a lotta people
would turn their nose up, but my dad liked that, so I liked it.

And . ..

[01:25:11] SL: I liked it, too. Yeah.

AS:

SL:

So...
So Dad was more—every hour we would trade positions, you

know, and the rod was always at the head of the boat. But we
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also fished in tubes. Did you ever do in the tubes with the seats,

the . ..

AS: No.

SL: The—that was great. That was great 'cause you're really kinda
movin' with the water.

AS: Well, did you do that in a lake or a stream or . ..

SL: No, stream. It was always live water. Dad never liked the

lakes. He—first of all, he was not a good swimmer. And so the
rivers—it was always what he called live water. But he fished to

put protein on the table. I mean, we'd bring the fish home.

[01:26:10] AS: Oh, we always brought the fish home.

SL: Yeah.

AS: And my dad would cook 'em up. He had a, you know, a little
butane tank and a cooker and—or flame and then a cast-iron
skillet. And . ..

SL: Right.

AS: ... he had a trailer up on White Oak Lake and had well water.

And he would, after we had the fish fry—he'd fry up the fish and
fry potatoes. And then he'd use like a coffee filter. I think it
was probably just a paper towel, but he would pour the oil back
up. He'd let it set till most of the cornmeal would settle in the

bottom, and then he would carefully pour it up in a gallon jug
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and stick it in the well house, and we'd use it again.

SL: Well, yeah.

AS: Use it several times, yeah.

SL: We would keep—we had a cabin on the Illinois River, and we
would keep everything we caught. If it was bream this big, we
kept it, and then we'd—we use that small stuff to bait the . . .

AS: Trot lines.

SL: ... trop lines and that—trot lines, yeah. And then we'd go out
about ten o'clock at night and run those lines and, at the same
time, frog gig. So we were harvesting . . .

AS: Yeah, I did a lot of frog gigging . . .

SL: ... all the time.

AS: ... growin' up. Did you use the clamp type or the prongs?
SL: Prongs.

AS: Prongs.

SL: Forks.

AS: That's what I used.
SL: Yeah. And the strong beam, the flashlight.
[01:27:55] AS: You know, the most frogs I ever got was when I was

in college here in Fayetteville and we went out on War Eagle

Creek . ..
SL: Yeah.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

. . and you just—I mean, you could—if you were willin' to stay
there all night, you could literally fill the boat full of frogs. There
were that many. I've never seen that many since then.

It's interesting drama out there in the dark doin' that.
[01:28:29] Yeah, the—what about the hunting?

Well, my dad was a big deer hunter.

Okay.

And but he wouldn't—you had to be fourteen before he would let
you carry a gun.

Kay.

I went with him prior to that, but it's without a gun. I was just
kind of a spectator. I can remember one December. It was
cold, and I was sittin' on a stump by myself. This is one of the
first times I'd been allowed—this was down in Ouachita County.
Kay.

And I saw outta the corner of my eye something move, and I
looked. And it looked like something out of a zoo or a circus. It
was a mountain lion.

Oh.

And comin' up there. And it never saw me, and I watched it
come all the way up the draw and disappear. Only one I've ever

seen in the wild.
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SL:

You must've been downwind from him.

[01:29:33] AS: [Laughs] Yeah, I was. I was. It was a—but no, I

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

hunted with him every year. And they wouldn't let you out of
school to deer hunt, so he'd just take me anyway. [SL laughs]
And he'd have to go with me to get me back in school. ButI
remember him tellin'—you know, in front of me—the principal.
He said, "You know, the time he spends with me in a deer camp
is probably better spent than a day or two in school." You know.
What'd the administrator have to say . . .

I don't think . ..

. . . about that?

. .. I don't think the principals ever agreed with him, but . . .
Right.

. . . he felt that way.

Right. So it'd be overnight stuff.

[01:30:27] AS: Yeah. He had—at this one deer camp, he had a

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

cabin that—a shack, I called it. It wasn't as big as this room.
But he had two bunk beds on either side of it.

Roof over the head.

And he had a charcoal bucket with a ceramic lining in it, and that
was heat to—he would light that up, and he would take that with

him on his deer stand and put it between his feet to stay warm.
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He didn't give me a bucket. [Laughter]

[01:31:06] SL: So was he up in the tree or . ..

AS:
SL:

AS:

SL:
AS:
SL:

AS:

SL:
AS:

[01:31:42] SL:

AS:

SL:
AS:
SL:

AS:

No. No. ..

. . . down on the ground.

. . . there—it was on the ground. It was a—he was one of the
first hunters down there to use a rifle to hunt with. He was a
very good shot.

Instead of . ..

Instead of a shotgun.

Ah. Okay.

Most everybody hunted with a shotgun, but he was—course
today most everybody hunts with a rifle but . . .

Right.

. . . he was first one in that area to startin' usin' a rifle.

in Camden—there were two movie theaters?

Yeah. I can remember definitely two. There may have been at
one time a third one, but I can remember two.

So was that a part of your childhood?

Oh yeah.

Did you go to movies?

Yeah. I went to—spent a lot of time in the movies.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

So...

Ten cents, twelve cents admission to get in.

Right.

And . ..

Would you stay longer than the single feature? Would . . .

I, you know, I wouldn't stay around to watch a repeat but saw a

lot of cowboy movies.

[01:32:34] SL: Right. Do you member any war trailers?

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Any what?

News from the front or, you know, occasionally there'd be
newsreels.

Oh, yes, yes, yes, yes.

Yeah.

Yeah, I—they always had newsreels before the movie started.

And . ..

[01:32:59] SL: What about—were the—was there a balcony?

AS: There was.

SL: And was that segregated for the African Americans to sit?

AS: It was. And they. ..

SL: That's interesting, isn't it?

AS: Same everywhere, I guess.

SL: It was, yeah. Yeah. And I remember people could smoke in the
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

theaters.

Well, I never smoked, so I don't know whether you could or not.
[01:33:24] But speaking of African Americans, we had a
segregated school. And so the only African American I really
ever knew was the . ..

The help.

. . . housekeeper.

Domestic help.

But I remember one summer I was working in the Camark
Pottery in Camden.

Yep.

They were tearin' down the—whatIca. ..

Kiln.

Yeah. And so we had a long ladder up to the top of it and then a
2x12 board laid across it. And I was on one end of it, and this
African American boy my age was on the other end. And we had
brick hammers, and we were knockin' the brick loose and just
takin' it down. And we had a chute built that you'd take the
brick, drop it in the chute, and it would go to the bottom in a
pickup. And course it had a lot of mortar on it.

Right.

[01:34:25] AS: By the time it went down this chute and hit the base

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas
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of the truck, it was pretty well cleaned. So I was talkin' to this
fella, and I said, "What are you gonna do when you graduate?
Are you goin' to college?" And he said, "No." I said, "What are
you gonna do?" He said, "I'm goin' up north." I said, "Well, why
don't you stay here?" And he looked at me like I was crazy. He
said, "And do what?" I said, "Get a job." He said, "Not any jobs
for me here." I'd never thought about it. But he was right. And
he had to leave and go somewhere else to get a decent-paying

job.

[01:35:19] SL: So they had their own community out . . .

AS: Yeah. They did. And lookin' back—really kinda tragic—you could
drive down through their community, and a lot of these shacks
you could almost, if you was standin' in the middle, look—see
daylight anywhere around. And I know this sounds racist to say
it, but on most of 'em you had a TV antenna on top of it.

SL: Right.

AS: And a lot of times a used Cadillac parked out front. But you
don't see that anymore. At least I don't.

SL: No, it's different time now. But that was pretty much a . ..

AS: I mean.

SL: ...common arrangement.

AS: But it just—they were, you know, a population, large population,

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 67

Arkansas Memories Project, Alex G. Streett Interview, August 24, 2018
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php



https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php

and not much employment availability for 'em. So.

[01:36:28] SL: Did they have their own football team?

AS: Yeah. They had their own football team and own band, and I
would sometimes go to some of their games.

SL: There you go.

AS: It was entertaining. Their band was really entertaining.

SL: Right. And they were probably great . . .

AS: They'd make our band look like a stick in the mud.

SL: Well...

AS: They would do all these gyrations. Itwasa. ..

SL: Kinda like the LSU band.

AS: Yeah.

SL: How they put on a big show. [01:37:02] You know, athletics—
athletic, though, they—I know the athletes would go to see each
other's games, you know, because they were interested in the
sport and the ability of—I mean, the—football was . . .

AS: King.

SL: . the . ..

AS: Yeah.

SL: ... spectator sport. And there were so many things around it
that—you know, the cheerleaders, the pom squad, the marching
band . . .
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AS:

SL:

Yeah.

... you know, the . ..

[01:37:35] AS: Waell, lookin' back . . .

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

...homema...

. . . you know, at the time—my kids would just drop their eye to
you if they could look back in time and observe me at the time,
but you're a product of your environment. And we were
segregated and just—I didn't see, at that time, I didn't see
anything wrong with it. But you know, now lookin' back, I can
see it's absolutely wrong. But they had—like I say, I always
liked their band [laughs] better than ours, and they had a good
football team. [01:38:19] So but integration—I gre—you know,
I told you I graduated in 1957.

Right.

That's the Little Rock seven—that's when . . .

Crisis in Little Rock.

. . . all that came down but—it—I can go back to Camden today,
and if I look around and find some of the people that I knew that
never left Camden, their attitudes are a whole lot like they were
when we were in high school. They didn't evolve. They didn't
change. But most people I know that got out of Camden and

saw a different life—it was an eye opener for me when I went in
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

the army and, you know, was thrown in and associated with
African Americans. And I can remember when I was in Denver,
Colorado, walkin' down the street, and you would see an African
American and a Caucasian of the opposite sex, and I was just
astounded. At the time I had never seen that.

Oh yeah.

Never thought about it.

Yeah, that was . . .

And it was kinda shocking.

Yeah.

[01:39:43] AS: But you know, you change. My parents at that time

would have been considered very liberal. But today on today's
standard, they wouldn't be considered liberal at all. After I got
out of high school and college, I would've been considered liberal
by a lot of people. But by my kids' standards—[/aughs] they're a

lot more liberal than I am.

SL: Right.

AS: Not just in relation—race relations, but in everything.

SL: You know, it is relations. Race relations. I think back in our
parents' days if you saw them as a friend or a human—I mean,
your help or their family, you know, it—you were in a very
progressive, liberal position because that wasn't always the case.
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I mean, the interracial relationships between man and woman—
that—in some communities, that was a lynching offense just to
touch or even to be too close. You know, it's amazing . . .

AS: [It's—in spite of what a lot of people say, there's been a world of
improvement and a world of advancement from my perspective
to look back and see my own views and the views of others.
And even though I think, lookin' back, I, you know, I wasn't as
liberal as I should've been, but I was more liberal than most of
my contemporaries. But then I can look at my children and my
grandchildren, and it's just a different world.

SL: Itis. Much better.

AS: Yeah.

[01:42:11] SL: My—yeah. Well, how long have we been going here?
We've been—Sarah, how are we?

Sarah Moore: We are one hour and forty-two minutes in, and they
will be going to get lunch shortly, so do you want to go a little
longer, and then we'll break for lunch?

SL: Canyougo...

AS: T...
SL: ... alittle bit longer?
AS: Sure.

SL: Okay. Good.
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SM:

SL:

Okay.

All right. We'll just keep goin'. Let us know when lunch is here.
I'm startin' to get a little hungry. [AS laughs] Well, let's go
back to—I'm tryin' to think. What about social life? I mean,
once you left the tiny community of the Catholic school and you
entered public school, that had to be a dramatic shift in your

social endeavors, didn't it? I mean, all of a sudden . . .

[01:43:10] AS: That's true. My kids would never believe it, but I

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

was—in high school very shy as far as the opposite sex. And I
never dated much, other than my senior year I started dating a
girl and dated her exclusively. But I was, you know—a lot of my
classmates from the ninth grade on, they were goin' out with the
girls when I'd still be goin' out to the drive-ins with the guys.
Right. Sneaking in the trunk, maybe?

[Laughter] Yeah.

Tryin' to get in. Well, so in some ways, you were a bit stunted
with the opposite sex. So what was your—do you member your
first date?

You know, I really never dated until I—I mean, I had a—you
know, you take a girl to the prom or something . . .

Right.

... butI really never dated until . . .
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

College.
No. It...
Oh.

In high school's when I started goin' with this girl and really
thought we might get married, but I never did pursue it. She
moved off and went up to DC and—on a job and I stayed and
went off to college and . . .

Just went different directions.

Different directions, yeah.

[01:45:03] SL: Yeah. So I would assume you took her to movies

and—I mean, how were the folks about you branching out

and . ..

AS: My folks of—you know, I never had a problem with that. 1
sometimes wonder what the girl's folks thought of me. [Laughs]
Because like I say, I was—if they were lookin' for a good catch, it
probably wasn't me at that time. [SL laughs] I was a poor
student.

SL: So did you engage with her parents? I mean. ..

AS: Not really. No. It was mostly just—I'm sure most other young
boys my age probably did, but I just more or less kept to myself.

SL: Yeah. I mean, I think probably our—I was raised Methodist, and
so there was a youth group that you're kind of encouraged to be

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 73

Arkansas Memories Project, Alex G. Streett Interview, August 24, 2018
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php



https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php

a part of early on in the church, and so there was kind of a
supervisory attitude about it, but also encouraging, you know
the . ..

AS: Yeah.

SL: ... interaction and. ..

AS: I never had anything like that so.

SL: Yeah.

AS: But...

SL: [Belches] Excuse me. Well, so I guess we'll—I don't know if
we'll get around to this before we eat, but this kind of sets us up
for your relationship with your wife.

AS: That's some interesting stories there.

SL: Yeah. T'll try and hold off until—'cause . . .

AS: Okay.

SL: ... I wanna getinto that pretty well. [01:47:09] So in—once
you graduated from high school, you went to Henderson, and
you didn't—you did okay at Henderson.

AS: Yeah.

SL: Is that right?

AS: Idid.

SL: But there was—you then went to the U of A. You didn't do well

at the U of A.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Well, yeah, it's a different environment in the . . .

Bigger school.

Bigger school, and I went to class at Henderson, and did the
assignments and, unfortunately, I. ..

Too much fun.

Yeah. [SL laughs] 1 didn't do that at the U of A.

Well . ..

And my biggest disappointment wasn't—not necessarily makin'
my grades as such. It was not getting admitted to the fraternity

because I didn't make the grades.

[01:48:04] SL: You know, the Greek system was really—I mean, it's

had a resurgence here in the past couple of decades up here, but

I mean, it was the social engine as far as I could tell growing up

here.

AS: Yes.

SL: I can remember my brother being inducted in—and one of the
things that they did—you had to take licks.

AS: Paddle.

SL: You had a fraternity paddle with names carved on it. And I
remember watchin' him take licks out in the front yard. I looked
through the picture window and there—someone was whacking,
you know, I mean, it was not a tentativeora. ..
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

No, itwasa. ..

. . . polite lick, it was . . .

Yeah, it was a—I had those administered to me. It was never
out in the public 'cause I—I don't think they wanted the public to
know about it, so it was in the basement of the fraternity house,
but, boy, they put it to you.

Yeah.

[01:49:06] AS: We had—we—what we didn't have—I mean, there

SL:

AS:

was a lot of drinking, but what you read about in the news today
where they force the pledges to chugalug whiskey and beer, we
never had any of that.

Right. I can remember when Jug Wheeler's would deliver beer.
Yeah. Yeah, I remember Jug Wheeler's. Spent a lot of time

there.

[01:49:32] SL: [Laughs] So, well, maybe let's talk a little bit about

the U of A, or we could talk about Henderson. I mean, what was

the biggest difference between Henderson and the U of A?

AS: Well, the U of A was just so much bigger. I pledged a fraternity
in Henderson [/laughs] I just didn't tell 'em when I got to
Fayetteville. But—and I was admitted to that fraternity. It was
Kappa Sigma Kappa. And . ..

SL: Okay.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

. it was a closer-knit, I thought, relationship than you found in
Fayetteville. It was kinda funny. At Henderson, the freshman
were supposed to wear beanies.

Oh. [Laughs]

And you know, the upperclassmen could say "Polish my shoes or
do this or do that." And I was livin' in a dorm, and I member I
took my beanie and put it in a drawer and masqueraded as an
upperclassmen [/aughs] and never had to do any of that
nonsense.

That's somethin' else. So but there was that kind of
authoritarian upperclassmen over incoming members. All kinds
of stuff that . . .

You know, that was at Henderson—I don't think you had that
here in Fayetteville other than in fraternity life.

Right.

And . ..

[01:51:05] SL: Oh, so this freshman beanie hat thing wasn't just

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

fraternity stuff, it was . . .
No, thatwas a . ..

That was school . . .
Yeah.

. . . policy.
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AS: Yeah. It was interesting. When some of my freshman
acquaintances discovered that I was also a freshman [laughs]
and had taken advantage of my position, they didn't think very
highly of that.

SL: [Laughs] You got busted on that. That's funny. So the—what
about the professors and the—I mean, the facilities at Henderson
compared to what they were at the university at the time. Were
they comparable as far as just a smaller scale?

AS: You know, I don't really recall that much about the facilities. 1
don't ree—I don't have any specific recollection that they were
inadequate or anything.

[01:52:15] SL: Did you have any special interests when you were
just going through grade school and high school?

AS: Ireally. ..

SL: Favorite subjects?

AS: ... didn't. I never had any other than I told you early on I was
fascinated—I spent so much time with my dad in the—hunting
and fishing that game warden seemed like the ultimate thing to
be. And then I got into law, ultimately, more or less by default
because I didn't have anything else I was thinking of, and I knew
that if I could make it through law school, I could come home

and practice law with my dad.
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SL: Which you did for a while.

AS: Not really. I mean, I was just there a couple of months waiting
for a thing to open up for me in—it was a—1I just more or less
was, probably to my brother's dismay in a way there, drawing a
salary.

[01:53:18] SL: So we're talkin' U of A law school. You went to U of

A...

AS: Yeah.

SL: ...law school. Do you member your most feared instructor? I
mean, it . ..

AS: Oh, no, the—yeah, there's not any question. You know, there's
an interesting story, though, before I got into the law school,
after I got out of the army and went back to Henderson for a
semester, and then transferred up to the university for a
semester, then I was getting ready for my senior year. And I
went to one of these advisors, which you were required to do as
a student. And he was tellin' me what courses, you know. At
that time I was thinkin' just, you know, business degree. And he
mentioned this course called placements. It was a one-hour
course. And I said, "What is that?" He said, "It teaches you how
to get a job." I said, "Well, I don't need that. I'm gonna go to

law school and go back and work for my dad." And this kid was
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:
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kind of a smart aleck, and he said, "Apparently you didn't hear
me. That course is required, and you will take it."

Oh.

And I kinda bowed up and . . .

Yeah. [Laughs]

.. .and I said, "You obviously didn't hear me. I don't need that
course, and I don't think I'm gonna take it." He said, "You won't

graduate." And so we parted ways, and I went over to law
school and looked to see if you had to have a degree to get into
law school. And I don't know if you do now, but at that time you
didn't. And. ..

To pass the bar.

. .. I had enough hours to get in, so I just started law school. I
don't have an undergraduate degree.

Wow. Yeah, I think all you had to do was pass the bar. I mean,
you didn't even have to go to law school, really, did you?

Well, I think you did at that time. Initially you didn't. My dad
went to Little Rock law school for a couple of years, and then I
think maybe studied law under some lawyer. But I know
lawyers older than him didn't go to law school. They just studied

law under another lawyer.

Right.
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AS: ButI think at the time I came along that you had to have—to
take the bar exam you had to have a degree.

[01:56:17] SL: So was it Barnhill was the dean then?

AS: He was the—Dean Barnhill, yeah.

SL: Yeah.

AS: But the—you asked about what particular instructor. There was
no question it was Robert Leflar.

SL: [Laughs] Yeah.

[01:56:35] AS: I know I went in one day into class, and I hadn't
read my assignments, hadn't read the cases. And I had—do you
know what Chicagos are?

SL:  Hm-mm.

AS: Well, they were summaries of all the cases.

SL: Oh, okay.

AS: And the instructors . . .

SL: Kind of the CIiff notes . . .

AS: ... frownedon'em. ..
SL: ...of...
AS: ... because the students would read that summary instead of

reading the case. But I hadn't even read the summary.
SL: Uh-oh.

AS: And he called on me and [SL laughs] started questioning me
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

about the case, and I had my—the seats were, you know, kind of
raised up like this, and I was about halfway up there, and I had
my Chicago out, and I was tryin' to thumb through it to find the
answer to his questions. And I just wasn't makin' much
progress. I was givin' the wrong answers. And he finally
slammed his book shut. This is about halfway into the class—
and turned around without a word and walked out and closed the
class down.

Whew.

And I thought, "Oh my goodness." But I didn't go back into his
class again without reading the assignments. But he was a
terror. He was also a very good instructor.

Yeah. Well, he taught in New York, too.

Did he?

Later on. Yeah. I mean, he would fly to New York—maybe it
was torts. Something at—I forget what the university was.
Maybe New York University. And he'd be up there for three
days, and then he'd come back down here and teach. Amazing
guy.

Seem like I remember that. Yeah.

[01:58:28] SL: Amazing scholar. What about—was Witte there?

AS:

Al Witte. Yeah. He was, I thought, a very good instructor. He
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

would kinda spoon feed it to you. And I really liked him, though.
And gave him very high marks as a professor.

You might—we spent a couple of days interviewing him, and he's
posted on our website. You might enjoy his—I don't know if you
know much about his life and how he ended up here, but it's a
fascinating story.

Hmm.

And . ..

How do you go about seein' that or . . .

Well, you just go to the Pryor . ..

With your computer?

. . . Center website. Uh-huh.

Mm-kay.

You can just type in Pryor Center on your search engine, and it'll
take you to the—our website. And then we have a—in the menu
you can click Arkansas Memories, and all these sorts of
interviews that we're doing today are there. And he was a—it—
his is a great—he's a great storyteller. Did he—did you ever

hear him tell stories?

[02:00:14] AS: Oh yeah.

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

He was really, really good at that. Yeah. He was a veteran,

World War II veteran. But anyway. Yeah, he's one of my
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

favorite interviews of all time. He just . ..
Really?

. really good. Yeah. And it—he also spoke at—I don't know if
you ever knew Richard Atkinson, dean—he was dean and passed
away while he was dean, and they had a big memorial service
for him. And you probably predate Guzman, I would guess.

You . ..
Who?
Guzman.

Guzman? Yeah, I do.

[02:00:59] SL: Yeah. Yeah. What about any other professors in law

school that . . .

AS: Professor Spies, did you ever know him?

SL: Spies. Yes. Yeah.

AS: Well, I took the . ..

SL: I went to school with his son but . . .

AS: Okay. Itook a course, bills and notes. And it was—really, it—
were originally under the sales act, and the year I took that
course, UCC had just been—Universal Commercial Code had just
been adopted. And so I really was interested in the course. And
so that was a course that I spent a lot of time because it was
interesting to me. And I didn't make many As, but I expected to
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

make an A in that course because it was like Spies was takin' it
for the first time because UCC had just been adopted. He didn't
know any more than we did about it. I mean, he was just
learnin’.

Right.

And so the grades came out and got posted, and I had a C.

Oh.

And so I—and I knew Spies. He used to go to George's, and he
would drink with us.

Right.

[02:02:16] AS: And so I went in to see him. I said, "Mr. Spies, you

gave me a C." I said, "I'm shocked." He said, "I was shocked,
too. I expected better of you than—Mr. Streett." [SL laughs]
And I said, "Well, I think you made an error. I wanna see my
paper." And he said, "Well, I can't show you that." I said, "I
don't know why you can't. I'm gonna demand to see my test
paper. I know I made better'n a C." I said, "I don't mean to be
offensive or ugly about it, but be honest with you, I felt like I
knew more about the UCC than you do." And [/aughs] he said,
"Well, Mr. Streett, let's just wait till the rest of our grades get
posted.” And I thought well, that's kinda odd. But I had a four-

hour course under him. I think bills and notes was just a two-
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hour course. And I'm tryin' to think what it was but—come to
me in a minute. But anyway, I didn't think it was a very
interesting class, and I just spent enough time to get by and
been perfectly satisfied with a C. And so I took the test and
knew—or didn't think I had done that well, but knew enough to
pass. And they posted the grades. I had four hours of A.

SL: Oh. [AS laughs] You got his attention, didn't you?

AS: So I was pretty satisfied with two hours of C that I thought
should've been A transferred into four hours of A. Now maybe I
just did four—an A-grade paper, but I kinda doubt it.

SL: Right. Right. That's funny.

[Recording stopped]

[02:04:14] SL: Well, Alex, we've gotten a couple of hours in.

AS: Yes.

SL: Gotten some lunch in. I've got my coffee. You know, I wish it
was part of the American culture that after lunch, you could have
an hour nap.

AS: Yeah. [Laughs]

SL: And go back to work. So . ..

AS: I'd go for that.

SL: Yeah. We were talking—we'd kinda gotten you out of Camden,

spent a little time in Henderson, little time U of A, little time on
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AS:

SL:

AS:

the army, back at the U of A law school. Sorta quizzing you
about your instructors 'cause—first of all, I think it's a great law
school. I don't know that it is, but I've always felt like it was
pretty well respected and maybe on the back of Robert Leflar,
but—I don't know, I always felt like—my son went to law school
there, and he got—he's doing well now and all that so—but there
were a couple things before we get back—we'd gotten to
George's, and I remember—jur—first of all, George's is a really,
really old bar on Dickson Street. I guess it's the oldest one on
Dickson Street. And the lady that ran it when I first—before it
was sold to a local family—was a lady named Mary. Was—do
you member Mary?

Mm-hmm.

Behind the bar?

I do.

[02:05:46] SL: And I don't know anybody that didn't have total

respect for her. I mean, she—I think she loved the students

and—but if they were messin' up, she'd let 'em know.

AS: Right.

SL: And of course, back then, the garden—it was George's Majestic
Lounge, and then there was a garden in back.

AS: Right.
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SL:

And it was full of wisteria. It was just a remarkable, beautiful
spot. And of course, this was before lots of amplification. I
mean, there was some rock and roll being played, but it was
very primitive and not nearly as loud as it is now. Do you—can
you relate any kind of story or time at George's back then that

will take us back?

[02:06:41] AS: You know, I don't recall any particular story other

than I spent a lot of time there. And when I was relaxing, so to

speak . . .

SL: Yep.

AS: . if I wasn't in George's I—later I went to Maxine's Taproom.
Do you member that?

SL: Yeah, it's still here.

AS: Isit?

SL: Yeah. Sure. That. ..

AS: Maxine's not with us anymore.

SL: No. But the folks that have it maintained it. They didn't tear it
apart or empty it and gut it and start over. It's still kinda like it
was.

AS: Okay.

SL: Yeah. You might should stop by.

AS: Yeah.
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[02:07:25] SL: And like I say, I'm gonna be at George's tonight.

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

It's—I personally feel it's the best rock-and-roll venue in this
part of the state. It's just amazing what they've done with it,
and I know that all kinds of acoustical treatment was done and a
roof put over it to help keep the sound off your—is it your
sister's or your . . .

My daughter.

. . . daughter's apartment—apparently it didn't work very well
but . ..

Well, I—it's one of the advantages of older age. I've stayed up
there, and my daughter Stephanie talks about how loud the train
is. I've never heard it. [Laughter]

I can hear that train from my house over on Washington Avenue
when it goes by. But my hearing is about shot, too. [02:08:16]
There was another question about the law school. So were there
any women in law school when you were there?

Ah, you know, I'm not sure. If there were, it wasn't—there
weren't many.

Yeah, I've—in one of the interviews, someone testified that the
women had to go across the street to use the bathroom.
[Laughter] How crazy is that? And then of course there's the

whole Silas Hunt legacy thing and—oh, what's the guy's name
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

that—his brother wrote Roots. He went to school there as an
early law-school—African American law-school student. There—
were there any African Americans in law school when you were
there? You would've known because they went to great lengths
to...

Yeah.

. . . keep them separated and you know . . .

I don't recall one offhand.

Okay. All right. [02:09:28] Well, okay, so are there any other
law school episodes that [AS laughs] helped shape your—not
only your memory, but your career or . . .

There was one . . .

I mean, who do you . ..

. . . one that almost ended my career before it started.

Okay.

[02:09:52] AS: I was in law school, and I was dating Sue, who is

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

now my wife. And there was a young professor who really
wasn't that much older than me. That was his first year there.
And he was liaison to the law review. And the law review was
having a get together that night. And a classmate of mine who
was from Camden, he had an apartment, and so I took my date,

and I think there was somebody else there, over to the
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apartment while all the law review and their professor were out
on the town so to speak. Well, obviously, they were all drinking,
including the professor. And I had had one or two drinks myself.
And they show back up, and I'm upstairs in this apartment, and
there's law students everywhere—the law review. And this law
professor is pretty well intoxicated. And he starts making eyes
at my date, who's now my wife. And so she obviously began to
get uncomfortable with it, so she gets up and goes to the
restroom and closes the door. And he gets up and starts
towards the door. And I said, "Professor, don't go in there.
Don't even put your hand on the doorknob." He just looked over
at me and reached over to open the door and go in the restroom
where my wife was. And when he did, I hit him. And it was
kinda like a grade-B movie. I knocked him clean through a door.
[Laughter] Busted the door down. But like I say, he wasn't a
typical college professor. He was a—not much older than me.
And he came boilin' back out of there, and I hit him three or four
more times. And everybody was tryin' to get between us, and
the fellow that—whose apartment we were all in, like I say, he
was a high-school friend of mine. And he had been taking
karate and had these cigarette stands like you see in a movie or

something . . .

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 91
Arkansas Memories Project, Alex G. Streett Interview, August 24, 2018
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php



https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php

SL:

AS:

Right.

. . with the sand in 'em.

[02:12:44] SL: Yeah.

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

And he'd been walkin' around jabbin' his hand down in there. So
he jumped between me and the professor facin' me, and threw
up his hands, and said, "Hah!" Well, I just decked him, too.
[Laughter] And there was another law professor, and he was a
typical what you would expect, a older, slight individual, and I
didn't intend to hit him. He just got in the way, but I hit him,
too.

[Laughter] Golly. You're knockin' everybody down.

And then all the law review piled on me and got me pinned
down. And that was the end of that. And I dreaded goin' to
school the next day because I was just sure I was gonna be
kicked out.

Right.

But I showed up, and the professor showed up. And he had on
the biggest pair of sunglasses you've ever seen. [Laughs] He
had a couple of large black eyes. But he never reported me,
which, you know, on reflection I can see why not. He was more
at fault than I was.

And there were witnesses.
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[02:13:56] AS: And he had a higher degree, at least I thought, of

SL:

responsibility than I did. So while I was sure my law degree or a
law career had come to an early end, it never did. I had a friend
who was in law school and very good student. That same night,
he took his girlfriend back to her dorm. They were engaged.
And they got into an argument, and he slapped her right in front
of the dorm, and he was reported. And he was kicked out of law
school. And of course, he knew about my situation. He just
couldn't see the justice in it. But a footnote to his story—he
went to summer school and made up his hours that he missed.
So we're all up there for graduation. His parents are there. His
girlfriend, I think the same one, was there. And Dean Barnhart
walks up and said, "Mr. So-and-so, what're you doing here?" He
says, "Well, Dean, I'm here to graduate." He said, "You're not
graduating." He said, "Well, Dean, I made up all the hours I
missed. Why not?" He said, "You're one half hour short for
residency hours." They didn't let him walk the line.

Oh, no.

[02:15:32] AS: And he had to go back to [/laughs] summer school to

get another residency hour, but when he took the bar, he made
the highest score on the bar. But I—that's just a—one of those

little stories you hear in law school.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Well, don't you think that Leflar knew that he would get that half
hour taken care of?

Mh-hmm.

And he was—I always marvel at Leflar, who—I mean, he . ..
Barnhart?

. . . he was kind—oh, that's right, you're talking about Barnhill.

I didn't really know Barnhill very well. He—but . ..

Well, if you compare Barnhart, say, with Al Witte . . .

Barnhill.

[Coughs] When Barnhart would teach a class, if you would ask
him a question about a case or about anything, his response
was, "I don't know, Mr. Streett, what do you think?" Where if
you ask Al Witte a question, I mean, he'd just lay it out, give you
the answer. It—I much preferred . . .

Witte.

. . . Witte's philosophy of teaching than Barnhart's.

[02:16:55] SL: Yeah, I guess Barnhart . . .

AS:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

That's the Socratic method that he had.

Right. Right. Barnhart probably emphasized you've got to do it
yourself. You've got to figure this out yourself. I can't babysit
you all the time on this. Yeah. Well, I just wonder if—getting

back to Leflar, I just wonder—it—that sounded kinda like
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something that Leflar might do, too. I don't know. Maybe not.
Or maybe Barnhart was just—knew that he would go back and

get that, and it was just kind of a punctuation point for . . .

[02:17:34] AS: Leflar—I—after Al Witte—I thought Al Witte was

SL:

AS:

absolutely the best instructor I ever had. But after him, I would
stick Leflar there as far as bein' able to take what he knew and
get it into the student's mind.

I kinda got that impression when we were interviewing him.

But he had very little patience if you—if he didn't think you were

pullin' your part of the load.

[02:18:09] SL: Yeah. So you graduate from law school. You go

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

back to Camden for a little . . .

Well, actually when I graduated from law school, I clerked . . .
Oh, that's right.

. .. for a year for Judge Paul Ward of the Arkansas Supreme
Court.

Right.

And then I went to Camden for a couple of months while I was
gettin' everything ready in Russellville, and then moved on up to

Russellville and just hung out a shingle.

[02:18:46] SL: So about clerking for the Arkansas State Supreme

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

Court, how does one get to do that? I mean, do you have to

95

Arkansas Memories Project, Alex G. Streett Interview, August 24, 2018
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php



https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

have a stellar . . .
Resume?
. . academic record or . . .
Well, obviously not. [SL laughs]
Well, I was gettin' . . .
[Laughs] Ididn't. ..
I'mgoin'. ..
I didn't have that stellar of a resume. And I guess it depends on
who you clerk for.

Yeah.

[02:19:12] AS: But Judge Ward was pretty low key and had his own

idea about things, and he was gracious enough to hire me. And
not all law clerks did the same work. It depends on what your
judge wanted. Each judge had a case assigned to him, and I
think most law clerks worked on the case that was assigned to
their judge. Judge Ward was just the opposite. He did his own

work on the case that was assigned to him. He wanted me

to. ..

SL: Look at the other cases.

AS: ... do all the others and just get him familiar with 'em. And but
he was more concentrating on his own case. And . ..

SL: I kinda like that.
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AS:

Yeah.

[02:20:05] SL: He—you know, his—the stuff that he's directly

responsible for, he pays attention to and just counts on his clerk
to give him a broader view on what everyone else is having to

work with. I bet that's served you well.

AS: It was interesting work. Course, the other side of the coin is
that some of the judges who wanted the clerks to research the
case assigned to them because they wanted to make sure they
got everything done as well as possible and any help they could
get, they wanted it.

SL: I can see both sides of that coin, but thereisa ...

AS: I preferred my judge's philosophy.

SL: Ithink I d—I might, too. That speaks well of his confidence and
his abilities, and his trust in his clerk's abilities. [02:21:03] So
did he—I mean, was he contemporary with your father? Was
he—I mean . ..

AS: No. No, I'm not real sure . . .

SL: How you got selected.

AS: ... how I got selected. I just putin an application and got
accepted. I'm sure somebody somewhere said somethin' . . .

SL: Impressed with your boxing ability.

AS: ... for me to get the job, but I don't know who it was.
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SL:

AS:

He was impressed with your boxing ability. [Laughter] You
know, there is something to be said about athletic endeavors
and your course in life and what football teaches you how to
persevere and the whole team thing and taking instruction and
performing the way you were instructed. I mean, there is
something about being in a sport and how it transfers over to
your personal life even after you're done with it. I—your wife
was amazed at your boxing stories. And she was—she couldn't
remember you ever really talking at length about your boxing.

I probably didn't.

[02:22:17] SL: Yeah. Well, I don't wanna forget anything that we

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

should be talking about. I—you brought a lot of material for us
to look at.

I had a lot of help [/laughs] puttin' that . . .

Yeah. Yeah. And I know you had some notes that you asked if
you could bring in, and I kinda . . .

Well, it—the . ..

. . . pooh-poohed that idea.

. . . they weren't really notes. I think my daughter and wife
thought it was important to . . .

Have an outline? Bullet points.

. . . get the family history in, but if—I notice they'd taken a
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

picture of the five generations.

And I do wanna talk about each one of those in those images. 1
mean, I—we've talked some about you and your son.

You know, one of the things on our—on my website I have that
picture, and I have a summary on each generation of Streetts,
but I went to print it off. My printer wasn't workin'.

Ah.

Sol...

Now I didn't find your website. Is it a Facebook page?

Yes.

Ah. That's why I probably didn't go to it. I was looking at some
of your cases and that are online.

It's a—I didn't have a thing to do with it. [SL laughs] My son
Jimmy put it all together.

Well, that's good. TI'll visit that. I might look at that during the
break. [02:23:51] But do you wanna talk about each of those
Streetts in those—in that image?

Well, I don't have—without having that in front of me, I don't
have the background. I could go back on my father's history
and . ..

Kay.

. . . give you a little bit about what he had related to me about
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SL:

his childhood and growing up, but . ..

Okay. Let's do that.

[02:24:21] AS: You know, I think I told you that he loved the

outdoors, hunting and fishing, and he was instrumental in the
Game and Fish developing White Oak Lake in Johnson—in
Ouachita County. And in fact he had a trailer with a porch made
onto it up there and a boathouse, and that's where we spent a
lot of time hunting and fishing. But to digress, he was tellin' me
about growin' up and about hunting. For instance, duck hunting.

You know, today, you put your decoys out, and you got maybe

that . ..

SL: Calls.

AS: ... blind decoy, whatever. But he said back in his day, he had a
live mallard hen, which you know, it's illegal now, but I guess it
wasn't back then. And course, they nicknamed her Susie, and
they would take Susie out and tie her out there, and if any ducks
came by, why, she would go to callin'. And. ..

SL: [Laughs] That's pretty smart.

AS: ... you know, you can't do any better than havin' a live duck
out there.

SL: Right.

AS: Live Susie and the—then he told me about goose hunting, and
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he said back then their houses were built up on stone. They
weren't underpinned, they just had the stone columns, and the
crawlspace about waist high or so under there. And he said you
would take the day's kill and hang 'em under the house, which
would be a cool spot, and leave them there for several days until
the neck rotted through—or until the neck rotted through and
they fell to the ground. And then you'd take 'em out and pluck
‘emand. ..

SL: Clean 'em.

AS: ... they were tenderized. Ugh.

SL: That's interesting.

AS: You know, I can see aging your meat, but that sounds a little
extreme, but he was serious. He said that's the way they did it.

SL: Pioneer stuff.

[02:26:35] AS: Yeah. It was amazing. And back when [clears
throat] when he first started taking me deer hunting, there really
weren't that many deer in Ouachita County. I don't know what
had happened. I guess they'd all been killed out or what, but
the Game and Fish . . .

SL: Mountain lions.

AS: ...came in and did a program, and it was almost too

successful. They've—they still have deer running over each
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other down there.

SL: Yeah.

AS: But that was a—I always enjoyed those outings going up and
goin' to the deer camp. This particular deer camp had a
tradition. They would hang the deer up to clean 'em, and they
hung 'em up by their hind legs . . .

SL: Yeah.

AS: ... on a stick, sharp end on each side, and hang 'em up and
winch 'em up. And then they would open the deer up, and they
would have a washtub down below the deer. They would pull all
the guts out.

SL: Right.

AS: Well, the tradition was if it's somebody's first deer, they would
call 'em up and tell 'em to get close. They wanted them to
watch just exactly what they're doin', and they were gonna
reach in and pull the liver out and—which, incidentally, they did.
Most people back in that day—and I still do keep the liver to eat.

SL: Right.

AS: And so they get him up real close, and one of the other
members would sneak up behind him, put a hand on the back of
his head, and push him down into the cavity . . .

SL: Oh.
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AS: ... into that pool of blood and guts, and then pull him out.
[Laughter] That's a—that was a pretty rough initiation.

SL: Welcome to deer camp.

AS: I don't think they do that anymore. But interesting. Those
were . . .

SL: Well, tho—deer camps have always been known for their
camaraderie. I mean, it's usually several . . .

AS: Yeah, it really was, anditwasa. ..

SL: ... several hunters. ..
AS: ...itwasa...
SL: ...converge.

[02:28:51] AS: It was a lot of fun. There weren't that many kids of
my age around.

SL: Right.

AS: But they were one or two, and mostly you'd sit around and listen
to the old folks talk, which are—some of the stories they would
tell—it was very entertaining.

SL: You know, my dad—he would—he was kinda known locally for
his grilled chicken. He had a recipe that Exchange Club adopted
and all that. But he would do it on our back porch, and people
would come for the dinner, and they'd just tell stories on the

porch. And he called that porch talk. And he said really the
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AS:

whole goal was to see who could tell the biggest lie. [Laughter]
Yep. Whether it was a lie or the truth, there were certainly some

interesting tales told.

[02:30:00] SL: Right. Right, right. Okay, so we're gonna kinda

keep moving on, but I wanna encourage you if you think of
something from a period of time that we've already been
through—we've been being pretty good about being

chronological so far.

AS: Well, when we were talkin' about the house I lived in, which I
would term as the second house, out in the country.

SL: Oh, okay.

AS: I couldn't remember the name of it, but it was known as the
Bragg House. And there was—that was the name of a
Confederate soldier that owned it at one time. I don't know
whether it was General Bragg or what, but anyway, that was a
very interesting time in my life livin' out there.

SL: Itwasin. ..

AS: TItwas. ..

SL: It was in good shape.

AS: Yeah, it was four or five miles outside of town and it—my dad
rented it. It was owned by another family in town. They may—I
think they still own it, and some of the younger generation of
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that family are probably living in it now. [02:31:14] ButI can
remember had rabbits and cows and chickens. I remember one
time I—I don't know how it came to pass, but obviously I was
four or five years old, and a cow stepped square in the middle of
my back.

SL: Oooh.

AS: Idon't know whether my—my memory's not that good as to
whether it was intentional or not, but I know it scared me and
scared my mother. Her recipe for anything that happened along
those lines is she'd take you home and put you to bed. [Laughs]
[02:31:59] So and talking about putting to bed, after we moved
from the Bragg house into town on Cleveland Avenue—hadn't
been there a week or ten days and my two older brothers took
me downtown. At—downtown wasn't that far, you know—walk
down there. And they go—and I would've been six at the time,
so that would've made them eight and ten.

SL: Right.

AS: And I turned my back, and when I turned around, they were
gone.

SL: Uh-oh.

AS: They went in a library right there and hid from me just to kinda

throw a scare into me. So I looked around for a few minutes,
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

and I knew where I was. And so I just—and I didn't think about
movin' into town. To me, home was . ..

Was back at the . . .

. . . back at the Bragg house.

. . . Bragg house.

So I started walking back there. It was more or less a straight
shot. It was down Washington Street, which turned into the
highway out there. And I walked all the way out to past the
country club, which is couple of miles out there. And in the
meantime, they came out and couldn't find me, so they had to—
they looked a little bit because [/aughs] they were hesitant to,
you know, fess up to what they'd done. But they had the state
police and . . .

Oh my gosh.

. . . the sheriff's office and the city police and everybody lookin'
for me. And the rest of this is mostly from what I've been told,
but some of it I remember. But I was walkin' past this country
store just past the country club, the golf course, and those
people in there knew my mother and dad, and I guess
recognized me. And they said they saw me walkin' down the
highway cryin' [laughs] carryin' a box turtle. And so they came

out and took me in and set me up on the counter and gave me a
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big glass of lemonade and called my mother and dad. And
course, they came and got me and got me home, and Mother
immediately put me to bed. [Laughter]

[02:34:31] SL: Yeah, well, what happened to . . .

AS: But that's kinda . . .

SL: ... the brothers?

AS: ... an interesting tale.

SL: What happened to the brothers?

AS: You know, I have—I don't know for sure, but [SL laughs] I'm
sure that there was some punishment handed out.

SL: You know, back in those days—it's probably not quite as
dangerous as it is now.

AS: No. No, it wasn't at all. I mean, you didn't, you know, you just
didn't have the fear of strangers that you have today.

SL: Also I was gonna say in the neighborhoods when I was growing
up, nobody locked their doors.

AS: No.

SL: And the neighborhood kids were welcome through any door.
Even into the refrigerator if they—you know, it was just kind of
cute. And they—and the older folks kinda liked havin' the young
kids—entertainment for them to have them part of their lives.

And the same way with the cars. All the cars had the keys in the
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AS:

cars. No one ever locked up anything. Those days are gone,
aren't they?
Well, that—yeah, they are. I don't think they'll ever be back.

But it was a—it was good while it lasted.

[02:35:49] SL: Yeah. It was a magic time. So let's see. We're still

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

talkin' about your father. Any more—as you think of s . . .
Well, he, obviously, he was an attorney. And he had a practice
with a young man named—he actually—he went in with his
father to start with, Walter Garland Streett, and then he died
before I was born. And then he later had a young lawyer in with
him, Don Harrell.

Don Harrell.

I'm not sure it's the same Don Harrell that . . .

DP?

Yeah, but it may have been his father or something. I'm not
sure.

Probably so.

[02:36:47] AS: And then after that, he had Charles Plunkett.

SL: I know that name. I've heard that name, too.

AS: He was a lawyer in Camden and was municipal judge for years
and a good friend of David Pryor's. And then of course my
brother. And as I've told you, he was the deputy prosecutor for
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years and years. I recall—you know, as deputy prosecutor, he
would be in charge of what today we call juvenile court.

SL: Okay.

[02:37:23] AS: He wasn't a judge, but the municipal judge was the—
at that time was the judge for traffi—or for juvenile offenses.
And I remember one night a group of us had gone out and
procured some watermelons [SL /aughs] and took them to the
football stadium. And we were breakin' 'em up and seein' who
could throw a piece the highest on the front of the stadium.
And . ..

SL: [Laughs] Brilliant plan.

AS: Yeah. And so we had a high time doin' that, then kinda broke
up, and I went my way, and some of the others went, and they
got caught by the police for something. And of course somebody
had called the police, and they'd come to the stadium and tryin'
to solve who did what. And so they got these youngsters, and
course their parents got involved and their parents—they told
their parents who all was there. The law enforcement at that
point didn't know that I or some of the others were there. And
their parents quickly realized that my dad was the deputy
prosecutor. Let's get this boy in here. [Laughs] So they

promptly told on me. And then they called me in and wanted
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me to fess up and tell on everybody. And I admitted my part in
it, but I wouldn't say anything . . .

SL: Incriminate someone else and . . .

AS: .. .else. [02:39:05] And so we get in front of the judge, and I
member it was Judge Mason. Everybody was an old man at that
time to me. I thought it was Old Judge Mason. And he kept
asking me what all was—who all was there, and I wasn't
answerin'. [SL laughs] He finally said, "Well, you might as well

tell me, I already know the answer." And my response was not
a good one.

SL: Uh-oh.

AS: I said, "Well, if you already know the answer, why are you askin'
me?" And course my dad's standin' there, and he's deputy
prosecutor, and that didn't bode well. But we got through it.
But it was an interesting time. And the contrast was so great
because my two older brothers never did anything like that.
They were never in trouble. And they were just top class
students, and I can member the teachers always askin' me,
"Why can't you be like your brothers?" [Laughs]

SL: Oh. Ouch.

AS: [Laughs] It was a bad deal.

[02:40:22] SL: So do you think that they just got away with it,
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never got caught, or they . . .

AS: No, they really . . .

SL: ... just were really that straight and narrow.

AS: They were much more sensible than I and straight laced than I
was.

[02:40:33] SL: Were—was scouting anywhere in the family?

AS: Scouting, Boy Scouting?

SL: Boy Scouts.

AS: I was a Boy Scout.

SL: Yeah.

AS: And we met at, I think, the Baptist church. And I'd gotten up to,
I don't know, first class or something.

SL: Yeah.

AS: And ] really enjoyed it. I mean, you know, we took some . ..

SL: Well, you'reout . ..

AS: ... took some trips and slept in a pup tent and really had a big
time, but for whatever reason, the church was our sponsor, and
they dropped the sponsorship. Nobody else picked it up, so that
was . . .

SL: You disbanded.

AS: ... the end of my scouting experience.

SL: Wow, that's too bad.
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AS:

Which was a shame because I thoroughly enjoyed it. And I

thought it was very worthwhile. Somethin' I enjoyed doin'.

[02:41:26] SL: Did you ever get to go to Camp Orr?

AS: Iwentto...

SL: I guess Camp Orr's Northwest Arkansas council, isn't it?

AS: Yeah. No, I'm tryin' to think. I went to a national camp. I'm
tryin' to think what the name of it was.

SL: Wasn't Piedmont?

AS: Yeah.

SL: Piedmont.

AS: Yeah. And. ..

SL: That's a big deal.

AS: Yeah. Another young man from Camden and I went. It was a
quite a good time.

SL: There's a mountain there, right?

AS: It...

SL: Isn't there a—seems like there's a high bluff.

AS: I think so, but it's—that's been a long time ago.

SL: Yeah.

AS: I still have a belt buckle, big old brass buckle I got there.

SL: Yeah?

AS: Says Piedmont on it.
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SL: Well, it means something to you.

AS: Yeah.

[02:42:14] SL: Yeah. All right, so you hang your shingle up in
Russellville.

AS: Mh-hmm. That was in 1966.

SL: Why Russellville?

AS: Well, my wife is from Russellville.

SL: Ah.

AS: And I started going to Russellville. And whereas Camden

seemed like it was dyin' on the vine, Russellville just seemed to

be exploding.

SL: It probably was.

AS: And there weren't many lawyers there. And course that suited

my wife to a T for us to live in Russellville.
SL: Well, yeah.
AS: So...
[02:43:01] SL: How did you meet your wife?
AS: [Laughs] Did somebody prompt you on that one?
SL: No, I always ask that.
AS: It's a really interesting story.
SL: No, I always ask about the . ..

AS: Okay.
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SL: ... meeting and the courtship. There'll be more questions . . .

AS: All right.

SL: ... about you and your wife.

AS: They—as I explained to you earlier after I left the university, I
went to the army. And after I got out of the army, I went to
Henderson for a semester. And then I transferred back to the
university. Well, about that same time, my oldest brother,
Bruce, he was a Catholic priest. And he'd been assigned as an
assistant at the Newman Center there.

SL: At—here. The U of A.

AS: Yes...
SL: Yeah.
AS: ... in Fayetteville. And so part of his duties were a—each

Sunday to teach a kind of a class or seminar or whatever of
university students, and he said, "If I have to come here and
teach this, you've gotta come and listen." So I said, "All right."
And we had a good relationship, but I probably wasn't as
respectful as I should've been of his role as a priest. [SL laughs]
And so . ..

SL: He's your brother first.

AS: Yeah.
SL: Yeah.
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[02:44:22] AS: So I'm sitting on the back row, and my now wife,
Sue, was sitting on the front row.

SL: Okay.

AS: We'd never spoken. Didn't know each other.

SL: Yeah. [Laughs]

AS: And every issue that my brother would bring up, I would take
the other side of it, and we would be arguing and really spent
the whole hour doin' that. So at the close of it, my wife went up
to my brother and said, "Oh, Father Streett, I don't know who
that rude boy was in the back of the room, but I feel like I need
to apologize on behalf of the whole class here [SL laughs] for his
behavior." And my brother said, "Well, Sue, let me introduce

you." And he called me up there, and that's how I met my wife.
Now that'sa . ..

SL: I bet she was flabbergasted, wasn't she?

AS: Yeah. [SL laughs] That's a—that makes quite a story. That
oughta be one of those they put in the Gazette where they have
the before and after . . .

SL: Right. Right.

AS: ... pictures there.

[02:45:26] SL: So it was just immediate? You . ..

AS: No, it wasn't immediate. It was—we dated for about three
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

years. And she finally got tired of waitin' on me, and she went
off to Rochester, Minnesota, to do an internship.
Okay.
In dietetics and came back, and finally one day we were out
walking and stopped in the pasture and sittin' on a log, and she
said, "You know, you need to make up your mind." [SL laughs]
"We're either gonna get married or we're not." And she
reminded me how long we'd been dating, and I didn't—I'd never
stopped to think about it, but her parents were kinda concerned,
you know. And I kinda, "Uh-huh" and everything. So I went
home and went back down to Camden and told my dad that I
was gonna get married and I needed to buy a ring but I didn't
have two dimes. So instead of givin' me the money or loanin'
me the money, he took me to the bank and introduced me to a
bank officer. And I borrowed the money to buy my wife's
wedding ring. That would've been in [19]65. And It was a nice
diamond. It wasn't as big as some of these my daughters or my
daughter-in-laws . . .
Right.

. . wear these days, but it was a nice ring, but I borrowed
$750, and they were very lenient in givin' me time to get a job,

earn some money, and pay it back. But that was—she, in
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[02:47:34] SL:

essence, she wind up askin' me.

quite the right word, but . . .

I'm—was going to say. I don't know if asking was

AS: Conveying that message.

SL: Yeah, I think pointing out potential responsibilities. [Laughs]
So...

AS: So I came back with a ring and asked her and . ..

SL: Did you drop a knee?

AS: Did what?

SL: Drop the knee?

AS: No, I didn't do that bit.

SL: Okay.

AS: 1didn't do that bit.

SL: Were you on the same log or where . . .

AS: No. [Laughs] No.

SL: Where did you ask her?

AS: You know, I don't—I really not—I'm not sure. I think probably—
back at that time, there was a big pasture across from her
parents' house and a pond down there. We used to walk in the
area down there.

SL: Did you talk to her parents first?

AS: No. [Laughs]
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SL: You just broke all kind . . .

AS: 1didn't do anything.

SL: You broke all kinds of convention.

AS: Yeah. Yeah.

[02:48:33] SL: Well, I bet they were pleased anyway.

AS: Yeah, I think they were tired of waitin' on me, too.

SL: Yeah. Yeah.

AS: So...

SL: I know my son-in-law did . ..

AS: I think they approved of me.

SL: Yeah. Well, they did because she did, I'm sure.

[02:48:48] AS: Her father was a doctor, and he was kinda straitlaced
and—talkin' about approving. When we got married, I used to
coon hunt.

SL: Okay.

AS: And I had some coon dogs. Had five or six of 'em. Kept 'em in
a pen. And I had a pickup truck. And so I hand made some
sideboards for my pickup, and I would haul my dogs around
when I'd go out at night to coon hunt. And rather than take the
sideboards on or off, I'd just leave 'em on and drive around that.
And he was kinda horrified. He didn't think that a young lawyer

[SL laughs]—that was appropriate, and I think he mentioned
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that several times to my wife, but just bein' hard headed, I left

'em up there. But it all worked out.

[02:49:57] SL: So you all—so this is after you had hung your shingle

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

in Russellville?

Yes.

That you got married. So were you in a position to buy a house?
Were you just renting?

Oh. Oh, n—absolutely not. No.

Right.

No, we actually got married in November of [19]65. So we were
married before our move to Russellville.

Okay.

We married—we lived in a duplex in Burns Park in . . .

North Little Rock.

[02:50:46] AS: North Little Rock. I can remember they were just

building the subdivision. And there was a huge oak tree on a
vacant lot several blocks down. Hadn't even paved the street at
that time in front of it. But it had to be well over a hundred
years old. And I could see 'em bulldozin' all these lots, so I went
and looked up the developer, and I said, "I don't know if you've
given it any thought, but that tree's well over a hundred years

old. And I hope you don't plan to cut it." And I knew he did.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

And he said, "Well, you know, a lot's not worth anything without
my cuttin' it." I said, "Yeah, but just aesthetically think, you
know, what it would mean to have it there, what your—benefit

the rest of your subdivision." And he looked at me and kinda
laughed, and he said, "Young man, you are a young man. And
you're not looking this—at this with realistic eyes. All these
duplexes are new right now." But he said, "You come back in a
few years, and I hate to say it, but this'll be a slum. And nobody
will give a damn if that tree was there or not." And so he cut the
tree.

Aw.

And a few years—more than a few, but my wife and I were in
Little Rock one day with some of the kids, and we decided to
take 'em by and show 'em where we lived, and it was absolutely
a slum. Just amazing. But the guy knew what he was doin'. He
built 'em and sold 'em and got his money, and it . ..

Moved on.

. . wouldn't have made him a dime but would've cost him the

price of a lot to not cut the tree.

[02:52:46] SL: So as your early—in your early practice, were—is

AS:

there—was there any particular case that kind of . . .

Well . ..
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

. . established your firm?
You know, I was practicing by myself and had never tried a
lawsuit. But there was a elder—older lawyer next door but
upstairs above me. And he kinda took me under his wing and—
which worked out well for him and me. And he would bring me
in to help him on a case, and he would split the fee with me.
And . ..
What was his name?
Dick Priddy.
Pretty? P-R-E-T-T ...
P-R-I-D-D-Y.

Oh. Okay.

[02:53:47] AS: Yeah. He was a lawyer of many years there. ButI

SL:

AS:

can remember he called me up one day, and he said, "I've got a
client who's been arrested for growing marijuana.”

Kay.

"T'd like for you to help me with it if you're willin'." And I said,

"Sure." And he said, "What do you think we oughta charge?"
[SL laughs] And you gotta remember, this is, gosh, in the

mid- to late-[19]60s. And I said, "I don't know. I was thinkin'
five." And he said, "Well, that's about what I was thinkin'. We'll

just charge him five hundred." And I said, "No, Mr. Priddy, I
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SL:

AS:

meant five thousand." And he said, "Oh, I've never charged
anybody that much, and besides that, he couldn't pay." I said,
"He can pay. Just call him in, have him sign a promissory note
and give you a mortgage." Because I said—that was back at the
time when the federal government would impose a tax on your
marijuana. And I said, "They're gonna file a tax lien on this
place and sell it, and they're gonna take every dime. But if you
can get him in here today and" . . .

It'll keep 'em from doin' that.

. .. 'get him to sign a note and a mortgage, in essence, the
government's gonna pay our fee." And he liked that idea, so he
typed up a note and mortgage and called this gentleman in, and
he signed it, and I hotfooted over to the courthouse and
recorded it that same day on—for five thousand dollars, which
was—it—back in those days, that was a huge fee. [02:55:51]
And the next day I had a federal agent up in front of my office.
And I called him in. I said, "What can I do for you?" He said, "I
don't know what you think you're doin' filin' a mortgage on our
property." He said, "I filed a tax lien." I said, "Yeah. But you
didn't file it till after I filed my mortgage." [Laughs] And I said,

n

"I'm in front of you." And he grumbled and complained and

course, there wasn't anything he could do about it. And it was
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really an unfair tax, and they abolished it. And not only was the
tax unfair, but they'd go out and pull up a stalk of marijuana,
and then when they wanted to weigh it, instead of just weighing
the marketable part, they would . . .

SL: Root ball and all.

AS: ... weigh the whole thing, plus the dirt ball.

SL: Yeah.

AS: Which may—weighed more than anything. So we got a nice fee
and got the guy—didn't get him off, but got him where he didn't
go to the penitentiary, which he was well satisfied. So.

[02:57:03] SL: Yeah, when they, you know, when they made
marijuana the Schedule I . ..

AS: Yeah.

SL: ... narcotic, which made it illegal to possess, but they kept the
tax law on it. Is that the way that worked?

AS: Yeah, it was—of course, the statute is the state. This was a
federal thing on the tax.

SL: Oh, okay.

AS: And they did away with that. But used to be that possession
with intent to possess marijuana was a felony. But they
changed the law to where—I don't recall what the—what it is,

but if it's less than so many grams, it's a class A misdemeanor.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

So they've, you know, backed . . .
Softened it some.

.. off ofit. ..
Yeah.
. . . quite a bit. [02:58:07] But you were asking me if there
was any case. I had never tried a case, and the first case I tried
was in municipal court.
Kay.
Which is now, you know, our district court, and they handle
traffic offenses and minor offenses, and this particular case was
a bootlegger. And so we didn't have a jury. We were—I'm tryin'
to think. I guess we did have a—we started out in front of the
municipal judge, and he was convicted, and I appealed it to
circuit court, and so there was a jury.
Mm-kay.
Like I say, I'd never tried a jury trial. And I tried that one. And
wound up winning it. So that was a—that's the case I
remember. That was my first jury trial case. Guy was guilty as

hell, but I forget what technicality I got him off on but . . .

[02:59:28] SL: So what was it about?

AS: It was about bootleggin'. He was . ..
SL: Oh yeah. Okay. So he had a still. What did . ..
The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 124

Arkansas Memories Project, Alex G. Streett Interview, August 24, 2018
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php



https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

I don't remember what the facts . . .

Yeah.

I just member I—he was a bootlegger, and I knew he was a
bootlegger, but I didn't think they could prove it, and that was
my argument, and the jury bought it and didn't convict him.
So that gave you some confidence.

Oh yeah. Yeah.

And you win a case, people that need an attorney know that. 1

mean, they find out . . .

[03:00:00] AS: 1It's kinda funny. The prosecuting attorney was Jeff

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Mobley, who years later I ran against and defeated.

Yeah. Now I was looking at an article about that. Now was
there someone else that was going to run against him but didn't?
My law partner, Doc Irwin—at that time I had . . .

Okay.

. . . formed a partnership and it—he ran against him in [19]66
and [19]68.

And didn't win.

Well.

Or...

[03:00:37] AS: He won, say, on the [19]68 election, I don't recall, or

[19]66 election. But the [19]68 election he won until the
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Conway County—I don't know if you're familiar with the Conway
County and Sheriff Hawkins.

I—just from the press.

Yeah.

Yeah.

But that came in and pushed the incumbent . . .

Over.

[03:01:03] AS: Irwin was leading up until those returns came in.

SL:

AS:

And then the funny anecdote to that is years later, many years
later, one of the election officials had—he was dead by that time,
but had sold his house, and the person who bought it was gettin'
ready to remodel, and they found a sack up in the attic. And it
was ballots from one of the precincts in the . . .

Never got counted.

. in the [19]68 election. And turns out how they managed
that was however many ballots they printed for the election,
they would have an overrun. And so in each precinct, you
would—the election officials would have extra ballots, and they
would premark 'em 100 percent all the same for Marlin and his
slate of candidates. And then if they marked 200 ballots or
however many, you know, in different precincts, bigger or

smaller, whatever the number they premarked, they would call a
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break at that—when the voter list reached that point.
[03:02:28] And they would lock the door, and they would turn
the box up and empty it. And they would put the premarked
ballots—they wouldn't even bother to mix 'em up, they just
dump 'em in there. And then all the ballots after that that come
in, the legitimate ballots, they would just be on top of it, but
the—there'd be a significant number . . .

SL: Out of the attic.

AS: Yeah. Added up. But anyway, on this one box, they found the
ballots that'd been dumped out of the box marked. And I forget
how many ballots were there. But and I don't know if there
were enough in that one box where Irwin would've defeated
Mobley. But if you took—I mean, the percentage of votes he
would've gotten in that one box, if you correlated that across the
board, Irwin would've won the election easily. Course, it was
way—years later. It was way too late to do anything about it.

SL: Right.

AS: But...

SL: So this is—Mobley was just—he was a part of that Hawkins
machine?

AS: Yes. And interestingly enough, when he first ran for office, he

ran against Marlin, saying he would clean up the district. [SL
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laughs] But as soon as he won, he and Marlin got together and
made their peace, and that's where they were.

[03:04:17] SL: Unbelievable. So Irwin ran twice, lost twice in—as
far as the public accounting goes. And so the third time you told
him if he didn't run, you were gonna run?

AS: Yeah, and he didn't run, and I ran, and wind up beating him. I
carried—there were five counties in the district. I carried four of
'em, and I lost Conway County.

SL: Wonder why.

AS: Before. ..

SL: You think that was still goingonin . ..

AS: Oh, I knew. Yeah. I—you know, anybody that was halfway
familiar knew what was happening. It was just a matter of
proving it.

SL: Right.

AS: Some people maybe didn't know, but they didn't wanna know.

SL: Yeah.

AS: And in particular that would be those people running for public
office that [laughs] got Marlin's support.

SL: Right.

AS: Can't really blame 'em.

SL: Right.
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[03:05:20] AS: But Marlin called me down to see him before the

SL:

election to try to talk me out of runnin'. And he said, "Do you
know how many votes you'll get if you run in this county?" And
I said, "No, I really don't." He said, "You get 400." And I said,
"Well, sheriff, I know I would get more than that. I know more
people than that." He said, "You'll get 400." You know how
many I got? I've—I beat his deal. I think I got 453. But just
got the socks beat off of me, you know. But I carried all four
other counties by a sizeable margin. You know, we had three
candidates running. And. ..

Now this is for prosecuting attorney.

[03:06:07] AS: Yeah. And at that time the machine, that I called it,

according to me was made up of Sheriff Hawkins and Senator
Guy Jones in Conway and Russell Roberts as circuit judge and
maybe Paul Van Dawson, a representative from Perry County,
even though he wasn't in our district. So I announced against
Mobley. And my theory was, when the third candidate
announced, that they were concerned that Mobley wouldn't win,
so they better put somebody else in there. So Andy McNeil, a
lawyer from Conway, ran. And so in my cartoons and ads, I
alleged that Mobley was Marlin Hawkins' candidates, and McNeil

was Mutt Jones' candidate. And judge—George Fisher did a lot
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of cartoons for me. And I remember one. There were two baby
carriages. Mutt was on one with McNeil in it, and Marlin pushing

another with Mobley in it. And if you're familiar with Fisher's

work you . . .
SL: Sure.
AS: ... you know what he made 'em look like.
SL: Right.

AS: It was very, very effective campaigning.

[03:07:45] SL: So I've always wondered—you know, an attorney is
usually—I mean, if you're coming up against a prosecuting
attorney, you're really from two different angles of the law. And
so was it just a easy decision? I mean, was it so corrupt that
you were kind of doing it because it was the right thing to do?

Or did you really think that you could win? And that's kinda . . .

AS: Well, I...
SL: ... arolereversal from. ..
AS: ... Ithought it was the right thing to do, but I also thought I

could win. Because I could see how well Irwin did in the two
times he ran. And he had a lot of scars himself.

SL: Right.

AS: That I wouldn't have as a young lawyer just startin' off. And

worked out well. You know, the longer you're in office,
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SL:

AS:

SL:

particularly if you're a prosecutor, at best you can make half the
people happy.

Right.

You pick up more scars.

Yep.

[03:08:55] AS: And same thing as a defense attorney. Well, Mobley

had lots of scars. And Irwin, unfortunately, had a few himself.

SL: Right.

AS: And ]I had a fresh slate. There wasn't much they could say about
me. They came up with some things. One of the things was
that the Republican party hired me in [19]66, I think, and some
questionable voting practices in Pope County where a particular
lawyer would go by and pick up a handful of absentee ballots
and take 'em to the nursing home . ..

SL: Yeah.

AS: ... and walk through and load 'em on, and he would hand carry
'em back and turn 'em in. And I filed suit to stop that. So they
accused me—you know, ran an ad. "Did you know that my
opponent represented the Republican party?" [SL laughs] And
back at that time . . .

SL: That was a death sentence.

AS: You know, there weren't any Republicans.
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SL: That's right.

[03:10:10] AS: So they thought that'd be a very effective ad. It
turned out it wasn't that good. And then as I mentioned earlier,
my oldest brother was a Catholic priest. They said, "Did you
know" . ..

SL:  Aww.

AS: ... "that my opponent's brother is a Catholic priest, and my
opponent is a Roman Catholic?" and they had Roman in bold
print. "And he doesn't answer to the state of Arkansas, he
answers to the pope in Rome." [Laughs] And all that backfired
because Faulkner County had a fairly large Catholic population.
Wasn't much of one in Pope County or Johnson or Yell, but that
offended a lot of people that weren't Catholics, you know. But

came out with that, so. It was an interesting campaign. I

mean, we . . .
SL: So...
AS: ... we really got hot.
SL: ... were the terms couched in the, you know, the machine—you

running against the machine, is that . . .
AS: Mh-hmm.
SL: So and everyone was probably very familiar with the machine.

AS: Yeah. That's.
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SL: They didn't know you from Adam.

[03:11:31] AS: That's true. As a matter of fact, one of the things
they were doin' under Mobley—Mobley got a state salary, but the
deputies got fees, some sort of, from each county to pay their
salary. But Judge Roberts had instituted a fee program solely
for those people that wanted to plead guilty and get a suspended
sentence. And they had to pay, I don't know, a fee. I don't
remember how much it was, but I know—and bear in mind, now,
this is back in the early [19]60s. They had the deputy
prosecutor got thirty-five dollars. Court reporter got so much.
The sheriff got so much. And if a guy was out—wanted to get
out on bond pending the hearing, the judge's son-in-law or his
son was a bail bondsman [SL laughs], and you had to hire him
to do your bond. So . ..

SL: It adds up.

[03:12:49] AS: We filed suit—we had a—there were fifteen members
in the Pope County Bar Association. And so we called a meeting,
and the vote was 8-7 to sue to stop this fee. And so we sued
the deputy prosecutor to make him pay it back. And we lost in
the lower court, which kinda shocked me because the judge I
know to be very honest. I couldn't imagine why he ruled that

way. But we took it up on appeal, and we won on appeal.

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 133
Arkansas Memories Project, Alex G. Streett Interview, August 24, 2018
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php



https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php

[03:13:36] And when we won, Carlton Hass, who was the chief
justice, just went out of his way to point out how bad a situation
this was. And Conley Bird, who was an associate justice, said it
wasn't anything but extortion, a crime. So when I ran for office,
one of the things I talked about was that fee system and doin'
somethin' about it. So after I got elected—Ray Thornton was the

attorney general.

SL: Yep.

AS: And...

SL: That's. ..

AS: ... I wrote Ray a letter as prosecutor askin' him was there any
prohibition against a prosecuting attorney filing an information,
which is a formal charge, against a sitting judge. And I also
asked him what the procedure was for calling a grand jury to
investigate that. And so Ray gave me an answer, and as far
as—I wanted to know what—was the sitting judge required to
recuse himself if I were investigating him, and of course the
obvious answer is yes, he would.

SL: Right.

AS: And so Ray said that one of the ways you could do it was the
judge could just change districts with another judge. Well, hell,
that wasn't right. I knew that.
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Right.

[03:15:23] AS: But that's what he said. And [SL laughs] anyway,

time rocked on. And I filed a petition askin' Judge Roberts to
recuse himself. So the first thing he did—one of the things Ray
said—the members of the local bar can get together and elect a
judge. That's what he did—said that I disagreed with. And so
Russell recused and sent notice to select members of the local
bar. I wasn't included. I didn't get a notice. And they elected
Babe George of Yell County as the judge. And he came over,
and I objected and told him he wasn't properly constituted and
filed a motion to that effect, and he disregarded it, and he
started to empanel a grand jury, and I ran round to Little Rock
and filed a petition for a writ of prohibition to stop him. And
ultimately got him stopped after he'd already, I think, picked a
grand jury. And so the next thing Judge Roberts did, he
exchanged circuits with a judge in Little Rock, Pulaski County.
So I filed an objection [SL laughs] and asked that judge to stand
down, and he wouldn't do it. And he started in pickin' a grand
jury. So I'm off to Little Rock again to the supreme court. And I
file another petition for writ of prohibition, and they granted a
temporary writ. But then they denied the permanent writ on the

basis that there wasn't anything, you know, wrong. And so I
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SL:

filed a petition for a rehearing with the supreme court and cited
some laws to the effect that there wasn't any basis for that and
common sense if a judge was being investigated, if you let him
exchange circuits, in essence he's pickin' his own judge. And
the—in the meantime, of course, the media was all over it.

Right.

[03:18:08] AS: And they, you know, they would write editorials

SL:

AS:

SL:

against Sheriff Hawkins or Mutt Jones or Marlin Hawkins, and
they were—everything was against what was goin' on. I'm not
sayin' that had anything to do with it, but on one of the rare
occasions, the supreme court granted the petition for rehearing,
which they normally don't do, and reversed themselves, and
kicked that judge out. And then [SL laughs] I filed a petition
askin' the supreme court to appoint a judge for the purpose of
empaneling a grand jury . ..

Yeah.

. .. to investigate the grand jury that Russell Roberts had called.
And they did.

Oh.

[03:18:56] AS: And he came up, and he empaneled a grand jury.

And so he ruled that Judge Roberts' lawyer, who was an—one of

the elder statesmen in Russellville as far as the bar was
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concerned, a former prosecutor and a former state senator and a
good friend of Judge Roberts, was his attorney. And damned if
that appointed judge didn't rule that he could go in the grand
jury room with his client. And you know, that's just
fundamental—that's basic—you can't do that. And I pointed that
out to the judge, and he was a judge with a good reputation.

But he wasn't truckin' any nonsense from me. And he told me

that I was overruled and to shut up . . .

SL: Oh.

AS: ... and sit down.

SL:  Whoa.

AS: So I wentin and, you know, I'm pretty green. I've been out of
law school four years, maybe. And I don't finish my
presentation to the grand jury in one day. I started. ..

SL: Lot of material.

AS: ... back the next day. [03:20:39] Waell, that night before the
second day of the grand jury, I get a telephone call that advises
me that their father had gotten a call from an attorney and—
asking them to vote for a no-true bill or an acquittal of the
judge, and I was just a troublemaker. And they knew that
wasn't right, that they weren't supposed to be contacted. So
they called me and told me about it. It was a young lady. She

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas 137

Arkansas Memories Project, Alex G. Streett Interview, August 24, 2018
https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php



https://pryorcenter.uark.edu/about.php

SL:

AS:

SL:

said, "Now I don't wanna get my father in trouble," 'cause it was
her father that was—got the call and was callin' her. [03:21:33]
And so the next morning we go in, and we're in a real small
courtroom, and here's the grand jury in the back of the room,
and then I—here I am seated in front of 'em, and then in front of
me facin' the grand jury is Russell Roberts and his attorney,
Robert Hayes Williams. And so fore they got started, they would
call, you know, Russell in. He's sitting out there. I said, "Judge
Roberts, have you or anyone on your behalf talked to anyone on
this grand jury between the time that we left yesterday and the
time we're back here this morning?" And I knew if this person
had gotten a call, I knew several more of the grand jury
members—and I knew they'd gotten a call probably in person.
Right.

And I heard some gasps behind me [SL laughs] from the grand
jury. And Judge Roberts turned red and white in the face, and
he and his lawyer leaned together and whispered back and forth.
And you know what his response was? This is the judge, the
circuit judge. "I refuse to answer on the grounds it might tend
to incriminate me."

Wow.

[03:22:55] AS: And so [SL laughs] 1 finished my presentation, and I
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thought surely, you know, they're gonna find him guilty.

SL: Right.

AS: But they called me in, and they said, "We're not gonna return a
true bill, but we'll write up your report. As long as it doesn't
have an indictment in it, we'll sign anything you write." So
[laughs] wasn't much I could do, so I wrote up a report for 'em
and condemned 'em and condemned the judge and quoted from
the chief justice and his opinion and quoted from Conley Bird
sayin' it was extortion and Carlton Harris sayin' it clearly wasn't
right and all that.

SL: Right.

AS: And they signed it. And very interesting.

[03:24:05] SL: So howdid itall. ..

AS: Well, that was just—that was more or less the start of things.
And then Mutt Jones, Senator Jones, do you member . . .

SL: Yeah.

AS: Guy Jones.

SL: Sure.

AS: Well, he was removed from office. Eventually got him out. He
refused to step down. And they had to file suit and eventually
got him out of office. And so they had to have a special election.

SL: Yeah.
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[03:24:39] AS: So Stanley Russ ran for state senator. And Bill

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

Sampson ran. Bill was a representative, state representative
from Faulkner County con—city of Conway.

Kay.

And had the election. And Stanley won, but there was rampant
fraud in Conway County.

Still.

So I started an investigation. And I subpoenaed all the election
officials one Friday to appear in my deputy prosecutor's office in
Morrilton for the following Monday. Well, course the sheriff's
office had to serve those subpoenas, so obviously there was a
quick connection with Judge Roberts. And he hustles down to
Morrilton.

Right.

And he convenes a grand jury. At that time, you know, we had
the jury wheel, which meant you had to pick the jurors out of
the names that had gone in the jury wheel, where before that
you just appoint a jury commissioner, and they'd name so many
of their cronies to be the jury. So what they did—they didn't
even bother with the jury commissioners, Judge Roberts just told
Sheriff Hawkins, "Go out and pick me sixteen or so jurors." And

so they did. And did it on the spot. And that's—Friday's when I
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filed all this stuff. Saturday they called all of my subpoenaed
witnesses in and instructed them they were not to honor the
subpoenas. And then Russell goes back to Faulkner County, and
he does the same thing there, and he empanels a grand jury
there. [03:26:56] So that grand jury subpoenas me and my
deputy prosecutor for Faulkner County and the circuit clerk, who
was a supporter of mine, and the mayor of Conway, who was a
supporter of mine, and a couple of other people. And they indict
us, every one of us. [Laughter] And so I'm called down in front
of the grand jury, and I walk in, and I said, "Gentlemen, before
you get started, you know, this isn't an inexpensive operation.
You're about to spend a considerable amount of money, of the
county's money on this. And you're illegally constituted. You're
gonna be struck down, and you're gonna wind up wasting a lot

of our county's money." And the jury foreman was the county
foreman, road foreman, and was one of the people I was
investigating. And he stopped me fore we got in there, in the
jury room to start with, and he said, "Now, you son-of-a-bitch,

n

we've got you. We're gonna indict you." And sure enough he
did. Indicted me and my deputy and the county clerk and the
mayor and a couple more. And course, we went back to

supreme court and filed a motion there, and also filed to quash
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the one in Morrilton, Conway County. And the supreme court
quashed both of 'em. And then I filed a petition askin' the
supreme court to appoint another judge to investigate these two
grand juries.

[03:28:59]SL: So...

AS: Andso...

SL: ...did you get that? Did they . ..

AS: I got that.

SL: Good. [Laughs]

AS: And they appointed a reputable judge, but he called me up, and
he said, "I been appointed. We're gonna call a grand jury. I'm
gonna let you pick so many jury commissioners, and I'm gonna
let Mutt Jones pick so many." Well, that sounds fair on the face
of it, but that's not the law. The law was you don't use the jury
commissioners anymore, you use a jury wheel where all the

names go in, and . . .

SL: Right.
AS: ... you spin the wheel and pull names out.
SL: Right.

[03:29:39] AS: And I said, "Well, judge, I appreciate the offer, but I
don't wanna pick any jury commissioners. I want you to pull

'em out of the jury wheel." He said, "Mr. Streett, you do what
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you want, but if you don't pick a jury commissioner, I'm gonna
give both of the jury commissioners to Senator Jones, and we'll
let him pick the jury commissioners who'll pick the grand jury."
So I picked a jury commissioner. He picked a jury
commissioner. Together they picked a grand jury, and I
presented my case, and turned out a no true bill. They didn't
indict anybody. [SL laughs]

SL:  Wow.

[Recording stopped]

[03:30:22] SL: Okay. We're on our third segment here.

AS: All right.

SL: You and I've been talkin' fishin' stories and huntin' stories and
outdoor store—I'm wondering if—I mean, if you want to, we can
go ahead and talk about your cabin and all that stuff now, or do
you wanna keep talkin' about your career?

AS: You know, either way. I...

SL: Well, if we don't talk about the cabin now, you've got to—TI'll try

to help you remember . . .

AS: Okay.

SL: ... the stuff that we started talkin' about. 'Cause we're kind of
in the middle.

AS: All right.
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[03:30:51] SL: Or we got you started on . . .

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

On...
. . . your draining of the . . .
. . . politics. Yeah.

.. swamp. [Laughs] And so you really took on the good ol'
boys.
I did. And you know, I didn't do it by myself. Tom Glaze, who
had an organization voting agre—TEL Institute, I think was the
name of it. Tom went on to be elected to the Arkansas Supreme
Court and served there for a number of years. But he was head
of that institute, and he came down and helped to organize the
inquiry into the voting irregularities. And that was interesting in
itself. We had a lot of law students come down and try to
oversee. And some elections—send 'em out as poll watchers.
And quite of an experience for them. Several of 'em are
practicing law here in Arkansas now, and they would run into
deputy sheriffs who would try to run 'em off and intimidate 'em
and tell 'em if they didn't leave, they were goin' to jail. Just all
kinds of wild things. [03:32:17] But ultimately—and then there
was an organization that Tom Glaze put together of a group of
interested ladies in Conway County.

Kay.
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AS: And they were a very hardworking and dedicated group of folks
and were very supportive of me in my effort and lended great
assistance in the investigation that I say ultimately broke up
Marlin's control. But I had to get there. I had a—after I finished
my first term, I had to run for reelection. And I had an
opponent right off the bat. Bill Bullock. And he was Jeff
Mobley's law partner. Jeff is the one I had defeated for the first
term. And he wa—he left Mobley's practice shortly before he
filed for office, but during the campaign I characterized him as
being Mobley's puppet. And by so doing, he was also Marlin's
puppet, and he was greatly offended at my actions. I don't
know.

SL: But there was some truth to that. Or was there?

AS: Yes.

SL: Yeah.

AS: Absolutely.

SL: Okay.

[03:33:59] AS: And I used cartoons again against him, and he used
some against me. He—think he hired Jon Kennedy of the then
Arkansas Democrat to draw his cartoons.

SL: Right.

AS: And they were funny. I actually kept copies of 'em myself and
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

put up on the wall.

Well, there is something honorable . . .
Yeah.

...about ...

But. ..

. making the grade where people are . . .

[03:34:33] AS: But it all wound up—one election—and I forget the

SL:

AS:

year, but there was vote fraud again. And I filed charges against
all of the—felony charges against all of the election officials in
Conway County. And I also filed felony charges against the
county clerk because you couldn't do what they did without the
assistance of the . . .

Clerk.

. . clerk. And like I say, I had the support of these dedicated
women who'd just worked over a long period of time really hard,
and they had really strong feelings, and they were really excited
when I filed the felony charges. But my primary motive was to
break this stranglehold, more so than vindictive sending
somebody to the penitentiary. And I knew that if I took the case
to trial, even without Marlin handpickin' the jury, I would have a
hard time getting a conviction because in a criminal case, just as

you saw in the Manafort trial here, it takes all twelve.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Right.

And you had one holdout. Well, in Conway County there'd've
probably been more than one holdout. [03:36:13] So I had 'em
flip. [Laughs] That's a new term for me but . . .

Right.

... I'll use it since that's in vogue these days. And I plea
bargained, and I reduced 'em all to a misdemeanor for a plea of
guilty, a public plea in open court. And we did that, and they
were fined and put on probation for a year, and but it was
reduced to a misdemeanor, not a felony. And for the first time,
people in the county saw that Marlin couldn't protect 'em. You
know, here these people had to get up and openly admit what
they'd done. They could say, "Oh, they were pleading no
contest," or "They were that," but the bottom line was they were
found guilty on a plea, and so everybody knew. And that was
kind of the straw that broke the camel's back. On top of that, I
charged the county clerk with a felony and accused him of—in
the midst of an investigation of disposing of the ballots and the
stubs in the stub box. And offered him—I wanted him out of
office before the next election.

Right.

[03:37:50] AS: And offered him that I would dismiss the charges
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SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

against him if he would resign from office, but he had to be out
of office before I would do that. And he resigned from office.
Course, he made the usual statement. "I'd been plannin' on
doin' this for a year."

Right.

But he did it four days before he was scheduled to go to trial.
But the end result of those pleas of the election officials and the
resignation of the county clerk, the next election Marlin's
hand-picked slate didn't win. The first time in the history of—
that I was aware of that that had happened. And then Marlin
not—couple of years later didn't run for reelection. But the sad
part of that was is that these ladies that'd worked so hard and
given me their undying support really got upset when I reduced
the charges to a misdemeanor. They wanted blood. [Laughs]
They wanted a felony conviction, and they wanted 'em to go to
the penitentiary. And I tried to explain that that was all well and
good, but what I was interested in was what I knew they were
truly interested in, too, was breaking this stranglehold and
breaking it up. But I don't know that they ever fully understood
that. My last contact with any of 'em, they were still upset with
me. But the proof is in the pudding. Like I say, the next

election, his slate didn't across the board win.
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[03:39:48] SL: Lemme ask you this. During all this turmoil that you

took on, were you ever threatened in any way?

AS: Well, I was indicted by a grand jury. I don't know if I—we talked
outside of this room. I don't remember if we talked about that
earlier or not. But back in my vote fraud investigation—I think
we talked about it, but they empaneled a grand jury in Faulkner
county that indicted me and the deputy and the mayor and the
county clerk and a couple of other folks. And we went to—I took
it to the supreme court and . . .

SL: Yeah.

AS: ... got the grand jury quashed and—but yeah, I had some
death threats. But they weren't related to any of the vote fraud
or the machine investigation.

SL: These were more . . .

AS: It was just some thug that wasn't happy that I was prosecuting
him or some friend of his and that.

SL: Right.

[03:40:58] AS: I can recall one call that came to the house, and the

babysitter answered, and they just assumed that it was my wife,
and said, "Your husband won't be comin' home tonight. I'm
gonna kill him." Well, I had a pretty good idea who it was. So I

saw him in the courthouse hallway shortly after that because he
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SL:

AS:

SL:

was always waiting to be arraigned. Unfortunately for me he
was—had some type of friendship with the judge, and I could
never get his case called to trial. And I never did. Never got
him to trial. But I ran into him in the hall and kinda backed him
into a corner and accused him of makin' the threats. He never
would admit it.

Yeah.

He was on drugs, and I assumed that he was making the calls
when he was high.

High. Yeah.

[03:42:01] AS: ButI said, "You know, lemme tell you somethin', if

your intent is to scare me, you've succeeded because I'm scared
of you. So I wanna put you on notice, I'm gonna start carryin' a
pistol. And if you see me comin' down the street and we're on
the same side, it'd be in your best interest to cross the street
because if you even look cross-eyed at me, I'm gonna shoot

you." [Laughs] Andso. ..

SL: He got that.

AS: Yeah, I think he got it. I didn't get any more calls. But it was—I
served six terms, twelve years, and it was a pretty exciting time.
[03:42:45] There were some cases that highlighted it. One was
John Elliott Gruzen. He was from New Jersey, and he came
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

down to Faulkner County, the city of Conway, and murdered a
young girl and drug her across a freshly bushhogged field and
tossed her in a pond. And it was really the turtles and being
drug across the field—it left a mess. And tried him and got a lot
of coverage on—a lot of the cases we tried we would have 4, 7,
and 11 up there, you know, and the Gazette . . .

Right.

. .. and at that time the Democrat. Had a lot of coverage
because they were familiar with the fifth district and familiar with
Sheriff . . .

Sure.

. . . Hawkins and Russell Roberts, and if you throw in on top of
that some serious case, why, they were gonna be there. So we
had a lot of coverage. In the Mize case, we tried it for several
days. And. ..

Is this the abduction case?

Yeah.

Okay.

[03:44:06] AS: And I say the Mize case, that was the victim. And

got a conviction. And he got life without parole. But supreme
court reversed it. Judge Roberts messed up again. He was

probably the most reversed judge in the history of the state.
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

But he had . . .
The—this is the judge that found guilty—that he found the
defendant guilty, but there was some kind of technicality?
Well, what he did . . .
In the sentencing?
I mean, it was an obvious error. He let the jury determine
whether or not the defendant was fit to stand trial, and that's a
question for him. And so it had to be tried again. Well, by that
time I was out of office, and so the prosecutor—and the district
had been divided. I wasn't out of office, the district had been
divided, and the new prosecutor tried it again. Course, he kinda
had a lay down. He had a transcript of the case where I'd tried
and got the conviction. But he did a good job, and he got a
conviction. [03:45:19] Another case of some interest was a
case in Pope County. And the defendant was accused of
molesting this young girl and leavin' her on a railroad track.
Train came along and the vibrations of the track vibrated her off
the rail, but left one arm there, and so the train sliced that arm
off, but she survived. And . ..
Wow.

. . we tried the case, and this veteran defense attorney and—

we got a conviction, and I think it was life without parole or
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something, and so the—Channel 4 was a young lady, you know,
with the microphone, the camera men trailin' behind her. And
she came up to the defense attorney and stuck the mic up in his
face, and said, "Well, what do you think about the verdict, Mr.
So-and-so," and he said, "Well, young lady"—this is another—
everybody to me at that time was an old lawyer. [SL laughs]
This was another old lawyer. And he said, "Well, young lady, it
could've been worse. This client's just got life without parole."
And she said, "Could've been worse? How could it have been
worse?" And he turned to her, and he said, "They could've fined
him $10,000," and turned around [/aughs] and walked off. But
[SL laughs] you know, there were a lot of interesting cases.
[03:47:00] Unfortunately, there were an awful lot of serious
cases that were dismissed. And they were dismissed for of lack
of bringing the defendants to trial in the allotted time. Back at
that point in time, it was a lot different than it is today. Today if
a judge doesn't set your cases for trial, you know, you can
report him to the judicial distri—discipline committee, or you can
report him to supreme court and ask for assistance but—and
today a lot of the judges work with the prosecutors in setting the
criminal cases for trial. But back at that time, and particularly

with Russell Roberts as judge, prosecutor had zero input, and he
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would either set or not set the cases at his discretion. And he let
the dockets pile up, and when we ultimately got something
done, which came about when they were tryin' to split the
judicial district and were talking about the heavy caseload—and
there was a heavy caseload, but there was no excuse for not
tryin' these cases. And the supreme court assigned some judges
to come in and assist. And they wound up tryin' some cases,
but dismissing an awful lot of cases, some of 'em serious cases,
simply because the speedy trial time had run. So.

[03:48:45] SL: So who splits the district?

AS: The state legislature. The first time—well, before I ran for office,
I wanted—I could see, you know, the—what I referred to as the
machine, and so I tried to get some support to split the district
and get us away from Conway County. And the folks that had—
behind the machine, they fought it, and they were successful,
and I couldn't get it through the legislature. So after I got
elected and started my vote fraud investigations and other
investigations, they decided to split it. And they got a bill
introduced in the legislature, and it passed the senate, and it
came to the house, and at that time my brother Julian was in the
legislature. He was a state representative. And it barely got

through the house. And Dale Bumpers was governor. And I was
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tryin' to get the governor along with some other people to veto
the bill. And he ultimately vetoed it. And so then they decided
to override his veto, and the senate voted overwhelmingly to
override his veto. And in the house, it—the veto override failed
by four votes.

SL:  Wow.

[03:50:32] AS: Tommy Sparks, I think, was the state representative
from somewhere down in south Arkansas, Fordyce or
somewhere. But he kinda led the charge on it. Course my
brother was in the legislature. He was in the house, and he
helped some, but it failed. And then next session I think maybe
Governor Pryor was in office then, and it came up again. And
course, a lot of the—died down a lot, and they passed it, and the
governor didn't veto it, and wound up splittin' the district, but it
still—it never did revert back to the way it was when I was first
elected, so it was still a lot of good that came of it.

SL: That would've been [19]74, [19]75.

AS: Yep. Somewhere in there, yeah.

SL: Yeah.

AS: And I—you know, you warned me earlier about we don't talk
about these stories outside. They're best told through here.

SL: Right.
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[03:51:48] AS: I can't remember whether I told you one about the

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

fellow burglarizing my home.

Well, you mentioned that. But we haven't . ..
In here?

We haven't talked about it in here.

Okay. Well, that's an interesting story.

Okay.

[03:52:02] AS: I was prosecuting attorney and living in Russellville.

SL:

AS:

It was on a Saturday, I think, and I had been out to watch a
young baseball game . . .

Right.

. .. for one of the kids and came home. My wife wasn't there.
And as I pulled up, I didn't see my dog, so I was right in front of
my house a little to the left there callin' my dog, and I heard my
front door open. And I looked around, and here's this guy
comin' out of my front door with his arms full of stuff. My stuff.
And so I hollered at him to halt. I have a circular driveway, and
he took off runnin' up the driveway. Well, I just took off chasin'
him. And I live on the side of a mountain, and as you go down
the mountain, it's all trees and brush and what have you.
[03:53:02] So he took off, and I started runnin' after him. And

I could hear him runnin' in front of me, and he stopped. And I
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couldn't see him, and as soon as I stopped, my glasses
immediately fogged up. And so I tried to wipe 'em off, but soon
as I put 'em back on, they'd fog up again, so I ran back to the
house and called the police and told 'em what happened and told
'em where I'd chased him and to get some people. I thought he
was gonna come out down below. And I told 'em I'd get in my
car and drive along the top of the mountain line. The road went
right along the edge of the mountain. And see if we could find
him. And I had gotten close enough to get a good look at him.
He was probably six four.

SL:  Wow.

[03:53:53] AS: Tall. Thin. But anyway, I hopped in my car. I
looked—I was gonna get a pistol, and I had two loaded pistols in
my house. They were both gone.

SL: Ooo.

AS: He'd stolen 'em. [Laughs] And I had been chasin him through
the woods . . .

SL: And he had the guns.

AS: ... hollerin' at him, "Halt or I'll shoot." And I couldn't shoot.
He had both my pistols. They were both loaded. So anyway, I
pull out my driveway, and this car comes right in front of me,

and I'm lookin', and it's my burglar. And he's lookin' at me. And
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of course, we're both recognized each other. And he took off at
a high rate of speed, and I was in a little Ford Tempo or
somethin’, and I started chasin' him, and he came off the top of
the mountain and turned left onto Highway 64, towards
Clarksville. And I was behind him, and we were gettin' up to
speeds of eighty, eighty-five miles an hour, and but I was
keeping him in sight. My hope was going that fast, surely we'd
pass a state trooper somewhere, and he'd stop us. [03:55:09]
But I topped over this hill, and I didn't see him anywhere in front
of me. So I looked off to my right, and I saw where he'd pulled
off and pulled behind this abandoned barn or somethin', but he
didn't go quite far enough, and I saw the end of his car there.
So I whipped in behind him. And he started backin' up to come
out. And I thought, "I'll just ram him," but then I quickly got rid
of that idea. I thought, you know, that would be real smart
when I know he's got at least two loaded pistols of mine, and I
have nothin'. So I thought, "Well, I'll let him go, and I'll just
follow him again. And surely somebody's gonna stop us." So he
starts out towards Clarksville, and I pull out right behind him.
And I had the misfortune to hit a chug hole. And my hood came
loose. [Laughs] So I had—I couldn't drive down the highway at

that speed, so I had to get out and slam my hood shut. But
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SL:

before that—right before that happened, this guy started
throwin' all my stuff out the window, I guess thinking I'd stop
and pick it up. I could see he'd gotten some silver dollars and
the two pistols and some other things. That was at a time when
the price of silver was real high.

Yeah.

[03:56:38] AS: And he started throwin' all that stuff out, I guess like

SL:

chummin' a fish, thinkin' I'd stop, but I was mad enough I wasn't
gonna stop, I was gonna catch him. So we kept going. But
when I stopped and turned around and called the sheriff's office
and brought 'em up to date and told 'em where I was and—by
that time I had the description of the car, and I had the license
plate, and I'd already given a description of him. And I told 'em,
you know, he just wasn't that far in front of me, to set up a
roadblock and to have somebody pick me up. So in a few
minutes the deputy sheriff picked me up, and they'd set up a
roadblock and caught him.

Gosh.

[03:57:20] AS: And so we went—and they had him in there seated

in a chair. And when I walked in the door, deputy sheriff asked
him, said, "You know who that is?" Said, "I don't know him."

And I walked on over there, and deputy said, "You want me to
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SL:

AS:

tell you who he is? He's the prosecuting attorney." And the guy
said, "Oh, blank." [SL laughs] And it turns out he was out on
bond from Oklahoma for breakin' in a house that turned out to
be the circuit judge. So this guy just had bad luck. [Laughter]
So he got a court-appointed lawyer, and the lawyer wanted to
know what kind of plea bargain he could work out. And I forget
what I told him, but it involved a substantial time in the
penitentiary because he was guilty of a number of break-ins.
And a lot of them that day and some of 'em, when they did a
search warrant of his home, they found personal items from . . .
All over.

. . . previous homes he'd broken into. And he said, "Well, you
can't possibly get that much time. I don't think you can
convince a jury." And I said, "Well, you understand I'm not
gonna prosecute your case." He said, "You're not?" I said, "No.
I'm gonna be a [laughs] withess against you. I'll have one of my
deputies prosecute you." So he wound up takin' the plea and

served a substantial penitentiary time.

[03:59:03] SL: Gosh, that's so desperate. That folks cango. ..

AS:

SL:

AS:
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the woods.

SL: Well. ..

AS: I was running along lookin' for a tree branch or something to
knock him in the head with . . .

SL: Right.

AS: ... ifI could catch him, but fortunately for me or for him or
maybe for both of us, I didn't catch him.

SL: You didn't catch him. That's interesting that he threw the guns
out.

AS: Yeah.

SL: During the chase.

AS: Tryin'togetmeto...

SL: Stop. And probably sending a signal that he didn't really mean
to kill anybody, I bet.

AS: Well, it wasn't just the guns, I mean, he—all the silver coins and

everything . . .
SL: Yeah.
AS: ... he'd stolen. I think he just thought that more than a signal

that he didn't mean to kill, that probably didn't enter his mind.
Itwas. ..
SL: Here's all your stuff.

AS: ... tryin' to get me to stop to pick up my stuff.
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SL: Yeah.

[04:00:07] AS: But what he didn't understand that . . .

SL: He didn't understand you were . . .

AS: I was probably more mad than I was [/laughs] . . .

SL: You were chasin' him on the principle of the thing.

AS: Yeah.

SL: Yeah. Wow. That's pretty high drama. I, you know, I don't
know what I would do in that situation. I'd probably do the
same thing.

AS: Well, you never know.

SL: Yeah.

AS: You can look back and probably use better judgement or wish
you'd used better judgement.

[04:00:38] SL: We can keep talkin' about career stuff. Is there any
other case or career stuff off the top of your head? We can
come back to it if you can't think of anything right now.

AS: Well, I served on the board of the state Prosecuting Attorneys
Association, and I served as—a term as president of the state
association. I think I took office after Beryl Anthony had . . .

SL: Beryl Anthony.

AS: ... completed his term.

SL: Did you enjoy that?
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[04:01:15] AS: 1Idid. You know, that was during a time that Bill

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Clinton was the attorney general. And as attorney general, he
would propose legislation through the legislature for adoption,
and he had a piece of legislation regarding penalties for drug
possession. And it was lessening the penalty. And . ..

Is this drugs across the board or . . .

It was mostly on, you know, possession for, you know, small
amounts or maybe even for sale. I forget exactly what it was.
But it was—the Prosecuting Attorneys Association really opposed
the bill. As prosecutors and particularly young prosecutors, you
know, we were all for throwin' the book at 'em.

You were hungry.

And . ..

They were hungry for it. Yeah.

[04:02:36] AS: So he called me in his office, and told me that he'd

made a commitment to some people when he ran that if elected,
he would try to get this legislation through. And I explained to
him that the prosecutors in the state were opposed to it, and
that's the first time I saw how tough Bill Clinton could be. He
said, "Well, you go back and tell your association if you oppose
this bill, I'm kicking you out of this building." We were in the

justice building, and we were operating under his budget, and so
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he was funding the association. We didn't have a budget that
would—so we discreetly withdrew our opposition to the bill.
[04:03:31] But that's the first time I saw a really tough side of
Bill Clinton. He didn't mind takin' on the whole association for
something he had a very strong belief in. And lookin' at it from
today's perspective, even though I disagreed with him back
then, with my mindset today, he was absolutely right. He just
was right years before I realized it.

SL: Well, I guess the argument was that minor drug offenses
shouldn't be in prison. Other . ..

AS: Right. I...

SL: ...violentcrime. ..

AS: That's true. Yeah.

SL: ... should be in prison.

AS: And you know, at the time—I think I was elected prosecutor
when I was thirty-one. That's not that young, but it's young
comparatively speaking, and I just had a different mindset . . .

SL: Well, the country did, too.

AS: ... atthe time. And he was ahead of his time in his thinking
because now I can look back and see he was absolutely right.

[04:04:41] SL: Yeah. Yeah, it does make sense now. All that fear.

I guess that's one of those fear-based things. If there's drugs
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

involved, they've gotta be dangerous.

You know, talk about my mindset—people today, young people
today, find it hard to believe, but when I was growin' up, there
weren't any drugs. There wasn't even marijuana. I mean, I was
in college, I was in law school before I really saw what was out
there.

Yeah.

And even then I wasn't in a group that partook, so I really had
no contact with it.

Right. And if it's something you don't know, understand, your
first . . .

You fear it.

You fear it, and your first instinct is to do what you know to do
or live the way you live and . . .

You know, I—in a way I'm really glad growin' up that I wasn't
exposed to it because . ..

It's dangerous.

... Idon't know what I would've done.

[04:06:08] SL: Well, there—I think there is an argument to be had

that once you take a certain path—I mean, all paths are fraught
with danger wherever you go and whatever you decide to do and

however you take—how extreme you take it. But you know, it's
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

not unlike alcohol. I mean, there's—there are people that can
drink a little, but there are people that if they start, they can't
stop. So there's that—still that vulnerability that—it's a fine line
between protecting people from themselves and using it to
further your own . . .

Yeah.

. interest. I—it's fascinating. It's complicated, it's interesting.
But I do think that you're probably right toward the incarceration
of minor offenses. I think that's just poor use. ..

Yeah.
. . . of the space and the money. Well, I love the Bill Clinton
story.
Yeah.

That's a great story. I'm sure you have more.

[04:07:21] AS: Well, I got to know him through my time there, and

then my oldest daughter, Stephanie, went to work as a volunteer
for him and then moved on up. My daughter Mary worked for
him. My son Graham worked for him. And Jimmy, the one
that's a lawyer with me now, he was a little younger. He finally
worked when he was in Loyola in undergraduate school, and he
did some advance work for him. But they all worked. Stephanie

worked, when he was in the White House, as deputy scheduler
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and then ultimately became scheduler. And when he went out of
office, she went to work as the executive director of the Clinton
Foundation, which she's still doing today. [04:08:32] Mary
worked in the legal department of the—Ilegal division of the
commerce department. And for Daley. And then when she got
out, Bill Daley had been the managing partner of Mayer Brown, a
very large law firm, and she went to work for Mayer Brown firm.
And my son Graham worked for Bill Daley. And in between all of
'em did advance work and traveled all over the world. They
really benefitted from the exposure and the opportunities that
were opened up to them. And as I say, Jimmy came along on
the end and didn't get the involvement that they had, but he got
to do some advance work and got a taste of it, so to speak. But
I think it's benefitted all of 'em from their exposure to it.
[04:09:52] Stephanie's married now and got three children.
And Bridgette is married and has two and—gotta come down the
line. Mary is married now just recently, and there're no children.
Jimmy, the youngest, is married and has three. [SL laughs]

The kids will accuse me of not remembering my grandchildren,
and they're probably right, but Stephanie's are Olivia, Katherine,
and Caroline. And Bridgette's are Nick and Allie. And Graham's

are Alec and—TI'll come back to the other one. That's my
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seventy-nine years in me.

[04:11:03] SL: Hey, that's all right.

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

And . ..

You're doing pretty good, actually.

Yeah. Jimmy's are Susie, Charlie, and again, I'm hitting another
blank spot.

Well, that's about, what, eight out of ten so far?

Eight out of ten so far. [Laughter]

Yeah, that's pretty good. That's a B.

So anyway, it's been interesting, and all of my kids have done
well. My dad told me one time, he said, "I'm a wealthy man."
And I kinda looked at him because I knew he wasn't wealthy in
the sense that he had a lot of money. And I said, "What do you
mean?" And he said, "Well, it's how you define wealth. And I
defined it as how well my children have done. And I'm proud of
all of you, and you've all done well. And to me, that makes me a

wealthy man." Applying his standard, my kids, or my wife's
children and mine, in my estimation, have all done exceptionally
well, so if that's a standard of wealth, my wife and I are wealthy.

You're gazillionaires. Yeah.

Yeah.

[04:12:29] SL: What about civic activities?
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AS: Well, I have been on the Friendship Community Care board for—
since 1994, so that'd be, what, twenty-four years? And I came
up for renewal of a term this year. And I told 'em, you know, I
had been on the board for twenty-four years, and I had served
ten years as president of the board, and at the end of ten years,
I told 'em it was time to pass the baton, somebody else could do
it.

SL: Well, that's healthy for an organization, too.

AS: And then this time around, I told 'em that I wasn't gonna submit
myself to reappointment to the board, I was gonna let somebody
else take it. So but that was a very fulfilling . . .

[04:13:45] SL: Let's talk about that organization a little bit. Has
something to do with providing services for disabled . . .

AS: Children with . . .

SL: ... and educational challenges?

AS: Yes. Yes. Disability and educational challenges. And I think
they're in forty-seven of the seventy-five counties they have a
presence. And with an exceptionally large payroll statewide.
And you know, in my opinion, they do an awful lot of good.

They have a very good board. It's varied, and it's made up of
people with different occupations, and I've served on several

boards, and this is—this board I think has more to offer than
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most because of the makeup of it, and the people that are on
there seem to have a true interest in the purpose of Friendship,
and I just—I think they do a world of good. And the ultimate
credit, while the board is entitled to a certain amount of it, the
ultimate is due to the leadership of Cindy Mahan and the folks
under her. The board gives some broad guidance to her, but
they do the in-trenches work—in the trench work and do an
awful lot of good.

[04:15:25] SL: Do you know much about Cindy?

AS: I've known her for a long time. [Laughs] She lives in
Russellville. And . ..

SL: Did this start in Russellville or . . .

AS: Yes, it did.

SL: There you go.

AS: And...

SL: That's a great flag.

AS: Itdid, and I think Cindy was instrumental in starting it and has
just done a wonderful job. So . ..

SL: It's something to be really proud of.

AS: Yes, and I hope she doesn't take my lead and retire from it.
[Laughter]

SL: Doesn't sound like that's in the cards. So . ..
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[04:16:03] AS: You—other things—I'm on the board of River Valley

SL:

AS:

Port Authority. They're trying to get a port . . .
At Russellville?

. in Russellville. And believe it or not, we've been workin' on
that about eighteen years and have been held up. Our sister
city, the city of Dardanelle, filed a lawsuit against us in federal
court and kept us tied up for years. And Judge Bill Wilson—they
sued us and the Corps of Engineers and state highway
department and the federal highway department. And judge—
used to be Bill Wilson. Now it's, what is it, Billy Roy Wilson?
[Laughs] And anyway, he issued an injunction against us and
stopped us dead in our tracks, and we had to go from getting
the first environmental study we had to getting a much broader,
larger one, and we finally accomplished that. And instead of
takin' us back in front of Judge Wilson, the plaintiff's attorney for
the city of Dardanelle and for the Yell County Wildlife
Association—they joined in with the city of Dardanelle. He filed
a new lawsuit. And we drew a new judge. And we muddled
through that for the longest of—discovery and filing of motions
and hearings, and after an extended, long period of time, we
finally had a decision a couple of months ago. And the judge

ruled in favor of us and dismissed the plaintiff's lawsuit. And so
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now we're free to move forward. But the anticipated cost of the
harbor, the acquisition of the land, and the infrastructure has
probably quadrupled.

SL: Yeah.

[04:18:32] AS: And we're probably looking in excess of $50 million

to build it. And the prospect of federal money is not near as

good . ..
SL: Right.
AS: ... today as it was when we started. But we're still working.

And we met with Senator Boozman a couple of weeks back, and
then we met with the representative here last week and, you
know, they didn't—neither gave any commitment, but what
we're really lookin' for is to keep it on their radar and let 'em
know we're attempting to move forward, and we'll—as we do
and get some more definite plans in the works, we'll be
forwarding it to them, and seeking to find some type of grant
money in addition to tryin' to come up with some local money
from the city or county or private, perhaps, contributions.

[04:19:48] SL: So the existing ports are Little Rock and—does Fort
Smith have a port? I don't even know if Fort Smith . . .

AS: Yes. Fort Smith has one. Little Rock has one.

SL: So this'd be between the two.
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AS: This would be between the two. And I think it's a tremendous
opportunity, and I never could understand why Dardanelle
opposed it. But it's amazing what time will do. After the judge
ruled in our favor, the Dardanelle city council met and, to the
dismay of the mayor, voted not to appeal the judge's ruling.
And I think we have the support, now, of the majority of the
citizens and the city council.

SL: Yeah, I don't understand how it could hurt them.

AS: Well, they—the wildlife association and a couple of folks on that
side of the river were of the opinion that putting the port over

there would cause Dardanelle to flood because we would be

buildinga . ..
SL: A gate.
AS: ...adike that. ..
SL: Dike.

AS: The port would be on the opposite side of the river from
Dardanelle, and we would be building a dike around the port
area. And I think Corps of Engineers' estimate was if it raised it
at all, it would be just a fraction of an inch. [SL laughs] So

spent a lot of time and money fightin' . . .

SL: Fightin'.
AS: ... all of that. We might have already had a port by now . . .
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SL: Yep.

AS: ... but for that, and it would've been built a lot cheaper, and
now we're in the position of trying to hunt and hope we can find
the money.

[04:21:44] SL: It would seem like it would benefit them.

AS: Oh, it benefit—it would benefit not . . .

SL: The whole . ..

AS: ... just Russellville, it'd benefit Russellville and Dardanelle and
the surrounding area, counties. You know, if we get a port
there, there'd be some industry in to support it, and there'd be
jobs and—Ilooking at the jobs, it's closer to the city of Dardanelle
than it is to Russellville.

SL: Well, that's what I was wondering.

AS: It's right there on the river before you cross the bridge leaving
the Russellville area, and as soon as you cross the bridge, you're
in the city of Dardanelle.

SL: Right.

AS: So anyway, it's—it is what it is, but that's certainly progress for
us.

SL: Yeah.

AS: But we've got a ways to go.

SL: Well, course, $50 million today is not what $50 million was . . .
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Oh, no.

. .. ten, twenty years ago. So. ..

No.

. . . there is some of that. [04:22:52] Well, any other groups
that you've championed?

Well, not really. I've been a member of bar associations, local
and state, member of the Chamber of Commerce, St. John's
Catholic Church, there's probably a few others that don't just
immediately pop to mind. But actually I stayed fairly involved.
Yeah. Well, and I think the—it sounds like the causes that
you've committed to are pretty grand in scope, you know, so
they should—they are make—I'm sure the port will make a big

difference, but this whole Friendship thing is pretty impressive.

[04:23:50] AS: You know, I was talkin' about the kids and . . .

SL: Oh, you've remembered . . .

AS: . . what they did, and I think I left out my daughter Bridgette.

SL: Oh.

AS: But Bridgette was very active doin' advance work and . . .

SL: Now when you say advance work . . .

AS: That's where, for instance, if Clinton, President Clinton were
going to go to another state, they send in what's called an
advance team . . .
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SL: Sure. Yeah.

AS: ... to—and the Secret Service goes in. And they work with
Secret Service and match it out, and they make arrangements to
where he'll stay and where the advance team will stay, and
when it's in another country, they go to that country and do the
same thing. So they all got an opportunity to travel, not just in
state, but in foreign countries and . . .

SL: So does that mean that they would b—they would've worked
for—hand-in-hand with protocol and state department and all
the folks that it takes to . . .

AS: Absolutely. Yeah.

SL: ...support a president and what he—maybe needed at any
moment.
AS: Mh-hmm.

SL: Yeah, that's exciting stuff.

AS: Itreally is, and what an opportunity to travel the world and to be
a part of something like that.

[04:25:24] SL: That's really a blessing for the kids, family. That's
stuff they'll never forget. And it probably gives 'em such a great
perspective, overall perspective of what a great path they got—
they were put on.

AS: It's what?
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

What a great path . . .

Yes.

... forthem. That. ..

Yeah.

And I guess President Clinton is very comfortable and finds your
children very good at what they do. I mean, you . ..

Well . ..

. . . have to be good at what you do.

[04:26:02] AS: I think so. A lot of people ask me—said, "Gosh, I

didn't know you knew President Clinton that well." And the truth
of the matter is, I knew him, and I think we were friends, but I
think most of the credit for the kids getting a job there goes to
my oldest daughter Stephanie. She was the first one to go to
work for him and obviously did well because she went from a
volunteer to bein' a scheduler, the head scheduler, which is a

extremely difficult job.

SL: [Laughs] Yes.

AS: And in fact has stayed with him, as I said earlier, after he went
out of office. She's the executive director of the Clinton
Foundation and of course has her office in Little Rock and travels
frequently to New York or Washington or . . .

SL: I spoke with her when she was in . ..
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

. . . Chicago.

... New York . ..

Yeah.

. . . yesterday. Last. ..

Yeah, I think she got in after midnight last night from New York

to drive up here with me today.

[04:27:15] SL: Well, so what's your—what do you see yourself doing

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

now?

Well, fortunately, I would probably be retired now but for my
youngest son coming back and practicing law with me.

So you've got to cover the office when he's gone.

Yeah. [SL laughs] Which, truth of the matter is he does most of
the work now. And if I have something pressing, I can reach out
to him to assist with it. So I don't see, unless I become
physically disabled or, certainly I hope not, mentally disabled, I
don't see retirement in the plans.

Well, you have to love what you do.

I enjoy it. I do.

Yeah.

[04:28:12] AS: I know several years back before my son came in

with me, I'd been thinkin' about it, and I went home one day

and told my wife—I said, "I think I'm gonna retire." And she
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said, "You're what?" [SL laughs] 1 said, "I'm gonna retire." And
she said, "Why?" And I said, "Well, we're to a point in life where
I think we can afford it." I said, "I've got a retirement built up,
and you're gettin' Social Security, and I'm gettin' Social Security,
and I'm getting prosecuting attorney's retirement and my—we've
got Medicare, and then I have the supplemental care under my
retirement," I said, "We can just afford to do it." She said,
"Well, I won't argue with you on that, but," she said, "I'd give
you ninety days, and you'd be climbin' the walls." [SL laughs]
She said, "I know you like to hunt and fish, but there's only so
much huntin' and fishin you can do, and you don't have any
other hobbies." And I thought about it, and you know, she's
right.

SL: Most of the people I know that have retired have flunked
retirement. They get involved in other things, and they become
just as busy if not more than when they weren't retired. There's
so much to do, there's so much that you could do if youc. ..

AS: Well, I'm—I've had a similar experience in talkin' with people I
know that are retired. And those that have found something

else to occupy their time do very well, you know, healthwise,

mental . . .
SL: Right.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

. . . healthwise. However, those that truly retire and don't have
anything else to do—they, as a general rule, don't fare well.
Yeah. They get sedentary. Just kinda . . .

So if I were to retire, I don't know what I would do. I would

have to find something to do.

[04:30:28] SL: Well, m—you're gonna go to the cabin. We haven't

talked about cabin yet.

AS: Yeah.

SL: And we haven't talked about the low-water bridge or whatever it
is you have to cross the creek on. So when the water is
risin' . . .

AS: Yeah. That's the . ..

SL: So I would think one of the first things you'd want to do is
somehow or another [/aughs] build a bridge to your cabin.

AS: Well, you know, I've looked at that. I have eighty acres up in
northern Pope County, and it's surrounded on four sides by the
forest service, so I'm pretty isolated. But to get what—to it I
have to cross the middle fork of the Illinois Bayou . . .

SL: Ah.

AS: ... onthree occasions. And as long as the water is low, that's
not a problem. But if it gets up there, you know, you can't
cross. So you can still walk in, but walking in is a real chore.
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It's a uphill and you go across a clear-cut that's grown up—if
you're familiar with a clear-cut, and when it grows up, it's awful
thick.

SL: Yeah.

AS: [Itdoesn't...

SL: Good for bears.

AS: Huh?

SL: Good for bears.

AS: Yeah. And. ..

SL: Blackberries.

[04:31:49] AS: Yeah. And then there're several peaks and valleys in
between the ravines that you have to cross. But I've done that a
number of times in the past, but here within the last couple of
years, I've had a aortic valve, heart valve replacement, and then
I was diaghosed with MDS, myelodysplasia syndrome, which is a
precursor to leukemia. I don't have leukemia. They said there's
not a cure for it, but they can treat it. And so I take chemo five
days a month and . . .

[04:32:33] SL: Well, you don't look like you're on any kind of
chemo.

AS: Do what?

SL: You don't look like . ..
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AS: Oh, well . ..

SL: ...you're a chemo patient.

AS: It's not the—it's probably not as strong a chemo as a regular
cancer patient would take. But I do Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday in Russellville. There has to be the doctor there to
do it, and he's not there Thursday or Friday, so Thursday I have
to travel to Conway to get it, and Friday I have to travel to Little
Rock.

SL: Five days a week you have to . ..

AS: Yeah.

SL: ... take the treatment.

AS: Yeah. So it's not that bad because it's just one da—one period a
month.

SL: Oh, okay.

AS: So but apparently, I have to do that the rest of my life.

SL: Yeah.

[04:33:36] AS: So but you know, I'm seventy-nine. I go to the
office every day. I can still hunt. Last year I killed the biggest
deer I've ever killed in . . .

SL: I saw that.

AS: Hunting . ..

SL: Image out there.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

. . a mule deer. I killed it in Texas with my son. He was
actually on the stand with me when I shot it. He had had a
game camera out. It's on a game lease he has there in Texas,
west Texas. And he told me the deer had been comin' in, you
know, a certain time every afternoon. And the problem is on
those game cameras, when you catch a deer like that, he might
come in for a day or two or three or possibly a week, but
then . ..

Moves on.
. . . he's liable to move on, and you'll never see him again. So
he—this deer'd been comin' in for a while, and he was just afraid
that, you know, he was gonna move on. But we got there and
weren't there long at all, it was late in the afternoon, and we
were in a box stand up on stilts and looking out across a little
valley and then on the hill on the far side, and we could see
these two mule deer, both of 'em male, comin'. One of 'em was
considerably larger than the other. And I was shootin' a
borrowed gun. [SL laughs] But it was perfectly sighted in. It
was a 30.06. And . ..
Yep.

. it was kinda funny. The deer got up close enough to shoot,

but the smaller buck was . . .
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SL: In the way.

AS: . ..in the way, or he was on the back side. And I didn't wanna
shoot him, and I didn't wanna shoot through the deer I was
shootin' at and wound him. So I must've waited fifteen minutes
tryin' to get a clear shot at only the one deer, and finally I got
the shot. And . ..

[04:35:49] SL: How many yards out were you?

AS: You know, it wasn't very far. It was, I think, 115, 120 yards.

SL: That's pretty good shot.

AS: Weaell, it's not that far, you know.

SL: Yeah.

AS: [It's not real close, butit's . . .

SL: Yeah.

AS: If your gun's sighted in.

SL: Right.

AS: I shot him, and he went right down. And we waited about
fifteen minutes before we went down there. And the funny thing
when we—we had to walk around and come back up to the stand
and—or to the feeder. And he fell right at the base of the
feeder. And I looked up, and there was that other mule
deer. ..

SL: Just watchin' you.
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AS: ... just standin' there. Just watchin' us. And he was a big
enough mule deer that 95 percent of the people hunting, if they
saw him . ..

SL: They'd take him.

AS: ... they would've shot him.

SL: Yeah.

AS: But he wasn't in the same category as the one that I had killed.
So I guess deer hunting has been a passion of mine from the
days when I would hunt with my father.

SL: Yep.

[04:36:58] AS: And so I have my cabin now, and it's about 900
square feet, and I built it. It's an A-frame, and it's right on the
bank of the Illinois Bayou. And it's got a deep hole that never
goes dry. Think it must be spring fed. And it's got deer and
turkey and bears and feral hogs. I think I told you I was really
excited about the feral hogs till I had to put up with 'em for a
while and determined that they were . . .

SL: A nuisance.

AS: ... an absolute nuisance. They eat every acorn in the woods.
They'll destroy your food plots. They'll kill young turkey poults.
They're just a menace. But anyway, I enjoy it up there.

[04:38:02] My sons enjoy it. My oldest son in particular. Last
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

year—it was either last year or the year before, he took his
oldest son up there. He was six. And he shot a nice buck. My
son did, it wasn't the boy. But the boy was sittin' with him,
which was just as exciting and . . .
You bet.
. . . and killed it, and it ran off some distance, and my son knew
where it was, but my grandson didn't. But he was tellin' him,
well, there'll be a blood trail. Find some blood, you know. And
so he let the boy find the blood, and they . . .
Track him.
. . . track the blood all the way . ..
That's good.

. . up and found the deer. It was really exciting. By that time
I had come in. And there's turkey in the area. I set up a blind,
and I feed 'em on the back part behind my cabin, and my oldest
son was with me, and we were both in the blind and lookin' out
over in front of us. And we had an understanding if anything
came from the left all the way to the middle of the blind, it was
his. [SL laughs] Anything from the right on was mine. And as
luck would have it, it came from the left, and he shot and killed a
nice gobbler. [04:39:39] It was kinda that way on that deer he

killed. I had had a trail camera out and had spotted the deer
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several times, but where I spotted him, he was across the creek
on my cabin side. Where he killed him was the other place I—
and so I put him over there. I mean, that's where he want—it
was his choice to hunt over there, and I was back down where I
had the pictures of the deer. But the deer that morning chose to

show up on the side he was on [snaps], whereas he'd been . . .

SL: Right.
AS: ...comin'on my side first.
SL: Right.

[04:40:22] AS: And so he killed it. And I've got some other acreage
that's really just about a fifteen-minute drive from my house.
And my wife and I own a undivided interest in 160 acres, and
the other owners don't hunt or anything, so it's just like havin'
160.

SL: Right.

AS: And there're deer and turkey there, and we've killed several deer
out there. My son-in-law, Stephanie's husband, has killed more
deer [SL laughs] than anybody else, but he's a little more
dedicated hunter than I am or my sons are. He goes out before
daylight, and he carries his clothes in a sack. And he doesn't
change till he gets in the woods. Then he takes his clothes out

of the sack that he's had 'em stored in, puts 'em on, and he's on
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his stand before daylight. And he doesn't come out till after
dark. [Laughter] Now I'm one of those that'll break and come
in for lunch and then maybe go back out at two o'clock.

SL: Yeah. That's kinda the way I am fishing.

AS: So he kills more deer than the rest of us. And he's a good
hunter. But my son Graham has killed several deer out there.

[04:42:00] SL: Tell me about the hogs. Didn't you—weren't you
telling a story about harvesting some?

AS: Oh yeah. Well, my youngest son, Jimmy, came home from
school and had—wanted to take a bunch of his classmates up
there. And I said okay, I'll go up there with you and get you set
up. So we went up there, and we were setting up. Now
Jimmy's, you know, been exposed to the outdoor, and he knows
his way around, but some of these kids with him, that may have
been their first experience in the woods. And so we're up there,
and I'm in the cabin. I look across the creek, and I see this hog.
[SL laughs] So I warned everybody to be quiet, and I went and
got my .270 rifle and eased and opened the screen door off the
porch and shot the hog across the creek and killed it and drove
over there. And all these kids went with me and . . .

SL: Big duel—big doin's.

[04:43:08] AS: Then I dragged it down to the creek and skinned it
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and quartered it and put it in an ice chest. And then I took the—
one of the hindquarters and seasoned it up and started the
charcoal grill and put it on there for them to eat that night. And
I told Jim to ice down the rest of it and bring it home. And so
the next day, he comes home, and I look around. I say,
"Where's the rest of the hog?" He said, "Dad, we ate that
hindquarter, and it was so good, we cooked the rest of the hog,

and we ate it, too." [Laughter] They ate the whole darn thing.

But ...

SL: That's good.

AS: . it was kinda funny when . . .

SL: That's a lot of hog.

AS: Yeah. Well, course it wasn't that—you know, it was probably
175 . ..

SL: Oh.

AS: ... pounds.

SL: Okay.

AS: It wasn't just a huge one, but just a good eatin' size.

SL: Yeah.

AS: But still, that was a—you know.

SL: That's still quite a bit.

AS: That's pretty good. But that was kinda funny when they, you
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SL:

AS:

know, watched me skin it and then quarter it to—some of 'em's
eyes were as big as saucers, you know.
We—I. ..

But they had a good time.

[04:44:32] SL: I get—I've got several stories about scalding hogs

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

and what a big deal that was back when . . .
Yeah, I...

. . . people did that . ..

Yeah, I didn't, obviously, didn't scald this hog.
Right.

I just skinned him and cooked him.

Right. Right.

[04:44:50] AS: But talkin' about the creeks, as I said, to get to my

SL:

AS:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

cabin, if you gonna drive in, you've got to . . .

Three fords?

. .. ford it three different times. And I've never come close to
havin' a problem. A couple of times it's been high enough that
as I'm going across, I can feel myself kinda bumpin’
downstream, but go ahead and make it across. But my oldest
son had been to the racetrack with a friend of mine and got
home about twelve thirty or one. And my friend knew that I was

up at the cabin. And he asked Graham—said, "Are you goin' to
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the cabin?" He said, "No," and said, "I don't have any way to

get up there," 'cause I had my pickup up there.

SL: Right.

AS: And friend told him—said, "Well, take my truck."

SL: Uh-oh. [Laughs]

[04:45:48] AS: And course, his truck didn't have four-wheel drive,
and it was one of those that's built real low to the ground.

SL: Right.

AS: And it was raining exceptionally hard and just pitch black and
it's—and by that time it was one or one thirty, but he decided he
would do it. And so he drives up there, and he pulls down to the
first crossing. You kinda gotta go down to the water's edge. He
couldn't tell how high it was. And he could—when he got his
lights out across the water, he decided it was too high to cross,
so he tries to back up. Well, that's all sand. And with no four-
wheel drive and, you know, built that low to the ground, he
couldn't back up. So he thought, "Shoot, I might as well go
forward." So he gets about halfway across the creek, and it just
starts washin' him down the creek.

SL: Aw, man.

[04:46:43] AS: Sohe. ..

SL: That's. ..
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AS: ... rolls his window down. The truck stalled there, hung up on
something. But it washed down the creek a little ways. And he
gets out the window and gets on top of the truck. Well, it's just
pourin' rain, and it's pitch black, and so he gets out to the hood
and jumps off and swims to the bank.

SL: Man.

AS: And so then he's gotta decide what to do. If he's going to the
cabin, he's got two more creeks to flood. If he wants to go back
the other way, he's just got one, so he choses—chooses to go
back and swims back across the creek, which is just—you know,
you gotta go up creek because you can't go straight across.

SL: Right.

AS: It's washin' you down.

SL: Yeah.

AS: So he does that and wakes up J. L., who lives right there, the
fellow that I bought the land from and that built my cabin. And
he finally gets out and notifies my friend that . . .

SL: His [laughs] truck is . . .

AS: ... his truck—so I—he calls me—that's back before we had the
cell phones. We still had the bag phones.

SL: Oh yeah.

[04:48:07] AS: So he calls me, and [SL laughs] I drive out there,
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SL:

and I'm in a Bronco, and I make it across the two crossings and
come up to the third crossing. Well, he has to swim back across
to get to me. So he swims across, and he starts to get in the
truck. I said, "Whoa." In the Bronco. I said, "We can't leave
that truck there. It'll be in Hector if we don't get something
done with it." So I hooked a log chain—I've got a long log chain.
And I said, "Swim out there and hook this to the axle." I said,
"Now—and I'll pull you out. You get in and steer it." I said,
"Now you be sure you hook it to the axle." So he swims out
there and goes under and comes back up. He says, "I got it
hooked, Dad." I said, "You got it to the axle or the frame?" He
said, "Oh yeah." So he gets in, and I jerk him out. I get out
and walk back. He'd hooked it to the radiator, and I'd pulled all
of that loose. So I put it up on high ground and chain it to a tree
so if the water comes on up, it's still not gonna float off. And we
go on back towards the crossing, and when I get to the last
crossing right in front of the cabin, I start across, and [/aughs] 1
told you about kinda bumpin'. Well, this bumped me down, but
more than kinda, and I'm goin' down the creek sideways. But
I'm in four-wheel drive, and so I hit a little bit of a gravel bar,
and I managed to . ..

Wow.
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

. . come on up on the bank, but my roadway's over here, and
I'm down here with all this buck brush. So I just drive right
through the buck brush and get up there, and we get out.
[04:50:05] And then several years later, my youngest son
Jimmy is goin' up there. And he's up there and decides to come
out, and he's learned from his older brother's mistakes. So you
can call or you can look on your computer, and there's a certain
point you can look at, and at that point if it's seven feet or less,
then you can generally cross at the . . .

Where you need to . . .

Where I need to cross.

Yeah.

And obviously, that's not seven feet, that's just—you know, it
doesn't get quite over your wheels. So he called Fayetteville and
had him look on the computer, and it wasn't too much over
seven feet, but the—where it's seven feet, that's down several
miles. That's at Scottsville down from where we are in Nogo.
And the high water hadn't gotten down there, so [SL laughs] it
wasn't a true reading as far as we were concerned, but Jimmy
got the idea, you know, "I can get out." So he makes the first
two crossings, and he gets to the same one where Graham was,

and the same thing happened to him. And so he climbs out the
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window and gets on top of the truck, and his friend that's with
him from law school weighs about three hundred pounds.

SL: Oh my gosh.

[04:51:47] AS: And he gets out, and he's on top of the truck. So
Jim does a hop, skip, and a jump on the hood and leaps out and
is able to reach and catch a branch of a tree on the shore and
pull himself up on the bank. So he hollers back to his buddy,
and he says, "There's no way I can do that." So Jimmy
scrounges around and finds a blown-over, small tree and drags
that down there and wades out as far as he can in the water and
sticks that out. And the guy got on the front of the hood and
jumped and caught the tip of the tree. And of course, it
immediately swung him . . .

SL: You bet.

AS: ... straight to the bank and—but both trucks were totaled. But
that's the bad news. Good news was the . . .

SL: No one died.

AS: ... insurance paid for both of 'em.

SL: Yeah. No one died.

AS: Yeah.

SL: I mean, that's. ..

[04:52:46] AS: Well [laughs], talkin' about no one died. On the
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second one, my wife and I were in DC when this happened. So
Jimmy walks up to J. L.'s house and tells him about it, and calls
me long distance in Washington and tells me about it. And I
said, "Well, where's the truck?" And he said, "Well, still in the
creek." I said, "Well, Son, you can't leave it there. It's—you
know, it'll wash away." And so we hang up, and my wife wanted
to know what was goin' on, and I tell her. She said, "Are you
crazy?" She said, "That truck isn't—he could lose his life." So I
call back to tell him to disregard my advice, to leave the truck
there. And J. L. gets on the phone. He said, "It's not a problem,
I've got a plan all worked out to get your truck out." I said,
"Now, J. L., I don't wanna put my son's life at risk over the
truck. It's not worth it." And he said, "I've got it all figured
out." And I said, "Well, what've you figured?" He said, "I'm
gonna go down the road and get my neighbor and his tractor,
and I'm gonna drive down at the creek, and I've got this long
rope, and I'm gonna tie it around your son [SL /laughs], and I'm
gonna walk him up the creek and have him jump in, and when
he goes past the truck, I'm gonna have him grab hold of the
truck, and then I'll have him tie that rope, and we'll just pull it
out." I said, "Well, I—that sounds all well and good." I said,

"What if he misses grabbin' the truck?" "Not a problem," he
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said, "we'll just reel him in and do it again." [Laughter] And I
said, "No. I don't wanna do that." He said, "Nah, it's a—it's
gonna work." And so they went ahead and did it, and he walked
Jimmy up the creek and had him jump in, and he—the creek

just . ..

[04:54:52] SL: Took him to the truck?

AS:

SL:

. .. took him right down, and he got out far enough when he
went by he grabbed the truck, and he tied it onto the trailer
hitch and gave J. L. a thumbs-up, and they started the tractor
and pulled it out. But I might as well have let it wash down the
creek 'cause it was totaled. The—they told me they could fix it,
but he said it'd never be right, you know. It would run for a
week or two weeks or a month, and then somethin' would go
wrong with it. And he said it's just not worth it.

God.

[04:55:28] AS: But the place has been a blessing. I enjoy it. I don't

get up there near as much as I used to. And I used to do all the

bush hoggin' and discing and what have you myself. I've. ..

SL: That's a lot of acres.

AS: ... gotashed up there. ..

SL: Yeah.

AS: ... and]I have a tractor and a disc, and but with my ailments I
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told you about, I'm not capable of doin' that anymore, so I have
to hire somebody to go up with me to do it. And I just—as much
as much I enjoy it up there, I don't get up like I used to.

SL: That's—those second homes and—at any distance at all from
where you live—it's the—I think it's pretty common that initially
you're out there a lot, you're gettin' it all fixed up, you're
enjoyin' everything, your dream comin' true, but then as age
goes, you're just—you become a little bit more limited in your—
what you can do. I, you know, I figure I may have seven, eight
more years of being to wade out into a river and fish, and after
that I'll have to . . .

[04:56:43] AS: Oh yeah, I—you know, I don't have a river, but I
have the bayou up there, and I get a Spincast, and I wade the
creek and catch smallmouth or . . .

SL: Smallmouth are great fish.

AS: ... bream. It's a lot of fun.

SL: Yeah. Those smallmouth—I think they're the warm-water trout,
myself. They really fight well.

AS: The what?

SL: The smallmouth.

AS: Yeah.

SL: I think of them as a warm-water trout.
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AS: Yeah. Yeah.

SL: They're really aggressive and . . .

AS: Yeah, they do fight hard. They—these are really small.
[04:57:15] I went to Canada one time with a group of guys
and—a fishing trip, and we would fly out each morning to a
different lake to fish for different type of fish and . . .

SL: Pikeand...

AS: Yeah, and one day we flew to this lake and—to catch
smallmouth. And we were the only people fishin' on the lake. It
was just amazing. You would catch a smallmouth almost every
cast, and some big ones. We caught four and five pounders.
But it was catch and release, you couldn't keep 'em.

SL: Right.

AS: But gosh, it was a lot of fun.

SL: Yeah. I used to fish the Elk for smallmouth up here, the Elk
River up at—up in Missouri just over the border. It's a great. ..

[04:58:07] AS: Well, what's the creek up here? [Coughs] Supposed
to be good for . . .

SL: Kings?

AS: No.

SL: Kings, War Eagle, Buffalo, White, and Mulberry.

AS: Well, thisis . ..
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SL: Little Mulberry.

AS: ... none of those.

SL: Oh, Spavinaw? No?

AS: Can't think of what it is, but I read about it all the time and . . .

SL: Clear Creek?

AS: ... my son has fished it, and . ..

SL: It dumps out into the Illinois out on 16—Clear Creek is kinda
known for smallmouth.

[04:58:38] AS: I can't think what the name of it is, but it's written
up as supposedly the best smallmouth . . .

SL: Crooked Creek.

AS: Crooked Creek. That's what it is, yeah.

SL: Yeah. You know, I haven't caught as many smallmouth on
Crooked Creek as I have the Elk or Clear Creek.

AS: Well, my son fished it recently with a friend of his who had a
canoe, and both of 'em were in it, and he said they just slayed
'em. It was just amazing.

[04:59:10] SL: I was in a fishing tube and—with another fishin'
buddy in a tube, and we're down at—just above Rush on the
Buffalo. And we hit a pocket of smallmouth. And we quit
counting after a hundred.

AS: Really.
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SL: Yeah, it—the river tees right there just above Rush. I mean, all
the Buffalo hits the bank and then goes ninety degrees. And we
were just below that 90-degree turn, and I don't know what
the—what it was but . . .

AS: What size fish were you catchin'?

SL: Well, they were—they ranged from really small stuff to probably
eighteen inch . . .

AS: Hmm. Nice fish.

SL: Yeah. And we were usin' what we call cheater bait. It's tube
bait with a weight—weighted hook.

AS: Yeah.

SL: Yeah.

AS: Sound like a lot of fun.

SL: Itwas. [Laughs] We couldn't believe it. I mean, it was every
cast. We just quit counting. [05:00:12] Anyway. Why don't
we take a break.

AS: Okay.

SL: And let's talk about anything that we've missed.

AS: Okay.

SL: What time is it now? It's almost five o'clock.

AS: Yeah.

SL: Isit—do you wanna try—a—do we need a break to . . .
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Well, I need to go out—'cause I can't think of anything we hadn't
talked about.
Let's take a break.
Take a break.
Come back and . . .
A short break and . . .
Cifit's ...

. . . let my daughter and wife tell me . ..
Yeah, let's . . .

. . what I missed.
. . . get some management. We need management.
Yeah.

Okay.

[Recording stopped]

[05:00:39] SL: So you know, we've had a little break here just to try

to get some help on what we haven't talked about, and I wanted
to tell you that I'm really horrible about my children's birthdays.
And my grandchildren's birthdays. I can't remember, and I don't
have nearly the grandchildren or the children that you have, but
for some reason I just could never remember even my children's
birthdays. What—I kinda sense when they're getting close, and

I have to really think about it, and I just kind of eliminate dates
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until I remember them. And I know when you were talking
about your grandkids, there were a couple names that just
[snaps] didn't come to you [snaps] immediately. But you've got

so many grandkids.

[05:01:26] AS: Ido. Ido. I'm not sure which ones I missed, but I

think on Bridgette's—let's see. On Graham's two boys, Alec, and
I don't think I named Andrew. And then on Jimmy's children,

I'm not sure that I mentioned by name his oldest daughter,

Gracie.
SL: Kay.
AS: And they have—both of them would shoot me if I [SL laughs]

finished this up without remembering their names. [05:02:01]
But I guess the one area we really hadn't talked about that much
is my family life. And of course, I was married in 1965, and our
first child was Stephanie, and that's probably the only birthday I
can remember. [SL laughs] But—and I have a reason for
remembering it, but it was October the tenth, 1966. And you
might say, "Why can you remember it?" And I asked the family
doctor who was gonna deliver the child, the baby—I said, "When
is it gonna be born?" And he said, "On the tenth." And I was
just bein' kinda halfway silly, and I said, "And what time?" And

[SL laughs] he said, "Five o'clock." And I said, "Well, thank
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you." And I told my wife, and we kinda laughed about it. And
Stephanie was born October the tenth at five p.m.

SL:  Wow.

[05:03:19] AS: Now whether he . ..

SL: Meant. ..

AS: ... manipulated the thing to [SL laughs] cause it or whether he
wrote that time down and was a fabricated a bit, but anyway,
that's the official birthday, and I was duly impressed. I—but it
came after that—Bridgette was roughly two years, and Mary was
roughly two years, and Graham was roughly two, and then
Jimmy came along much later. But we had a big time.
[05:04:03] We've always taken family vacations. We started
very early going to Florida. I can remember the first trip we
took we stayed in a small motel room, all of us in a [SL
laughs]—in one room, but that's all we could afford at the time.

SL: That's right.

AS: And now when we go, we rent two condos, and I think the last
time we went, we had a total of twenty-two there. We had my
wife and I and the five kids and the five spouses and the ten
grandkids, and . . .

SL: Yeah. That's twenty-two by my count.

AS: . ..itadds up. And then they brought one guest. And what
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made it work a little easier is not everybody could schedule to all
be there on the same date. But we did have a couple of days
where everybody was there at the same time.

SL:  Yep.

[05:05:14] AS: And I think we got some pictures of the family
gatherings where everybody's there on the beach and have
some times. I've taken some other vacations. I know I went
to—with my daughter Mary to Machu Picchu. My wife was
invited, but she didn't wanna get on a plane and fly there, so I
went with her, and it was exciting.

SL: That's a hike.

AS: Yeah. We—I think it was—we took tents. And I think it was
three days. And we would pitch a tent—I say we would . . .

SL: Sherpas, wasn't it.

AS: Actually it was the Sherpas that . . .

SL: Yeah.

AS: ... carried everything. We had a—each of us had a backpack,
but we didn't have a whole lot in it. Mostly some—a jacket and
some stuff. But we would hike—I think we hiked three

mountains before we got to the . . .

SL: Whoa.
AS: ... last one, and it was pretty exciting. I was in a lot better
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physical condition then than I am now, although it wasn't that
many years ago. And we have some wonderful pictures from it.
[05:06:40] Mary had her—a couple of friends of hers. Actually,
I think there may have been three. And one of 'em was—I
would classify her as a professional photographer. She took
pictures and—I may be gettin' my stories mixed up. The
photographer may have been on the one that—when I went to
South Africa with her. But anyway, we had pictures of the
Machu Picchu, and just a wonderful trip. [05:07:11] And thenI
went again with her to South Africa, which was an exceptionally
long plane trip.

SL: Right.

AS: And again my wife declined to go, said she would do just fine at
home [SL laughs] and enjoy herself with the shopping when she
wanted with nobody else to worry about. And so that trip we
went to—on a safari. Not a hunting safari, but a sight-seeing
safari. Saw . ..

SL: Wildlife safari kinda thing.

AS: Yeah.

SL: Yeah.

AS: And saw lots of wild animals in their natural state. And these

were wild. These weren't anything tame. We saw lions and,
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

oh...

Hippos.

What?

Hippos, hippopotamus.

Oh yeah, we saw lions and hippos and zebras and jaguars and
leopards, water buffalo. I think the only animal we didn't see
that was in the area was what they referred to as wild dogs.
That's not a domestic dog, that's just a wild dog. We didn't see
any of those. But we saw every other animal there was to see.
And it was just amazing. [05:08:44] On one occasion, we were
in this open kind of a Jeep with one seat in front and then kind of
a elevated two-seater in the back. And then we had a guide who
had a little seat on the front left of the Jeep, and he would sit up
there. And as we would drive along, he would be a spotter for
wildlife and said he was watching for tracks. I kinda—you know,
I'm an outdoors person, and I didn't take that at 100 percent.
But he threw up his hand to stop, and we stopped, and he said,
"A leopard crossed right here." And I said, "Did you see it?"
"No," he said, "I saw the track." I thought, "Hmm." And so he
said, "I'm gonna get off, and I'll follow, and y'all can follow in the
Jeep." So we're just goin' out . ..

On the . ..
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

. . . you know, like . ..

.. . field.

. . . you've seen in Africa.

Right.

Like it's an overgrown field or somethin'. And we're drivin'
along, and all of a sudden we hear this roar off to our right. And
guide comes back and says, "That's the leopard. We need to go
that way." And it turned out that what was happenin'—there
was a second leopard that was a female that had killed a
warthog. And a large male hyena had come up and was tryin' to
steal the warthog. And the hyena was getting the best of the
smaller female leopard. But when the male leopard showed up
[SL laughs], he challenged the warthog who ran off a distance
and stopped. [05:10:50] But we came up in the Jeep, and you
would expect ordinarily the animals to run off on something like
that. But they were so used to seein' these that as long as you
didn't get out of the vehicle, you know, it didn't seem to bother
'em. And we watched the male leopard, who was considerably
larger than the female, pick up the warthog in his mouth and go
trottin' off with it. And I asked our guide—I said, "What's gonna
happen next?" He said, "Well, he's gonna take it. He'll find a

tree, and he'll put it up in the tree and store it and eat some of
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SL:

AS:

it." So here we go. Here's the leopard with the warthog in his
mouth. Here's the hyena behind him followin' him. And here's
the female leopard behind them followin'. [SL laughs] And then
here we are. And so he—as we're goin' along, there's this dip
you go down, and the hyena goes down the dip, and we hear a
screech, and he comes out the other side, and he's got a—some
type of small deer, and he's got a—whatever type of species it
was, he has a young one or a baby. And so he runs off with
that. And he either hid it somewhere or ate it real quickly—it
wasn't very big—because we started our procession again, and
sure enough, the animal finds a tree and starts up the tree. He
kinda takes a leap up the tree with this warthog in its mouth and
then lunges up the second time. And when he did, he drops

the . ..

Uh-oh.

. . . hog, and when he drops it, the hyena runs in to get it. And
he comes down, and they have a face off, and the hyena runs
off, and he grabs it and starts up the tree again. Same thing
happens, and he can't make it up with the warthog in his mouth
and drops it, and hyena comes in to gets it, and [SL /aughs] he
comes down and chases him, and this time chases him off a little

bit. He's, I guess, aggravated. But he comes back, and I guess
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SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

The David and Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, University of Arkansas

he gives up . . .
Puttin' it in the tree?
. .. puttin' it in the tree, and he eats a little of it, and then just
lays down to go to sleep beside it. And I guess the hyena that
got the young deer either ate it or put it away somewhere or
whatever because he got back in, and somewhere along the line
we lost the female. But we just saw all kinds of the animals.
[05:14:01] And some of 'em were so close it was pretty scary.
I know in one case we had this young elephant was blowin' his—
you know, makin' loud noises and wavin' his trunk, and his ears
were flappin', and he was kinda makin'a . ..
Threatening.

. . what I would call a false charge.
Yeah.
And I asked the guide—I said, "Don't we need to get out of
here?" He said, "No, as long as you don't get out of the vehicle,
everything's okay."
Wow.
And that elephant got right up next to us and put on this show.
And he said, "Don't worry about it." And [SL laughs] I'm not
sure some of those girls didn't need to change their outfits.

Right.
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AS:

SL:

I was pretty close to it myself. It was a—it was pretty traumatic.
And then we had some, I guess, rhinos that got up pretty close
to us. And I was really worried about them and the . . .

Yeah, they seem like they could just tip the Jeep over.

[05:15:17] AS: Yeah. And he said, "No, not as long as you don't get

out." So I cautioned everybody. I said, "Whatever you do, don't
[laughter] get out of this vehicle." But it was probably best
vacation, you know, on what I like to do that I ever been on.

Not that I hadn't been on some other very pleasant vacations.
Gosh, the vacations we take every summer to Florida with all the
kids and the grandkids and the kids' spouses, that's a great
time. And my wife does such a good job of planning and
arranging for everybody where they're gonna stay and who's

gonna sleep in the beds when this one comes or that one goes

and . ..

SL: Right.

AS: . . where we're gonna eat out and where we're gonna cook in.

SL: Logistics.

AS: She's a good manager. But and I don't know, I—she and
Stephanie got together. I think they brought some photographs,
maybe, of some of our Florida vacations. But those are
wonderful times. Life's been good.
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[05:16:40] SL: Yeah. I'd say you guys are pretty blessed. There's
nothin' like family.

AS: That's true. You know, I enjoy my children, I enjoy the
grandchildren, and I enjoy havin' my wife there to take care of
me. [Laughter] Which she does a goo—an excellent job.

SL: Yeah.

AS: And I've gotten to the age where I think my kids think it's their
responsibility to take care of me.

SL: Well, that's . ..

AS: Watch out and make sure I don't take a misstep.

SL: ... that's the circle. That's what happens.

[05:17:15] AS: I know one of my grandsons, Andrew, Graham's
son—I don't know whether it was the other grandson or
somebody said, "How old are you, Grandpa?" And Andrew spoke
up and said, "He's old as dirt." [Laughter]

SL: We've said that ourselves.

AS: Now he'd obviously heard that somewhere.

SL: Yeah. Yeah. That's a good . ..

AS: But he thought it was appropriate.

SL: [Laughs] Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, and I feel that way myself
sometimes.

[05:17:45] AS: But yeah, Sue and I been blessed. And I've been
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blessed by having Sue and blessed by all of our children and
grandchildren, and you know, to have five children and none of
'em having been in trouble and all of 'em having done well in
life, each one of 'em been a success, and ten grandchildren and,
[knocks] knock on wood, so far none of them [laughs] have
been in trouble and all seem to be on the way. The oldest just
graduated from the university and just started on—to work as a
reporter. She majored in journalism I think . . .

SL: Oh, really?

AS: ... for Channel 5in Fort. ..

SL: Fort Smith.

AS: ... Smith and Fayetteville. Allie Lynch if you watch the five
o'clock or . . .

SL: I—we...

AS: ... fouro'clock. ..

SL: ...do, yeah.

AS: ... look for her.

SL: Okay.

AS: "This is Allie Lynch reporting for So-and-so."
SL: T will. Twill.
AS: Long blonde hair.

SL: Yeah. I'msure. ..
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AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

AS:

SL:

Pretty girl.

... I've seen her. [05:19:02] Well, I can't thank you enough
forall . ..

It's been my pleasure. 1. ..

. . all these stories.

. . . I really—it's eleven minutes after five. I didn't see any way

that we could talk this long, but you obviously are an
experienced and [SL /aughs] excellent interviewer that . . .
Well, now stop that.

. . . knows the areas for anybody to keep the conversation
flowin'.

Well, it's was easy. I mean, my biggest job is to keep quiet.

[Laughter] And let you tell your story.

[End of interview 05:19:41]

[Transcribed and edited by Pryor Center staff]
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